
NIAAA members, who are the athletic directors for high schools, jun-
ior high schools, and middle schools. As an education partner, STMA
offers to NIAAA information and access to local sports field managers
who can provide technical knowledge and advice. Each organization
shares information and promotes each other's events. STMA exhibits at
the NIAAA annual conference, and has provided an instructor to co-
teach "Athletic Administration: Athletic Field Management." Several
members serve on NIAAA's Sports Turf Advisory Committee.

STtvlA, its charitable arm The SAFE Foundation, and NIAAA are
also partnering to produce a mound-building and home plate mainte-
nance instructional video/DVD. The video will be produced this
month and be available to the members of each association.

STMA continues to seek out and develop meaningful partnerships
with organizations and associations. These alliances are important on
two fronts:

l) as organizations share resources and information, opportunities
are created for joint projects that enhance both organizations {t.e. the
mound building video with the N lAAA)

2) greater visibility leads to more influence and recognition for each
organization and thus, for each member of the organization.

How do YOU benefit from partnerships?
The more exposure STMA has with credible, national organizations,
the more awareness the profession receives. And, the more visibility for
sports turf management, the greater the recognition STMA members
receive. Organizations look to STMA members for their expertise in

STMA in Action
sports field management. They understand that STMA members stay
current with changing technologies and employ environmental stew-
ardship. This establishes STMA members as "the experts" and the
result is an increased respect for all sports turf managers. Add this LO the
good work you do on a daily basis, and the effects can be Significant.

STMA also provides education to the National Recreation and Parks
Association. We have beeo a staple at its annual conferences by exhibit-
ing at its trade show and by having members present educational ses-
sions. This year, member Stephen Wightman is presenting
"Maximi:l.iog Your Ball Fields on Real-World Budgets."

Another partner, Minor League Baseball (MiLB), supports STMA
members through its Sports Turf Manager of the Year awards program.
The STMA Awards Committee selects the winners, and the STMA
president presents the awards to the winners at the Baseball \'\Tinter
Meetings annual awards banquet. STMA also provides information to
each attendee about the benefits of having an STMA. member at their
baseball facility, This program promotes the importance of and the
value minor league reams receive by having a sports field manager.

The American Sports Builders Association (ASBA) hal> relied on
STMA for review of technical information on synthetic surfaces and for
educational presentations at its annual conference, as did the
International Association of Assembly Managers when it featured two
STMA members at its annual conference.

The association has many opportunities to further build important
partnerships and will be <tggressively advancing this initiative through-
out the remainder of this year and in 2007. •

John Mascaro's Photo Ouiz
swer:

m page 38
Tbit own area is a result of a Dave Matthews Band con-
cert. h d at the University of Colorado's Folsom Field in

'll".ikI" 4 weeks before the first scrimmage game of the
2001. The small brown squares are where the stage footers
were on plywood blocks, the larger brown area is the area
directly in front to the stage. Even though the area was cov-
ered with commercial grade temporary flooring, the dam-
age was still evident. The area was rejuvenated by using a
solid tine aerifier four times during the fi-week window.
They also used a 2-inch spike roller that also drops seed to
create nice holes to put pre-germinated seed into. They
seeded eight different times in order to be ready for their
first televised game 6 weeks after the concert. They have
not had a concert on the field since this event but there are
talks about bringing them back again!If you would like to submit ~ photograph for John Mascaro's Photo Quiz please send it to

Jolm Mascaro 1471 Capital Circle NW, Ste #- 13, Tallahassee, FL. 3230:) or email to
john@lurf'leL.Coffi. If your photograph is selected, you will receive full credit. All photos
submitted will become properly of S/",rtsTurjmagazine,

www.sportsturfmanager.org

Photo submiued by jason E. Depaepe, Athletics-Business Affairs
at the University of Colorado at Boulder. •
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STMA Chapter News
Sports Turf Managers
Association of Arizona: The
AZ STMA will be holding a one day
seminar on Sept, 7, 2006 at the Pera
Club in Tempe, AZ. More informa-
tion is available on OUI website at
wwwazstma.com. For information
on the Chapter or upcoming events,
contact David Oropeza, bye-mail at
doropeza@cityofnogalez.net or
520/285-5781 or Felipe Garcia by
e-mail atfgarcia@ci.flagstaff.az.us
or at 520/774-2868.

Chesapeake Chapter STMA
(formerly called Mid-Atlantic Athletic
Field Managers Organization
MAFMO Chapter STMA): For
information on the Chesapeake
Chapter, contact Glenn Sweet at
gleno_sweet@landon.net or call
301/495-5522.

CoIonodo Spom ThrfManag=
Association: For more information

Growing .y
Togetlie~

about CSTMA visit our website at
www.cstma.org or call the
Chapter Hotline at 303/346-8954
or President Dick Buelter at
303/23:1-2922, or email dbuelter
@jeffco.k12.co.us.

Florida #1 Cbapten The FIGA
Conference and Show will be
September 12-15, 2006 in Bonita
Springs, FL, for more information,
visit wwwftga.org or call 800/882-
6721. For info visit the florida *1
Chapter page 011 STMA's website or
contact Tom Curran bye-mail at
ctomsell@ao1.com or at !:I54/786-
4138 or Bud Nolder al954/797-2560.

Gateway Chapter Sports
Thrf Managers Association:
We will have a meeting in
September 2006 (date and time
TBA) at the City of Maryland
Heights "Sports-plex Soccer Park".
Aha, the BMAC Gateway Chapter

Over 2,000
Attendees!

300+ Booth
Trade Show

Four Green Industry Associations ...
One BIG Conference and Trade Show

New Yc,_ Stall> lUrl\ll1lSS ASSO<:~lIcn, Inc.
N~WYOrkStale Flowvr IndUSINn. Inc.

New York Stal~ Alborl$te -lSACnapler, Inc,
New YOI~Sta19 NUlS9ryllands<:ape Association, Inc.

'.7 STMA CEUs
GCSAA Education Points

49.75 DEC Credits
53 CNLP Credits
41.5 ISA CEUs

42 September 2006

Fill in 134 on reader service form Of visit htlp:l/oners.hotim ••comI9137-134

Golf Scramble will be held October
18, For info contact Mark Vessell at
636/940-7776 or e-mail vessel@
slysa.org or Frank Schaffer at
636/94Q-7n6.

Georgia Sports Thrf
Managers Association: for info
contact Skip Kirby at 770/928-1580
or bye-mail at skip@sportSturf
managemenl.com.

The Greater L.A. Basin
Chapter of the Sports Turf
Managers Association: For
more info call Carol Gundlach,
CSFM at !:I09/594-S61\ ext. 5174 or
e-mail cgundlach@mtsac.edu.

Illinois Chapter (formerly
Midwest Chapter) STMA:For
info call chapter secretary Libby
Baker at 847/263-7603 or e-mail
Bake60ft6in@aol.com,

Iowa Sports 'furl' Managers
Association: For info visit
WW\.....Iowaturfgrass.org or contact
Jeff Wendel, CGCS of The Turl
Office at 515/232-8222 or fax
515/232-8228 or e-mail Jcff@
iowaturfgrass.org.

Keystone Athletic Field
Managers Organization
(KAFMO/STMA): The 6th
Annual KAFMO Cup Open is
Mon., Oct. 16, 2006. Itwill be held
at a new location this year - the Iron
Valley Golf Club. There will be a
1:00 pm shotgun start. For more
info visit KAFMO.org or contact
Dan Douglas at 610/375-8469 ext.
212 or email toKAFMO@aol.com.

Kentucky Sports 'TUrf
Managers Association: The
Kentucky Chapter would like to
express their condolences to the
family of William "Bill" Young
who passed away on June 29,
2006. He retired in January after
50 years in the agricultural chemi-
cal business and was executive
secretary for our chapter. The

Chapter Sponsors

JOHN DEERE

A/pine Services, Inc.
"...",""",,,,,,,~,,,,,,•.,,'~·""S,e",

syng"enta
2006 KTC Conference and Trade
Show will be held Oct. 22-26,
2006 at the Holiday Inn University
Plaza Hotel and Sloan Convention
Center in Bowling Green. For info
go to www.kystma.org or contact
Tom Nielsen at 502/212-2287 or
by email at tnielsen@batsbase-
ball.cum or Aaron Boggs at
Aboggs@batsbasebal1.com.

MiclUgan Spom ThrfManag=
Association (MiSIMA): For info
visit www.mistma.org or contact
Chad Follis at 269/377-3340 or
269/381-0596 or by email at
chadfollis@farmngarden.com.

Minnesota Chapter STMA:
For info visit wwwmstmaorg or con-
tact chapter President Tom Adamini
at 952/953-2420 or bye-mail at
tadamini@ci.apple-valley.mn.us.

MD-KAN Sports ThrfManag=
As8ociation: For information on
the MO-KAN Chapter or upcom-
ing events, contact Jody Gill at
913/239-412J or bye-mail at
jgil1@bluevalleyk12.org.

New England STMA (NEST-
MA): The NESTl\.-1AFall Workshop
will be October 12 at Dartmouth
College. For info contact David
Pmsonneauh at 78V861-2757 or e-
mail dpinson@ci.lexington.malls or
Nick Caggiano at 603/589-3370 or e-
mail caggianon@ti.nashuanh.us.

Nebraska
Managers
information

Sports Turf
Association: For
on the Nebraska

continued on page 45
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The three most important reasons for you to join STMA:
1. .Job security
Take advantage of STMA's programs and services, and you proactively enhance your value to your employer.

2. Career success
The knowledge, skills and abilities you gain by accessing STMA's education and information can help you to
prepare to take that next step in your career.

3. Recognition of your professionalism
STMA's advocacy with groups such as athletic directors, parks and recreation directors, coaches, and parents
enhances the image of the entire profession.

The top three benefits you \NiII receive as an STMA member:
1. A network of peers who are willing to share their best practices.

2. Opportunities for education to help you do your job better.

3. Quick access to information and resources to help you save time.

Application
Name _

Tille _

Employer _

Address _

City State __ Zip, _

Phone. Pax _

e-maill _

Signature' _

•,

X
Cot

Here
to
F"

or
Mail Experts on the Field, Partners in the Game.

Sports Turf Managers Association
P.O. Box 414029. Kansas City, MO 64141

Ph.800-323-3875 (lB5) 843-2549 fax: (785) 843-2977
www,sportsturfmanager.org email: STMAinfo@sportsturfmanager.org

Membership Category
__ Sports Turf Manager

Please note the primary type of facility

_ Facility used by Professional athletes
_ College/University

Schools K-12
Parks & Ree

$95

_ Commercial Company
_ Additional Member from same company

$295
S75

_ Student Iwith valid i.d.l S20

$95_ Hesearch/Teaching'Extension

Chapter Dues (Call Headquarters for amount)
Chapter Name ~-
Contribution to SAFEFoundation for research,
education and scholarship
Total
Payment Method IU.S.dollars)

Check _ Money Order
Credit Card Mastercard

I

I
I

Purchase Order# _
Visa _American Express Discover

Neme on Cerd _
Card j'. ~ Exp. Date,-~ __
Signature'- ~ _

F'1l ,n 131 On '''''der serv"e form or \/,s<I http://onErl hot,m$ com/9137 131

http://www,sportsturfmanager.org
mailto:STMAinfo@sportsturfmanager.org


�-------------------------------------------------------

I•Send me a brachure.
'ilJ I want to attend.

o I want to display products.

Just dip and send to:
Green Industry Expo
2774 North Cobb Parkway
Suite 109-401
Kennesaw, GA 30152

Or Fax to: (770) 579·3835

-~---~-~~--=----
Contact Name I Title -PlANET"iIfItci<",.".,..,t lo«<w. ~

(800) 395-2522
www.landcarenetwork.OI'9

Company Name

Address

City I State I Zip

Professional Grounds
Management Society

(800) 609-7467
www.pgms.org

Telephone I Fax

Email Address

D Please allow GIEand its Exhibitors to contact me for future shows and product info. D No thanks.

FOR ADDrnONAL INFORMATION, VISITUS AT WWWGIEQNUNECOM, EMAIL US AT INFO@GIEQNUNECOMORCALl TOll FREE(888) 303-3685.

Fillin128 on readerserviceformorvisit http://oner•.hotim •. com/9137-128

http://www.landcarenetwork.OI'9
http://www.pgms.org


GET A THATCH
MASTER

60"/72" (Fairways/Athletic Fields)

Turf Specialties, Inc.
800-201-1031
www.rurfspecialcies.net

Fillin160 on reader serviceformor yi,~ http://Ol1e... hotlm .. ,,,m/9137-160 Fillin157 00 reader ,ervice formor vi.~ http://ooe,,.l>otim • .mmI9137-157

f STMA Chapter News1
Chapter or upcoming events,
contact Jennifer Roeber at
402/441-4425 or bye-mail at
jem@saltdogs.com.

Sports Thrf Managers of
New York: For information visit
www.stmony.org or contact Mike
Albino at 315/468-6225 or (c)
315/427-1214 or rnikealbino@
earthlink.net ur Kevin Meredith
at 6071287-6609 or kimeredith@
earlhlink.net.

Sports Field Managers
Association of New Jersey:
for information on the New Jersey
Chapter or upcoming events call
SFMANJ at 908/730-7770, e-mail
HQ@sfmanj.orgor ...'isit the Chapter
website at www.sfrnanj.org.

Ohio Sports 'furl Managers
A8sociati.on (OSTMA): For

www.spartsturfmanager. 0rg

information on the Ohio Chapter,
contact OST.[\.1A headquarters at
614/354-1196 or Ostma@aoLcom.
You can also visit our new website
at www.ostma.org. The new
OSTMA address is PO Box 3426
Dublin, OH 43016.

Pacific Northwest Sports
Turf Managers Association:
The PN\VSTM<\ has a new web-
site! Check it out at www.
pnwstma.crg. For info contact Matt
Johns at 253/44.'i-4538 or mjjolUls@
puyallup.wsu.edu.

Southern California Chapter:
The SoCal Chapter STMA will
host its Srd Annual Golf
Tournament Sept. 29. for info
contact Michael Tarantino at
858/679-2526 or bye-mail at
~lTarantino@powayusd.com.

South Carolina Chapter of
STMA: For info contact Bruce
Suddeth at 864/503-5514 or by

e-mail at bsuddeth@uscupstate.edu
or visit our website at www_
scstma.org.

'Iexes Sports Turf Managers
Association: The TXSTMA
Scholarship Coif 'Ioumament will
be October 11 at Tangle Ridge
Golf Course in Grand Prairie.
Start is 8 AM with lunch follow-
ing. For info contact T.]. Thompson
at txturl'rnanager@lscom.net or
97'2/670-2138 (m).

Tennessee Valley Sports
Turf Managers Association
(TVSTMA): For info call Chapter
President AI Ray at 9311388-0303
or e-mail ARay@maurycounty-
tn.gcv

Virginia Sports Turf
Managers Association: For
info contact VSTMA President
Bob Studholme at 703/324-8590
or robert.studholme@fairfax-
county.gov.

MARKETPLACE II

Wisconsin Sports Turf
Managers Association: For
info visit www.wstma.orgorcontact
Audra Anderson at ajander2@
wiscmail.wisc.edu or 608/845-
6536 or Brett Grams at brett@
waupacasand.com or 7151258-8566
ext. 135,

FORMING CHAPTERS:
North FloridaSTMA Otapter:
for information on the newly
fonning North Florida Chapter,
contact Mark Clay at 904/633-
6116 or Jay McCord at 904/448-
2583.

Idaho STMA.: For information,
contact Greg liggett, at 208/496-
2421 or email him at liggettg@
byu.i.edu.

Nevada STMA Chapter: For
information, contact Corey Angelo
at 702/433-3113 or bye-mail at
slsGS4ASCM@lesco.com .•
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IIMARKETPLACE

ftlSOinquire about Millcreek's
Model 4300 Turf ~
large capacity, precision

- topcressec

Gel a Free Turf Tlge.
Cubs Home Field
Advantage DVD

Call (800) 311-1323
or visit

_.MlllcreekMfg.com

Fillin 15600 ",od... ,ervic"form DrYi>~~1"" ......hotim,.<oml9137- 156

The Only Painting System
You'll Ever Need.

LINEiUP
Made of lightweight aluminum & FOLDABLE.

Self-aligning,S yard units.

4x6 in size, made of 1/8" aluminum
Offsets built-in for quick alignment

Three font types available

888-780-4441

Diversified Sports Specialties
www.DSSworks.com

Spirit - Strength - Endurance - Technique
and a KROMER Maintained Field

•

Stabi izer Solutions. tnc.,, "
33.<Sf'uth28 5t~eet
Phoenix, Arizona 8SJ34 USA
info@StabilizerSolutions.<:om

F~Iin 158 on readerserv;ce form or '<lslt htlpu'Of1@".hDtim •.<omm37·151:1 Fillin 150 emreader serviceformor yis~ htlp~lone ....hotlm .. mm/9137- 150

http://www.DSSworks.com


Then rent our list of targeted, qualified readers
for your next direct mail promotion.

Cailioday lor more information regarding our
product lines and extensive database marketing
programs.

MARKETPLACE.
Get With

The Program
Turfgrass solutions powered

by Pure-Seed Testing, Inc.

_"""""IIJWOCI _'TQ~""" """'.......""•..........,......... M ..., ... ~ _~

••

Fillin 164 "" ,eode. le<Vicefo.-m ()(vl,~ hl<:p:llo""".hotim,.<omI~' 37-164 Fillin 146 on re,d", serviceform or visit httpoll"""",.I",lim •.«KJl19137-'46

....,.'_r«no'OI _,,">.lIlY- - ......", .....".-

BOO-247~910 • www.lurf .. eed.com
email: info@lu.f-seed.com • fax: 503·792-3637

Fillin lSI on "'oder .. rviceform or ... it IrttpJlon""'.I1Olimo.coml9137-151

Performance. Durability. Quality.
The Shindaiwa EB6510RT blower is designed

and built with professionals in mind.

• The EB8SIQRT is 7'J}cc, 4.5 hp (13 kVv'),
• F.~tures our patented C4.Techoo!og;!' high·t0l"l:1ue

4.-stroke engine,
• Use, 50:1 mix, No dip slid<!
• In,,,,dibl. oU'-put at 224 mph, 762 CFM at the blowertip.
• Easy access 2-stage air fi~erwith extra l/.I1:e'iutiace area,
• Excellent fuel economy - about 30% better

vs. equivelen 2-5lroke
• Pi,tol grip handle with cruise control for h<inds·off opera~on,
• Hush mode lor-noise sensitive ~reas.
• 2-year WrlSumer warrant~ r-jeer commercial wafrdl1lr
• Limited lifetime warnnty for major ignition components,

To find a dealer nearest you, can BM.511.773l
Or vi.it www .•hindaiwa.com

http://www.lurf
mailto:info@lu.f-seed.com


• ONLINE EDUCATION

~.
MInuteman Parker's Estate Mastef'!'

Lawn SWeeper covers a 100 Inch
sweeping oetn and has a 51 cubic

foot ceoecttv. It easilY picks up grass,
leaves, twigs and other lawn debris.

Thismodel works great on golf
courses. athletic fields, parks and

other farge tur« areas.

For more Information on tf1e Estate
Master or any Minuteman Parker's
fine line of outdoor maintenance

eautoment; please ca1lSOO-323·9420
or visit our website at

www.parkersweeper.com

5ee our online prod ..." demo ot:
http:// oners.hofims •.:om/9094-300

Fill in 144 on 'wd., .. Me. form Or .i>i< hnp-JlonoIYlOtims.c0m/9137_144

(rG~~IClIIiclB:!:om
.. Your Continuing Education Oasis

877.964.6222

fill in 143 on ",.d., ,.,vice form or visit hnp:Jloners.hOllm •.com/9111-14)

http://www.parkersweeper.com


Green
Mediator
Connnecting You to Advertisers,
and Their Products and Services

Advertisers' Index/Reader
Servicelnfonnation
Three fast and easy ways to get
additional information on products
and services in this issue:

1. Visit the Web address next to the advertiser's
name tor the ad in this issue.

2. Go to sportsturf.hotims.com to search for
products by category or company name. Plus,
link directly to advertisers' Web sites, or
request information via e-mail or by tax.

3. Complete the reader service information below.
Write in the reader service number from the
product or circle advertiser from the index, copy,
and fax to (416) 620-9790

Please write the reader service number for
FREE product information in the boxes above
If this is not your copy of ST, please go to
www.submag.com/sub/outosign up for a FREE
one year subscription of your own.

rtsTurf ADVERTISERS' INDEX
Advertiser

AerwaylHolland Equipment
Ait1ield Systems
Bannarman
Beacon Athletic.
BlEC USA
Bobcat Company
Cuvermasler
Covertech
uene Bluegrass
Diversified Sports Sp"oi"lties
Eagle-Picher

Earth & Turf
Empire State Green Industry Show
First Products
GIE/EX?O
Graden
Green Industry Education
GreenOne Industries

GreensGroomer
Growth Products
Jacobsen
KRain
Kromer Company
laser Force
Laser Lsveling

Lebanon Turf
Millcreek Manufacturing
Minuteman Porker
Missouri Turf & Point

Mohan
Newstripe
Par Aide Prol",sional Produots
Partae Peat/Beam Clay
P"n~ington Seed
Profile Products
Pro's Choice
Shindaiwa
Stabilizer Solutions
STMA Membership Ad
The Toro Company
Trtspon Growers Association
Turko Manuf~cturing
Turf-Seed, Inc.
Turf Specialties
TYGROP
vencore TechnolGgies
Wessco
World Glass Athlelic Surfeces

Web Address
httpi!\\IWIIII.aners.hatims.comI913 7- 132
http~ !\\IWIIII.one rs.hctl ms. C om19137 - 163
http~ !WIfIJW.0 ne rs.hoti ms. Com19137 -114
http1!WIfIJW.0ne rs hcti ms. c om19137 -155
httpi!\\IWIIII.aners,hotims.camI9137-149
http1!WIfIJW.oners,holims.com/9137-112
httpi!\\IWIIII.oners,hOlims.cam/9137-121
httP1!www.oners,holims.comt9137-160
http1!WIfIJW.oners,holims,coml9t37-119
hltp://www.Gners.hotims,cGm/9137-15B
hltp:/!www.onels.holims.com!9137-16B
hllp:/!www.oners.holims,comf9137-133
http://www.oners.hotims.com!9137-134
hltp://www.oners.hotimscomf9137-123
hltp://www.oners.hotims.com/9137-12B
hllp://www.oners.hotims.com!913J-I64

hup://www.oners.hOlims.com/8137-141-143
http://www.o~ers.hotims.comt9137- 115 and 135

hltp://www.oners.hotims.com/9137-115
http://www.oners.hotimscom/9137·118
http://www.oners.hotims.com/813J-140
http://www.oners.holims.com/8137-111
http://WIWI.onsrs.holims.com/9137-153
http://WIWI, 0 ne rs.h oti ms. c omt9131- 152
http://www.on"rs.holims.com/8137-126
http://wwwonars.holims.comt9137-110
http://wW\.IJ.oners.holims.com/8131-156
http://www.onars.h01ims.comI9137-144
http://www.oners.hotims.comI9137-137
http://www,onars.hotims.comt9137-159
http://www,oners.holims.l;omI9137-130
http://www,oners.hDlims.cDmI9131-162
http://www.oners.hotims.comI9131-129
http://www,aners.holims.comt9137-136
http:t!www.oners.hotims.com!9137-117

http://Www.oners,hotims,comf9137-125 "ndlSl
http://www.oners.hDlims.com!9137-146
http://www.oners.holims.com!91if1-150
http://www.anars.holims.com/9137-131
http://www.oners.hotims.com/91if1-113
http://www.oners.holims.com/9137-124
http://www.oners.holims.com/9137-122
http://www.oners,holims.comt9137-151
http://wNw.oners.holims.com/91if1-157
http://www.oners.holims.com/9137-136
http://VIww.oners,holims.com!91if1-139
http://VIww.Gners,holims.cDmt9137-154
http://wNw.oners.hotims.com/9137-127
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Please complete this form in if's entirety to receive your product information.
What is your c::ompany's primary business? (c!leckONLYOM)
F 0 Sports Complex G 0 Athlolic Field .nd/or Park ArchftectlD<&!;jgn",
TO School, CoJlege or Uni'JCrsity P U Park H 0 Other (please sf>BCilyl _
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Lessons learned in 25 years
with STMA. Part V

BY DR. DAVID
MINNER

Professor, Iowa Stale
University

Questions?
Send them to

David Minner at
Iowa State University,
106 Horticulture Hall,

Ames. fA 50011
or email dminner@

iastate.edu.

Or, send your
question to

Grady Miller at
North Carolina State
University, Box 7620,
Raleigh, NC 27695-

7620, or email
grady_miller@ncsu.edu

L
esson #14: Develop a safety checklist.
Develop a one- or two-page safety-check-
list that is reviewed each year and
approved by your boss. Include field areas
such as bases, mound, irrigation heads, etc,

Also list non-field areas such as bleachers, fences, dugouts,
warning signs, etc. List the priority of each item and indi-
cate those thai are dangerous and need immediate atten-
tion. Make a column on the checklist for "proposed work
completed." Sign and date each item that has been com-
pleted and approved. A checklist will document your
awareness of problems and that you are taking measures to
improve safety of the facility At first, funding may be
directed toward non-field related items, but eventually
resources will be required for field maintenance as indi-
cated by the safety checklist.

Lesson *15: Be an effective communicator.
Managing a sports facility requires coordination among the
administrator, coach, band director, and grounds manager.
Administrators should keep in mind that proper traffic con-
trol costs nothing in terms of dollars and at the same time
offers the most effective means of reducing dangerously

worn areas on game and practice
fields. Understanding your role as
a user of the field is a first step in
communication.

Coaches must take an active
interest in scheduling practice
activities and preventing exces-
sive turf wear. The coach and the
turf manager can work together to
develop improved grass areas
specifically for drills that are con-
ducted off the game and practice
fields. Really great head coaches
usually have really great fields
because they treat their sports turf
manager as an assistant coach and

view him or her as a valued player on the team.
Dan Devine, the great athletic director from Notre

Dame, once expressed to me "my job is La instill pride.
after that human spirit and determination take us the rest
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of the way." He certainly understood pride as an emotion
but he also new how to use it as a commodity. The best
ADs and coaches understand pride and how to use it to
build their team and facility.

Band directors should have a practice field painted on
another grass area or in a parking lot. Areas should be sit-
uated so that practice can be viewed from above, as if you
were in the bleachers. Band practice on the game field
should be limited to once per week and only when the soil
is dry enough to resist compaction in marching paths. No
activity (band, football, or field maintenance) should be
conducted on the field while there is frost on the grilllS.

Grounds managers should realize that they are caring
for a multi-use facility rather than just a football field.
Every effort should be made to accommodate all groups
that have activities on the field. Each group should take
responsibility for the condition of the field. Each group
can be viewed as a potential resource for funding field
maintenance expenses. Extra use requires additional
labor, equipment, and resources. Contributions should be
requested from the band and athletic booster dub. If given
the chance the band or athletic booster club may be
responsible for assisting 'With the purchase of a new core
aerifier.

Administrators should clearly define conditions for
using and not using the field. As much as possible, reserve
the field for games only. In addition to field damage,
administrators should consider field condition, player safe-
ty, and potential liability.

Lesson *16: Maintaining a cushion of
thatch/mat between the players and the distinct layer of
soil below is necessary to develop safe playing conditions
on intensely trafficked fields. Fields without an effective
layer of thatch/mat are easily compacted and quickly turn
to mud because there is no separation between the players
and the soil. It sounds simple, but many sport.<;turf man-
agers never inspect their thatch/mat layer and have no
strategy to improve this valuable layer of cushion in high-
traffic areas of the field. For a more complete understand-
ing of the "Grass Systems Response to Traffic and
Recovery" go to http://turfgrass.hort.iastate.edulextension/
£Glrafficscenario. pdf. •
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