STMA in Action

Election time!

ballot on the proposed changes to STMA's bylaws will be
sent next month to all voting members of STMA. Please
take the time to review the ballot and vote to approve the
work of the Membership and Bylaws Committees.

Bylaws are a very important tool that govern the association’s busi-
ness. They are used as a procedural manual to define the qualifications
for membership, who is entitled to vote, how meetings are called, how
board members are elected, their responsibilities, and much more.

Associations that represent thriving industries need to examine their
bylaws on a regular basis to make certain they keep pace with the
needs of the industry. The STMA Membership Committee has been
studying industry and STMA membership trends. They observed that
there are multiple sports turf managers in varying capacities at sports
facilities, yet only a small percentage of those facilities have multiple
members. The committee developed a classification in the proposed
Bylaws that makes it easy for these members to join. Pending mem-
bership approval of the Bylaws, the Board has set these dues at a lower
rate to encourage multiple members from the same facility to join.

The Membership Committee also analyzed the partnerships STMA has
developed with employer groups. They considered the National
Interscholastic Athletic Association of Administrators (NIAAA) and realized
that STMA could offer so much more as that association’s Educational
Partner. They see an opportunity for STMA to provide more information and
education to high school athletic directors. Thus, they created an Affiliate clas-
sification that allows this group to join and learn from STMA, but not vote or
hold office, and the Board has set the dues at less than half the cost of a pro-
fessional membership. Again, this is subject to membership approval.

To review the proposed Bylaws in its entirety, go to the Members
Only area of the STMA web site, www.sportsturfmanager.org, and click
on Bylaws.

Enclosed with the Bylaws revisions, will be the proposed Slate of
Candidates for the STMA annual election of the Board of Directors.
Please review the slate and cast your vote. All ballots are due at STMA
headquarters by midnight December 22, The results of the election and
bylaws changes will be announced at the STMA Annual Meeting, Friday,
January 18, in San Antonio, at the STMA Conference and Exhibition.

th_mnis SVILH elp=lprs1e [0

Increase Safety, Playability,
and Wear folerance of foarf

. — Increase aeration
' and drainage with
“anarrow slot
-#="trench-'n-fill"
system at 20" o.c.

— Minimal surface
disruption

Fill in 139 on reader service form or visit http://oners.hotims.com/9138-139

www.sportsturfmanager.org

Novem
Rochester F
EMPI ATE

GREEN INDUSTRY SHOW

QOver 2,000
Attendees! _
300+ Booth
Trade Show
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Four Green Industry Associations...
One BIG Conference and Trade Show
MNew York State Turigrass Assoclation, Inc.

New York State Flower industries, Inc.

New York State Arborists - ISA Chapter, Inc.
New York State Nursery/Landscape Assoclation, Inc.

1.7 STMA CEUs

GCSAA Education Points

49.75 DEC Credits
53 CNLP Credits
. 41.5ISA CEUs

For more
information

(518) 763-1229 | (800) 673-8873
{518) T83-1256 fax | show@nysta.org

www.nysta.org
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STMA In Action

ctober 1 marked the beginning of our Membership renewal
process. You can renew 3 ways:
1) On-line (www.sportsturfmanager.org)

2) Mail (STMA, 805 New Hampshire, Ste. E, Lawrence, KS 66044)

3) Fax (785-843-2977)

A renewal invoice will be mailed to you in November, but you can
also easily renew with your conference registration form. As always,
you can write one check for your conference registration, national dues,
and local chapter dues.

STMA will be raising its dues slightly for the student and sports turf
manager categories. These categories have not had an increase in more
than 4 years and during that time benefits have been enhanced and the
cost of doing business has increased. However, the primary reason for

the dues increase is to provide more programs and services to you, our
members. From the STMA membership survey conducted earlier this
year, STMA learned that members want more education and informa-

John Mascaro’s Photo Quiz

If you would like to submit a photograph for John Mascaro’s Photo Quiz please send it to John
Mascaro, 1471 Capital Circle NW, Suite 13, Tallahassee, FL 32303 or email to john@turf-tec.com. If
your photograph is selected, you will receive full credit. All photos submitted will become property
of SportsTurf magazine.
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embership Renewal Time!

IN 2007, LOOK FOR MORE
TECHNICAL AND PRACTICAL

INFORMATION IN AN EASY-
TO-ACCESS FORMAT ON-LINE.

tion to help them do their jobs better. In 2007, look for more technical
and practical information in an easy-to-access format on-line. For stu-
dents, dues will increase from $20 to $25, and sports turf managers will
pay $110, up from $95. Commercial dues will remain unchanged at
$295 and commercial associate dues at $75. Dues for academia and
researchers will stay the same at $95. B

op of a large chunk
_ mitaculously made it
through the rototilling and laser grading process and is
near a hash mark directly on an athletic field playing sur-
face. This concrete chunk first showed up as a small
brown circle in October 2005 during fall football prac-
tice and as the players wore off the grass in this particu-
lar area with repetitive work, it became a bald dome as
the concrete slowly revealed itself. The athletic field was
built in August of 2004 with native soils that were once
part of a golf course. The initial field contractor for rough
grading was a typical soils excavation contractor hired
by the building construction contractor, then UNT bid
out the laser grading and sod work to sports field con-
tractors to finish the work. The inset photo shows the size
of the concrete chunk and since this part of the country
was in severe drought conditions last year, one may
assume the fields clay base shrank, pushing or floating
the concrete chunk to the surface.

Photo submitted by Lanse Fullinwider, MCPTM, Grounds
Manager, University of North Texas in Denton. B
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Invest
in your future

Joih STMA today.

The Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA) is the recognized leader in
championing the sports turf industry and its professionals. STMA members"
combine the science of growing turfgrasses and the art of maintaining fields
to produce safe and aesthetically pleasing playing surfaces.

The three most important reasons for you to join STMA:

1. Job security
Take advantage of STMA's programs and services, and you proactively enhance your value to your employer.

2. Career success
The knowledge, skills and abilities you gain by accessing STMA’s education and information can help you to
prepare to take that next step in your career.

3. Recognition of your professionalism
STMA's advocacy with groups such as athletic directors, parks and recreation directors, coaches, and parents
enhances the image of the entire profession.

The top three benefits you will receive as an STMA member:
1. A network of peers who are willing to share their best practices.

2. Opportunities for education to help you do your job better.
3. Quick access to information and resources to help you save time.

Application

Name _ Membership Category
___ Sports Turf Manager $95

Title

Please note the primary type of facility
___ Facility used by Professional athletes

Sports Turf Managers Association

P.O. Box 414029, Kansas City, MO 64141
MName on Card _

Ph. 800-323-3875 (785) 843-2549 fax: (785) 843-2977 Card # Exp.Date________
www.sportsturfmanager.org email: STMAinfo@sportsturfmanager.org Signature

]

]

]

]

]

]

]

1

:

1

' e __ College/University

' __Schools K-12

i Address Parks & Rec

]

1

! City _____ State Zip gl Commercial Company $295

i Additional Member from same company $ 75

i Phone o Fax

i ___Student (with valid i.d.) $20

1

1 - -I

i T == Research/Teaching/Extension $95

I

] 2

1 Sture Chapter Dues (Call Headquarters for amount) $

i Cut Chapter Name

i - Contribution to SAFE Fuundatmn for research,

1 Here “I A S “ I L education and scholarship e
Z { to Total $ ;

Fax MANAGERS ASSOCIATION Payment Method (U.S. dollars)

i or Check M Order Purchase Order #

i : e Fiel . _ __Chec __Money Order _ Purchase

i Mail PSSR ERTY PROML PRt R i e (e _ CreditCard _ Mastercard __ Visa _ American Express __ Discover

]

i

]

1

I

(]

(]

]

]

]
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Sports Turf Managers
Association of Arizona: For
info contact David Oropeza, by
e-mail at doropeza@cityofno-
galez.net or 520/285-5781 or
Felipe Garcia by e-mail at fgarcia
@ci.flagstaff.az.us or at 520/
774-2868.

Chesapeake Chapter STMA
(formerly called Mid-Atlantic
Athletic Field Managers
Organization - MAFMO Chapter
STMA): For info contact Glenn
Sweet at glenn_sweet@landon.net
or call 301/495-5522,

Colorado  Sports  Turf
Managers Association: If you
are interested in running for the
Board of Directors, please contact
Richard Buelter at 303/233-2922
or dbuelter@jeffco.k12.co.us. For
more info visit ww w.cstma.org or
call the Chapter Hotline at
303/346-8954 or President Dick
303/233-2922, or
email dbuelter@jeffco.k12.co.us.

Buelter at

Florida #1 Chapter: We will
be having a chapter meeting
Nov. 7 at the Orange Bowl in
Miami. For more info visit the
Florida #1 Chapter page on
STMA’s website or contact Tom
Curran by e-mail at ctomsell@
aol.com or at 954/786-4138 or
Bud Nolder at 954/797-2560.

Gateway Chapter Sports
Turf Managers Association:
The Gateway chapter’s 4th
Annual Educational Golf Fund
Raiser will be held Oct. 18 at
Berry Hill Golf Course in
Bridgeton, MO. For more info
contact Mark  Vessell at
636/940-7776 or e-mail ves
sel@slysa.org or I'rank Schaffer
at 636/940-7776.

Georgia Sports Tuarf
Managers Association: For
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info contact Skip Kirby at
770/928-1580 or by e-mail at
skip@sportsturfmanagement.com.

The Greater L.A. Basin
Chapter of the Sports Turf
Managers Association: For
more info call Carol Gundlach,
CSFM, at 909/594-5611 ext. 5174
or e-mail cgundlach@mtsac.edu.

Illinois Chapter (formerly
Midwest Chapter) STMA: For
info call chapter secretary Libby
Baker at 847/263-7603 or e-mail
Bake60ft6in@aol.com.

Iowa Sports Turf Managers
Association: For info contact
Jeff Wendel, CGCS of The Turf
Office at 515/232-8222 or fax
515/232-8228 or e-mail Jeff@
iowaturfgrass.org.

Keystone Athletic Field
Managers Organization
(KAFMO/STMA): The 6th
Annual KAFMO Cup Open is
Monday, Oct. 16. It will be held
at a new location, the Iron Valley
Golf Club, with a 1:00 PM shot-
gun start. For info contact Dan
Douglas at 610/375-8469 ext. 212
or email to KAFMO@®@aol.com.

Kentucky Sports Turf
Managers Association: The
2006 KTC Conference and Trade
Show will be held Oct. 22-26,
2006 at the Holiday
University Plaza Hotel and Sloan

Inn

Convention Center in Bowling
Green. For info go to www.kyst-
ma.org or contact Tom Nielsen at
502/212-2287 or by email at
tnielsen@batsbaseball.com or
Aaron Boggs at Aboggs@bats-
baseball.com.

Michigan Sports Turf
Managers Association
(MiSTMA): MiSTMA will have

monthly Board of Directors

Chapter

Sponsors

JoHN DEERE

Alpine Services, Inc.

Premium Athletic Fields .. For All Sports

Hunfer

The Irrigation Innovators

Meetings on the third Wednesday
of each month at 10 AM in the
Hancock Turfgrass Center at
Michigan State. For info visit
www.mistma.org or contact Chad
Follis at 269/377-3340  or
269/381-0596 or by email at
chadfollis@farmngarden.com.

Minnesota Chapter STMA:
For info visit www.mstma.org or
contact chapter President Tom
Adamini at 952/953-2420 or by
e-mail at tadamini@ci.apple-

valley.mn.us.

MO-KAN Sports Tuarf
Managers Association: The
annual KTF (Kansas Turfgrass
Foundation) Conference will be
held Nov. 28-30, 2006 in Topeka.
For more info contact Jody Gill
at 913/239-4121 or by e-mail at
jgill@bluevalleyk12.org.

New England STMA (NEST-
MA): The NESTMA Fall
Workshop will be October 12,
2006 at Dartmouth College.
More details to come. For info
contact David Pinsonneault at
781/861-2757 or e-mail dpinson
@ci.lexington.ma.us or Nick
Caggiano at 603/589-3370 or
e-mail caggianon@ci.nashua.nh.us.

Nebraska  Sports  Turf
Managers Association: For
info contact Jennifer Roeber at
402/441-4425 or by e-mail at
jenr@saltdogs.com.

Sports Turf Managers of
New York: For info contact
Mike Albino at 315/468-6225 or
(c) 315/427-1214 or mikealbi-
no@earthlink.net or Kevin
Meredith at 607/287-6609 or
kimeredith@earthlink.net.

Sports Field Managers
Association of New Jersey:
The 91st Annual New Jersey
State League of Municipalities
Conference will be held Nov.
13-16, 2006 at the Atlantic City
Convention Center. For more
info call SFMAN]J at 908/730-
7770, e-mail HQ@sfmanj.org or
visit the Chapter website at
www.sfmanj.org.

Ohio Sports Turf Managers
Association (OSTMA): For
info contact OSTMA headquar-
ters at 614/354-1196 or Ostma@
aol.com. You can also visit our
new website at www.ostma.org.
The new OSTMA address is PO
Box 3426 Dublin, OH 43016.

Pacific Northwest Sports Turf
Managers Association: For info
contact Matt Johns at 253/445-4538
or mjjohns@puyallup.wsu.edu.

Southern California Chapter:
For info contact Michael Tarantino
at 858/679-2526 or by e-mail at
MTarantino@ powayusd.com.

South Carolina Chapter of
STMA: The SCSTMA

next
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Supreme-Green”
Turf Growth Cover
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* Reduces seed loss
* Promotes earlier
root establishment
= Accelera
* Reduces

Germination
ost ond
ice-damage
* Porous to allow water
and air circulation
* Mildew and rot resistent |

* Quick

rf repairs
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Got Thatch?

GET A THATCH
MASTER

60"/72" (Fairways/Athletic Fields)

Turf Specialties, Inc.
800-201-1031

www.turfspecialties.net
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MARKETPLACE

applications.
of flat to -1.85%, this lascr.is 4 sports
ficld contractors most valuable tool.

CL185 CONE LASER

desired cone
quick and easy.

Excellent for use with a rod mounted

receiver or machine control
/ djustable range

1-800-972-5273

LASERFORCELLC.COM
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STMA Chapter News

meeting will be the Annual
Business Meeting, to be held in
December in Columbia. For info
contact Bruce Suddeth at
864/503-5514 or by e-mail at
bsuddeth@uscupstate.edu or visit
our website at www.scstma.org,

Texas Sports Turf Managers
Association: The TXSTMA
Scholarship Golf Tournament
will be held October 11 at
Tangle Ridge Golf Course in
Grand Prairie. There will be an
8:00 am start with lunch follow-
ing play. For info contact T. J.
Thompson, President-Elect at
txturfmanager@ lscom.net

972/670-2138 (m).

or

www.sportsturfmanager.org

Tennessee Valley Sports
Turf Managers Association
(TVSTMA): The TVSTMA will
have its next meeting Nov. 9 at
Finley Stadium in Chattanooga.
For info call Chapter President Al
Ray at 931/388-0303 or by e-mail
at ARay@maurycounty-tn.gov.

Virginia Sports Turf
Managers Association: For
info contact President Bob

Studholme of the Fairfax County
Park Authority at 703/324-8590
or robertstudholme@fairfacounty.
gov.

Wisconsin  Sports  Turf
Managers Association: For

info visit the chapter website at
www.wstma.org or contact Audra
Anderson by e-mail at ajander2@
wiscmail.wisc.edu or 608/845-
6536 or Brett Grams by e-mail at
brett@waupacasand.com or 715/
258-8566 ext. 135.

FORMING
CHAPTERS:

North Florida STMA Chapter:
For information on the newly form-
ing North Florida Chapter, contact
Mark Clay at 904/633-6116 or Jay
McCord at 904/448-2583.

Idaho STMA: For information,
contact Greg Liggett, at 208/496-

2421 or email him at liggettg@
byu.i.edu.

Nevada STMA Chapter: lor
information, contact Corey Angelo
at 702/433-3113 or by e-mail at
sls654ASCM@ lesco.com.

Quad-State STMA Chapter:
Notice of interest in forming a chap-
ter covering SW Missouri, SE
Kansas, NW Arkansas, and NE
Oklahoma is in the works. For
information and to let the group
know if you are interested, contact
Leroy Spriggs, Grounds Foreman
at Missouri State University, by
phone at 417/836-5963 or by e-mail
al Ispriggs@missouristate.edu. B
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THE BLECAVATOR

OME PASS PERFECTION

From 52"—160" working widths
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The next wave in overseeding is here!

The patent-pending TriWave™ 60 overseeder is perfect for
rejuvenating heavily-used sports fields — allowing ongoing
overseeding with minimal disruption to play. Here's how:
= Three independent floating heads seed both low

and high spots.

= WaveBlade™ technology optimizes slit width for improved
seed-to-soil contact with minimal turf disruption.

* Special seed delivery system puts
seed directly into slit, increasing
germination with reduced waste.

= Infinite depth adjustment allows
tools-free in-field adjustments.

* 1-1/2" blade spacing increases germination with
fewer passes.

Experience the TriWave difference.
Call Turfco at 800-679-8201 today!

Tarfco Manufacturing = 1655 10138 &
Tel (763) 785-1000 «

neapolis, MN 5

THE LEADER. SINCE 1961,

Fill in 148 on reader service form or wisit httpu/oners.hotims.com/9138-148

Peat )2Inc.

9olf » sports Hurf » hevticulture

Ovgamics You Com Trust

A Minnesota-based peat company
servicing worldwide.

Peat, Inc. * Elk River, MN 55330 U.S.A.
www.peatinc.com * 763.441.8387 or 1.800.441.1880

.l -

il Moisture
; 2 l-.o
SM200 - Affordable Precision Soil
Moisture Sensor

v +/- 3 % scientific accuracy
¥~ Minimal soil disturbance

The SM200 is great for control or audit
applications.

HH2 - Hand Held Readout
Meter for portable soil
monitoring.

P
10808 Fallstone Rd. #350 Houston, TX 77099
Tel: 281-564-5100 Fax: 281-564-5200
admin@dynamax.com _www.dynamax.com
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i Pl Sydtent
Made of lightweight aluminum & FOLDABLE.
Self-aligning, 5 yard units.

LINE:UP

 Palatisy $Fein

Alurmnanumbar

4x6 in size, made of 1/8" aluminum
Offsets built-in for quick alignment
Three font types available

The Only Painting System
You'll Ever Need.

888-780-4441

Diversified Sports Specialties
www.DSSworks.com

Fill in 149 on reader service form or visit httpz//oners.hotims.com/9138-149

Fill in 147 on reader service form or visit http://oners.hotims.com/9138-147

great turf, safe play

With TYCROP's QuickPass 450 dropstyle spreader,
you can spread sand, compost or mixtures quickly
and consistently ot varying depths.

Call 1.800.845.7249

or visit www.tycropturf.com

7 Nothing's built like a TYCROP.

Fill in 150 on reader service form or visit httpz//oners.hotims.com/9138-150
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PLAN FOR A WINNING SEASON

GBS 1200 VERTICUTTER CERT|F|ED
PP SUSTAINABLE'

LAN DSCAPER

Deminishing

resources and client

demands have made Sustainable
Landscapes extremely important.
This valuable certification is a
must for any industry professional.

belt driven both sides
offset mounting

48" cutting width

CALL FOR YOUR FREE DEMO!

www.gradenusa.com
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We've just made it
. easierana more
| affordable

r for you to print your
| marketing
: materials!
ﬁ / Introducihg"

Power Printing
from M2MEDIA360

swer Printing
helping you create marketing toals

> ation allowing the marketing professional

= tocreate information-rich handouts, direct
= mail, and other promotional materials.

5 Turn to us when you're ready to print your
-

catalog sheets, reprints, brochures and
catalogs. We'll produce dazzling results for
you economically and reliably.

Contact Cheryl Naughton
at 770-995-4964 or
cnaughton@m2media360.com

Power Printing is a turn-key printing oper-

SPECIAL DEAL!

PURCHASE 16 PAILS OF 88-30 FOR $49.95 EAcH
AND YOU CAN BUY ANEW GRACO FIELDLAZER

$1795.00 guetisW

GET FREE FREIGHT ON BOTH
PLUS.... $300.00

GRACO BUCKS REBATE

WAND TIPS, FILTERS., ETG.
EBATE EXPIRES 10-31-06

NEW OPTICALLY BRIGHT
HIGH ENERGY FORMULATED
GREAT ATOMIZATION

SHARPER LINES
' EASY MIX & RE-MIX

LESS SETTLING

LONGER SHELF LIFE

FAST PAINTING & CLEANUP oo

NEW GRACO AIRLESS FIELDLAZER *sesonecr neamem

33 SUPER BOWL APPEARANCES

MISSOURI TURF PAINT

CALL 1-800-4Z26-0774
ASK FOR JON, LARRY, BOB OR CHRIS

MAY WE SEND YOU A COLOR CATALOG?
VISIT US: WWW.MISSOURITURFPAINT.COM

Fill in 163 on reader service form or visit http:/foners.hotims.com/9138-137
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ONLINE EDUCATION

Greenlndu Ec ?1%%%

?ﬁeﬁng the'Lantstape lﬁ’h-

reeninews TV show format onllne!

Episodes are either “Live” or “Pre-Recorded”
and archived for easy viewing 24 hours day,
7 days a week, 365 days a year! Episodes will
include coverage of industry and associa-
tions, tradeshow and conference events, new
technology, professional trends, tips and
more. Lots of FREE information in FUN and
EASY streaming internet video show.
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Sp

MANAGERS ASSOCIATION

Online Training

STMA Members - $30 each
Non-members - $50 each

Minuteman Parker's Estate Master®
Lawn Sweeper covers a 100 inch
sweeping path and has a 51 cubic
foot capacity. It easily picks up grass,
leaves, twigs and other lawn debris.
This model works great on golf
courses. athletic fields, parks and

other large turf areas. Session OCO1 - Schools K-12

Speaker 1-Floyd Perry, Grounds Mainfefiance Services
Speaker 2 - Dr. Grady Miller, Universty of Florida
Speaker 3~ John MaSEa TU-Tec Infemational
Speaker 4 - Dr. John Cisar, University of Florda

Session OC02 - Parks & Recreation
Speaker 1
Speaker 2 -Floyd PO'W Grounds Maintenance Sevices
Speaker 3 - Bill Bemy, City of Rock Hil
Speaker 4 - Richard Sanger, Sarasota Courty

Workshop OCO3 - Developing A Master Plan

Speaker 1- Franoois Hebert, Consulfant

For more information on the Estate
Master or any Minuteman Parker's
fine line of outdoor maintenance

equipment, please call 800-323-9420

tsIurf

-Preston Couriney, Disney Wide World of Sports

pro’schoice

SFORTE FIELD FACDUCTS

http://info.hotims.com/9931-304
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Workshop OC04 - Buiding Athletic Fields
Speaker 1-Dr. Chuck Darrah, CLC Labs
Speaker 2 - Bayd R. Montbomery I, The Toro Company
Speaker 3 - Mark Heinlein, The Motz Group

Workshop OC05 - Fertilzer
Speaker 1 - Brad Jakubowsld, University of Nebraska
Speaker 2 - Dr. Tom Samples, University of Tenessee
Demonstration OCO6 - Outdoor Demonsrations
Speaker 1 - Dr. Roch Gaussoin

Speaker 2 - Floyd Perry, Grounds Maintenance Services
Speaker 3 - Preston Courtney, Disney Wide World of Sports

or visit our website at
www. parkersweeper.com

See our online product demo at:
http://oners.hotims.com/9094-300

Fill in 154 on reader service form or visit http://oners. hotims.com/9138-154

For STMA Online Training
_ information and registration, visit
P S oy N R R et i R e ¥ e e fais
|Greenindustry qucation.com

~ SportsTurf Managers Association (800) 323-3875

&
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CUT HERE

Green
Mediator

Connnecting You to Advertisers,
and Their Products and Services

Advertisers’ Index/Reader
Service Information
Three fast and easy ways to get

additional information on products
and services in this issue:

. Visit the Web address next to the advertiser’s

name for the ad in this issue.

. Go to sportsturf.hotims.com to search for

products by category or company name. Plus,
link directly to advertisers’ Web sites, or
request information via e-mail or by fax.

. Complete the reader service information below.

Write in the reader service number from the
product or circle advertiser from the index, copy,
and fax to (416) 620-9790
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1 What is your company's primary business? (check ONLY ONE)
G 1 Athletic Field and/or Park Architect/Designer
T O School, College or University P 1 Park H 2 Other (please specify) ’
2 Which of the following best describes your title? (check ONLY ONE)
A 1 EXECUTIVE/ADMINISTRATOR — President, Owner, Partner, Director, General
Manager, Chairman of the Board, Purchasing Agent, Athletic Director
B O MANAGER/SUPERINTENDENT — Superintendent, Landscape/ Ground Maintenance

F 0 Sports Complex

Manager, Foreman, Supervisor

(U Yes, Please start/continue my
subscription to SportsTurf
4 No, thank you.

C 1 GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL — Government Commissioner, Agent, Other Government &gpatum: {I‘El]lllf&ﬂ} Date:
Official N s in)
D J SPECIALIST — Architect, Designer, Consultant, Agronomist, Horticulturist, Certified ame. I:|] ease pn
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F 3 COACH E O Other (please specify)
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YUYes NUONo Address:
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E 1 Over $1 million C 0 $50,001 - $100,000 City: State: Zip:
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D 0$100,001 - $500,000 A L $25,000 and under Phone: ax.
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BY DR. GRADY
MILLER

Professor, North
Carolina State
University

Questions?

Send them to
Grady Miller at
North Carolina State
University, Box 7620,
Raleigh, NC 27695-7620,
or email
grady _miller@ncsu.edu.

Or, send your
question to
David Minner at
lowa State University,
106 Horticulture Hall,
Ames, IA 50011
or email
dminner@iastate.edu.
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Start your renovation now

Jjust came from a meeting on renovating our high school's
baseball field. The initial plans were to build a new field
but now plans are to renovate the old one. Can you advise
us on a plan that can get this done ASAP? We need the
field ready for the first of the year. Our budget is ok and
should be at least adequate to do the project relatively easily. Please
let me know what you think is possible.

Thanks for your e-mail. To efficiently help you, I may
need more information. While your request may seem sim-
ple enough, without some indication of “where you are at”
and “where you want to go” it is a little difficult to reply.
“Renovate” is a relative term. If all the field needs is some
weed control and fertilizer, it is a lot different than turf
removal, drainage installation, earth movement, re-estab-
lishment, etc., required for other renovations.

I don’t know why you want to renovate, so I'm just going
to address the steps as they relate to issues. You said ASAP,
but no indication of timeline for the work or when it would
begin or even who is doing the work (in-house or a contrac-
tor). Saying a “good budget” is also pretty relative to how
extensive a “re-build” you need and the desired end result.

Off the top of my head:

1. Spray out any living vegetation with Glyphosate (e.g.,
Roundup applied at 4 pounds of active ingredient per acre).
I suggest three applications at 3-week intervals to remove
common bermudagrass. I realize this will delay the project
9 weeks, but this will help minimize a reoccurrence of com-
mon bermudagrass after the field is renovated. Since it is
nearly September as I write this, try to get the first applica-
tion out as soon as possible to beat the cooler weather. If
you delay getting the turf sprayed too much longer, it may
be better to wait until spring/summer for renovation. If the
field is not bermudagrass, less extensive herbicide applica-
tions or alternative products may be more appropriate.

2. Scrape the surface to remove debris. If the vegetation
has decayed and you have a sandy soil, then a box blade
on a tractor is usually sufficient. If not, go to the next step
and come back to this step as needed.

3. Alleviate compaction of field via rototilling or other
aggressive soil cultivation (as needed).

4. Have the field surveyed to re-establish proper
drainage (you may have to address sideline fences or other
structures as well as soil buildup during this step). Have a
well-thought out drainage plan; otherwise drainage prob-
lems may forever haunt you.

5. Consider infield drainage, leveling etc., with above
step if water movement has been a significant problem.
You may have to add or remove clay as necessary. You

may also consider replacing infield clay if the existing
material is not performing as desired.

6. Determine the appropriate grass for your area.
Assuming you are from the Deep South, find a reputable
supplier of a quality hybrid bermudagrass (e.g., Tifway,
TifSport, Celebration, etc). Often local golf course super-
intendents are knowledgeable on the better local sod pro-
ducers. Your local extension service may also have good
advice on sod growers. An alternative would be planting
one of the new seeded cultivars (Princess, Riviera, etc).
The seed can usually be obtained from local distributors.
Check your yellow pages under the titles “seed,” “farm
supply,” or “sod.”

Generally, the suggested way to establish hybrid
bermudagrasses for sports fields is to sprig, but planting
sprigs in September or later is generally not suggested.
Bermudagrass grows best with nighttime temperatures in
the 60s. You could sod but it would be costly. During the
late fall and winter you do not have much of an option if
you need the field in the spring. Your best bet in the
fall/winter months is to get sod that is still green and hope
for some warm temperatures. If you are not in the south,
then an alternative grass (fescue, bluegrass, etc) may be
more appropriate.

7. After planting grass (I am assuming the irrigation sys-
tem is sufficient), follow good grow-in practices (irrigation,
fertilization, soil amelioration, and pest control). There are
several good publications available from our University as
well as other sources that cover athletic field management
practices once the turf is established.

Without more information, I am not sure how much
information to share with you. If the school needs exten-
sive help through the process, I would suggest you hire
either a knowledgeable contractor for the construction or
an experienced consultant. Either can spend the time to
write out detailed plans and/or direct the work required to
fully renovate a site.

Response from School Representative: Thank you so much
Jfor your prompt reply. Yes, my e-mail was vague. Our school is in
central Florida and I'm afraid we'’re faced with “turf removal,
drainage installation, earth movement, re-establishment, etc.” As
you very well know, budgets come and go like the tides. Yes, it
would be so much better in the growing season. However, we are
subject to lose the funds if we don’t use them right now.

Your notes were very helpful; we sprayed the field today. We
have a local company that can do the earth movement and is
Sfamiliar with golf course construction. We have contacted a tur-
furass company that is giving us a good price on one of the grass-
es you mentioned. Thanks again! B
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