
Pacific Northwest Sports 'furl
Managers Association: For
information on the Chapter or
upcoming events, contact Matt
johns at 253/445-4538 or
mjjohns@puyallup.wsu.edu.

Southern Cali.forniaChapter:
For information on the Southern
California Chapter or pending
activities, contact Michael
Tarantino at 858/679-2526 or by e-
mail at MTaranlino@powayusdcom.

South Carolina Chapter of
SI'MA: The SCSTMA Annual
Business Meeting will be held in
December in Columbia. For info-rna-
tion contact Bruce Suddeth at 864/503-
5.514 or at bSllddeth@uscllpstate.edu
or visit www.scsuna.org.

Texas Sports TUrf Managers
Association: The TXSTMA

Scholarship Golf Tournament will
be held on October 11, 2006 at
Tangle Ridge Golf Course in
Grand Prairie. Start is 8 AM with
lunch following, For information
con tad T. J. Thompson,
President-elect, at txturhnanag-
er@1scom.netor972/670-2138.

Tennessee Valley Sports
Thrf Managers Associatio.n
(TVSTMA):The TVSTMA will
have its next meeting on Nov. 9,
2006 at Finley Stadium in
Chattanooga. For information on
the Chapter or upcoming events,
call Chapter President, AI Ray at
931/388-0.30.3 or bye-mail at
ARay@maurycounty-tn.gov.

Virginia Sports Turf
Managers Association: The
VST!vLA. will participate in the
Virginia 'Iurfgrass Council

STMA Chapter News
Annual Conference,january 9-11,
2007 in Fredericksburg, The
VSTMA Annual Membership
meeting will be there .Jan. 10. For
info contact Bob Studholme at
703/324-8590 or robert.studholme
@fairfaxl;ounty.gov.

Wisconsin Sports Turf
Managers Association: For
info visit www.wstma.org or con-
tact Audra Anderson at ajan-
der2@wiscmaiLwisc.edu or 608/
845-6536 or Brett Grams at
brett@waupacasand.com or 715/
258-8566 ext. 135.

FORMING CHAPTERS:

North Florida STMA
Chapter: The newly fanning
chapter will meet Dec. 12 at

Jacksonville University. Harold
jones and others will speak and

CEU's will be issued. Lunch will
be provided. Contact Ed Attalla at
904-705-6871. For info contact
john Mascaro at R.50/580-4026,
Mark Clay at 904/633-6116 arjay
i\h:Cord at 904/448-2583.

Idaho STMA: Contact Greg
Liggett at 208/496-2421 or
liggettg@byu,i,edu.

Nevada STMA
Contact Corey
702/433-3113 or
@lesco,com.

Chapter:
Angelo at

sls654ASCM

Quad-State STMA Chapter:
Interest in forming a chapter cov-
ering S\';' Missouri, SE Kansas,
NW Arkansas, and NE Oklahoma
is in the works. For info contact
Leroy Spriggs, Missouri State
Univ., at 4-17/836-5963 or lspriggs
@missouristate.edu .•
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Got Thatch? LINEiSUP
.ll....

Made of lightweight aluminum & FOLDABLE.
Self-aligning, 5 yard units.

GET A THATCH
MASTER

4x6 in size, made of 1/8" aluminum
Offsets built-in for quick alignment

Three font types available

The Only Painting System
You'll Ever Need.

888-780-4441

60"/72" (Fairways/Athletic Fields)

Turf Specialties, Inc.
800-201-1031
www.rurfspecialcies.net

A~
Diversified Sports Specialties

www.DSSworks.com
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MARKETPLACE II

Fence Guard'M prolective covers ior chain link
fencing from Partac Pea! Corp. are available in six
colors-safely yelluw, dark green, red, white. blue,
and orange-a, well as three grad,.'-premium,
standard and lile. These Uv-resistant, polyethylene
covers protect players from injuries and provide a
distinctive look to yourfencing.

Fence Guam'" comes in cartons of tel") 8-1t.
sections pre-drilled for securing every 2 feet to
fence, One hundred s-m. UV resistant ties are

included.
For safety and uniform appearance, you

should remove crowns from the tops of fence
posts so Ihallhrc enure fence top is covered; ends
can be butted or overlapped, and the product is
easy to install.

Other styles abo available, as well as wind-
screen, wall padding and portable safety fencing.

PARTAC"IBEAM CLAY·
800·247·2326

WWW.BEAMCLA.Y.COM
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A New Distance-Based Certificate Course from UGA!

Have some "down timer/this fall? Enroll in the newest turfgrass course from UGA!

Sponsored by the University of Georgia, the Sports Turfgrass Management
Certificate Course offers up-to-date information on the establishment and care
of sports fields.

Or enroll in our popular Principles ofTurfgrass Management certificate program,
also available in Spanish!

For more information, call Bob Wells
at 706-542-6692 or e-mail
Bob.Wells@georgiacenter.uga.edu.

SPORTS
TURFGRASS
MANAGEMENT
CERTIFICATE COURSE

www.georgiacenter.uga.eduJis/stm

,w,"", The University of Georgia
I~,I Centerfor Continuing Education

, 7 8 5 Corljerence Center & Hotel
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Green
Mediator
Connnecting You 10 Advertisers,
and Their Products and Services

Advertisers' IndexlReader
Service Infonnation
Three fast and easy ways to get
additional information on products
and services in this issue:

1. Visit the Web address next to the advertiser's
name for the ad in this issue.

2. Go to sportsturf.hotims.com to search for
products by category or company name, Plus,
link directly to advertisers' Web sites. or
request information via a-mail or by fax,

3. Complete the reader service information below.
Write in the reader service number from the
product or circle advertiser from the index, copy,
and fax to (416) 620-9790

Please write the reader service number for
FREE product Information in the boxes above
If this is not your copy of ST, please go to
www.submag.com/sub/outosign up for a FREE
one rear suIIscripfion of your own.
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Lessons learned in 25 years
with STMA. Part VI

BY DR. DAVID
MINNER

Professor, Iowa State
University

Questions?
Send them 10

David Minner at
Iowa State University,
106 Horticulture Hall,

Ames, IA 50011
or email dminner@

lastate.edu.

Or, send your
question to

Grady Miller at
North Carolina State
University, Box 7620,
Raleigh, NC 27695·

7620. or email
grady ~mitler@ncsu.edu

L
esson #17: All athletic fields can benefit
from deep aerification. Sports turf
managers are fascinated with sticking steel
deeper (6 to 12 inches) into the ground to
make large channels to facilitate air, water,

and nutrient intake into the soil profile, Compaction and
hardness are immediately reduced and beneficial root
growth is often observed within the deep mechanical
voids. Some machines use deep, solid, or hollow tines,
such as the VertiDrain, Soil Reliever, Terra Spike, while
others like the AerWay and Siais shatter the ground, and
still others slice into the surface and redistribute soil from
the rootzone onto the surface as a topdressing, like the
Koro topdressing recycler.

Lesson #18: Contract services vs, purchasing
equipment. Sometimes high purchase costs of coring,
seeding, and spraying equipment may be difficult to justi-
fy, especially if it is only used a few times each year.
Contracting may also be useful if your personnel and facil-

ity are not certified to apply or store
pesticides. Contract services can pro-
vide custom application of these field
management practices without the bur-
den of overhead costs and regulation.
Choose a reputable company with spe-
cific expertise in athletic field manage-
merit. Contracting can serve as a step-
ping stone towards developing your
own "in house" sports field manage-
ment program with the goal of having a
Certified Sports Field Manager (CSFM)
to professionally manage your facility.
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Lesson #19: One synthetic rubber-in fill field some-
where on your facility can greatly im.prove the con-
dition of all your grass fields since it provides a place
to play or practice during inclement weather or when grass
fields need a period of recovery.

Lesson #20: There are many mowing rules that we have
discussed over the years (http://www.greenmediaonline.com/
uploads/STlfeatures/O.5Ol_qa.asp). When irrigation is not
limited J suggest that you select a mowing height that

best suits the playing condition for your particular sport
and then stay within 15% of that desired mowing
height. Bermudagrass and some cool-season grass situa-
tions will benefit from "scalp mowi.ng" to reduce the
"puffiness" of the surface or in severe situations when you
are renovating and smoothing fields with aerification and
topdressing.

Lesson #"21: My Dad often said "Keep your eyes
and ears open, boy." After a few years as a young pro-
fessor I thought I knew it all. But most of the important
things 1 learned from you, when 1 quietly listen and
observe how you do those amazing things to make grass
grow, or make people listen, or get things done with limit-
ed resources. So when I borrow your ideas and pass them
on to others in the profession, remember, that that is the
greatest form of flattery 1 can offer you.

Getting older I sometimes forget where I stole some of
the ideas. So do me a favor and don't forget to brag on
yourself a little. I like to hear how you have been involved
with the changes in sports turf management over the past
25 years. Sometimes the failures along the way to success
are more meaningful and fun to talk about.

Lesson #22: Over the past 25 years there have been
many new products developed specifically fat the
sports turf industry. Take a minute to look at the wide array
of products that support this industry and are featured in
this magazine. Sports turf management has truly become a
highly specialized and definable commodity within the
turf and landscape sector.

From the sponsors in this magazine you can choose
products to mow, water, fertilize, cultivate, sweep, top-
dress, seed, or sad a field. You can contract with a consult-
ant or field management company to provide services or
make recommendations or completely build and rebuild
your field. You can buy paint, and painting equipment,
and even a plant growth regulator to help you save on
painting and mowing. There are even covers to make your
field grow better when it is too cold. There ate many new
and exciting products to help you do your job bcuer and
many turf managers are developing good working rela-
tionships with manufacturers to help them improve and
develop new products .•

www.greenmediaonline.com
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Looking for perspective in drainage?
www.varicore.com

IJ\f[} C!fJ Ofr:!J°FLOW
Professional Drainage Systems

Technical Assistance I Complimentary Design & layout I Project Planning
vancore Technologies, Inc. I 800-978-B007 I servrceevancore.corn
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