Got Thatch?

GET A THATCH
MASTER

60”/72” (Fairways/Athletic Fields)

Turf Specialties, Inc.
800-201-1031

www.turfspecialties.net

Fill in 154 on reader service form or visit http://onershotims.com/9133-154

TERRA SPIKES AND MORE

Nation’s #1 Distributor has trade-in’s
and demo’s for greens, tees,
fairways and sportsfields

B e

SPIKE AERI
MF1440 TRAC

.4 WD, 40 HP,
THAN 100 HOLRS

MF 1180 TRACTC
TURF TIRES REAR §
2000 H
COMMERCIAL TURF & TRACTOR 800-748-7497
www.commericalturfandiractor.com

e ""'-;U . HOME OF BRYANS BLEND BBQ SAUCE
www.bryansblend.com

Fill in 181 on reader service form or visit http://oners.hatims.com/9133-181

1 BIJO 373—0337

Our F:eld is Preparing Your F|e1d

Fillin 155 on reader service form or visit http://oners.hotims.com/9133-155

MARKETPLACE

THE BLECAVATOR

DNE PASS PERFECTION

From 52"—160" working widths

Fillin 156 on reader service form or visit http://oners hotims.com/9133-156

PLAN FOR A WINNING SEASON

: Stabi’\l'fzer Solutlons,'-l_h,c.\
33/South 28 Street

Fill in 164 on reader service form or visit http:/foners.hotims.com/9133-164

Leaders in Soil Moisture
Monitoring...

SM200 - Affordable Precision Soil
Moisture Sensor

¥ +/-3 % scientific accuracy
¥ Minimal soil disturbance

The SM200 is well suited to irrigation
applications. Readings can be used to
optimize irrigation scheduling, or the
SM200 can be installed as part of an
automatic irrigation system.

HH2 - Hand Held Readout
Meter for portable soil
monitoring.

: Mohmuf c En_ggﬂon Cgvgml!ar
g Automé&a rrigation smﬂ%lsturs control
Saves money, reduce water bills up to 50%
'f Beautiful turf grass has enough water, no saresa
¥ Quick & easy installation :
The IL2-MC Moisture Clik™ Irrigation Controll_eri'_'-
includes the IL2 moisture sensor. The sensor is buried
in the root zone and activates an irrigation timer or valve
when the soil moisture drys below the set-point. -

10808 Fallstone Rd. #350 Houston, TX 77099
Tel:281-564-5100 Fax: 281-564-5200
admin@dynamax.com www.dynamax.com

Fillin 163 on reader service form or visit http://oners.hotims.com/9133-163
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 Session LE02

Pesticides on Turfgrass

Jay Gan_ Ph.D., University of Califomia, Riverside
- Bruce Kidd, Dow Agro Science

prokoirs el i b s i
on e use of
“order fo r%ctagmet , and restore the
conwhﬁvebaiammfavorofmem This session
- pesticides on turfgrass. One
will be the fate of pesticides in the environment and
strategies for minimi runoff and offsite
practices for i speufac»\eed iaﬂ?rfgassmm
manag sin
vamussmsﬁJIm?;hons will be drawn
ﬂn sional sports fields, all the
toyourch 's beat-up soccer fields, with
. WMWWWMMMM
better performing turfgrass

Need CEUs - $30 Without CEUs - $20
£ Register online at

Your Continuing Education Oasis
877.964.6222

Fill in 157 on reader service form or visit http://oners.hotims.com/9133-157  Fill in 158 on reader service form or visit http://oners.hotims.com/9133-158

Minuteman Parker's Estate Master®
Lawn Sweeper covers a 100 inch
sweeping path and has a 51 cubic
foot capacity. It easily picks up grass,
leaves, twigs and other lawn debris.
This model works great on golf
courses. athletic fields, parks and

other large turf areas.

For more information on the Estate
Master or any Minuteman Parker's
fine line of outdoor maintenance
equipment, please call 800-323-9420
or visit our website at
www.parkersweeper.com

See our online product demo at:
http://oners.hotims.com/9094-300

SMLEfb
Evaluating and Amending Soil

Kent Kurtz, Ph.D., Calif. State Polytechnic Univ, Pomona
Dirk Muntean, Soil and Plant Laboratory, inc
Maintenance of high quality sports turf, including
golf There are many types of soils used for the
construction and establishment of turfgrasses on
sports fields. Poor soil physical properties and
fertility imbalances reduce turf health, quality, and
performance. Many potential problems can be
solved by thorough examination and comection
prior to turf planting. This session will provide the
turf professional with a check list of potential
problem areas that can be adjusted or comected
prior to turf installation by considering types of
field materials or soils, pre-plant fertilizers, and
organic amendments.

Need CEUs - $30 Without CEUs - $20
8” Register online at

~ Your Continuing Education Oasis
877.964.6222

Session LE22 Sponsored by STMA
Managing Healthy Sports Fields

Tom Samples, Ph.D., University of Tennessee
Paul Sachs, Mmmagams

Many of today’s new products and
technologies can help sports turf

managers maintain healthy, wear-ms&slant.

turfs. Timely mowing, fertilization,
watering, aeration and pest control are

fundamental. Learn that the vast majority

of soil organisms are beneficial in a
functioning ecosystem.

Need CEUs - $30 Without CEUs - $20
Register online at

877, 964 6222

.

fif I .; lril_ ‘-.",'
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Session LE13

Synthetic Infill vs. Natural Turf

A.J. Powel, Ph.D., Universty of Kertucky

Darren Gill, Field Turf

The examination of constructlon
maintenance, renovation, repair and other
costs for a natural grass field and synthetic
infills including as testing for safety and
performance. The differences between
polyethelene yam type synthetic infills and
nylon non- mﬁlled fields that have higher
sports shoe traction test results and the
ball bounce and rebound that closely
resemble the performance of a natural
field will be explored. - e

Need CEUs - $30 wwhow CEUs - szo
_ Reg;ster ona‘meaf e

. Your Contmung Educat:on Oas:s' '
877.964.6222

Fill in 159 on reader service form or visit httpz//oners.hotims.com/9133-159

ConleH  SomontbysT
Developing an Aerification
Program for Sports Fields

Trent Hale, Ph.D., Clemson University
Dale Getz, TheTauCampmy

“Learn how aerification of both warm-season
and cool-season turfgrasses are an essential
patofagoodsportsﬁeidmamtenance o

program. The primary benefit of core
aerification is to alleviate soil compaction.
However, there are many other benefits ofa
routine aerification program, mcludmg water
infiltration, compaction rehef air exehange, :
seedbed pmparanon efc. :

Need CEUs - $30 wmncsw 320
Regfster online at _

8?7 964 6222
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Green
Mediator

Connnecting You to Advertisers,
and Their Products and Services

Advertisers’ Index/Reader
Service Information

Three fast and easy ways to get
additional information on products
and services in this issue:

. Visit the Web address next to the advertiser's
name for the ad in this issue.

. Go to sportsturf.hotims.com to search for
products by category or company name. Plus,
link directly to advertisers’ Web sites, or
request information via e-mail or by fax.

Complete the reader service information below.

. Write in the reader service number from the
product or circle advertiser from the index, copy,
and fax to (416) 620-9790

Please write the reader service number for
FREE product information in the boxes above
If this is not your copy of ST, please go to
www.submag.com/sub/ou to sign up for a FREE

one year subscription of your own.

SportsTurf ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

Advertiser

Aerway Holland
Airfield Systems
Barenbrug

Blec USA

Broyhill Fleet
Commecial Turf and Tractor
Covermaster
Covertech

Diversified Sports Specialties
Dynamax

Excell Minerals

First Products

Graco

Graden USA
GreenOne Industries
GreenOne Industries
GreensGroomer
Haydite/Game On
Hunter Industries
Jacobsen

KRAIN

Kromer

Lands Expo

Lands Expo

Laser Force

Laser Leveling
Lebanon Turf

MASA

Millcreek Mfg
Minuteman Parker
Minuteman Parker
Netex Canada Netting
MNewStripe

0il DrifPro’s Choice
Partac Peat

Quantum Turf Technologies
Rainbird

Reel Rollers
Roots/Novozymes
Rotadairon Emrex
Sisis Co-Op Ad
Stabilizer Solultions
STMA Membership Ad
Synthetic Turfgrass Council
Toro

Turf Diagnostics

Turf Specialties

Ty Crop Mfg

Varicore

Wessco

West Coast Turf
Western Pozzolan
Wiedenmann

World Class Athletic Surfaces
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Please complete this form in it's entirety to receive your product information.

1 What is your company's primary business? (check ONLY ONE)
G O Athletic Field and/or Park Architect/Designer
T 0 School, College or University PO Park H O Other (please specify)._
2 Which of the following best describes your title? (check ONLY ONE)
A O EXECUTIVE/ADMINISTRATOR — President, Owner, Partner, Director, General
Manager, Chairman of the Board, Purchasing Agent, Athletic Diractor
B O MANAGER/SUPERINTENDENT — Superirtendent, Landscape / Ground Maintenance

F O Sports Complex

Manager, Foreman, Supervisor

d Yes, Please start/continue my
e subscription to SportsTurf

Q No, thank you.

C O GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL — Government Commissioner, Agent, Other Government Signature: {required) Date:
Official 5
D O SPECIALIST — Architect, Designer, Cansultant, Agronomist, Horticulturist, Certified Name: [ﬂhﬂﬁ! Pﬂﬂl}
Specialist
- } Title:
F O COACH E 1 Other (please specify)
3 Do you have the authority to buy, specify or recommend products Company:
and/or services for your business or organization?
YOYes NONo Address:
4 Yearly operating expenditures (sxcluding salaries) : .
F [ Over $1 million C 01$50,001 - $100,000 City: State: Zip:
E U $500,001 - $1 million B 1 $25,001 - $50,000
D 2 $100,001 - $500,000 A 0 $25,000 and under Phone: Fax:

5 Please also send a free subscription to the following people at the
same location
MName Tithe,
Name Title

Email: (required)
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Lessons learned in 25 years
with STMA, Part i

BY DR. DAVID

MINNER
Professor, lowa State

University

Questions?
Send them to
David Minner at
lowa State University,
106 Horticulture Hall,
Ames, |A 50011
or email
dminner@iastate.edu.

Or, send your
question to
Grady Miller at the
University of Florida,
PO Box 110670,
Gainesville, FL 32611,
ar email gmiller@
mail.ifas.ufl.edu.

CHYC L COMNES

54 May 2006

esson #9: Whenever possible establish

grass from seed or sprigs instead of sod.

By no means does this statement indicate

that sod should not be used in many ath-

letic field situations. I've included this as
one of my lessons because it took me many years to real-
ize that seeded or sprigged fields, especially sand-based
fields, have fewer layering problems. The soil, fine sand,
and thatch associated with sod can impede water move-
ment and rooting into the field's rootzone below.

More importantly, the amount of roots produced below
the sod are far fewer than those produced from the same
area of a seeded field. If you want evidence, try this: On a
sand-based field that has been sodded in the past 2 years,
reach down and grab the sod, then pull straight up and
notice that the sod easily lifts about a half inch. | have even
noticed this on fields that are 4 years old and that have
received several rounds of topdressing and aerification.

Now cut out a square foot of the field and shake the
sand free from the sod to inspect the amount of rooting.
Each square inch of sod may only have five or fewer roots
anchoring the sod to the rootzone mix below. More roots
are present where the aerification holes are and that is a
testimony for aerification of sodded fields to reduce layer-
ing problems.

Compare this with a seeded field that has a
continuous and massive supply of roots
through out the upper 6 inches of the rootzone.
Sodded fields have the advantage of being
more stable after 30 to 90 days of grow-in;
however seeded fields will have better stability
and usually less divoting after the initial playing
season. | was convinced of this by a sand-
based football field in Minnesota that was
seeded with Kentucky bluegrass by John Hopko
of Professional Turf & Renovation. John seeded
on April 29, 2000, and play began August 21
that same year. The field hosted 28 events and was home
to the Eden Prairie 1A Football Champions.

By the second season the seeded field was more sta-
ble than most sodded fields of the same age. To compete
with synthetic turf there is a need for low-cost, natural
grass fields that have high performance. Six to eight inch
sand pad fields can be seeded or sprigged, treated with
Primo, and ready for play in 4 to 8 months depending on
the location.

The point is, when planning new field construction,
don't assume that it must be sodded. Since seeded
fields have fewer problems, plan early and try to arrange
the construction schedule and opening day to accommo-
date seeding. Use sod as a back up if needed. Seeding
cool-season grasses also provides the opportunity to
specifically select grass varieties that may not be avail-
able as sod.

Just so | don't get “big rolled” by my sod friends it
should be stated that there are countless examples of
sodded fields, both native soil and sand-based, that con-
tinue to perform quite well under the supervision of a
sports turf manager who understands the need for culti-
vation. For many years | would direct clients toward the
sod option since it was easy and provided instant and
mature grass. In situations were instant grass is needed,
big roll 2-inch thick-cut sod has been a wonderful and sav-
ing recommendation to have in the arsenal. However, the
lesson | learned and want to share here is that sand
fields can in fact be seeded and by the second playing
season they often perform better and are easier to man-
age than sodded fields.

Lesson #10: Develop at least one “show case field”
since your reputation as a field manager will be built on
the quality of your best field, with less attention given to
the amount of resources or number of fields under your
care. Be sure to allocate sufficient resources for one field
so that you can show your ability to produce a high quali-
ty sports field. Sacrifice resources used on other fields
that are not producing a noticeable improvement.
Document additional resources needed to produce a qual-
ity field and use the information when reqguesting future
resources to improve inadequate fields.

You should be able to define minimal inputs required
for a desired level of field quality. Select a field with mod-
erate to light traffic to “showcase.” Additional resources
may not produce a better field if excessive traffic is the
major problem. Purchase a digital camera; it is the most
important tool for showing the changes that occurred on
the facility under your direction. Pictures of construction
projects are also a valuable record of what is buried under
the facility. Underground irrigation, drainage, and utilities
may need to be accessed and pictures are often more
important than drawings. A photographic record of the
grounds crew and their activities can also develop a
sense of pride in a job well done. B

www.greenmediaonline.com
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BUILDING
BLOCKS FOR
SUCCESSFUL
DRAINAGE(
PROJECTSK

Water Management

(Wicglei-FLOW

Varicore Technologies, Inc. - 800-978-8007 - service@varicore.com
WWWw.varicore.com

‘

\ \ Product Availability
\\ \\ \ Availability is essential for any
\\

construction project. Products
\\ &

in a catalog or in a warehouse

are of no value to the contrac-

! tor. Multi-Flow is delivered

' promptly and in any quantity.

By the roll or by the truckload,

N Y Multi-Flow shows up on time
M. and ready for work!
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