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"‘The most advanced fertilizer technology
avallable today for Sports Turf.“ =

us at Booth #33%

GRIGG BROTHERS e e n
P.O. BOX 128 « ALBION, IDAHO 83311 T™
For a Distributor Near You Call:
or find us on the web at www.griggbros.com

Granular Fertilizers & Soil Amendments
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STMA in Action

STMA announces Field of the Year Award winners

TMA announces 14 Field of the Year Award winners for
2005. The awards will be presented at the annual STMA
Conference and Exhibition awards banquet on Friday,
January 20. The STMA Conference and Exhibition is January 18-22
in Orlando, FL.
The winners are:
BASEBALL
(Schools/Parks): Hilicrest Booster Field, Greenville, SC; David
Brooks, Sports Turf Manager
(Collegiate): Charlie Smith Field at Tony Gwynn Stadium, San
Diego, CA; Ron Hostick, CSFM, Sports Turf Manager
(Professional): Roger Dean Stadium, Jupiter, FL; Marshall
Jennings, Sports Turf Manager
FOOTBALL
(Schools/Parks): Viking Field at Bryan High School, Bryan, TX;
David Hanus, Athletic Fields and Grounds Supervisor
(Collegiate): Michigan State University, Spartan Stadium, East

(Collegiate): Olivet Nazarene University, Soccer Field,
Bourbonnais, IL; Larry Berry, Assistant Director of Physical Plant
(Professional): INVESCO Field at Mile High, Denver, CO; Ross
Kurcab, CSFM, Turf Manager

SOFTBALL

(Schools/Parks): Lady Viking Field at Bryan High School, Bryan,
TX; David Hanus, Athletic Fields and Grounds Supervisor
(Collegiate): ASA Don E. Porter Hall of Fame Stadium, Oklahoma
City, OK; Rick Newville, Sports Turf Superintendent

COMPLEX

(Schools/Parks): North Scott Community School District,
Eldridge, |A; John Netwal, CGCS, Director of Operations
(Collegiate): Lebanon Valley College, Annville, PA; Kevin Yeiser,
Director of Grounds and Athletic Facilities

(Professional): Surprise Recreation Campus, Surprise, AZ; Joe
Kennedy Ill, Baseball Maintenance Manager

The Field of the Year awards program began in 1992. There are

Lansing, MI; Amy Fouty, CSFM, Athletic Turf Manager
(Professional): INVESCO Field at Mile High, Denver, CO; Ross
Kurcab, CSFM, Turf Manager

SOCCER
(Schools/Parks): Sportscore |l Soccer Complex, Rockford, IL;
Steve Roser, Sports Field Superintendent

five field types for which awards may be given: baseball, football,
soccer, softball, and complex. For each field type, awards may be
given in three categories: professional, collegiate, and
schools/parks. To be considered for the Complex of the Year Award,
the facility must have a minimum of four fields and host a minimum
of three different sports.

TURF-DIRT PROTECTION

power to move mountains

Bunt Zon
INFIELD TURF PROTECTOR
Durable, breathable mesh with
built-in color coded targets for
bunting and hitting practice.
Coaches gladly use this
protector at every session.

Wind Weighted®
BASEBALL TARPS
Steel chain in edge hem
keeps these rain covers
down in winds up to 65 mph.
No stakes or sand-bags ever
needed. EASY TO INSTALL. ’

Both Bunt Zone and Wind Weighted products have multiple patents pending.

Thinking love con maove mountaing may be good for wome, but when you need
1o got the job done, you'll need more than love. ou'll need TYCROP:
14400 Matenal Hondling Unit, ideal for daily mointencnce,
landscnping ond consiciion.  Designed with the cmisonce
of Suparinmndents from around the world, the MHA00 wil sowe
you lime, eliminale costly kabor and reduce your cperaing coats.

el o For FOOTBALL we make:

Find cut more today, Bench Zone™ Sideline Turf Protectors (They allow sun and rain thru, but not
1.800.845.7249 cleats) and Cross-Over Zone ™ Track Protectors (They cushion and protect
www. hyCrop. com

modern track surfaces from cleat and traffic damage.)

AER-FLO, Inc.
800-823-7356 Bradenton, FL  www.aerflo.com
Visit us at STMA Conference: Booth #1021
All trademarks are property of Aer-Flo, Inc.  © 2006: Aer-Flo, Inc.

STMA, Loke Busna Vists, FL - Jonvary 18-2, 2006 Bookh #113
GolF inchusiry Shows, Aflonis, GA - February 911, 2006 Bookh #3219

ASK LS ABOUT OUR CONVENIENT FINANCING PROGRAM
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STMA in Action

STMA member wins
IPM award

=
g evin Trotta, head groundskeeper for the North
g Rockland Central School District in Rockland
':0': County, NY, recently received the New York State
= Excellence in IPM Award, according to Dr.
é Michael Hoffmann, director of the New York State
z IPM Program. He is the first athletic field manager
g and STMA member to receive this award. Each
A panel of five judges independently scored each entry based on yeer the Program awards individuals or organiza-
the playability and appearance of the playing surfaces, innovative tions whose work supports integrated pest man-
solutions employed, effective use of budget, and the development agement in-New York State.
and implementation of a comprehensive, sound agronomic program. Trotta’s efforts in IPM education and the promo-
The program is sponsored by Bayer Environmental Sciences; tion of more environmentally friendly athletic field
Carolina Green Corp.; Covermaster, Inc; Hunter Industries; management and lawn care heve gained wide
Jacobsen, A Textron Company; Nu-Gro Technologies, Inc.; Turface; recognition. He was a speaker at the STMA confer-
Turf-Seed, Inc.; West Coast Turf; and World Class Athletic Surfaces. ence in Phoenix this past year and regularly teach-
These sponsors fund a registration to the annual STMA Conference es these methods in classes at the New York
and Exhibition for each award winner, hotel costs up to $500, and Botanical Garden, the Institute of Ecosystem
signature clothing for the award winners and their staff. The win- Studies, for Cooperative Extension and at semi-
ning fields will also be featured separately in an article in this mag- nars around the country. Congratulations, Kevini
azine during 2006. B 5y ¥,

. . ow!
STMA supports the Principles of "

Turfgrass Management

A distance-based certificate course from the
University of Georgia Center for Continuing Education

and the Professional Landcare Network
T2 RS

The University of Georgia www.georgiacenter.uga.edu/is/turf

» Course discounts for STMA members.

» Earn Education Points from STMA.

» Study at home to master up-to-date turfgrass management practices and procedures.
» Become a Certified Turfgrass Professional in 12 months or less!

SEQAEE!S%!OU !:f Sports Turfgrass course now available! ?’ PI-IAdNEMT
Call Bob Wells for details at 800-325-2090.
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SportsTurf Sportslurf

SPORTS FIELD AND FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

MANAGERS ASSOCIATION

Thank you to the following SportsTurf advertisers for their support
of the magazine and the Sports Turf Managers Association:

Aer-Flo
Aerway/Holland Equipment
Airfield Systems LLC
Apex Flags
Aqua-Maxx
A-Turf
Bannerman Ltd.
Barenbrug USA
Beacon Athletics
BLEC USA, Inc.
Blue-Yellow
Bobcat/Ingersoll-Rand
Brock USA
Broyhill
Buffalo Turbine, LL
Carolina Green Corporation
Colbond Geosynthetics
Commercial Turf & Tractor
Covermaster, Inc.
Coversports USA
Covertech Fabricating Co
Cygnet Turf & Equipment
Delta Blue Grass Company
Diamond Pro/TXI
Diversified Sports Specialties
Dupont Turf Blankets
Dryject/Advanced Agro Technology
Earth & Turf
Eco Chemical Co., Inc.
Environmental Turf Inc.
Evergreen Synthetic Turf, LLC
Evnironmental Turf , Inc.
Excell Minerals
Fairmount Minerals
Fieldturf
First Products, Inc.
Floratine Products
General Sports Turf Systems
Graco, Inc.

Graden USA

Green Pro Services
GreenOne Industries
Greens Groomer Worldwide, Inc.
Grigg Brothers
Grounds Maintenance Services
Haydite
Hunter Industries
J. C. Whitlam
Jacobsen
Jaydee Equipment
John Deere Co.
Johnston Seed Company
K. Rain Mfg.

Kifco Irrigation
Kromer Co., LLC
Kubota Tractor Corporation
Laser Leveling, Inc.
Lebanon Turf Products
LR Nelson Corporation
Mar-co Clay Products
MASA Inc.
Midwest Rake
Millcreek Manufacturing Co.
Minuteman Parker
Netex Nesting Canada
Newstripe, Inc.
Novozymes Biologicals
Nutramax Laboratories
Oil Dri Crop/Pro's Choice
Orthman
Pacific Earth Resources
Pacific Sod
Park Tool USA
Partac Peat Corp.

PBI Gordon Corporation
Peat, Inc.
Pennington Seed, Inc.
Pioneer Manufacturing
Profile Products
Rain Bird Corporation

Redexim-Charterhouse
Red Diamond by Moltan
Reel Rollers
Reelcraft Industries, Inc.
Remarkable Paint
Rotadairon-Emrex
Seed Research of Oregon
Shindaiwa
Sekely Industry
Sisis, Inc.
Smithco
Soilogix, Inc.
Southern Athletic Fields, Inc.
Sport Tarp
Stabilizer Solutions Inc.
Suntec Paint
Synthetic Surfaces
The Groundsmaster
Three In One
TIF 94 Growers Association
The Toro Company
Tru Mark Athletic Field Marker
Turf Diagnostics & Design
Turf Seed, Inc.

Turf Specialties, Inc.
Turfco Mfg., Inc
Turfmaker
Ty-Crop Mfg. LTD
U C Davis
University of Georgia
US Specialty Coatings
VPI Sports
Varicore Technologies
Waterwick, Inc.
Weatherbug
Wellmark International
Wessco
West Coast Turf
Wiedenmann N.A.
World Class Athletic Surfaces, Inc.




Sports Turf Managers
Association of Arizona: For
information on the Chapter or
upcoming events, contact Chris
Calcaterra, CSFM at e-mail:
chrisc@peoriaaz.com or call
623/412-4231 or Bill Murphy,
at e-mail: bmurphy@ci.scotts-
daleaz.gov or 480/312-79586.

Chesapeake Chapter STMA
(formerly called Mid-Atlantic
Athletic Field Managers
Organization - MAFMO Chapter
STMA): For information on the
Chesapeake Chapter, contact
Graham Davis at gdavis@ameri-
can.edu or call 301/495-5522,

Colorado Sports Turf Managers
Association: CSTMA will be
hosting their annual Spring
Irrigation Workshop at the end
of February or in early March.
Please check the CSTMA web-

site for more details. Also, the
new Infomercial is on the web-
site, check it out. For more infor-
mation about CSTMA visit our
website at www.cstma.org or call
the Chapter Hotline at 303/346-
8954 or President Ken Norkosky
at 720/427-4174,
knorkosk@auroragov.org.

Florida #1 Chapter: The Florida
Turfgrass Association will be host-
ing two 1-day seminars, January
17, 2006 in Lake Worth, Florida
and January 18, 2006 in Weston,
Florida. For more information on
these 1-day seminars, go to
www.ftga.org or call 800/882-
6721. CEUs will be awarded. For
information on the Florida #1
Chapter or upcoming events, visit
the Florida #1 Chapter page on
STMA's website or contact John
Mascaro at 954/341-3115 or
STMA@turftec.com.

PAINT COMPANY
www.remarkablepaint.com

Removable Paints

Take the Paint Off and

Circle 174 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/5903-174
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STMA Chapter News

Chapter Sponsors

Premium Athletic Fields ... For All Sports

Hunfer

JOHN DEERE  The Irrigation Innovators

Alpine Services, Inc.

=Y

stabilizer

SEOLUTIONS

syngenta

Gateway Chapter Sports Turf
Managers Association: For
information on upcoming events
or on the Gateway Chapter, con-
tact Mike Krone, Missouri
Baptist College at 314/392-
2328 or e-mail
krone@mobap.edu.

Georgia Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on
the Chapter or upcoming events,
contact Skip Kirby at 770/928-

1580 or by e-mail at skip@sport-
sturfmanagement.com.

The Greater L.A. Basin Chapter
of the Sports Turf Managers
Association: For more informa-
tion on the Chapter or upcoming
events call Emilio Avalos at
949/824-8243 or e-mail
ecavalos@uci.edu.

Illinois Chapter (formerly
Midwest Chapter) STMA: For

CALL FOR A FREE[CATALOG tonmr.j:—_.
800~ 244 4457
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information on the Illinois
Chapter or upcoming events call
chapter secretary Libby Baker at
847/263-7603 or e-mail
BakeB0ftGin@aol.com.

lowa Sports Turf Managers
Association: The 72nd annual
lowa Turfgrass Conference &
Trade Show is January 30
through February 1, 2006 at
Polk County Convention Complex
in Des Moines, IA. For informa-
tion on the Chapter or upcoming
activities visit www.iowaturf-
grass.org or contact Jeff
Wendel, CGCS of The Turf Office
at 515/232-8222 or fax
515/232-8228 or e-mail
Jeff@iowaturfgrass.org.

Keystone Athletic Field
Managers Organization
(KAFMO/STMA): KAFMO will be
participating in the Eastern
Pennsylvania Turf Conference
and Trade Show, January 10-12,
2006. Check out www.paturf.org
for program and registration
information. February 17, 20086,
KAFMO will be holding the 10th
Annual KAFMO/PRPS Athletic
Field Conference at the
Harrisburg/Hershey Holiday Inn.
Topics will include: Irrigation;
Turf Maintenance Calendar;
Logo Painting; Student-Athlete
Involvement; and a PDA IPM
update. A trade show and the
annual awards program will also
be featured. For information on
the Chapter or upcoming events,
contact Dan Douglas, Reading
Phillies Baseball Club at
610/375-8469, ext. 212 or by
e-mail to: kafmo@aol.com.

Kentucky Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on
the Chapter or upcoming events,
go to www.kystma.org or contact
Donnie Mefford at
dbmeffO0@email.uky.edu or call
859/257-1451.
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STMA Chapter News

Michigan Sports Turf Managers
Association (MiISTMA): The
Michigan Turfgrass Foundation’s
Annual Meeting will be held at
DeVos Place in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, January 9-11, 2006.
For information on the Michigan
Chapter, visit their website at
www.mistma.org or contact
Chad Follis at 269/377-3340 or
269/381-0596 or by email at
chadfollis@farmngarden.com.

Minnesota Chapter STMA: For
information on the Minnesota
Chapter, or upcoming events,
visit the Chapter website at
www.mstma.org or contact chap-
ter President Greg Hoag at
651/486-8295 or by e-mail at
greg.hoag@metro-inet.us.

MO-KAN Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on
the MO-KAN Chapter or upcom-
ing events, contact Paul Hecker
at 913/971-9717 or by e-mail
at phecker@olatheks.org.

New England STMA (NESTMA):
For information on the New
England chapter or upcoming
events, contact David
Pinsonneault at 781/861-2757
or e-mail
dpinson@ci.lexington.ma.us or
Nick Caggiano at 603/589-
3370 or e-mail
caggianon@ci.nashua.nh.us.

Nebraska Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on
the Nebraska Chapter or upcom-
ing events, contact Loren
Humphrey at 402/461-2324 or
by e-mail at Ihumphrey@city-
ofhastings.org.

Sports Field Managers
Association of New Jersey: For
information on the New Jersey
Chapter or upcoming events call
SFMANJ at 908/730-7770, e-
mail HQ@sfmanj.org or visit the

Chapter website at
www.sfmanj.org.

Ohio Sports Turf Managers
Association (0STMA): For infor-
mation on the Ohio Chapter,
contact OSTMA headquarters at
614/354-1196 or
Ostma@aol.com. You can also
visit our new website at
www.ostma.org. The new OSTMA
address is PO Box 3426 Dublin,
OH 43016.

Pacific Northwest Sports Turf
Managers Association: For
information on the Chapter or
upcoming events, contact Matt
Johns at 253/445-4538 or
mijjohns@puyallup.wsu.edu.

Southern California Chapter:
For information on the Southern
California Chapter or pending
activities, call the Chapter
Hotline at 888/578-STMA (578-
7862) toll free in Southern
California or 760/226-8873 or
Michael Tarantino at 858/679-
2526 or by e-mail at
MTarantino@powayusd.com.

South Carolina Chapter of
STMA: For information on the
South Carolina Chapter or
upcoming events contact Trent
Hale, Ph.D. at 843/662-3526
ext. 206 or by e-mail at
tchale@clemson.edu for more
information or visit our website
at www.scstma.org.

Texas Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on
the Texas Chapter contact T. J.
Thompson, President-Elect at
txturfmanager@iscom.net or
972/670-2138 (m).

Tennessee Valley Sports Turf
Managers Association (TVST-
MA): For information on the
Chapter or upcoming events, call
Chapter President, Chris Pearl at
615/242-4371.

Virginia Sports Turf Managers
Association: The VSTMA will
participate in and support the
Virginia Turfgrass Council (VTC)
Annual Conference, January 10-
12, 2006 in Richmond, Virginia.
The VSTMA will hold its Annual
Membership Meeting on January
11, 2006 from 12:00 - 1:00 pm
in Richmond, Virginia. For infor-
mation on the Virginia Chapter
or upcoming events, please con-
tact VSTMA President Bob
Studholme of the Fairfax County
Park Authority at 703/324-8590
or robert.studholme@
fairfaxcounty.gov.

Wisconsin Sports Turf
Managers Association: For
information on the Wisconsin
Chapter or other pending
events, contact Chris Brindley at
715/346-3622 or
cbrindle@uwsp.edu,

FORMING
CHAPTERS:

North Florida STMA Chapter:
For information on the newly
forming North Florida Chapter,
contact Mark Clay at 904/633-
6116 or Jay McCord at
904/448-2583.

New York Sports Turf Managers
Association: Contact - Mike
Albino by phone at 315/468-
6225 or (c) 315/427-1214 or
email him at
mikealbino@earthlink.net.

Idaho STMA: For information,
contact Greg Liggett, at
208/496-2421 or email him at
liggettg@byu.i.edu.

Nevada STMA Chapter: For
information, contact Corey
Angelo at 702/433-3113 or by
e-mail at
s|ls654ASCM®@lesco.com.

www.greenmediaonline.com
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THE BLECAVATOR

Fence Guard™ protective covers for chain link
fencing from Partac Peat Corp. are available in
six colors—safety yellow, dark green, red, white,
blue, and orange—as well as two grades—
premium and standard. These UV-resistant,
polyethylene covers protect players from injuries
and provide a distinctive look to your fencing.
Fence Guard™ comes in cartons of ten 8-ft.
sections with fifty 8-in. UV-resistant ties for securing
every 2 feet to fence. With a 5-year manufacturer’s

ONE PASS PERFECTION . limited warranty. .
- For safety and uniform appearance, you should
From 52"—160" working widths 23 remove crowns from the tops of fence posts so that

the entire fence top is covered; ends can be butted
or overlapped, and the product is easy to install.
Other styles also available, as well as windscreen,

m & .2 YOS A wall padding and portable safety fencing.

PARTAC*/BEAM CLAY®
800-247-2326

RESHAPING THE FACE O

B864.225.3666 » www.blecusa.com
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TURF DIAGNOSTICS
& DESIGN

Independent Accredited
Testing of
Artificial and Natural Turf

Circle 158 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/5903-158

Jaydee Drive Liner

On Site & Laboratory Analyses

The Jaydee Drive-Liner is a self-propelled

Artificial Turf Testing
Hardness Testing (GMAX)

riding line-marker featuring a 13.5 h.p.
Briggs & Stratton engine, along with a 3.3
gallon remote fuel cell, a 35 gallon paint

Subgrade Testmg
Natural Turf Testing

Full service analysis of sand-
based and native soil fields.

tank that carries enough marking material
for a complete game field, or several
practice fields. The 2 gallon flush tank
cleans the discharge lines for work-breaks,
travel or overnight. Center/side-marking
sprayshields are always operator visible,

A nearly zero degree turning radius reduces

phone: 913-723-3700
fax:913-723-3701

email: turm;ag@turfdnag.com
- urfdlag com
Visit us at booth #325 at the STMA Conference

or eliminates back and turning maneuvers.

Jaydee Equipment Company
202 East Joliet Highway
New Lenox, IL
TOLL FREE: 1-800-443-3268
jaydee@theramp.net » www.jaydeeeqco.com
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MARKETPLACE

™

Supreme-Green
Turf Growth Cover

1 muth-pu

What Makes Teams Play Great? b Py
KROMER! frrroetrud

4 * Accelerates Germination ¥ i Yo o
The 8200 — » Reduces frost and - =
Simply the best S Durability, Power, and Comfort

ice-damage
.p llos === : - : :

Sapditinn i ~iZ. Shindaiwa trimmers, designed and built
» Mildew and rof resistent RS 28 e with the landscape professional in mind
* Quick turf repairs

= Quality two-ring piston and chrome plated
cylinder for maximum durability

* Solid steel drive shaft

* Electronic ignition for fast, easy starts

* Anti-vibration reduces operator fatigue

vy-duly gearcase design

ime warranty on drive shaft and electronic

- He

componants

FIRST TO START. LAST T0 QuIT.

To find a dealer nearest you, cal
(B00) 521-7733, or visit www.s

Our Field is Preparing Your Field
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Hazsh-Mark Painting System

(AerWay") LINE=UP

Made of lightweight aluminum & FOLDABLE.

AerWay" saves water, nutrient -
Self-aligning, 5 yard units.

and chemical costs

Rl o ik
AlNTINARNUTRDST

;:fﬁs in sti'ze_.l nTadie of 13‘8 alf.lmilll.ll'ﬂ GET A THATCH
ets built-in for quick alignment
MASTER

Three font types available

AerWay" venting tines can be used all
season to keep the soil surface open. Water The Onl): Painting System 60”/72” (Fairways/Athletic Fields)
and nutrient applications are more efficient You'll Ever Need.

because they are absorbed immediately into 888-780-4441
Turf Specialties, Inc.

the soil profile.
for more information call 1-800‘457'83 l 0 M 800_20 1 - 1 03 1

www.turfspecialties.net

Advanced Aeration Systems Diversified Sports Specialties
www.aerway.com email: acrway@ acrway.com www.DSSworks.com
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MARKETPLACE

STRAIGHT LINES IN LESS TIME

‘_.

e

= Save Time and Paint

* Integrated Accessories T [ T
v L
= Durable, Versatile g ¢

& Portable /
L Madek - 100

RS-500F

Model E-100 with Paini Boom

lishTechinologydchanges)
thejwaygaerationlisidone’]
@ One-pass design maximizes cultivation!

@ De-compacts hard fields to help reduce
sports injuries!

Field Markers, Accessories,
Sports Field Stencils & Paint

« Easy operations, maintenance, and transport
* “Floating" paint shoe for sharp lines no matter the terrain
* Two opposing nozzle bracket design for single pass striping

@ Incorporates topdressing material and

* Industrial strength 12v diaphragm pumps native soil into aeration grooves!

* Ergonomic design for operating ease and performance

* USA made - powder coated steel frame
and corrosion resistant parts

RU MARK 1-800-553-6275

Athietic Fuld Marker wy (402) B4-4660 » Fax (70T) 276-1061 For Your Nearest Distributor
—_y www.AthleticFieldMarker.com WESSCO, INC. 800-650-9322

Tru Mark Athletic Field Marker = PO Box 706, Norfolk, NE 68702 WWW.KLAWOG-KLACON.COM

| THATCH

T .

www.earthandturf.com

Circle 171 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/5903-171

Circle 169 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/5903-169

IGuse news
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Youth fields feature top turf

roy Glaus Field in Casa Grande, Shawn

Green Field in Peoria, and Luis Gonzalez

Field in Tempe are the newest fields in a
program sponsored by the Arizona Diamondbacks
Foundation “Diamonds Back” Youth Field Building
Program. With support from the “Diamonds Back”
corporate sponsors, local businesses, and mone-
tary donations from individual players, this pro-
gram has allowed children from across Arizona to
play baseball and softball at quality facilities. The
new fields feature lights, fencing, irrigation sys-
tems, scoreboards, and new turf.

BOBSod (also known as Bull's-Eye Bermuda),
the official turf of the Arizona Diamondbacks and
Chase Field, is produced by West Coast Turf.
“West Coast Turf has been grassing Bank One
Ballpark (now Chase Field) since Day One [of the
franchise]. “We are able to provide these Arizona
communities with Major League Baseball quality

4
sod. All of us at West Coast Turf are honored

we're able to participate,” says West Coast Turf West Coast Turf donates Bull's-Eye Bermuda
. ith MLB-quality sod.
spokesperson Danielle Marman. W turf to the program. Gue 6f 19 youth fislde w Malty »

Luis Gonzalez,
Diamondbacks' left
fielder, at the
dedication of

his field.
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25 lessons learned in 25 years
with STMA

BY DR, DAVID

MINNER
Associate Professor,

lowa State University

Questions?
Send them to
David Minner at
lowa State University,
106 Horticulture Hall,
Ames, |A 50011
or email
dminner@iastate.edu.

Or, send your
question to
Grady Miller at the
University of Florida,
PO Box 110670,
Gainesville, FL 32611,
or email gmiller@
mail.ifas.ufl.edu,

CHY' T L oOraE s

70 JANUARY 2006

he Sports Turf Managers Association
(STMA) is celebrating its 25th anniver-
sary in 2006 and so | decided to reflect
upon the most important lesson that |
learned each year. But that noble
thought faded as | realized how many times |'ve made
the same mistake before finally getting it right. As |
write this, it is the season to reflect upon what we have
learned and where we are going. In no particular order,
here are a few of my 25 lessons learned that you will
be reading about as we commemorate the 25th
anniversary of STMA. Sometimes you are the teacher
and sometimes you are the student; see if you can find
yourself in these lessons.

Lesson #1: The greatest field-related quote | ever
heard, “Speed is in the player not the field”, came from
a football strength training coach while he was giving his
opinion to a field design company during a debate on the
anticipated mowing height for his field. The conversation
ended immediately and over the years the turf manager
and the coach together made the mowing height deci-
sions based on what was needed to make the best play-
ing surface. In this case their mowing height ranged from
1.25 to 1.5 inches. | have used the guote many times to
dispel the debate concerning field speed.

Lesson #2: The greatest move | ever saw on a field
was made by a sports turf manager on a high school
administrator who had cut the subsurface drainage out
of his field construction plans to save some money.
The price of the lesson was a new pair of shoes.

It had just rained and like most administrators he was
in a hurry so we bolted straight for the center of the field
with him at my side as we again discussed the price of
subsurface drain lines. By the time we made it to the 50-
yard line | could feel him lagging back. The
cost of grading and sand was $45,000, the
cost of the missing drain lines was $5,000,
and the cost of a new pair of shiny black
shoes $125; watching the administrator final-
ly getting the point as he tiptoed through the
mud with his pants hiked up, priceless.

What was even more priceless was the
sheepish grin sported by the sports turf
manager while he cleaned those ruined
shoes back in the shop and listened to the
administrator's suggestion that he get some
pricing to install drains in the field.

Lesson #3: I'm often asked if a certain product actu-
ally works or not. My best advice is to become your
own researcher, Simply placing a 4 x 8-foot tarp or
sheet of plywood on the ground before treating the field
with the product in question will give you a realistic con-
trol for comparison.

Lesson #4: Big roll sod has been the most impres-
sive development that | have experienced in athletic
field construction and renovation. It allows for fewer
seams, faster grow-in, reduced cost, and thick cut
ready-to-play sod when needed. How did we ever sur-
vive without it? Please contact me if you know whom to
credit for this invention and its historical use in the
sports turf industry.

Lesson # 5: For years | listened to many specialists
discourage the use of sand to improve athletic fields
because mixing sand and soil will make concrete. The
reality is that many fields have been improved by incor-
porating medium to coarse sand into the field through
topdressing/aerification or tillage. The porosity benefits
from sand incorporation are not realized until the final
soil mixture contains at least 75% sand on a weight
basis. Do you know the size and amount of sand in
your field? Addition of coarse compost can also greatly
improve fields by reducing compaction and improving
moisture conditions.

Give freely of the things you learn because that is
what STMA is all about. Borrow as many good ideas as
you can from others because it is the greatest form of
flattery, especially when you give them credit.

Don't be afraid to share your mistakes in front of oth-
ers because we learn mostly by trial and error and suc-
cess is just a series of mistakes that have been
tweaked along the way.

In this season of reflections and resolutions | am
most thankful for those professional and personal les-
sons that you have gifted me in 25 years with STMA.
Whether you are just getting started in the sports turf
business or have been involved in it for a while, try this
exercise. In your long or short career, think about five
people who are important to your profession. Ask those
five people if they are STMA members or if their list
would include an STMA member. You will be surprised
how important STMA members are to each other and to
potential members. STMA is headed in the right direc-
tion and you should be a member of the organization
that already serves you in many ways. B
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