Profile of New Board
Member Daily

Darian Daily has been involved in the professional sports turf
industry for 16 years. After graduating with a BS in Plant and Soil
Science from Middle Tennessee State, Daily worked with a variety
of sports turf fields including parks and recreation, college base-
ball, AAA baseball, and professional soccer. He currently is head
groundskeeper at Paul Brown Stadium in Cincinnati.

Daily's professional highlights include:

* 1999 STMA Municipal Football Field of the Year.

* Employee of the Year with Brentwood (TN) Parks in 1999, and
Employee of the Year with the Columbus Crew Stadium in 2000,

* First Head Groundskeeper at the first soccer-specific stadium in
the U.S.

* Hosting the 2000 MLS Cup

* Hosting the United States World Cup Qualifier with Mexico on
Feb. 28, 2001

Daily has been an active member of the STMA for eight years
and has served on the membership committee. He was a found-
ing member of the TVSTMA, and served as President of the
OSTMA 2001-2002. He currently serves as chairman of the OSTMA
Program Committee. Darian currently resides outside of Cincinnati
with his wife, Carole, and 4-yr-old daughter, Peyton.

George Toma Golden Rake Award, which acknowledges an individual’s strong
work ethic and job performance. Dr. AJ. Powell, University of Kentucky, was
awarded the Dr. William H. Daniel Award, which acknowledges his significant
contributions to the sports turf industry through research, teaching and exten-
sion outreach. The Harry C. Gill Memorial Award was presented to Lynda
Wightman of Hunter Industries. The Gill
Award recognizes an individual for their hard
waork in the sports turf industry and acknowl-
edges their dedication and service to the
STMA,

In addition, Field of the Year winners
were honored, The winners for Baseball
include: Thomas Nielsen, Louisville Slugger
Field, Louisville, KY (professional); Jarad
Alley, Isotopes Park, Albuguerque, NM (colle-
giate); and Joseph Harris, Doubleday Field,
Cooperstown, NY (schools/parks).

In the Football category, three winners
took home awards. They are: Chris Morrow,
Dallas Cowboys Football Facility, Irving, TX
(professional); Leo Goertz/Craig Potts, Kyle
Field at Texas A&M, College Station, TX (col-
legiate); and Jim Wilson, Blue Valley District
Activities Complex Football Field, Overland
Park, KS (schools/parks).

For Soccer, John Netwal, CGCS, North
Scott Community Schools, Eldridge, |1A, was
honored for his work in the schools/parks cat-
egory.

The Softball winner was Jennifer
Roeber, Bowlin Stadium, Haymarket Park,
Lincoln, NE (collegiate).

Two Complex-of-the-Year awards were
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presented. In the professional category, Joe Kennedy Ill, Surprise Recreation
Campus, Surprise, AZ, and in the schools/park category Blair Elliot, Aspen
Recreation Center Community Campus, Aspen, CO, took top honors.

Bayer Environmental Science, Covermaster, Jacobsen, Hunter Industries,
Nu-gro, Turface Athletics, Turf-Seed, West Coast Turf and World Class Athletic
Surfaces sponsor the STMA awards program.

STMA Announces Election Results

The following officers and directors were elected to serve on the 2005
STMA Board of Directors:

Officers

President - Mike Trigg, CSFM, Waukegan Park District, Waukegan, IL

Past President - Bob Campbell, CSFM, University of Tennessee Athletic
Department, Knoxville, TN

President-Elect - Mike Andresen, CSFM, lowa State University, Ames, |A

Vice President - Commercial - Victoria Wallace, Tee and Green Sod, Inc.,
Exeter, Rl

Secretary - Abby McNeal, CSFM, Invesco Field at Mile High, Denver, CO

Treasurer - Boyd R. Montgomery, CSFM, Sylvania Recreation Corporation,
Sylvania, OH

Board Members

Professional Facilities - Darian Daily, Paul Brown Stadium, Cincinnati, OH
(see sidebar).

Colleges & Universities - Jimmy Rodgers, CSFM, University of Virginia,
Charlottesville, VA

Other Schools - George C. Trivett, CSFM, Granite Falls Middle School,
Lenoir, NC

Parks & Recreation - Lance Tibbetts, CSFM, Town of Windham, Windham,
ME

Commercial - Tra DuBois, World Class Athletic Surfaces, Inc., Leland, MS

Research, Teaching, Extension - Dave Minner, Ph.D., lowa State University,
Ames, |A
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SAFE Raises $25,000+

at Conference

The Foundation for Safer Athletic Field Environments, (SAFE),
STMA's charitable arm, raised $25,500 at the 2005 STMA Annual Conference in

Phoenix in January.

Leading the donations was the Jacobsen/Textron Golf Tournament, which
raised $16,000. In addition, Jacobsen/Textron funded $30,000 of the tourna-
ment costs. Highlight of this year's tournament was a hole-in-one by Luke Yoder,
director of field and landscape maintenance at San Diego's Petco Park.

Due to the efforts and hard work of auctioneer Tom Curran, and the help of
John Mascaro and Steve Torske, the Silent Auction, Live Auction and Raffles

Profile

The newest addition to the STMA chapter net-
wark, New England Sports Turf Managers
Association (NESTMA), brings 219 members into
the affiliated chapter program from more than a half
dozen states.

Thirteen board members govern the chapter.
Serving as President is David Pinsonneault, Public
Grounds Superintendent, from Lexington, MA, Vice
President Nick Caggiano is the Park Superintendent
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Dave Rulliand Steve LeGros catch up 31 the Jake tournament.

raised $9,500. A special raffle, a chance to win a spot on the grounds crew for
the All-Star Game, was donated by Heather Nabozny of the Detroit Tigers. Steve

Gilbertson, City of Lino Lakes, Chisage City, MN, won the opportunity to work

safer playing fields.

in Nashua, NH. The Treasurer, Tim Walsh, holds the
position of Public Works Director in Westwood,
MA, and Assistant Superintendent Mike Buras,
CSFM, from Longwood Cricket Club in W. Newton,
MA, is Secretary. Holding the office of Immediate
Past President is Mary Owen, Extension Turf
Specialist, at the University of Massachusetts.
NESTMA holds an annual summer field day the
second Wednesday in August with the proceeds
going to the Charlie Mruk Scholarship Fund. Other

on the crew July 9-12, and will receive lodging and transportation.

SAFE's mission is to support sports field-specific research, scholarship, and
educational programs to promote user safety. SAFE believes that science is the
key to benefit sports fields in the areas of playability, user safety, and the envi-
ronment. The results of SAFE's support will assist athletes at all levels with

educational offerings include free workshops for
members in the spring and the fall, held in various
New England locations and alternating between
professional, school and municipal facilities.

North and South Texas Chapters Merge
A process that began in 2003 has culminated in
the consolidation of the North and South Texas
Chapters, now known as the Texas Sports Turf
Managers Association (TXSTMA).
This action was undertaken

NESTMA Membership Statistics

Other States

VT 1%

ME 4%

MA 57%
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3%

to strengthen volunteerism,
increase membership, provide
more effective governance, and
| provide more value to vendors.
The North Texas Chapter, which
was the more established chap-
ter, and the younger, less estab-
lished South Texas Chapter
have been able to collectively
build a strong nucleus by com-
bining each chapter's resources.
Both chapters had a 100%
approval from their members to
consolidate into one chapter. A
Board of Directors comprised of
members from each former
chapter governs the new asso-
| ciation. The association will
| host meetings in Dallas/Ft.
Worth, San Antonio/Austin, and
Houston to provide access to all
members.

Rl 8%
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Chapter Events/Contacts ‘
Sports Turf Managers Association of Arizona: |
Contact Chris Calcaterra (e-mail) at ‘
chrisc@peoriaaz.com or call 623/412-4231; or Bill
Murphy at e-mail bmurphy@ci.scottsdale.az.us, or |
480/312-79586.

Chesapeake Chapter STMA (for-
merly called Mid-Atlantic Athletic Field
Managers Organization - MAFMO
Chapter STMA): Events: Spring meeting
at RFK Stadium March 16 from 9:30 -
2:00. See how the RFK is being trans-
formed to a Major League Baseball
Stadium that will also host Major League
Soccer. Lunch will be served. Cost is $25.
Contact Graham Davis at gdavis@ameri-
can.edu or call 301/495-5522,

Colorado Sports Turf Managers
Association: Events: Baseball Seminar
April 21, Loveland. Michae! Robinson will
discuss baseball field maintenance tech-
niques and build a regulation pitcher's
mound. To register, call 303/346-8954 or
go online to www.cstma.org. Contact:
www.CSTMA org, call the CSTMA Chapter Hotline
at 303/346-8954, or contact President Richard
Buelter at 303/233-2922 or
dbuelter@jeffco.k12.co.us.

Florida #1 Chapter: Contact: John Mascaro at
954/341-3115 or STMA@turf-tec.com.

Gateway Chapter Sports Turf Managers
Association: Contact: Mike Krone, Missouri Baptist
College at 314/392-2328 or e-mail
krone@mobap.edu.

Georgia Sports Turf Managers Association:
Contact: Skip Kirby at 770/928-1580 or skip@sport-
sturfmanagement.com.

The Greater L.A. Basin Chapter of the Sports
Turf Managers Association: Event: Education/gen-
eral meeting, City of Walnut, March 24 from 11:00-
2:00. For more info, call Emilio Avalos at 949/824-
8243 or email ecavalos@uci.edu.

lllinois Chapter (formerly Midwest Chapter)
STMA: The Midwest Chapter officially became the
lllinois Chapter last November. Contact: http://mcst-
ma.org/, or call Libby Baker at 847/263-7603 or e-
mail Bake60ft6in@aol.com.

lowa Sports Turf Managers Association:
Contact: Jeff Wendel of The Turf Office at 515/232-
8222 or fax 516/232-8228 or e-mail Jeff@iowaturf-
grass.org.

Keystone Athletic Field Managers
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Organization (KAFMO/STMA): Events: KAFMO will
participate in the Northwest Pennsylvania Athletic
Field, Turf and Ornamentals Conference March 22 at
Allegheny College in Meadville. Topics will include
selecting infield mixes; using mushroom soils and
composts; and drainage. For more information call
Jeff Fowler at 814/437-7607. Contact: Dan Douglas,

Reading Phillies, 610/375-8469, ext. 212 or e-mail
kafmo@aol.com.

Kentucky Sports Turf Managers Association:
Contact; www.kystma.org, Tom Nielsen at
TNielsen@batsbaseball.com or Donnie Mefford at
dbmeff00@email uky.edu or 859/257-1451.

Michigan Sports Turf Managers Association
(MiSTMA): Contact: Headquarters at 517/712-3407,
or go to www.mistma.org.

Minnesota Chapter STMA: Contact:
www.mstma.com, chapter President Greg Hoag at
651/486-8295 or email greg.hoag@metro-inet.us.

MO-KAN Sports Turf Managers Association:
Events: March 30 meeting at The Mid America
Sports Complex in Shawnee. A panel of specialists
will discuss the costs, design, construction and
maintenance associated with the new styles of syn-
thetic sports turf. A local architect will discuss the
challenges of working with sports field designers
and contractors whose performance does not meet

| expectations. Contact: Paul Hecker at 913/971-9717

or email phecker@olatheks.org.

New England STMA (NESTMA): Contact:
David Pinsonneault at 781/861-2757 or
dpinson@ci.lexington.ma.us.

Northern California Chapter of the Sports
Turf Managers Association: Contact: Janet Gift at
530/758-4200 or email Emory Hunter at

emhunter@usa.net.

Nebraska Sports Turf Managers Association:

| Contact: Loren Humphrey at: 402/461-2356 or
| Ihumphrey@cityothastings.org.

Sports Field Managers Association of New
Jersey: Contact: e-mail HQ@sfmanj.org,
call 908/730-7770, or visit
www.sfmanj.org.

Ohio Sports Turf Managers
Association (OSTMA): Contact: OSTMA
Headquarters at 888/824-9805 or 419/824-
9805 or Boyd Montgomery, CSFM, at
419/885-1982 or visit www.ostma.org.

Pacific Northwest Sports Turf
Managers Association: Contact: Bob
Christofferson at 206/346-4218 or bchris-
to@mariners.org.

Southern California Chapter:
Contact: Chapter Hotline at 888/578-7862
or 760/226-8873 or Michael Tarantino at
858/679-2526 or by e-mail:
MTarantino@powayusd.com.

South Carolina Chapter of STMA: Contact: Dr.
Trent Hale at 843/662-3526 ext. 206, or by e-mail at
tchale@clemson.edu or visit our website at
www.scstma.org.

Texas Sports Turf Managers Association:
Contact: Headquarters at 866/TXSTMA1 (866-897-
8621), or e-mail T.J. Thompson at:
TXturfmanager@prodigy.net.

Tennessee Valley Sports Turf Managers
Association (TVSTMA): Contact: Chapter President

Chris Pearl at 615/429-9673 or visit www.tvstma.org.

Virginia Sports Turf Managers Association:
Contact: Bob Studholme, Fairfax County Park
Authority, via e-mail at
Robert.Studholme@FairfaxCounty.gov or at 703/324-
8590.

Wisconsin Sports Turf Managers Association:
Contact: Chris Brindley at 715/346-3622 or
chrindle@uwsp.edu.

Forming Chapters:

New York Sports Turf Managers Association:
Contact: Mike Albino, 315-468-6225 or 315-427-
1214, or email mikealbino@earthlink.net

North Florida STMA Chapter: Contact: Mark

| Clay at 904/633-6116 or Jay McCord at 904/448-
| 2588
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A Multi-Flow drainage system

can in
any application.

= extremely cost effective
 |ess hassle to install

* higher performance

Complimentary design &
project assistance

core Technologies, Inc. 8009788

WWWAATNICOTe.Comm

Circle 185 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/4571-185
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Count on it.

Sporh”rl’

“We Mastered the Cover!”

YOUR SOURCE
FOR MAJOR LEAGUE
CUSTOM TARPS

Now offering a complete
line of plain, poly & vinyl tarps!
Call today for quote!

910-654-6711

sporttarps.com

CUSTOM LOGO MOUND & HOME
PLATE TARPS « BULLPEN TARPS
INFIELD TARP COVERS

Licensed by Q
Little League Baseball

THE SANDMASTER

Circle 186 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/4571-186
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SEEING IS BELIEVING

RESHAPING THE FACE OF NATURE

B64.225.3666 * www.blecusa.com

Circle 187 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/4571-187

BR@.-.-.S;TMPE

Out Performs The
Competition On &
Off The Field

Paint
Stencils
Stripers

1-800-321-8358

VISIT OUR WEB SITE
WWW. WHITLAMPAINT.COM

Circle 184 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/4571-184
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RIHEBS 'WALK BEHIND AEROSOL
INFIELD GROOMERS DRAGS & MATS
DRY LINERS & FIELD LAYOUT SYSTEMS
FlEI.B HARKINEZ .& MASCOT STENCILS

1-&0@-024-0700 |

700 Jasper .,H-Mnra,

Circle 183 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/4571-183

Floyd Perry s

Grounds Maintenance Services
Groundskeeper
Management Academy

What can 1 expect from the Groundskeeper Academy?

A pleasant learning atmosphere with knowledgeable teachers
and experienced grounds personnel.

A sharing of ideas and information between instructor and

participants, as well as among participants.

This academy setting will feature new experiences, a
quality education, a formidable work load and a fun
climate: all with groundskeeping being the common
denominator.

LOCATIONS 2005
June 20-23 — Charlotte, NC
Sept. 19-22 — Orlando, FL

Books and Videos Available!
For pricing, academy info and more
visit our web site at
www.gmsforsportsfields.com

1-800-227-9381

Circle 182 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/4571-182
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NETEX CANADA NETTING INC.

St Haidlepy Sppare

Canadals # 1 sport netting supplier
ROPE BORDERED NETTING SPECIALISTS
NyLon BaseBALL BARRIER NETTING
BaseBALL CAGES
FREE STANDING STEEL POLES
DESIGN AND STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING
Winp Screen AND TOURNAMENT FENCING
FooreaLL Fiep GoAL Nets
GoLr  Hockey Soccer

Toll Free 800-936-6388 Fax 604-946-8690

" Fast, easy to use, and built to last.

LINE=UP

Hash-Mark Painting System

Patont No. 6,700,350

per stencils
“.nahlel

Alumanum
now

Designed and developed by professionals in the industry.
Made of lightweight aluminum.

Self-aligning, 5 yard units.

Foldable, self-storing, portable.

The Only Hash Mark Painting
System You'll Ever Need.

888-780-4441

Diversified Sports Specialties
www.DSSworks.com

Circle 188 on card or www.oners.ims.ca,/4571-188
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ATHLETIC FIELD MARKING

W_hen (1]1]3 Gafne}s On The Line™

Factory Direct Bulk and Aerosol
Personalized Service Custom Colors

4 White Striping Golf Course Turf
Formulas to Suit Colorant
Your Needs Line Paointers

Suntec Point, Inc.

1-800-333-1104
www.gamedaypaints.com

Sportsiurf

Circle 190 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/4571-190

STRAIGHT LINES IN LESS TIME

= Save Time and Paint
* Integrated Accessories

*» Durable, Versatile
& Portable

Model E-108 with Paint Boom

Field Markers, Accessories &
Sports Field Stencils
= Easy operations, maintenance, and transport
= "Floating" paint shoe for sharp lines no matter the terrain

* Two opposing nozzle bracket design
for single pass striping

= Industrial strength 12v diaphragm pumps
= Ergonomic design for operating ease and performance

« USA made - powder coated steel frame
and corrosion resistant parts

. 1-800-553-6275
TRUMARK " (02 844-4660 - Fax 107) 27608

Athletic Feld Marker W' www.AthleticFieldMarker.com

Tru Mark Athletic Field Marker = PO Box 706, Norfolk, NE 68702

Circle 193 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/4571-193
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Our 35 years of building
high quality workstands
for the bicycle industry
makes it possible for us
to offer six different
workstands designed
especially to give you an
extra hand with trimmer
and brushcutter work.

“Best investment | ever made.”
Ray Martin, Jr.
Lawn Care Professionals

“Fastest, money/time saver in the
lawn and garden business!”
George Hofacker

George Hofacker Equipment

"We purchased our 1st unit;
it paid for itself in a week.
Purchased 2nd, 3rd,
looking at 2 more.”

John Chadwell

Chadwell & Sons

“Greal equipment - does
its job and lasts forever.”
! <« PRS-3 0ST Mark Williams

Mark Williams Outdoor Equip.

“I'll never do without it.”
Neil Borum
Nassau Eguipment

Circle 192 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/4571-192

REEL ROLLERS

A Revolutionary New Attachment

ar Ar ]
r reelrollers@alitel.net
www.reelrollers.com

Circle 191 on card or www.oners.ims.ca,/4571-191
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The Shindaiwa EB630 is the
ultimate backpack blower. Reduces
clean-up time by 50%.

* |ncredible output: 613cfm, 201 mph
¢ Giant airfilter extends run times
* |deal for toughest blowing jobs

We offer 4 commercial-grade models from the
hand-held EB240S up to our most
powerful blower, the EB630.

To find a dealer nearest you, call
(800) 521-7733, or visit www.shindaiwa.com

FIRST TO START. LAST TO QUIT.

Shindaiwa Inc.
11975 SW Herman Rd.
Tualatin, OR 97062

Circle 194 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/4571-194

A New Foundation for Sporis

For Your Nearest Distributor
WESSCO, INC. 800-650-9322

WWW.KLAWOG-KLACON.COM
Circle 195 on card or www.oners.ims,ca/4571-195
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Athletic Field
Materials
& Supplies

1309 Mainsail Drive
Columbia, TN 38401
1.800.837.8062

e-mail: saf@mulemix.com
website: www.mulemix.com
fax: 931.380.0145

Circle 196 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/4571-196

Got Thatch?

GET A THATCH
MASTER

60”/72” (Fairways/Athletic Fields)

Turf Specialties, Inc.
800-201-1031

www.turfspecialties.net
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“A little Peat Inc.
goes a long way!”

Peat )»Inc.

golf o sports turf o hovticulture
Organics You Can Trust

A Minnesota-based peat company servicing worldwide.

Peat, Inc. = Elk River, MN 55330
www.peatinc.com
1-800-441-1880 or 763-441-8387

Circle 197 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/4571-197

From the University
of Galifornia

Establishing and
Maintaining the
Natural Turf
Athletic Field

A thorough and practical guide to
sports turf culture

« Choosing a site for a new field
+ Construction & Planting

+ Maintenance o Maintam
for optimum ’th . Natura?fhﬁ athletic Ft
performance -

9
eld

* 8 color photos,  ww =z
23 b/w photos, "
8 tables

- Handy
6" x 9" format

56 pp. -~ $18.00 AR J
http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu

Circle 198 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/4571-196
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LEVELS UNEVEN TERRAIN
IN A SINGLE PASS...

nly VersaGrader has an exclusive Balance
Equalizer Systemn [(patent pending) that main-
e desired leveling angle at all times.
The front blade of the unique Double-V
Leveling System cuts through high spots as
adjustable rear blades level and redistribute
the material, leaving a finish grade

...AND) REEPS IT
LEVEL FOREVER

CUTS S0D - GROOMS
RAKES - CULTIVATES

See us at
STMA
PHOENIX
Booth
1134

N

b &

m. -

330-337-3439
VersaGrader.com

—] el Sekely

Circle 203 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/4571-203

A

Mid-America Sales Associates
Request a FREE 96 page catalog TODAY!

800-264-4519

Check us out for the
best prices & largest selection!

eLacrosse
»Field Hockey

Football & Soccer
Field Maintenance
Equipment

»Baseball & Softball
*Multi-Sport Section

Where
Customers
Come First/

Secure Shopping 24/7!

Circle 202 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/4571-202

OGre

Media Online

The green industry portal for information, education & products.

BOOKSTORE

www.thebook-store.com/
greenmedia

800.272.2855 ext 1686

Shop
Thousands of
Green Industry
Titles

Deep Discounts on New Releases
Bestsellers, Bargain Buys and

Much More!

CLASSIFIEDS

SPORTSTURF reaches25,031 groundskeepers, athletic field
managers, schools, colleges and universities, parks and recreation personnel and STMA

Members who could be reading your ad RIGHT NOW. ADVERTISE ... IT WORKS!
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

(630) 325-6873 TONYA PRZYBYLSKI tpriz@aip.com

VISITWW MEDIAONLINE.COM FOR NEW CLASSIFIED LISTINGS.

Beillcinel

www.ballardsports.com

Ballard Sports / Ballard Construction is seeking

qualified and entry level personnel for all
positions including Superintendents, Foremen,

Operators and Laborers throughout the
Southeast. Please send inquiries and resumes

to Vic Procopio at the following:
Email: vprocopio@ballardsports.com
Or Fax: 919-678-8536

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING WORKS!

ADVERTISE YOUR SERVICES = ADVERTISE YOUR PRODUCTS
SELL YOUR BUSINESS = FIND QUALIFIED EMPLOYEES
SELL YOUR USED EQUIPMENT = ADVERTISE A SALE
ADVERTISE YOUR WEBSITE

We have many advertising options at affordable
rates and FREE online advertising!!

Call Tonya today to reserve your ad space!

(630) 325-6873

http://www.sportsturfmanager.com » STMA

TERRA SPIKES AND MORE

Nation’s #1 Distributor has trade-in’s and demo’s
for greens, tees, fairways and sportsfields

rrxy :
wir MASSEY FERGUSO & Wiedenmann

u'o3 G6/160 TERRA

COMMERCIAL TURF & TRACTOR 800-748-7497
www.commercialturfandtractor.com

Y u"v

I HOME OF BRYANS BLEND BBQ SAUCE
www.bryanshlend.com

Circle 101 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/4571-101
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NOURIE NOE REIG BRGENNEs
Perfect turf irrigation tool for all your athletic/sports fields
.« ANYWHERE you want it! Roll in a KIFCO Water-Reel, roll
out the sprinkler cart and reel in the rain. These self-traveling
irrigation systems operate unattended, shut off automatically,
travel easily from field to field ... all around town. Quick, easy
to set up ... waters a football field in one
pass. Great low-cost investment.
Tremendous versatility.
Keep grasses
lush AND ~,
costs down
with KIFCO!

"~

Models avatlable
for any size fields.

IRRIGATION
SYSTEMS

KIFCO + P.0. Box 290 » Havana, IL 62644 » 888-888-1290 » Fax: 309-543-4945

Circle 204 on card or www,.oners.ims.ca/4571-204
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By Dr. Dave Minner, Ph.D., Associate Professor, lowa State University

Failure to plan ...
Is planning to fail

At the STMA Conference in Phoenix | learned that | should be
part of the decision process as my athletic director is considering installing one of
the new rubber-infill fields. Our Midwest college is in the middle of an athletic
facility fundraising campaign, and because half the teams in our conference have
switched back to synthetic our AD wanted to keep pace. | showed them some of
the cost comparisons presented at the conference and they asked that | get
more information on a range of natural grass options. | may be able to keep grass
as an option since they really want to use some of the money for other upgrades
like the track and training facility. Our current field gets college games, some
practice, and some high school football. We have about 35 activities on the field
now but we were also hoping to have more practices on the field if it were syn-
thetic. Our two grass practice fields are really beat up. Can you provide some
field renovation/rebuilding options that could be competitive with or even cost
less than, synthetic turf?

Grounds Facility Manager from Indiana

ear Indy . . . actually we have shared a few emails over this situation
Dand the manager wanted to understandably remain anonymous

through the decision process. We started off with a Ross Kurcab
guote that sums it up best: "Failure to plan is planning to fail."

It is vital that the Sports Turf Manager be invited into the decision making
process for any type of athletic field development project. Once invited to the
table it is important that you provide accurate information that provides the best
surface for your entire facility. In the race towards rubberinfill surfaces we have
completely forgot about the entire facility planning process; hence failure to plan.

Natural grass is and will always be the preferred surface by most athletes.
In the 2004 NFL Players Survey 86% preferred grass, 6.3% preferred artificial,
and 8.4% had no preference. Most facilities | visit have noticed improvement of
their grass practice or game fields following installation of a synthetic field some-
where at the facility. This occurs because the coach has the option of practicing
on the synthetic whenever they choose, If the grass field is too worn or too wet,
then go on synthetic. If the synthetic is too hot or players are fatigued and recov-
ering, then go on the grass. The fortunate coach will have both options and both
fields should be in the best condition possible.

The part of the equation that is out of whack is that most synthetic surfaces
are placed on the competition field in the stadium, thereby forcing players and
coaches to play on a surface that is not their preferred choice. A more sensible
approach would play to the strength of a synthetic field by placing it in the higher
use practice area. It just makes sense, the most durable field in the highest use
area. Athletic directors seeking rubber-infill surfaces as a solution to their
overused and worn out natural grass fields makes perfectly good sense to me.
However, simply replacing a functional grass field just to follow the trend in the
conference has no practical basis and shows no fiscal responsibility. Placing the
synthetic surface on the practice facility makes better use of a durable surface.
Synthetic fields should be viewed as the durable workhorse on the farm. By pref-
erence alone, synthetic fields are not the "belle of the ball” and should not nec-
essarily reside in the castle.

Synthetics have a very important role in providing a durable practice field that
can be used daily, by multiple groups, and in wet conditions. When properly

58 March 2005

placed and used in the practice facility synthetics relieve pressure from grass
fields and this improves the conditions of the entire facility. Each facility situation
is different and the AD must weigh many factors concerning, traffic, budget, field
user groups, boosters, coaches, players, field proximity to other activities, multi-
ple uses, lighting, maintenance and others. In the planning process the AD should
consider placing the synthetic field on the practice facility to maximize perfor-
mance of all the other fields, including the game field.

Since you asked, here are some of my best cost-effective field renovations
for comparison. They are based on an 80,000 sg.ft. field, For comparison it is
important to include the total cost for installing a rubber-in-fill field, not just the
synthetic carpet surface. The total cost for the sub-base, gravel bed, drainage,
grading, synthetic surface, and irrigation ranges from $600,000 to $800,000.

USGA Perched Water Table Sand Based System. This has been the stan-
dard for more than 15 years for rapid drainage and they have been used for pro,
college, and high school fields with good success when constructed and man-
aged properly and combined with a traffic control program. The cost ranges from
$600,000 to $800,000.

Sand Pad. These fields typically have 6-12 inches of a sand root zone placed
directly on subsurface soil with a network of drain lines. They have eliminated the
gravel blanket and reduced the root zone depth to provide less material cost.
They can provide the same level of drainage and performance as the USGA style
field. When reducing material depths it is important to have an experienced con-
tractor since the over designed drainage system is no longer there to buffer
drainage imperfections by inexperienced contractors. The cost ranges from
$400,000 to $600,000.

Sand Bypass System. These fields have narrow sand-filled trenches placed
20 inches apart. The narrow trenches are connected to larger sand trenches and
a network of drain tubing that carries collected water from the field. A 1-inch sand
topdressing layer over the entire field connects the narrow trenches and keeps
them from sealing during muddy events. Since native soil remains between the
trenches wet conditions can occur during a game, however this type of field
stays considerably drier and drains quicker than conventional native soil fields. An
example of this type of system can be found at
http:/imwww.korosystermns.com/topDrain.html. The cost ranges from $72,000 to
$100,000.

So you see, Indy, I'm not against installing a new rubber-infill on your facility.
They are sure better than any of the synthetics we have had in the past. What |
am against is using them in the wrong situation that leads to competitive play on
an inferior surface. | often hear coaches and athletic directors comment that they
want the best playing surface for their team. Well, the best game field for a facili-
ty with your level of traffic is natural grass and the best practice field is one of the
new rubber-infills. Don‘t settle for second best by failing to plan. ST

QUESTIONS? Send them to Dave Minner at lowa State University,
106 Horticulture Hall, Ames, IA 50011, or email dminnerfdiastate.edu. Or, send
them to Grady Miller at the University of Florida, PO Box 110670, Gainesville,
FL 32611, or email gmiller@mail.ifas.ufl.edu.
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Simple, effective and affordable
water control.

Mlwllci-Fo %

drainage systems

WWww.varicore.com
* Varicore Technologies. Inc. « 800.978.8007 « service(w varicore.com *

Circle 200 on card or www.oners,ims.ca/4571-200



