4/ SeaDwarf,

Seashore Paspalum

Kl o
o

Adloha

sgashore paspaldm

Studies show that SeaDwarf™, a fine-bladed, warm-season sports turf and the only true dwarf
Seashore Paspalum cultivar, heals twice as fast from sports-related wear as bermudagrass. What
this means for sports turf managers is faster recovery from sports-related wear.

Add to that a natural striping, bright green color and SeaDwarf’s cushiony feel underfoot for
players--from little league to the pros--and you've got an ideal turf surface for use on soccer,
football, base ball and softball fields.

Plus, SeaDwarf™ can be irrigated with a wide range in water quality: from potable, to effluent,
brackish, even seawater under the right conditions. It takes up to 50% less water for irrigation,
and up to 75% less nitrogen for fertilization than bermudagrass.

Now introducing Aloha™ Seashore Paspalum... all the environmental benefits of
SeaDwarf™ with a longer mowing height and deeper color!

For a licensed grower near you:
(772) 460-5575 or
www.environmentalturf.com

“Environmental Turf.
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Turf Cover/Growth Blanket Buyers’ Guide

BBA Fiberweb

Old Hickory TN

Typar Turf Blankets, Reemay Covers,
Typar Landscape Fabric

800-321-6271

www.typarlandscape.com

Beacon Athletics

Middleton WI

Beacon Athletics offers Infield Skin
Tarps, Individual Tarps, Premium and
Standard Infield Turf Protectors,
Fieldsaver Growth Covers, and
SidelineTurf Protection Tarps
800-747-5985

www.beaconathletics.com

Colbond Inc.

Enka NC

EnkamatPlus sideline tarp; Enkamat Il
permanent erosion control mat with
biodegradable component for
enhanced seed protection/emer-
gence

800-365-7391

www.colbond-usa.com
infof@colbond-usa.com

Covermaster

Rexdale ON

Baseball/football athletic field covers,
mound and plate covers, turf growth
blankets, turf protective systems and
protective wall padding.

800-387-5808

www.covermaster.com
infoldcovermaster.com

CoverSports USA

Philadelphia PA

Field Covers, Turf Growth Covers
800-445-6680

www.coversports.com
salesf@coversports.com

CoverTech Fabricating
Etobicke ON

Turf covers
Bo0-837-8961
www.covertechfab.com
salesf@covertechfab.com

DuPont Turf Blankets
Syracuse NC
800-338-3355
www.parksite.com

GeoTechniques, Inc.

Wixom MI

Wintergreen protective covers &
Terrabond polyesthe geotextiles
248-344-7959
www.geotechnigues.com
gtiprosfdgeotechniques.com

Partac Peat Corp.
Great Meadows NJ
800-2470-BEAM
partacfdgoes.com

Pioneer Manufacturing
Cleveland OH

Turf Gro turf blankets
Boo-B877-1500
www.pioneer-mfg.com

REEF Industries, Inc.

Houston TX

Athletic field covers: gym floor cov-
ers, stadium covers, sideline covers,
fungo tarps, and arena covers.
B00-231-6074

www.reefindustries.com

Rola-Trac North America

Van Buren AR

Rola-Trac North America offers sales
and rentals of portable floors and
roadways. Fast, durable and safe
with excellent turf protection.
www.rola-trac.net

Terraplas USA Rentals LLC
Kilgore TX

Turf protection system
888-972-6B37
www.terraplasusa.com

U.S. Athletic Fields, Inc.
Skillman NJ

609-466-2846
www.usathleticfields.com

World Class Athletic Surfaces, Inc.
Leland MS

800-748-9649
www.worldclasspaints.com

EVERGREEN Turf Blankets...

..trusted around the world!

“Results Outstanding...,
Could Not Believe...”

wrote Dann Daly, Park Maintenance Supervisor,
Parks & Recr. Dept., North Smithfield, Rl

« Earlier spring green-up

» Faster seed germination
* Deeper root development
* Delays dormancy in fall

Want to know more?

CALL TOLL FREE

1-800-387-5808

* Ideal winter blanket

* 3 & 7 yr. warranty covers
» Best for quick turf repairs
* Available in any size

GCOVERMASTER"

COVERMASTER

MASTERS IN THE ART OF SPORTS SURFACE COVERS
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Covers for football and soccer
fields are also readily available.

Covered...

covermaster.com

Uncovered...

WARMING
THE SOIL

g o ke gLl REH Eb
"INGREA
MBSy
It works on the greenhouse
principle, every time!

E-MAIL: info@covermaster.com
COVERMASTER INC., 100 WESTMORE DR. 11-D, REXDALE, ON, M9V 5C3 TEL 416-745-1811 FAX 416-742-6837
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Tracking stations monitor weather for the pros

1g the network of 8,000 WeatherBug Tracking sensors have the added capabilities of monitoring soil
Dolphins, Florida Marlins, and Cleveland Browns are Stations nationwide and more than 1,000 cameras, the moisture, leaf wetness, and evapotranspiration to better
counting on new professional grade tracking stations, Professional Streamer features live weather conditions at  manage and mainitain their facilities and play surf
cameras and ground sensors to deliver instantaneous, on-  the stadium and training camp grounds. Also, ground Edited by Eric Schroder
ite weather conditions.
“The hourly forecasts are ex
lv helpful,” said Rick Wright, director
of field operations for the Dolphins
and Marlins. “We're now able to ‘see’
approaching storms, even at night,
and to alert the owners and coaches to
possible threats. Streamer let's us
know when there’s a possible ‘window’
on a stormy day. No sense in warming
up a player if we're going to be rained
out.”

Professional Streamer, a
WeatherBug product, delivers live
weather data online, any time, in one

)
interface. Team personnel can What ca n You buy for a nlc
remotely plan for the next practice

and then equip and prepare the play- ——

ers for the day’s activities, such as

selecting we

Customizal 't aII adds Up!
conditions feature live, neighborhood- :

level weather and wind readings, local == ra e s e B i
radar, weather contour, satellite, cam- 4 '

e up to five layers of o
ping weather data on the same map,
including custom data, to forecast

itions such
tning or tornadoes. e
“With live, on-site weather condi- . - . Be”er TU rf!
tions at our stadium and training facil- ' o -
nificant advantages to A Better Reputqh‘)n!

evervone involved with the

said Philadelphia Eagles’ sp elc - Like it or not, keeping your golf course green

manager, Tony Leonard. “We've through overseeding is standard practice.

It's also one of your biggest dkpenses;€osting

$1,000 or more per acre eachdyear.

players to suit the weather and playing Al TU'-F_Seed_' Ingee ncﬂlur'G”y l;reed canll ol

field conditions. Now, we can equip grasses fo_give you superior performance fraits

already time, manpower, and
TESOL £

playing field and equip our staff

and prepare our players for minimal
injury and optimal outcome and deal
with potential weather hazards.”

Management can select up to 23
warnings for storms, tornadoes, floods,

ation, marine

- weather, civil emergen-

. They can also moni-
tor lightning, hail and heavy precipita-
tion and set alert thresholds for low
and high temperatures, heat index,
l:l\'ﬁ'l'l.l_f__';t' Ellld current w jll(l 5;1(‘.“-(;"{&.\.
wind chill, wind gusts, rain rate and
daily rain accumulation.

The product allows insight to his-
torical data, which ]'lc|ps them antici-
!le" :_!Ild ]_)T{:'\'l:']” ]_}[:It(‘.]l“i‘l] }]:I?'-lrl‘l.‘.\'
based upon past experiences with sim-

ilar, hazardous weather conditions.
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- including salt tolerance - which makes them
ideal for. overseeding. Our varieties may cost a
few more cents per pound, but they're worth it.

With your reputation riding on the ryegrass
seed you use for your course, shouldn't you
choose the best? Choose Turf-Seed.

[~ _TURFSEEDING,

—_— Yorwer Nuwee

ey Depends on Seed / Satisfaction Guarunteei,

800-247-6910 * www.turf-seed.com ¢ email: info@turf-seed.com ® fax: 503-651-2351
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How laser leveling works

BY CHRIS HARRISON

veryone promises to do his or her “level best” on any job, but
with laser-guided equipment, the term takes on a whole new
meaning.

The technology behind it is complex, but the concept and

implementation are fairly simple. Basically, laser leveling
begins with a 360-degree rotating laser that allows the operator to set “falls” or
slopes, either to plan or to client specifications.

As the laser spins, it creates a plane and sends signals to the receiver that is
located on a mast attached to the blade. This then sends an electrical signal to the
computerized controls on the blade. These signals control a valve that moves the
blade up and down. This blade
movement moves material from
high spots to low spots to achieve
the level required.

By adjusting the speed of the
blade movement, tighter toler-
ances are achieved.

“Our grading systems work
independently from the tractor
and adjust to grade automatical-
ly,” according to Ray Joling with
Florida-based Southern Laser &
Laser Leveling (www.laserlevel-
ing.com). He says all that the
operator needs to do is steer the
tractor to achieve excellent
results.

Technically speaking, there is
no difference in the performance
between the 3-point hitch and
pull-type box blade grading sys-
tems.

While the 3-point hitch is
more maneuverable than the pull-type box blade (because it is mounted closer to
the rear of the tractor) each grading system provides quarter-inch aceuracy in the
finish grade.

Getting started

While the overall approach for any field is similar, the desired result varies.
Baseball and softball fields, with their conical design, usually are designed differ-
ently than the run of other sports turf like soccer, football, and comparable areas
that generally are crowned in the center.

Even on similar fields, there are significant differences both in control systems
and in the manner in which the operator sets up and conducts the leveling
process, says Bill Barkshire, owner of Barkshire Laser Leveling, Inc. (info@bark-
shireleveling.com, San Juan Capistrano, CA).

“One of the reasons laser leveling continues to be a specialized operation is
that there are ‘right ways” and ‘wrong ways’ to do the job,” he s:

vs. He says that
many general contractors struggle to achieve the appropriate tolerances because
their staff does not understand the fundamentals of laser leveling and the process
required.

His company has another advantage over the Yellow Pages dozer operator:

Barkshire designed and manufactures the blades they use. “Our systems incorpo-
rate the latest laser technology and highly maneuverable equipment resulting in
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tight tolerances that meet planner specifications for falls,” he says. “Compaction is
vital to reduce settling after leveling and integral to our system.”

Laser leveling is used at all kinds of sports facilities, from the professional stadi-
um to local ball fields. While it is good to have an expert like Barkshire or Laser
Leveling do the finish work, they do not have to be around for the whole job.

“A contractor needs to know what grade has been specified for the field or how
an engineer or architect has laid out the field,” Joling says.

The most economic approach for a local municipality or college is to have its
grounds crew go ahead and do the prep work, says Berkshire. “They typically have
the manpower to water, roto-till and loosen the soil,” he says.

After the crew has done the basic earthmoving, Barkshire’s people would come
in, re-grade the surface and do the fine-tuning,

_ “We work with a lot of park
and recreation people that way,”
Bill says. Although they are willing
to do the entire project, having the
rec staff work on the job is more
efficient. “Typically park and
recreation can save a lot of money
by doing the basic work them-
selves,” he says.

“Preparation is really a key to
timely and quality finishes,” he
adds.

The professional levelers want
all turf areas to be stripped and
rototilled to loosen the soil. This is
because excess organic materials
add to the time for finish and also
result in less precise lasering.

Irrigation must be marked and,
in most cases, capped or buried.

After that, the equipment takes
over. Like most systems, on the
jobsite Southem Laser’s grading
systems are controlled antomatically from a laser transmitter.

The laser is mounted on a tripod and positioned above the ROPS of the trac-
tor. The laser provides a 360-degree plane of light over the entire jobsite as a refer-
ence, similar to an airport beacon.

A 360-degree receiver mounted on the box blade sees the laser light and sig-
nals the hydraulics on the box blade to raise or lower the cutting edge to stay on
grade.

To begin a project, the laser is positioned at any height above the cab of the
tractor, Joling explains. The box blade is benched to a starting elevation or desired
finish grade and the 360-degree receiver is set to the laser light. From there, the
operator has a constant reference to grade and the box blade automatically adjusts
to the laser light.

As a rule of thumb, expect to deploy five horsepower for every foot of scraper.
For example, a 6-foot scraper will typically require a 30-hp tractor.

Systems like Barkshire’s allow for one-man operations. That person is responsi-
ble for mobilizing tractor/blade, setting up the laser control equipment and com-
pleting the operations.

Where to level

“Because laser leveling is a cost effective operation, all jobs could benefit,”
Barkshire maintains. As compared to hand-leveled projects, laser-leveled projects
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result in longer lasting playing -
surfaces that are safer and
with better drainage, he says.

“With increased demand
on fields, clients often focus
on playability, keeping their
fields in service regardless of
weather conditions,” Barkshire
says.

Experts maintain that laser
leveling is particularly critical
in new construction where
attention to the subgrade,
matching profiles, and the fin-
ish grade continually result in
better products for clients.

“Many of our clients have
recently installed new fields
that do not offer the playability and conditions they require and schedule our ser-
vices to correct only a short time after construction,” Barkshire says.

Of course, the finished product is only as good as the building material you are
working with. Sandy soil is always the preferred choice.

Joling says their laser grading systems are well suited for most jobsite applica-
tions. “However, our box blades are designed to be a finished grading system. The
material must be loose and able to be moved about.”

Like Barkshire, they recommend that the material be rotovated and loosened to
a depth of 4-6 inches.

“Our system will grade sandy soil as well as clay. However, it will not work in
turf areas,” Joling says.

Barkshire notes that many clients with clay soils get satisfactory results by incor-

LaserLeveling's Skidmaster HC skid-steer grading sys
designed for use on the hardest of mat

porating amendments or by
bringing in finish materials to
achieve tighter finishes.

“‘ }]“]t‘]][]lll(_‘]lt.\ dare to l“.'
added, it is best to incorporate
them during rototilling.
Added materials should be
.'i|]r(:;]('| ACTOSS HIC dred tf_) b(.‘
lasered and water must be
available during and after the
process to ensure the com-
1)}!(.'“[)]1 |‘ll’u(.'{.':is.

“Both turf areas and
infields benefit from a laser-
leveled finish, but due to the
obvious increased play in the
infield, that area is critical”
he adds.

Quashing a rumor

One persistent rumor is that cell phones or other radios will interfere with the
leveling process.

“Cell phones do not interfere with our operations,” Barkshire says. However, he
Sj-l}'s th{-ll ()”I(;.'T I.'-lﬁf..'r."i \\'()rkillg ina (..'()llsh'”('ﬁ(.]“ daréa cdn iﬂft.‘rf{:?(‘., ds can g]z‘ll‘(‘ ill'li'_l
reflecting light.

}uliu;; agrees. “Lasers are light based,” he says, “so they do require line of sight
between the transmitter and 360-degree receiver.”

Given those parameters, the system is ready to do its level best. ST

Chris Harrison is a veteran free lance turf writer.

Great teams don't settle for less.

WORLD
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athleticsurfaces

www.worldclasspaints.com
1-800-748-9649
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STM uses one
machine at UMBC

BY TARA DEERING

ith more than 15 acres of athletic fields to maintain,
you'd think Eric Plitt, sports turf manager for the
University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC),
would have a fleet of equipment to perform his score of
daily tasks. But believe it or not, Plitt has turned his
operation into a one-machine show.

Plitt and his staff of three are responsible for all of the athletic grounds mainte-
nance lhr('mgllmll the year. When Plitt first arrived at the university, the only
equipment his department had was a few mowers and a utility vehicle. He says
whenever they needed a loader to unload sports materials or perform other
grounds maintenance tasks, he would have to borrow equipment from the campus
grounds department.

Then about a year ago, Plitt was allocated money to purchase new equipment.
At first, he says he considered purchasing several different pieces of equipment to
dedicate to specific tasks as diverse as spraying and snowplowing. “We were also
looking at some type of angle broom, which came as one unit, and that would have
been another piece of equipment. It was adding up to be a lot of stuff,” he says.

Then Plitt read about the Toolcat 5600 utility work machine, which has the fea-
tures of a utility loader, pickup truck, and attachment carrier. “After looking at this,
it knocked off like five pieces of equipment, and it actually was going to cost less to
get it,”
~ But the athletic director had to see for himself that the utility work machine

he says.

could do the work of several pieces of equipment before signing off on the pur-
chase. “I talked it up because he was a little leery at first. Then I had the dealer

bring one down, and I just drove around doing odd things that we could have never
Plitt says.

done before,” “He was sold.”

Plitt says that recently the machine helped clear over-

Ars You Rea r So
Some Baseball? An
No playing surface rivals TifSport when ll
comes turf density, turf strength and rapid

Some

extra sound footing. Insist on Certified

TIFS

CERTIFIED BERMUDAGRASS

TriSpon Bermudagrass for your game
fields, practice fields, and intramurual
recovery from injury. Put your programon fields. You might also want to think about
the coach’s new lawn while you're at it.

growth on a large hill at the university’s soccer stadium.
He attached the mower to the 46-hp 5600 and drove it
straight up the hill. He says he was impressed by how the
turf tires on the machine provided added traction while
exerting low ground pressure, enabling him to easily
climb the hill while causing minimal ground distur-
bance. “It would have taken three guys probably six
hours to cut weeds on that hill, and we knocked that
whole thing out in about an hour and a half” he says.
Like many universities with sports facilities, the
UMBC athletic grounds department often receives deliv-
eries of palletized lawn materials. This is where the pallet
forks come in handy, Plitt says. With the pallet forks and
the machine’s 1,500-pound rated operating capacity, he
says he can easily unload and haul topsoil and other
materials where they need to go.
Plitt says.
“Before we would have loaded the pickup truck by hand

“That definitely saves us a lot of time,”

from our warehouse, and then drove it all the way back
down to where it had to go and unloaded it by hand.”

Using the pickup truck to unload and haul materials
also didn't allow them access to confined areas in and

around the athletic facilities. Plitt says the 60.5-inch wide

l" machine fits through the softball and baseball fields’

y fence gates.
C o Plitt also uses the machine to remove snow, with
both the angle broom attachment and the blade.

Plitt doesn’t view the enclosed cab as a luxury but
rather a necessity for staying efficient year-round. For
example, he says, the heat not only helps keep the win-
dows defrosted in the winter, but it also enables operators
to work longer by keeping them warm.

“I would say we're at least 40 percent more efficient

than we were before,” he says. ST

www.tifsport.com
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Tara Deering is a technical writer for Two Rivers
Marketing, Des Moines, IA.
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NEW LASER LEVEL AVAILABLE

The CL185 Laser is fully self-leveling and designed for any flat or cone applica-
tion up to -1.85%. Primarily used for sports fields with a radial fall, this laser level
has a range of 1000 ft. diameter. You are able to custom tailor the cone to your

BOBCAT GRADER specific application by simply adjusting the slope to your specs you will have a
ATTACHMENT perfect laser reference, says the company.

The Bobcat grader attach- LASERFORCE, LLC/800-972-5273
ment, for its Bobcat 873 skid- For information, circle 071 or
steer loader. uses with a laser see http://www.oners.ims.ca/5067-071

EXPECT MORE

moldboard that adjusts
from Your Weather & Turf Management Systems

hydraulically six ways. The
I | 3
I-IG'H NIIHEG robIBA ONLINE WEATHER CENTER ::»

moldboard angles hydraulically

25 degrees right or left and can
be moved manually up to 12 in.
to the right or left.

The attachment requires no
hard wiring for use with a laser
guidance system. In this appli-
cation, the laser system controls
all blade movement for very
precise grading.

The grader attachment can
also be used manually for
rough grading. The operator
controls the blades using
switches mounted on the

loader’'s steering levers.

Bobcat Company/866-823-7898

For information, circle 067 or

see http://www.oners.ims.ca/5067-067
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SISIS’ AER-AID
SYSTEM

SISIS says its new
Aer-Aid aerating sys- “‘“
tem improves turf M“m
cover with less need
to re-sod, alleviates
many problems associated with
shady conditions, and provides
controlled reduction of field hard-
ness. The machine blasts clean air
directly into the rootzone, which
speeds up the aeration process.
No disruption in play is necessary,
says the company. By adjusting * Historical data
the depth setting to your prefer- . * Lightning fore
ence, you can better control the .
hardness of your fields. ...all on one easy-to-use web interface that can be
SISIS/B64-843-5972 accessed by any PC with an Internet connection.
For information, circle 069 or
see http://www.oners.ims.ca/5067-069

A

I HISTORICAL OBSERVATIONS

3 Weatherf g P by Ve Bt Pt

UL Cmia £ A Sonaehgiete Tecsunihighes e 0

WeatherBug offers...

casts and strikes data

WeatherBug, owner and operatar of the largest weather netwark in the world, is proud
to offer the most cormprehensive weather and turf management solution availoble,

wea'therBtlg- Call us today to lenrn more about the cost-effective program used by NFL and MLB

PROFESSIONAL franchises to better manage their venues. It will change the woy you operate your facility,

Contact Stuart Margel ot 1-800-544-4429, ext. 4117 or e-mail smargel@aws.com.

Circle 148 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/5067-148

http://www.sportsturfmanager.org * STMA SPORTSTURF


http://www.oners.ims.ca/5067-148
http://www.sportsturfmanager.org

Isotopes Park in Albuquerque
wins Field of the Year

he Sports Turf Managers Association’s 2004 College Baseball
Field of the Year belongs to Isotopes Park in Albuquerque, NM,
home of both the University of New Mexico Lobos and the
Pacific Coast League's AAA Albuquerque Isotopes. Jarad Alley is
head groundskeeper and is assisted full-time by Bryan

Mexico Athletic Association state tournament (nine games over 3 days). Great coop-
eration between the university, pro franchise, and the state allow Alley and Waller a
chance to keep the playing surface safe and presentable to everyone.

College baseball’s early start means maintenance challenges. The bluegrass is

Waller. (“Isotope” means any of two or more forms of an element having the
same or very closely related chemical properties. We didn'’t know either.)

Isotopes Park is the renovation product of Dukes Stadium, completed in
2003 with a 14,000 capacity including a Creamland Berm grass seating area
in right field. Mountain West Golfscapes of Peralta, NM, built the playing
surface. The Kentucky bluegrass turf is at an elevation of 5,102 feet and the
grass grows in a 92-8 sand/peat mix rootzone (blended by Dakota Peat).

Irrigation features include a Hunter system with ICC control clock with
radio transmission, master valve, Hunter ICV valves, and 1-20 and 1-40 irri-
gation heads. Sixteen quick couplers provide for hand watering and hydro-
jecting.

28

Though home to two teams, schedules work out so only a few days a
year sees both teams using the field. Isotopes Park also hosts the New

Winter: Maintain turf at 1 1/2 inches high,
mow as needed

Spring: Maintain turf at 1 1/2 inches high,
mow game days or 2-3 times a week

Summer: Maintain turf at 1inch and OF at 1

1/4 inch, mow game days or 3 times a week
Fall: Maintain turf at 1 inch, mow game
days or 3 times a week
{110 baseball games played in 2004)

January 2004
Administrative and shop work
6-2-0 Milorganite (.25 Ibs. N/1000)

February

Start bullpen relocation

Put out turf covers

6-2-0 Milorganite (.25 Ibs. N/1000)

March

21-0-0 ammonium sulfate (1 lbs. N/1000)
4-0-10 perk (.25 Ibs. N/1000)

Bullpen relocation project

December 2005

April

Built mounds for bullpen projects
Aerate and sweep cores
Topdress 30 tons of sand
20-10-20 (.75 Ibs. N/1000)

4-1-10 perk (.25 Ibs. N/1000)
Crumb rubber high traffic areas
Replace sod where needed

May

18-4-10 (.6 |bs. N/1000)
4-0-10 perk (.25 Ibs. N/1000)
20-0-25 (.4 |bs. N/1000)
Replace sod where needed

June

Hosted NM East-West All-Star Game
18-4-10 (.5 Ibs. N/1000)

Gypsum and K-Mag @ 5 Ibs. each per 1000}

July

Hydroject full field in two directions
Aerate and sweep cores

Topdress 30 tons of sand

20-0-25 (.5 Ibs. N/1000)

18-4-10 (.5 Ibs. N/1000)

August

Fungicide X for tarp areas

20-4-10 (.75 Ibs. N/1000)

0-0-28 micronutrient pak (5 |bs. per 1000)

September

Overseed infield and aprons

Aerate and sweep cores

Topdress 60 tons of sand

21-3-18 (.5 Ibs. N/1000)

Gypsum and K-Mag@ 5 Ibs. each per 1000

October

18-4-10 (.25 Ibs. N/1000)

21-3-18 (.25 Ibs. N/1000)

Changed infield cut-outs

Added sod to old bullpen areas

Added infield skin sprinkler zone

Re-level by laser the skin, baselines and plate

November/December

Equipment maintenance

Shop and too maintenance

Office work for year-end

UMAXX slow release (2 Ibs. N/1000)
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mostly dormant in February and early March, which can cause playability problems. ~ water the skin was added, which will save time and water during the season.
Daily mound and skin work also is adjusted in these conditions. Alley uses turf blan-
kets (Covermaster) on the infield and aprons over the winter and early season to help  Normal day

against the abuse. “We make sure to keep divots filled with sand and seed mix during Game time is 7:11 PM. 10 AM to 12 PM: Mow field and water skin

these early months to promote new growth throughout the season,” he says. . 1-3:30 PM: Set up batting practice, water skin, prep bullpen mounds
He also tries to overseed and hand aerate the high traffic areas consistently during 3:30: Pitcher’s stretch

the season to combat the wear and compaction. Just keeping his crew fresh is tough 4:15 Batting practice for both teams

when you have two teams playing on one field. “We use our game day staff as much 6:00 Take down batting practice and pre-game field prep

as possible to keep the field in great shape immediately following events to minimize Field prep is:

the maintenance needed when both teams are on the road,” says Alley. 1. Rake entire skin, baselines, plate and mount

2. String baselines and batters
Relocating bullpens boxes for chalking

Last year the Isotopes relocated 3. Water plate, baselines, and

the bullpens from on the field to an skin

area between the left field wall and a 4. Chalk baselines and batters
picnic pavilion, which made play boxes

much safer and cleaned up fans’ sight 5. Paint plate and rubber on
lines. Alley was able to add a row of I- mound

6. Pull the lines that were strung
for baselines and roll up hose

7. Walk around and doublecheck
that everything is in the right place

8. Make sure all the water is
turned off

20 sprinklers to the bottom of the
berm in centerfield because one row
at the top wasn't providing sufficient
water to the entire hill.

This year they completed the
bullpen project by adding turf to the
old bullpen areas along the waming
frack and changing the shape of the [n-game activities include raking
cut-outs around the bases. The latter player position spots using four rakes
after the 3rd and 7th innings, and an
infield drag after the 5th inning (five
drags and two rakes). ST

move will help the crew keep the cut-
outs in much better shape, Alley says.
A zone of I-25 high-speed rotors to

.. *Promotes Safety
- Professionally Sized Conditioners
* Provides Superior Moisture Management
« Enhances Surface Coloration
i nssm in Proper Field Drainage
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' (C 100% Natural Earth Product.
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Slugger Field, Nielsen
win 2nd Field of Year title

t is not easy to grow |_1|11L'£_:r;|s.\- in
the transition zone but Tom
Nielsen, turf manager at
Louisville’s Slugger Field, seems to

W88 have it down. The Sports Turf
Managers Association awarded its 2004
Professional Baseball Field of the Year
Award to Nielsen, his second award in the
past 3 vears.

“I've been told ours is one of the few
100% bluegrass fields this far south,”
Nielsen says. “Since disease pressure is my
most difficult challenge, so water manage-
ment is the most impnrl'.ml aspect of my
managing the field.”

between cycles, he waters by hand. There
are eight quick couplers positioned around
the field so that the entire field can be
watered with a 130-foot hose.

In 2004, between March 30 and
October 7, Slugger Field hosted more than
115 events, including 72 Bats games, a wed-
ding, a Kentucky Derby Festival event, and
kids camp-out nights.

Nielsen says he used to have a problem
caused by having to pull the tarp 40-50
times a year. “The majority of the time, the
tarp is left on the field for long periods,
which of course leads to a greater potential
for disease. To solve this, we placed two 22-

Slugger Field's irrigation system consists of 34 Hunter [-:20s, 46 [-40s, and nine inch Air Max fans under two sides of the tarp. The fans can move air 150 feet, and
I-<+4 heads totaling 89 heads in 13 zones, including the infield clay area. It can be this air creates a bubble underneath the tarp so that the water rolls off easily and
controlled by a control panel or by remote control. Nielsen manually adjusts irriga-  enables a crew of four to pull the tarp off. Also, the air movement under the tarp
tion run times based on the daily use of a hand-held soil moisture sensor. In lessens the chance of disease in our hot, humid climate,” he says. “Without the air

Jungp Into The Sea

of
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bubble underneath the tarp, it would normally take 12-
14 people to dump the tarp.” ST

The STMA Field of the Year Awards Program has been
made possible through the generous support of its spon-
sors. They include Bayer; Carolina Green; Covermaster;
Hunter Industries; Jacobsen, A Textron Co.; Nu-Gro;
Turface Athletics/Profile Products; Turf Seed; West Coast
Turf; and World Class Athletic Surfaces.
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