and upwards of 30 inches
before we were through,”
said Bossard. “The dome
was scheduled to be fin-
ished before we started
putting in the field, so the
outdoor temperature
shouldn’t have had any
effect on us. It wasn't fin-
ished though, so we had
to devise a way to install
the field on frozen
ground.”

The field had to be
thawed before the sod
could be installed. A foot
of snow had to be plowed
away and a 6-inch trench
of frozen ground had to
be torn out by frost teeth
on DS bulldozers to put
in the irrigation system.
“But we were ready for
opening day and that's all
that matters,” added
Bossard.

Bossard and his team also developed a unique irrigation strategy for Miller Park. Its
overhead, integrated hydraulic irrigation system was the first of its kind. It heats water
from 80-93 degrees, then runs it through the irrigation system to help bring the turf out

A

“TBossard says,
“When I work on my field, I gefall these
great ideas in my head that I know can

help other groundskeepers, techniques

they don’t teach you in school. This
i My opportunity to passgon
valuable experience.”

of dormancy and establish
growth in the cool weath-
er. “Sure, projects like
this may push the enve-
lope of creative sportsfield
care,” said Bossard. “But
the point is that the best
way to I_)]'(]ﬂ(!(f“ _"(]llr ‘iL]"\
is to work with the most
experienced people in the
game. This forum pro-
vides that opportunity.

“In the end, it's what
you do on your field that
counts. This course will
teach you how to properly
maintain your field, but
more importantly how to
fix mistakes that may have
happened in the past.
You'll design a program
that meets your specific
maintenance needs and
be able to apply it.”

“And if the attendees

are really lucky,” added Bossard, “I may even reveal a few of my grandfather’s famous ‘17

Tricks of the Tradestrictly for nostalgia, of course.”

FFor more information on the Professional Sportsfield Institute and the Roger
Bossard Training Camp, contact www.sportsfieldinstitute.com or 800-851-2399.

ST

Pro’s Choite sports field products
»

Call for information and samples of our full line of sports field products, including
Rapid Dry* drying agent, Pro Mound" packing clay and baseball accessories.

(800)648-1166 x"

www.proschoicel.com

Soilmaster® soil conditioners build strong turf to stand up to tough play.

Soilmaster soil conditioner is ideal for incorporating into aerification holes, to relieve compaction in the high traffic
areas on soccer, football and baseball fields. Made from a unique montmorillonite clay, and fired for maximum
hardness and stability, each granule quickly wicks water away from the playing surface and promotes drainage.
The result — deep rooted, divot resistant turf that recovers more quickly from heavy play.

- ——

http://www.sportsturfmanager.com * STMA
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STMA in Action

New STMA Chapter

hosts field day

he Pacific Northwest Chapter of the STMA
Theld its inaugural event last August 19 at the

home of the Seattle Mariners, Safeco Field.
More than 200 people attended the field day that fea-
tured a rotating station format that addressed infield
maintenance, turf care, and logo painting.

Former major league player Dave Henderson wel-
comed the crowd as the keynote speaker. Henderson
spoke of the impact that a field manager can have on
a game, both good and bad. He then answered ques-
tions about his favorite/least favorite ballparks, and his
memories about the 1989 “Battle of the Bay” World
Series.

At the lunch break, participants, while enjoying a
genuine ball park hot dog, heard from the chapter
board members as well as special guests Dale Getz,
CSFM, and Charlie Vestal who addressed the value
and growth of the STMA.

The six rotating stations consisted of Chapter
President and Mariners” head groundskeeper, Bob

BY BOB STUDHOLME

Christofferson, sharing his knowledge on managing
the infield skin, while his assistants, Tim Wilson and
Leo Liebert, spoke on mound maintenance and con-
struction.

The Washington State University turfgrass
research team of Dr. Gwen Stahnke and Dr. Eric
Miltner spoke on managing sand-based turf systems,
and University of Oregon grounds manager Mike
Wagner, CSEM, covered the aspects of mowing and
its impact on the turfgrass plant. Seattle Seahawks’
director of fields, Jay Warnick, CSFM, demonstrated

some of the machines used in field and logo painting.

The final station allowed participants to visit the
equipment and displays of the six sponsors.

The day was a great success and a perfect way to
launch the new PNWSTMA Chapter. Future plans
include a round-table discussion and election meet-
ing this fall. For more information contact Jay
Warnick at 425-893-5130, or email
JayW@Seahawks.com. ST

The STMA's new
Pacific
Northwest
Chapter held
its inaugural
event last
August at
Safeco Field.

Seattle
Seahawks' Jay
Warnick, CSFM,
demonstrated
some field
painting
machines.

MO-KAN Sports Turf Managers Association: The at the Minnesota Valley Country Club in Bloomington recertification programs visit the website: www.migf.org
MO-Kan Chapter will hold a Sports Facility Tour On and November 5 at Madden’s Resort Town Hall or call 612-625-9234.
Wheels October 16. Tour sites will be announced soon. Convention Center in Brainerd. For information on the For information on the Minnesota Chapter, or

Each stop will include a walk-
ing tour and a description of
the maintenance practices of
the facility.

For information on the
MO-KAN STMA Chapter, or
upcoming events, call Jody
Gill at 913-239-4121, Gary
Custis at 816-460-6215, or
Mike Green at 913-208-6158.

Minnesota Chapter
STMA: The Minnesota
Chapter’s Fall Workshop will
be held in Woodbury October
17. More details will be
announced soon.

The Minnesota Turf &
Grounds Foundation
announces two opportunities
for Pesticide Recertification,
Categories A & E: October 15
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upcoming events, contact Jeff
Hintz, Bethel College &
Seminary, St. Paul, at tel.
651-638-6075 or e-mail: j-
hintz@bethel.edu.

Keystone Athletic Field
Managers Organization
(KAFMO/STMA): The
KAFMO Cup Golf
Tournament will be held
October 21 at Fairview Golf
Course in Lebanon. Start
time is 12:30 pm. This is the
main fundraiser for the
KAFMO scholarship fund.
The scramble tournament is
open to anyone who wants to
enjoy a round golf, a great
meal, and super day of net-
working. For more informa-
tion on the tournament con-

SPORTSTURF # http://www.greenmediaonline.com



Chapter News

tact Steve LeGros at 717-534-3167 or e-mail to
KAFMO@aol.com.

For information on the KAFMO/STMA Chapter or
upcoming events, contact Dan Douglas, Reading
Phillies Baseball Club, at tel. 610-375-8469, ext. 212: or
e-mail to: kafmo@aol.com.

Midwest Chapter STMA: The Midwest Chapter is
planning a Fall Workshop for October. For information
on the Midwest Chapter, or pending activities, visit the
Chapter’s website, http:mestma.org/, or call Libby Baker
at 847-263-7603 or email Bake60ftbin@aol.com.

Florida Chapter # 1: The Florida Chapter will
meet November 12 at the University of Miami in
Miami. The program will include: Weed Identification,
GN-1 Bermudagrass Fertilization Research Project, and
Mound Building. Attendees will tour the athletic facili-
ties.

For information on the Florida Chapter. or pending
activities, call John Mascaro at 954-341-3115.

Tennessee Valley Sports Turf Managers
Association (TVSTMA): TVSTMA’s Annual
Planning and Election Meeting will be held
November 12 at Vanderbilt University.

For information on the TVSTMA Chapter,
or upcoming events, call Bill Marbet, Southern
Athletic Fields, Inc., at 931-380-0023 or 800-837-
8062 or visit the chapter’s website:
www.tvstma.org.

The Greater LA Basin Chapter of the
Sports Turf Managers Association: The Chapter
is planning a November Field Day at Edison
International. The date and time will be
announced soon. The Chapter’s general meeting and
elections will take place at 3:30 p.m. November 14 at
Mt. San Antonio College in Walnut. Bruce Kidd of
Dow AgroSciences will give a presentation on weed con-
trol strategies in turf. The Chapter also will have a booth
at the Turfgrass and Landscape Institute (SCTC)
December 11 at Buena Park.

For information on the Chapter or pending events,
call Steve Dugas, California State University-Fullerton,
at 714-278-3929 or email sdugas@fullerton.edu.

Virginia Sports Turf Managers Association: The
Virginia Chapter will hold officer elections in
November for the 2003 officers. Installation of the 2003
officers will take place at the Virginia Turfgrass Council
annual Conference in January.

For information on the Virginia Chapter, or other
upcoming events, contact: Bob Studholme, Fairfax
County Park Authority via e-mail:
Robert.Studholme@FairfaxCounty.gov or at 703/324-
8590).

Colorado Sports Turf Managers Association: The
Colorado Chapter will participate in the RMRTA Turf
Conference and Trade Show December 4 - 6 at the
Denver Convention Center.

For information on the Colorado Chapter, or
upcoming activities, visit the Chapter’s website,
www.CSTMA.org, or call the CSTMA Chapter Hotline
at 303-346-8954.

http://www.sportsturfmanager.com « STMA

Ohio Sports Turf Managers Association (OSTMA):
The OSTMA Chapter will hold its fifth annual meeting
and award breakfast December 11 in conjunction with
the Ohio Turfgrass Foundation Annual Conference and
Trade Show at the Columbus Convention Center. The
Conference dates are December 9-12. For information
on the Conference, call 888-683-3444. For information
on the OSTMA Chapter, or upcoming events, call
OSTMA Headquarters at 740-452-4541 or Boyd
Montgomery at 419-885-1982; or visit the chapter’s web-
site at www.ostma.org,

Sports Turf Managers Association of Arizona: For
information on the chapter, or upcoming events, contact
Chris Calcaterra at e-mail: chrisc@peoriaaz.com or tel.
623-412-4231 or Bill Murphy, at e-mail:
bmurphy@ci scotisdale.az.us or tel. 480-312-7956.

Southern California Chapter: For information on
the Southern California Chapter, or pending activities,
call Ron Kirkpatrick at 858-453-1755.

N EW

Northemn California Chapter of the Sports Turf
Managers Association: For information on the Nor-Cal
Chapter, or pending events, call Janet Gift at 530-758-
4200,

Gateway Chapter Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on the Gateway Chapter, or
upcoming events, call Mike Krone, Missouri Baptist
College, 314-392-2328 or email krone@mobap.edu.

Georgia Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the chapter or upcoming events, contact
Lori Turek at 770-509-3663 or gastma@earthlink.net.

Indiana Chapter: For information on the Indiana
Chapter, or pending activities, call Terry Updike, B & B
Fertilizer, at 219-356-8424.

lowa Sports Turf Managers Association: For infor-
mation on the lowa Chapter, or upcoming activities,
contact Jeff Wendel of The Turf Office at tel, 515-232-
8222, or fax 515-232-8228, or e-mail:

Jeff@iowaturfgrass.org.

Mid-Atlantic Athletic Field Managers Organization
(MAFMO Chapter STMA): For information on the
MAFMO Chapter, or pending activities, call the Hotline
at 410-290-5652.

Michigan Sports Turf Managers Association
(MiSTMA): For information on the Chapter or pending
events, contact MiSTMA Headquarters at 517-712-3407,
or email Amy Fouty, University of Michigan, at
fouty@umich.edu, or go to www.mistma.org to visit the
chapter’s new website.

Nebraska Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the Nebraska Chapter, or upcoming
events, call Loren Humphrey at: 402-461-2324 or email
to Thumphrey@ecityofhastings.org.

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey:
The New Jersey Chapter will again partner with the New
Jersey Turfgrass Expo to present a special sports turf spe-
cific educational track. The Expo will be held December
10-12, 2002, at the Trump Taj Mahal Resort & Casino in
Atlantic City.

For information on the New Jersey Chapter, or
upcoming events, call Fred Castenschiold at 908-722-
9830 or email to mke@blast.net; or call Eleanora Murfitt,

at 908-236-9118; e-mail to HO@sfmanj.org.

Pacific Northwest Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on the chapter or
upcoming events, contact in Washington, Jay
Warnick at JayW@Seahawks.com or in Oregon,
Mike Wagner at
MWagner@Oregon.UOregon.edu.

North Texas Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on the North Texas
Chapter, or pending activities, contact Greg
Zimmerman at 214-957-5491 or bef-
irrigation@att.net or Rene Asprion at 972-647-
3393, or visit the website at www.ntstma.org.

South Texas Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the South Texas Chapter, or upcoming
events, call Craig Potts, Texas A & M University, at tel.
979-455-8841, or e-mail: CPotts@athletics.tamu.edu.

Wisconsin Sports Turf Managers Association: For
more information on the Wisconsin Chapter, or other
pending events, call Richard Miller at 608-756-1150.

Chapters on the Grow

Kentucky: The forming Chapter will participate in
the sports turf track of the Kentucky Turfgrass Council’s
Annual Conference and Trade Show. This event will be
held November 4-7 at the Bowling Green Convention
Center and University Plaza Hotel in Bowling Green.

For information on the chapter forming in Kentucky,
contact Tom Nielsen at TNielsen@batsbaseball.com or
Aaron Boggs at AVBoggs@netscape.net.

Las Vegas: For information on the chapter develop-
ing in Las Vegas, contact Rod Smith, Grounds
Manager/Cashman Center at e-mail: rms@lveva.com or
at tel. 702-386-7140.

New York: For information on the chapter forming
in Central New York, contact Kevin Meredith, National
Soccer Hall of Fame, at e-mail: Kevin@wpe.com or at

tel. 607-432-2953. ST
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BTC-300 Bannerman
Turf Comb

Excessive strain by players and maintenance vehi-
cles leads to compaction of the turfgrass. In con-
junction with matting, this prevents the natural
exchange of gases and water penetration.

Combing of the turfgrass then becomes essential.
The Turf Comb can also be used to work in top-
dressing material into the roots after aeration.

Toll Free coN 1-800-325-4871

USA 1-800-665-2696
www.sportsturfmagic.com

BanNerman

Weather Beater-

Athletic Field Covers by
Colorado Lining International

It's a name you've trusted since 1978. Now
Colorado Lining adds WeatherBeater® to its
family, giving you the same outstanding
quality & service that earned
WeatherBeaterw its reputation. It's the
insurance you heed to cover any field:
baseball, football, soccer.

Full Field, Mound/Home Plate Covers,
Batting Practice, Sideline, Crown
Covers, Turf Blankets, Windscreen

877-448-2777 888-546-4641

Circle 125 on card or www.OneRS.net/210sp-125

Circle 126 on card or www.OneRS.net/210sp-126

Water-Reels® for
Sports Turf Irrigation

Kifco has introduced a line of Turbine Drive Water-Reels® to
complement the popular line of Bellows Drive machines.
These self-traveling sprinklers are ideal portable irrigation
systems for all types of turf grass. Machines are available
for both large and small areas. Water-Reels® are compact,
easy to use, operate unattended and shut down automati-
cally. Kifco has specialized in traveling irrigators for more
than 35 years.

%ﬂ@@m

P.0. Box 290, Havana, IL 62644
Ph: 309-543-4425. Fax: 309-543-4945.
Web Site: www.kifco.com

Circle 127 on card or www.OneRS.net/210sp-127

STRIP, MULCH and LOAD up to
3 ACRES of SOD PER DAY with the

KORO FIELD
TOPMAKER

Strip and remove a layer of turf
from a half-inch to 2 inches deep,
making the resodding of tees,
greens, fairways and sports fields
quicker and more efficient.
The Field TopMaker is available in
two models.

Call Toll Free
866-KOROUSA (567-6872)
or www.korosystems.com

Color and Performance. Pro League® Red.

Circle 128 on card or www.OneRS.net/210sp-128

Finally! An infield conditioner
that gives you brick red color
without the brick.

With TURFACE Pro League Red you get
the rich red color you want plus the infield

conditioner you nem

is the only patented infield conditioner that

provides superior rainout protection and
delivers the ultimate playing surface.

TURFACE
;w.dmw‘ Red

Call us at 1-800-207-6457 or visit our
website at www.turface.com

Circle 129 on card or www.OneRS.net/210sp-1289

WaterWick's patented gravel-vein injection system
creates a permanent answer to chronic wet turf
problems. So the game goes on without delay.

= Improves drainage and aeration

* Fundamentally non-invasive. Treated
turf is immediately ready for play

* Proven in golf course, sports turf
and landscape applications

Low-compaction WaterWick unit is ideal for golf
greens and other fine turf. Or choose our
innovative 3-point hitch system for your tractor
— it injects WaterWick drainage, trenches, pulls
pipe, lays wire and more.

WaterWick
AVAI 74

Don’t let wet turf bog you down. Contact WaterWick.

888-287-1644 » www.waterwick.com
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME.
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Classifieds

Hummer
SALES/MARKETING POSITION AVAILABLE:
Hummer Sports Surfaces, LLC, a 33-year-old
southeastern Pennsylvania-based company and
one of the main players in the synthetic and natur-
al grass sports turf business in the U.S., seeks a
person for a sales and marketing position for its
SofsportTM synthetic turf product. Applicant must
have 2-5 years experience in sales in the sports
field construction industry. Applicant must be
organized, highly motivated, disciplined and pro-
fessional, as well as a good communicator.
Territory would cover the eastern U.S. Travel
required for site visits, trade shows, etc.
Reasonable relocation expenses reimbursed.
Benefits include: company vehicle, expense
account, bonus program, health insurance, vaca-
tion, and participation in 401K. Salary negotiable
and commensurate with experience.

Applicant should send resume with 3 references to
Colleen Hummer
1024 Laureldale Court, Lititz, PA 17543
fax information to 717-560-6318
or e-mail information to colleen@usaturf.com.
Questions regarding this position can be directed
to Colleen Hummer at the listed e-mail address.

Advertising
Sales Staff

CT, DC, DE, IN, MA, ME, MI, NH, NJ, NY,
OH, PA, RI, VT, ON, OB, NB, NS, Europe
Paul Garris
35 Greenbriar,

Aurora, OH 44202
(330) 562-2512,

(330) 562-3512 (fax)
pgarris@mail.aip.com

AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NM,
NV, OR, UT, WA, WY, Western Canada
John Bolduc
P.0. Box 12357
Orange, CA 92859
(714) 538-4730,

(714) 538-4785 (fax)
jbolduc@mail.aip.com

AL, AR, FL, GA, KY, LA, MD, MS,
NC, 0K, SC, TN, TX, VA, WV
Deanna Morgan
2095 Exeter Road, #80-336
Germantown, TN 38138
(901) 759-1241,

(901) 624-0333 (fax)
dmorgan@mail.aip.com

1A, IL, KS, MN, MO, NE, ND, SD, Wi
Colleen Murphy
Millennium Marketing Group, Ltd.
2028 N. Stanton Ct.,
Arlington Heights, IL 60004
(847) 590-1162,
(847) 590-1163 (fax)
cmmurphy@earthlink.net

For classified advertising rate information, contact Liz Dasch at 610-367-6984.

Hummer

SOD FARM MGT. POSITION AVAILABLE:

General manager sought for Southeastern
Pennsylvania wholesale sod operation. Applicant
must have minimum of 10 yrs experience between
education & work experience in turfgrass produc-
tion, and be capable of assuming responsibility for
business operations, accounting, sales marketing,
and personnel. Farm consists of 500 acres within
approx. 75 mile radius of market, 50% irrigated, in-
house delivery fleet, no installation responsibilities.

Salary: $50,000+, negotiable, commensurate with
experience; health and retirement benefits; bonus

program; temporary or permanent family housing

available; will pay reasonable expenses to relocate.

Applicant should send resume with 3 references to
Colleen Hummer,
1024 Laureldale Court, Lititz, PA 17543
fax information to 717-560-6318
or e-mail information to colleen@usaturf.com.
Questions regarding this position can be directed
to Colleen Hummer at the listed e-mail address.

Note: This is a unique position; owner wishes to retire
soon and/or take other positions in the parent company.

» i
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Advertisers’ Index

Company Page # R.S.#
ATI Corp. 36 123
Bannerman 5 101
Bannerman 44 125
Becker Underwood 31 119
Broyhill 27 115
Colorado Lining 44 126
Covermaster 25 114
Cygnet Turf 29 117
First Products 28 116
Flowtronex PSI 22 111
Glenn Rehnein Excavating 19 106 (regional)
ITT/Goulds Pumps 21 110
Kifco 44 127
KORO bdy 128
Ohio Turfgrass Foundation 32 120
0il Dri/Pro’s Choice 41 124
Partac/Beam Clay 46 132
Profile Products 44 129
Redexim Charterhouse 30 118
Shindaiwa 13 103
SISIS Equipment 18 105
Sports Turf Co. 20 109
Sports Turf Managers Ass'n (STMA) 23 112
Sports Turf Managers Assn (STMA) Cover 3 112
Stabilizer Solutions 24 113
Strathayr Turf Systems 19 107 (regional)
TifSport Growers Association 17 104
Turf Specialties 45 131
Turfco Mfg. 33 121
Turfgrass America 7 102
Turfgrass America 19 108 (regional)
Varicore Technologies Back Cover 133
Water Wick 44 130
West Coast Turf Cover 2 100
World Class Athletic Surfaces 35 122

VERTI-DRAINS AND MORE

Nation’s #1 Distributor has trade-in’s for
greens, tees, fairways & sportsfields.

305.200 VD 80" WMW 0-16" DPTH $6000
305.200H vD 80" W/W 0-16" DPTH $5000
305.250H vD 98" W/W 0-16" DPTH $7495
1070 J.D. 38hp 4wd  T/Tires $10,800
Level Spike 60" 107 DPTH $3000
Multi Spike 48" 10" DPTH $2700

Commercial Turf & Tractor 800-748-7497
www.commercialturfandtractor.com

FOR REPRINTS

> please contact,

:'Jnn;-gjb Strossner at

(847)885-3429
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YOUR “ONE-STOP SOURCE”
FOR AMERICA’S LEADING
BASEBALL SURFACES & SUPPLIES

THE PROFESSIONAL'S CHOICE
... SINCE 1922

USED BY OVER 100 PRO TEAMS,
OVER 600 COLLEGES, PLUS THOUSANDS
OF TOWNS & SCHOOLS WORLDWIDE.
SPECIAL MIXES FOR INFIELDS,
PITCHER’S MOUNDS & HOME PLATE AREAS.
REGIONAL INFIELD MIXES
AND RED WARNING TRACKS
FOR EVERY STATE & CLIMATE!

PLUS INFIELD CONDITIONERS
TO IMPROVE EXISTING INFIELDS:

IF TOO HARD AND POORLY DRAINING!

Pro’s Chrite

THE REDDER, LESS DUSTY, MORE UNIFORM
INFIELD CONDITIONER & DRYING AGENT
“RED” OR “GREY” FOR INFIELDS
“GREEN" FOR TURF
FOR CONSISTENT INFIELD CUSHION
IN WET OR DRY WEATHER!

IF TOO SOFT & DUSTY!
STABILIZER®
FOR FIRM, YET RESILIENT, PLAYING SURFACES
TO QUICKLY DRY INFIELDS!

The Original & Most Absorbent is Now

NEW & IMPROVED GRANULAR

DIAMOND=-DRY.

N/,

WHAT!
We Came 100 Miles
And You STILL Don't Use

\‘1
OVER 200 OTHER INFIELD PRODUCTS!

Now in 6 Colors!

FENCE(

Protective Safety Covers
for Chain Link Fence

WALL PADDING » WINDSCREEN = RAIL PADDING
TAMPERS * DRAG MATS « RAKES
HOLLYWOOD™ BASES * FIELD MARKING MACHINES
BATTING PRACTICE COVERS » RAIN COVERS
PERMA-MOUND™ PADS « MOUND BRICKS
SAFE “T” MATT'™ BATTER'S BOX PADS
TYPAR™ & TERRA-BOND"™ GEOTEXTILES
ON-DECK CIRCLES WITH TEAM LOGOS
PERMANENT FOUL LINES & MUCH MORE!

DISTRIBUTION CENTERS NATIONWIDE!
800-247-BEAM

908-637-4191 / FAx 908-637-8421

PARTAC PEAT CORPORATION
KELSEY PARK, GREAT MEADOWS, NJ 07838

“The best infield mix I’'ve ever used.”
— GEORGE TOMA

Circle 132 on card or www.OneRS.net/210sp-132
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By Dr. Dave MiInnEr, PH.D.,
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, Towa STATE UNIVERSITY

Soil prep and rolling:
listen to honest Abe

We wanted to know what your opinion is on rolling
athletic fields before sodding to help achieve a level play-
ing surface? We primarily work with native soils, but also
install sand-based fields. Our main concern is too much
compaction before sodding when preparing the surface for
native soil fields.

Landtek Group

Long Island, NY

ut me on a field or a construction job with any

type of roller and it is a very easy call for me to

assess the situation, observe the roller, and then
decide if we should continue rolling under those condi-
tions. Ask me to give advice without seeing the situation
and my fingers freeze up.

But you did specifically ask about rolling native soil
(assuming something with at least 60% silt+clay by
weight) just before sodding. It sounds like you have
been on construction jobs where the graded field just
didn't look smooth enough to meet your approval and
you are wondering if the roller could help or hurt the
situation. Hold that picture in your mind; we’ll be back
after a brief lecture on rolling vs. grading.

Rolling is not a substitute for, or means of overcom-
ing, poor grading. In other words you can’t smash the
ground with a roller to change the contour or cause
higher areas to be filled into low areas. That work needs
to be done by laser grading and there are excellent tools
and contractors that are readily available. I won't tell
you that I never roll bare soils because I can think of
several situations where [ have tried rolling just to see if
| can make the situation better.

Rolling can be used to compact soft spots where the
grader has smoothed loose dirt into a low spot. Even
though a roller can be used for this we generally find
that the vehicle tires and box blade on the laser grader
are the best means of firming up the surface.
Sometimes the roller is used in conjunction with the
laser grader if we have a lot of soft spots. If we get lucky
(not too wet and not too (]r)'} the soil works just pf;rfcct—
ly and after laser grading there is about a 1/4-inch of
crumbly soil on top of a firm base.

Walking or driving on the surface with sod-laying
equipment should only leave shallow tracks that are eas-
ily raked smooth with a landscape rake, drag, or ball
field bunker rake. Here is where you should have a con-
cern with rolling or grading before sodding. If the sur-
face is left too hard then seed or new roots from sod will
not develop because of surface compaction. Rolling
when the soil is too wet will smash the c|a}' pelrtick‘.\
together and cause a glazing of the surface; when dry
the surface is crusty and seed sits on top of the surface
rather than nestled down and slightly buried into the
soil. Seed on top of the soil seldom germinates.

r]..]lc BI]]-]FEIL'(_‘ .\I]Ul'll(.] 1){.’ I)rf_’pilrt'(.l lIIL' sdme {0[ SCL\LI'
ing or sodding. Grading equipment can sometimes
leave the soil surface very hard, especially where the
cutting bar has planed a high spot. When rolling, grad-
ing, or equipment traffic causes a hard surface it must
be scarified to loosen the hard surface before seeding or
sodding. Working the soil when it is too wet usually
causes hard and glazed surface conditions.

[ always ask honest Abe Lincoln if my surface is
ready for planting turfgrass. Stick a penny in the ground
right side up or upside down. The loose soil should be
somewhere in Lincoln’s ear if you are listening to his
advice. If your budget won't allow for the penny method
then .simpij.' walk over the area to inspc(‘t the seed or
sod bed. Areas that do not leave any footprints are prob-
ably too hard and need to be scarified. On the other
hand, foot prints deeper than a halfinch indicates that
the seed could be buried too deep or the ground may
settle causing a low spot.

Just 2 weeks ago [ had a local sports field builder
laser grade a new native soil area at our turfgrass
research facility. The soil conditions were just perfect
for working the ground, slightly drier than moist, no soil
stuck to the equipment, and there was just a hint of dust
as the soil moved across the box blade. They had started
by putting the teeth down on the box blade to loosen up
the surface. Two hours later the 0.5% grade was perfect
and the filled areas had been firmed by the process of
laser grading and tire packing.

We probably could have seeded at that point but
Mr. Lincoln would have been upset with about 15% of
the area that was left too hard from the cutting of the
grader bar. We wanted to get done that day, but we were
just not happy with the hard areas, so the next morning
we quickly built a nail drag and scratched up the entire
surface and followed that with our screen drag. Now the
surface was perfect, loose in the top 1/4-inch and firm.

So to answer your question on rolling before sod-
ding I would say that rolling before sodding on a
crumbly dry soil will probably not cause much com-
paction and could help firm up a surface that is too soft.
Rolling that compacts moist soil will require some type
of scarification before sodding. Aside from rolling, one
of may favorite ways to firm up a surface and get all of
the soft spots to settle is to give a light irrigation just
until puddles begin to form. Each piece of ground
works a little different depending on the moisture and
soil type. It may take several eycles of grading, dragging,
scarifying, and water settling to get the surface just right.

There is one thing for sure; patience is needed
since conditions are not always right to work the soil.
Rolling can be a helpful tool in the process of preparing
ground, but it is not a substitute for proper grading or a
means to flatten wet soils as final preparation for sod-

ding. ST
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STMA 14th ANNUAL
CONFERENCE & EXHIBITION
January 15-19, 2003 - San Antonio, Texas

STMA 2003: Big as the Heart of Texas

Colossal Educational Sessions - Group Sessions and Four Choices in Each Concurrent Session
Your Choice of Workshops - One of 10 in the morning - One of 10 in the afternoon
Interactive Round-Table Discussions

Check out the vast product selection at the Trade Show & Exhibition
Share an evening reception with exhibitors in the exhibit hall
followed by a second opportunity to view exhibits and connect with suppliers the next day

Sensational Welcome Reception and Massive Networking Opportunities
Super Pre-Banquet Reception, Banquet and Annual Awards Program
"Live' Auction, Silent Auction and Raffle of valuable sports memorabilia

Optional Events - Something for Everyone!

Wednesday Seminar on Wheels to regional sports venues
Wednesday Workshop conducted by MLB Sports Turf Managers
Wednesday SAFE/Textron Golf Tournament

Wednesday Late Afternoon “Networking” Symposium

Sunday Seminar on Wheels to San Antonio area sports venues
Sunday Wheels Tour to San Antonio attractions

AND MORE...
WANT TO KNOW MORE? Call STMA Headquarters at 800/323-3875 u.lf‘ RN
or check out our website: www.sportsturfmanager.com Managers Association

Circle 112 on card or www.OneRS.net/210sp-112



