
mounds la t year in his market area-all at no co t. The work wa done to help build
relationships and educate end users about new materials, equipment, and te hniques.
A the groundskeeping profession evolve, it is knowledgeable pros like Butter, with
their solid baseball backgrounds, who lead the wa . ST

Chris "Butter" Ball, 25, is a graduate of the Univer ity of orth Carolina, Greensboro
and a member of the Eastern orth Carolina Turfgrass Association. He i currently
involved in forming a new STMA chaptet, known as the Piedmont Chapter in Central
and Western orth Carolina.

Mel Lanford, a 3D-year veteran of the groundskeeping industry, is the creator and host
of the Ace of Diamonds Tour, sponsored in part by Diamond Pro Profes ional
Croundskeeping Products, a division ofTXl. Mel travel across the United tate year-
round presenting hands-on seminars, demonstrating the proper infield and sports turf
maintenance materials, equipment and techniques to athletic field manager. For more
information, vi it WVl w.diamondpro.com or call 00-22 -2987.

Father and son volunteer at Elm St. Park.

http://www.sportsturfmanager.com • STMA

The Broyhill Highlander SPOR gi e you fast
comfortable performance plu ultimate er atility.
Mid- and rear-hydrauliclifts accept ballfield fini her piker/roller pra rs
vac , line marker and more. Operators enjo th ergonomic de ign e
reach wraparound cargo box, and 16-hp 3-wh el zero-tum dri e.

Fastliner line-marking system ( hown on the Highlander POR ) i id al
for ballfield and parking lots. on-clog ternpain enl at up to 1 mph.

Fastliner paint concentrate creat rain-r i tant brilliant hit line e n
on poor urface . Paint tay u p nded up to 14 day in the R tliner tern.

For product details or
dealer information:
1-800-228-1003
www.broyhill.com
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Clippings

Rain Bird website offers answers
Rain Bird Corporation has launched its

enhanced website (www.rainbird.com) enabling

user-friendly online access to quality solutions for all

types of irrigation applications, says the company.

The site provides immediate access to detailed

product specifications, replacement parts, and

instruction manuals. In addition, visitors will have

access to troubleshooting guides, tips on efficient

irrigation, a dealer locator, an online store, a custom

design service, and answers to the most frequently

asked questions regarding irrigation.

"The site is now more comprehensive and easier

to use than most printed materials," says Art

Ludwick, vice president of Rain Bird. "We expect

that it w ill be a great resource for professionals seeking

helpful tips and solutions about irrigation products or

installation issues. We want to assist our customers with

0 M.

. : „ '.M. ,«*.•-«

issues that can apply to any landscaping or agricultural
project, from backyards to farms to golf courses to sports
arenas and public parks."

LA Clippers
and AT&T donate
Sport Court
game court to
help kids

According to a r epo r t f rom t h e Secretary ot I lea l th
and Human Services and the Secretary of Education,
adolescents are more likely to be active it they have con-

venient access to play spaces and sports equipment

I lowevcr, there are children in the Los Angeles area that

Chipco launches
online product
training

The Chipco
Professional
Products group ot

Aventis E.S. has

launched Chipco

Academy, a tree

online product
training program for

turtgrass profession-
als. End-user train-

ing on fungicide, herbicide, insecticide, and PGR use is

available at www.aventischipco.com.

Each Academj training program consists ot informa-
tion on target pests, product chemistries, benefits, and

application procedures. After reviewing the into present-
ed, participants can take an online quiz, then it they
complete it successfully, they receive a certificate and a

gift from Chipco.

have no convenient and safe place to play. That is why
Sport Court, Inc. and Sport Court of Los Angeles are
supplying tour full size courts for AT& T Wireless
P.],. W Sate program.

The Los Angeles Clippers P.L.A.Y. I Playgrounds for
I ,oc al Active Youth), sponsored by AT&T Wireless,
strives to build safe playgrounds and help refurbish bas-
ketball courts and hold clinics for children in the Los
Angeles area. Each court will be made of the Sport
Court Sport Deck IV (SDIV) Hies.

"We are really excited to be a part of this event," says

Dale I lendrickson ot Sport Court of Southern California.

"Sports can be very beneficial for the kids in these areas.

\ n t only does it give them a health} alternative to trouble,

but bv playing sports kids build self-esteem and team play,

to be a part of this is like helping build those kid's futures."

Rutgers, Japan Tobacco
want improved turfgrass

An agreement between Rutgers University and

japan Tobacco will enable Rutgers to develop and com-

mercialize improved turfgrass varieties by using a pio-

neering plant transformation technology, announced

Dr. William Meyer, head of the turfgrass breeding pro-

gram at Rutgers.

The new technology was developed by Japan

Tobacco and modified for use in turfgrass by Dr.

Barbara Zilinskas, a plant scientist at the Center for

Turfgrass Science and the Biotechnology Center for

Agriculture and the Environment at Rutgers. The

agreement will also enable the university to sublicense

the japan Tobacco technology, and Rutgers improve-

ments, to research-oriented companies, for use in devel-

oping improved transgenic turfgrass varieties. These

companies have access to proprietary genes and will use

this technology to develop new varieties, which they

then will market.

"Long term, we believe that transformation technol-
ogy will enable us to solve some unsolved pest and dis-

ease problems," said Meyer.
The Japan Tobacco transformation technology

known as Purelntro employs plasmids derived from

Agrobacterium tumefaciens, a bacterium that has the

unique ability to insert a portion of its DNA into the

cells of plants. For years, scientists thought that this

bacterium could transform only dicots, a category of

plants that includes soybeans, cotton and tobacco, but

not monocots, a category that includes corn, rice or

grasses. I low ever, Japan Tobacco scientists found a

way to employ Agrobacterium in monocots. A Rutgers

team led by Dr. Zilinskas has successfully applied

Purelntro to turfgrasses.
The ('enter for Turfgrass Science at Rutgers is a

leading developer of turfgrass in the United States and is

headed bv Dr. Bruce Clarke, director, and Meyer.

Glenmac Inc, Jamestown, ND, has purchased assets and marketing rights to the Cherrington
Corp. line of beach and surface cleaning equipment, and will market the line under its affili-
ate corporation, Harley Enterprises, Inc. For information call 800-437-9779.
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STMA in Action

Chapter regional conference

calls spark idea flow
The leaders of STMA's 23 affiliated Chapters and of main of the groups in the

process of forming Chapters joined together to share ideas between March 26

and April 2. Abby McNeal, CSFM, Chair of the Chapter Relations

Committee, and Dave Rulli, STMA Board Member Liaison to this

Committee, have developed a nationwide network, grouping the

Chapters within six regions, with a Regional Contact estab-

lished for each region.

Regional Contacts are: Dan Douglas, Region 1; Boyd

Montgomery, CSFM, Region 2; Connie Rudolph, CSFM,

Region 3; Bill Marbet, Region 4; Tom McAfee, Region 5; and

Bill Murphy, Region 6. Suz Trusty serves as the STMA

I leadquarters Chapter Contact.

The Chapters and forming Chapters within each Region

meet in the spring and again in the fall by Conference Call

with the Regional Contact, Abby, Dave, and Suz. This provides a

forum for discussion of problems and a sharing of information and

ideas. It's the second year for these Conference Calls. They were

developed as a means of continuing the interaction between Chapters

developed in the annual Chapter Officers Training and Idea Exchange

Session (COTS) held in conjunction with the ST\l \ \nnual

Conference in January each year.

Both the COTS gathering and the Regional Conference Calls are

funded by the generous support of STMA Chapter Sponsors: Cold Level,

John Deere; and Silver Level, Alpine Services, lnc; I lunter Industries,

Stabilizer Solutions, and Syngenta.

Chapter leaders discuss ideas for trade shows, vendor field day

exhibits, and equipment demonstrations; programs tor seminars, field days

and seminars on wheels; methods for developing better newsletters and web-

sites; organizational ideas; and many other topics that fit the needs ot those

involved. It's a networking bonanza!

During these spring calls, Abby and Dave also reported on the Chapter-related seg-

ments of the STMA Strategic Plan, including the progress made to

date, and the initiatives to be undertaken in the future.

For example, one initiative from 2001, the SI \ l \

Speakers Bureau, has moved from an idea to a reality.

Those interested in serving as a speaker at the Chapter,

Regional and/or National levels are invited to till out

the form as posted on the STMA Website, or contact

STMA I leadquarters tor a printed copy ot the form.

The information gathered will be compiled tor use in

program planning by Chapters, State and Regional

Turfgrass Program Committees, other groups seeking

sports turf related speakers, and the S I M \

Headquarters.

STMA Chapters are definitely in Action! )ust check

out the events listed below, or tor even more detail, go to

the STMA Website: www.sportsturfmanager.eoni. On the

website, you'll find a master listing for Chapters, along with

links to each chapter's SI MA WebPages and, where Chapters

have their own Websites, links to those as well.

STMA members report that the networking component of their

participation in their Chapter and in the National (International)

organization is one ot the greatest resources they have. It's the best

forum tor sharing information, tracking down answers to trickv ques-

tions, solving difficult problems, and hundreds of other areas ot su|>-

port. Working together, sports turf managers are raising the level ot pro-

fessionalism throughout the industry, always striving to provide the best

sports surfaces tor all levels of play.

Tennessee Valley Sports Turf Managers Association

(TVSTMA): TVSTMA will hold an event on May 23 at

the Franklin Road Academy in Nashville. Other upcom-

ing TVSTMA Events are as follows: June 12: All Day

Vendor Show in Jasper, I N ; |une 25: joint meeting with

Tennessee Turfgrass Association at the University ot

Tennessee in Knoxville; and July IS: Bellevue Baptist

Church in Memphis, T V

For information on the TVSTMA Chapter, or

upcoming events, call Bill Marbet, Southern Athletic

Fields, Inc., at 931-380-0023 or 800-837-8062.

MO-KAN Sports Turf Managers Association: I he

MO-kan Chapter will hold a Summer Turf

Management Field Day from 8:00 AM to 2:00 I'M on

(tine \<-) at a Blue Yallcv School District location to be

announced. This event will locus on all aspects of

Bermudagrass establishment and maintenance on sand

STMA Chapter News

base and native soil tields and will contain a laser grad-

ing session which will include the mathematics of dual

slope laser grading, laser grader setup and the opportuni-

ty for you to operate a grader blade with laser controls.

For information on the MO-k \N SI \ l \ Chapter, or

upcoming events, call [odyGill at c)l -5-2^^-4121; Gary

Custis at 816-4606215, or Mike Green at 913-208-6158.

Minnesota Chapter STMA: The Minnesota

Chapter is planning a spring workshop for May 14 at

Bethel College and Seminary. More details will be

announced soon.

For information on the Minnesota Chapter, or

upcoming events, contact Jeff I l int/. Bethel College &

Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota at tel. 651-638-6075 ore-

mail: j-hint/(" bethel.edu.

Florida Chapter //L The Florida Chapter will hold

a Sports Equipment Field Day and Demonstration at

Parkland on May 14. The educational focus is on pre-

ventive maintenance for irrigation systems and equip-

ment.

For information on the Florida Chapter, or pending

activities, call John Mascara at 954*341-311 5.

Sports Turf Managers Association of Arizona: The

Arizona Chapter will meet on May 16 at the Tucson

Parks and Recreation Ili-Corbctt Field for morning edu-

cation,il sessions and a tour. The afternoon session will

include a tour of the Karsten Turf Facility. The Chapter's

Second Annual Golf Tournament will be held on June 7

at Sanctuary Colt Course at Westworld. For tournament

information, contact Scott Yakel at C>()2-̂  1 v(n00 or

Brian Johnson at 4S0-%v^S90. The Turf in the Pines

educational seminar will take place on June 14. Contact

Felip Garcia at 928-774-2868.
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STMA Chapter News

For information on the chapter, or upcoming
event contact Bill Iurphy at e-mail:
bmurphy@ci. cott dale.az.u or tel. 4 0-312-7956.

Keystone thletic Field anager Organization
(KAF 0/ T ): Beacon Ballfield, in association
with the Key tone thletic Field Managers
Organization ( FMO), i conducting two field
maintenance erninar in Penn ylvania. The fir twill
be held on Tue day, ay 21, at Delaware alley
College in Doyle town. The second i cheduled for
June 5 at ranberrv High chool in eneca. Both
eminar will feature former Baltimore Oriole head

groundskeeper, Paul Zwa ka, who is nov general
manager for Beacon. Topic in the seminar are
de igned to educate ground keeper, coaches,
and facility manager with the ernpha is placed
on field maintenance material, equipment,
and maintenance practice. The day-long semi-
nar consi t of a morning cIa room es ion fol-
lowed by an early afternoon on-field cion.

For more information on the e erninars call
Beacon Ballfield at 00- 4 -59 5. For informa-
tion on thc F 0/ T Chapter or other
upcoming event , contact Dan Dougla , Reading
Phillie Ba eball Club at tel. 610-3 5- 469, ext.
212; or e-mail to-kafmoccaol.corn.

Ohio port Turf anager ssociation
(0 T ): The 0 T 1 chapter will hold a pring
work hop in the Cleveland area with Baldwin
\ allace ollcge and the kron eros on 1 lay 22.

heck the web ite for more detail and a regi tration
form.

The OST t1 will ho t a ummcr workshop with
the Toledo Iud hens on June 26 at thc brand new
513rd Field in downtown Toledo. Educational c ions
will be conducted by Jeff Limburg, head ports field
manager, and the 0, T~ \. The ML 1'\1 hapter
al 0 has been invited to participate. Ticket will be
available so attendee.' can catch the ballgamc following
the workshop.

For information on the OST 1,\ Chapter, or
upcoming events, call 0, T\1 r lcadquartcrs at 40-
452-4541 or Boyd \Iontgomery at 4 19- 5-19 2; or visit
the chapter' website at \\'\\\\.glstma.org.

Iowa port Turf anager S ociation: 'I 'he Iowa
Chapter will hold a Softball Workshop at the
Burlington R gional Rec PIc:\. on \lay 22. e\V
Construction and Renovation \Vorbhop is cheduled
for June 25 at Crinnell College.

For information on the Iowa Chapter, or upcoming
activitie , contact Lori \Ve trum of The Turf Office at
tel. 515-232- '222, or fa:\. 515-232- 22 ,or e-mail:
Lori<Fiiowaturfgra s.org.

idwe t hapter T : The lid\\ est 'hapter
will hold a "Back to Ba ies" Ba eball/ 'oftball
~laintenance Clinic in arl} June. Thi' will include a
hand -on \\'orkhop coverinG mound construction,
infield maintenance turf care, water remO\'al tech-
nique , and equipment demon tration. The location
and date will be announc d soon. The Chapter 'lour
on \Vheel· will bc held in late AUgllSt.

For information on the lidwest Chapter, or pend-
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ing activities, visit the Chapter's website,
http:mcstma.org/, or call Libby Baker at 847-263-7603 or
email Bake60ft6in@aol.com.

Colorado Sports Turf Managers Association: The
Colorado Chapter is planning a Baseball/Softball

erninar at the City of Westminster on June 5. Also in
the planning stage i a Summer Workshop covering soc-
cer/football/ba eball/softball maintenance. This event
will be held at the City of Aurora.

For information on the Colorado Chapter, or
upcoming activities, isit the Chapter's website,
www.CSTMA.org, or call the CSTMA Chapter Hotline
at 303-346-8954.

ichigan Sports Turf Managers Association
( iT): The ichigan Chapter's annual meeting will
be held June 20 at Okemos High School. MISTMA also
will join the Ohio Chapter for a ummer workshop with
the Toledo udhens on June 26 at the brand new 5/3rd
Field in downtown Tolcd . The M UIMTFlMiSTMA
field dav will be ho ted by the MTF at Michigan State
University on ugust 13. This event will team sport turf
managers and bu ine s manager with a foeu on the bu i-
nes end of maintaining sport fields.

For information on the Chapter or pcnding
events, email m).Fouty.Universitofichigan.at
fouty0umich.edu, or go to v \ w.mi tma.org to visit
the chapter's new website.

outhern California Chapter: For information on
the '0 ithcrn California hapter, or pcncling activities,
call Ron Kirkpatrick at 5 -453-1755.

orthern Cal ifomia hapter of the port Turf
anagers ssociation: For information on the or-Cal
hapter, or pending events call Janct Gift at 530- 5 -

4200.

The reater LA Ba in Chapter of the ports Turf
anager ssociation: For information on the Chapter

or peneling events, call Steve Dugas, 'alifornia, tate
ni\'er ity-Fullerton, at 14-2 -3929 or email

sdugas@fullerton.celu.

Gate\ a hapter port Turf anager
o iation: For information on the c,ateway Chapter,

or upcoming evcnts, call \1ike Kronc, Ii ouri Baptist
allege 314-192-232 or cmail krone a mobap. elu.

Indiana hapter: For information on the lndiana

Chapter, or pending activities, call Terry Updike, B & B
Fertilizer, at 219-356-8424.

ebraska Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the Nebraska Chapter, or upcoming
events, call Gregg Bostelman, City of Grand Island, at
308-385-5426.

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey:
For information on the ew Jersey Chapter, or upcom-
ing events, call Fred Castenschiolel at 908-722-9830; or
call Eleanora Murfitt, at 908-236-9118; e-mail to
SFMA JCHAPTER@ netscape.net.

Mid-Atlantic Athletic Field Managers
Organization (MAFMO Chapter STMA): For
information on the MAFMO Chapter, or pend-
ing activities, call the Hotline at 410-290-5652.

orth Texas Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on the orth Texas
Chapter, or pending activities, contact Scott
Piech a at 817-831-4505 or sspiecha@aol.com or
Rene Asprion at 972-647-3393, or visit the web-
site at www.ntstma.org.

South Texas Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on the South Texas
Chapter, or upcoming events, call Craig Potts,

Texas A & M University, at tel. 979-458-8841, or e-mail:
CPott @athletics.tamu.edu.

Virginia Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the Virginia Chapter, or upcoming
events, contact: Chapter Vice Pre ident, Randy
Buchanan, County of Ilenrico Recreation and Parks, via
e-mail: buc06co.henrico.va.u or at tel. 804-261-8213.

Wisconsin Sports Turf Managers Association: For
more information on the Wisconsin hapter, or other
pending events, call Richard Miller at 608-756-1150.

Chapters on the Grow

Pacific orthwest: For informatiou on the chapter
forming in the Washington/Oregon area, contact in
Washington, Jay Warnick at 425-893-5130 or
JayW@Seahawk .corn or in Oregon, ike Wagner at
541-346-5436 or MWagner@lOregon.UOregon.edu.

Georgia: For information, contact I ,ori Turck at 770-
928-1580 or g,lstma0 earthlink.neL.

Kentucky: For information, contact 'J()m iel. en
at T iels n a batsba eball.com or aron Boggs at

Boggs@ net cape.nel.

Las egas: For information on thc chapt 'r de elop-
ing in Las egas, contact Rod Smith, C,rouncl

Ianager/Ca. hman Center at e-mail: nns (l)lvcva.com or
at tel. 702-3 6-7140.

ew York: For information on the chapter fonninu

in Central cw York, contact Kevin Meredith, ational
,'oecer 1 Ja1l of Klme, at c-mail: Kevin<?i\' pc.com or at
tel. 607-432-2953. ST
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CHAIN LINK
FENCE GUARDS

Fence Guard' protective covers for chain link fencing from
Partac Peat Corp. are now available in six colors-safety
yellow, dark green, red, white, blue, and orange-as well
as two grades-premium and standard. These UV-resistant,
polyethylene covers protect players from injuries and pro-

vide a distinctive look to your fencing.
Fence Guard comes in cartons of ten 8-ft. sections with

fifty 8-in. UV-resistant ties for securing every 2 feet to fence. A
5-year manufacturer's limited warranty is offered.

For safety and uniform appearance, you should remove

crowns from the tops of fence posts so that the entire fence
top is covered; ends can be butted or overlapped, and the

product is easy to cut, says the manufacturer.
Bottom Guard", which serves the same safety and

appearance purpose, also reduces erosion and eases weed

cutting.

PARTAC®/BEAM CLAY®

Circle 124 on card or www.OneRS.net/205sp-124

An inexpensive way to
promote your products
and services •
• Increose your compony's visibility
• Enhonce your Corporote imoge
• Position yourself os on expert in the field

Use your customized
reprints as a solid
marketing tool
• Direct moil pieces
• Soles presentotion oids ond leove behinds
• Promotionol moteriol ot trode shows
• New product onnouncement
.Internol stock holder educotion

Minimum quantity 100

For information please contact
Jorgie Strossner at (847)885-3429

Weather Beafer-, EARTH S ATTERJNG FEAT RE :
RELIEVES COMPACTI N DOWN TO 10" (25
em). PROVID S CON INUOUS SLIT FOR
GOOD ORAl AGE. BLADES DO NOT LIFT
THE S RFACE OR THROW UP STONES AND
DEB S. OOTH OPERATION WITH SLOW
ROTOR SPEED. ECONOMICAL TO RUN AND
OPERATE. RANGE TO SUIT COMPACT AND
LARGER TRACTORS.

SEE OUR WIDE RANGE OF LANDSCAPING 6
TURF MACHINER~ SEEING IS BELIEVING

AlIaW 101 Metro Drive Anderson
CALL nu South Caroli na 29625

~(eTel: 8648431159
Fax: 864 843 9006
E.mail: sales@blec.co.uk
www.blec.co.uk

Athletic Field Cover by
Colorado Lining International

It's a name you've trusted sin e 1978. ow
Colorado Lining adds WeatherBeater to it

family, giving you the same outstanding
quality & service that arned

WeatherBeater it reputation. It' the
insurance you ne d to co' er any field:

baseball, football, occer.

Full Field, Mound/Home Plate Covers,
Batting Practice, Sideline, Crown

Covers, Turf Blankets, Windscreen

877-448-2777 888-546-4641

Circle 125 on card or www.OneRS.net/205sp-125

BURNSIDE SERVICES, INC.
MAINTAIN THE BEAUTY

OF YOUR COURSE OR PLAYING FIELD

• Athletic Field and
Golf Course
Renovation and
Construction

• Complete Soil
Fumigation Service

• Laser Leveling

E cellence in Service and Quality

936-825-7090
Tommy Burnside

Mobile: 936-760-6380

Jake Burnside
Mobile: 979-268-8586

1110 Navasota Ridge Rd.
Navasota, TX 77868

www.burnside-services.com

Circle 128 on card or www.OneRS.net/205sp-128 Circle 129 on card or www.OneRS.net/205sp-129
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EXCEPT fOR YOUR REPUIITION. THAT

For more information on PERK,
call your neare t Lebanon Dealer
or 1-800-233-0628. Or visit our
website at www.lebturfcom.

Lebanon
TL...RF PRODUCTS

.,......I1I11'lll11l11 .....

Circle 130 on card or www.OneRS.net/205sp-130

THATCH • MASTER
48" & 60"

FINE TURF VERTI·CUT

1. Commercial quality fine turf verti-cut

2. PTO powered - 20 to 30 H.P.

3. Thin (.060) blades do OTleave grooves

4. Extremely low maintenance

5. Fast

Turf Specialties, Inc.
320 Third Street, S.W.
Winter Haven, Fl33880

Telephone: (863) 289·3330

Circle 131 on card or www.OneRS.net/205sp-131

12 MODELS OF STRIPERS

RIDERS • SELF PROPELLED • WALK BEHIND
FIELD MARKING STENCILS

MASCOTS, EMBLEMS, LETTERS & MORE
DRY LINE MARKER & DRAG MATS

1 U MARK
FIELD MARKING EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES

PROVIDING QUALITY EQUIPMENT
FOR THE ATIO -s

LEAD G GROUNDS KEEPERS

www.trumarkafm.com
1-800-553-MARK

Circle 133 on card or www.OneRS.net/205sp-133

CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-624-6706

1700 Jasper Streeet
Aurora, Colorado 80011

www.newstripe.com

Circle 127 on card or www.OneRS.net/205sp-127

All-Star Team of Turf
Care Equipment

The leaders in ports Turf aintenance
Equipment have as embled an all-star team
of equipment for your sport turf care needs.

Choose Bob-Car's. Buntons. Cushman's.
jacobsene and RyanlPj for mowers, aerators,

infield rakes, utility vehicles, seeders and
sprayers. Off the field they are easy to

maintain. Rugged design and construction
keeps them running for years.

Call 1-888-922· URF today or visit us at
www.textronturf.com for more

information or demonstration.

BOB·CAT BUNTO CU HMAN .JACOBSEN RYAN

Circle 132 on card or www.OneRS.net/205sp-132

Industrybooks.com

BOOKSTORE
OFFERS SportsTurf readers a

one-stop shop for a II books

on turf and related topics.

We promise to provide the

best reference materials to

help build and maintain your

business. If you would like

additional information on our

titles or would like to suggest

a title or subject not shown,

please contact us toll free at

800-203-2552 or online at

www.industrybooks.com.

All Sales Are Final

http://www.OneRS.net/205sp-130
http://www.OneRS.net/205sp-131
http://www.trumarkafm.com
http://www.OneRS.net/205sp-133
http://www.newstripe.com
http://www.OneRS.net/205sp-127
http://www.textronturf.com
http://www.OneRS.net/205sp-132
http://www.industrybooks.com.


(lassifieds
For classified advertising rate information, contact Chris DziubLa at 630-295-9617.

FOR SALE

GOT PAINT? Call Chris Dziubla I

at 630-295-9617 I

for classified advertising
information.

l~, . .... f'-
(f~~~' :rt ~\\",~",,\~,I, .. 't \

VERTI-DRAINS AND MORE
GET IT!

~ .

JlFM
Nation's # 1 Distributor has trade-in's for
greens, tees, fairways & sportsfields.

(Athletic Field
Markings)

by

305.200 VD 80" W/W 0-16" DPTH $6500

305.200H VD 80" W/W 0-16" DPTH $6000

305.250H VD 96" W/W 0-16" DPTH $7995

Ryan GA 60 Fairway unit $4900

Level Spike 60" 10" DPTH $3000

Multi Spike 48" 10" DPTH $2700

Seeder/Dresser 48" W/W $6995

Commercial Turf & Tractor 800-748-7497
www.commercialturfandtractor.com

FPC
www.franklinpaint.com
1·800.486·0304
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By DR. GRADY MILLER, ENVIRONMENTAL HORTICULTURE DEPT., UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

Ihave noticed a lot of variations in the height of mowing the soccer, football, adult
softball, and youth ball diamonds. Iam wondering if there is a desired height for these
facilities. Currently we keep everything at 3 inches and we have no problem with late sea-
son "bit» ning" and our player seem to like the extra cushion in the outfields. Iwas won-
dering if we lower the blades, will we cut back on our maintenance costs?

City of Wilmington, OH

Iwas about to comment about your high mowing
height and th n I noticed your fields are in Ohio.

ot that Ohio field hould be higher than any-
where el e only that you are mo t likely growing a
cool- ea on gra s. Our warm- ca on gra se (mo tly
bermudagra es) are typically maintained a lot lower
than fe cue, bluegras e , and ryegrasse .

Your que lion brought up everal good point about
mowing height that I would like to addre . Fir t,
hould different field type and different level of play

require diff: rent mowing height? Second, if fields arc
mowed lower will that re ult in lower maintenance
co ts.

Let me add res the fir t que tion u ing part of your
tatement. If the "player seem to like the e .lra cush-

ion' then perhaps you have found a good mowing
height. One of the mo t difficult ta k a a field manag-
er is to get to the point where everyone is happy with
the field' c ndition. Often we change our practice to
meet the demand of the field's users. If everyone is
happy with the field \\ ith your normal level of mainte-
nance then you have accompli hed a great feat.

n argument can be made that some sports benefit
from a lower mow ing hcizht than others do. For
instance, with soccer the field surface can impact the
peed of the game and the accuracy of the pa e.

shorter mowing height u uall} tran fer into a quicker,
more direct roll of the soccer ball. The niver ity of
Florida's soccer coach talk about "playing thc ball to
the feet" when they play on dense, closely mowed bermudagra vcr liS "playing the
ball in the air" when they play at northern chool with taller-cut col-sea on grasses
that have a bunch gro\\th habit. I know our soccer team probably plays within a given
ca on on fields mowed anvwhere from 112 inch to 3 inches. 'Io me that mean that

differ nt level of pIa} probably do not ju ti~' different mowinz heights, just rea onable
mowinz height.

•
1

as soccer for ball respon e. It could be argued that bad hops for baseball and softball
may influence the outcome of a game, but mowing height alone will not produce or
eliminate bad hops. The turf and good judgment can dictate the mowing height. To
strengthen that opinion, most surveys Ihave read have indicated that players (and
coaches) could not generally differentiate moderate differences in cutting heights.

ow to address the second question. From an academic perspective, the lower you
mow it, generally the more frequently it should be mowed. The ba ic recommendation
is to mow no more than 1/3 of the plant with each mowing. So, if you have a lower

mowing height, it will generally require a reduced
interval between mowing, which may not fit in with a
reduction in maintenance cost. Generally, the higher
the height of cut, the less damage you ee following
u e, and th more cushion. Realize that cu hion is as
much a result of oil conditions (compaction and oil
moisture mainly) as grass height.

There is another reason to vary mowing height-
turf reco cry. Some managers like to let the gras grow
a little higher during the off- ea on to allow the grass to
fill weak areas. Before the season begin, they slowl
lower the mowing height to the de ired playing height.

On the other hand, some turf managers feel by let-
ting the gras grow tall, you reduce the lower leave on
the plant, reducing density. By keeping the grass at the
in- cason height the gras is conditioned to perform at
that height. From my per pcctivc the choice between
tho e two theories depend on the de ired in-season
height. Turf can be mowed below an optimum height
for special event, bul mu t be allowed to recover if you
want your turf to last through the season.

La tly, let me provide a more specific answer to
your question. Your 3-inch height i probably on the
upper end of the ugoe ted mowing range. In Illy limit-
ed as ociation with northern alhl tic field gras e I
would probably sugge t a little lower mowing hcizht
during the sea on ( ay 2 inches) and pcrhap: the 3-inch
hcight during the more trcssful summer months. The
2 inch height give a "cleaner" look and should not
have a ignificant impact n browning. wear, etc. and

hould fit well with each of the sports field types you m ntioned.

Can't mow away bad hops
Football, [aero e. ba cball and oftball do not depcnd on the field urface as 11luch
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Have Questions?
Send them to Grady Miller at the University of Florida. PO Box
110670. Gainesville, FL 32611. or email gmiller@mail.ifas.ufl.edu. Or.
send them to Dave Minner at Iowa State University, 106 Horticulture
Hall. Ames, IA 50011. or email dminner@iastate.edu.

SPORTSTURF. http://www.greenmediaonline.com

mailto:gmiller@mail.ifas.ufl.edu.
mailto:dminner@iastate.edu.
http://www.greenmediaonline.com


Water-
logged
athletic
field?

Hit a home run by
installing the very best
drainage system that ...

• is easiest to install
• is least disruptive
• prevents field damage
• maintains schedules
• outlasts other systems
• is cost-effective

Circle 134 on card or www.OneRS.net/205sp-134

MULTI-
drainage systems by Varicore

Contact Varicore Technologies, Inc.
800.978.8007 or Fax 320.978.6607
www.varicore.com
e-mail: service@varicore.com

http://www.OneRS.net/205sp-134
http://www.varicore.com
mailto:service@varicore.com

