mounds last vear in his market area—all at no cost. The work was done to help build
relationships and educate end users about new materials, equipment, and techniques
As the groundskeeping profession evolves, it is knowledgeable pros like Butter, with

their solid baseball backgrounds, who lead the way. ST

Chris “Butter” Ball, 2

and a member of the Lastern North (

S, is a graduate of the University of North Carolina, Greenshoro
sarolina Turferass Association. He is currently
involved in forming a new STMA chapter, known as the Piedmont Chapter, in Central
and Western North Carolina

Mel Lanford, a 30-year veteran of the groundskeeping industry, is the creator and host
of the Ace of Diamonds Tour, sponsored in part by Diamond Pro Professional
Groundskeeping Products, a division of TXI. Mel travels across the United Stales year-

round presenting hands-on seminars, demonstrating the proper infield and sports turf

maintenance materials, equipment and techniques to athletic field managers. For more

9

information, visit www.diamondpro.com or call 800-228-2957

Father and son volunteer at Elm St. Park.

http://www.sportsturfmanager.com  STMA

maujl_ten z
solutions

T

Highla ¥
minifitility truck =7

The Broyhill Highlander SPORT" gives you fast,
comfortable performance plus ultimate versatility.

Mid- and rear-hydraulic lifts accept ballfield finisher, spiker/roller, sprayers,
vacs, line markers and more. Operators enjoy the ergonomic design, easy-
reach wraparound cargo box, and 16-hp, 3-wheel zero-turn drive.

Fastliner line-marking system (shown on the Highlander SPORT") is ideal
for ballfields and parking lots. Non-clog system paints evenly at up to 15 mph.

Fastliner paint concentrate creates rain-resistant, brilliant white lines even
on poor surfaces. Paint stays suspended up to 14 days in the Fastliner system.

For product details or
dealer information:

1-800-228-1003
www.broyhill.com

Making you look good.

Circle 123 on card or www.OneRS.net/205sp-123

Grow
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Future
with
www.greenmediaonline.com

> Breaking news stories
> Book Guild
> Classifieds
> Events Calendar
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Clippings

Rain Bird website offers answers

Rain Bird Corporation has launched its
enhanced website (www.rainbird.com) enabling
user-friendly online access to quality solutions for all
types of irrigation applications, says the company.

"The site provides immediate access to detailed
product specifications, replacement parts, and
instruction manuals. In addition, visitors will have
access to lroubleshooting gnidus, tips on efficient
irrigation, a dealer locator, an online store, a custom
design service, and answers to the most frequently
asked questions regarding irrigation.

“The site is now more comprehensive and easier
to use than most printed materials,” says Art
Ludwick, vice president of Rain Bird. “We expect
that it will be a great resource for professionals seeking
helpful tips and solutions about irrigation products or
installation issues. We want to assist our customers with

issues that can apply to any landscaping or agricultural
project, from backyards to farms to golf courses to sports

arenas and public parks.”

LA Clippers

and AT&T donate
Sport Court
game court to

help kids

According to a report from the Secretary of Health
and Human Services and the Secretary of Education,
adolescents are more likely to be active if they have con-
venient access to play spaces and sports equipment.
However, there are children in the Los Angeles area that

Chipco launches
online product
training

The Chipeo — —

Professional
Products group of
Aventis E.S. has
launched Chipeo
Academy, a free

= b R e = &)

online product

training program for
turfgrass profession-
als. End-user train-
ing on fungicide, herbicide, insecticide, and PGR use is
available at www.aventischipco.com.

Fach Academy training program consists of informa-
tion on target pests, product chemistries, benefits, and
application procedures. After reviewing the info present-
ed, participants can take an online quiz, then if they
complete it successfully, they receive a certificate and a
gift from Chipeo.
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have no convenient and safe place to play. That is why
Sport Court, Inc. and Sport Court of Los Angeles are
supplving four full size courts for AT& I Wireless
P.LAY. Safe program.

The Los Angeles Clippers PLAY. (Playgrounds for
Local Active Youth), sponsored by AT&T Wireless,
strives to build safe playgrounds and help refurbish bas-
ketball courts and hold clinies for children in the Los
Angeles area. Each court will be made of the Sport
Court Sport Deck IV (SD 1V) tiles.

“We are really excited to be a part of this event,” says
Dale Hendrickson of Sport Courl of Southem Califoria.
"Sports can be very beneficial for the kids in these arcas.

Not only does it give them a healthy altemative to trouble,
but by playing sports kids build selFesteem and team play,
to be a part of this is like helping build those kid's futures.”

Rutgers, Japan Tobacco
want improved turfgrass

An agreement between Rutgers University and
Japan Tobacco will enable Rutgers to develop and com-
mercialize improved turfgrass varieties by using a pio-
neering plant transformation technology, announced
Dr. William Meyer, head of the turfgrass breeding pro-
gram at Rutgers.

The new technology was developed by Japan
'Tobacco and modified for use in turfgrass by Dr.
Barbara Zilinskas, a plant scientist at the Center for
Turfgrass Science and the Biotechnology Center for
Agriculture and the Environment at Rutgers. The
agreement will also enable the university to sublicense
the Japan "Tobacco technology, and Rutgers improve-
ments, to research-oriented companies, for use in devel-

oping improved transgenic turfgrass varieties. These
companies have access to proprietary genes and will use
this technology to develop new varieties, which they
then will market.

“Long term, we believe that transformation technol-
ogy will enable us to solve some unsolved pest and dis-
ease problems,” said Mever.

The Japan Tobacco transformation technology
known as Purelntro employs plasmids derived from
Agrobacterium tumefaciens, a bacterium that has the
unique ability to insert a portion of its DNA into the
cells of plants. For years, scientists thought that this
bacterium could transform only dicots, a category of
plants that includes soybeans, cotton and tobacco, but
not monocols, a category that includes com, rice or
grasses, However, Japan Tobacco scientists found a
way to employ Agrobacterium in monocots. A Rutgers
team led by Dr. Zilinskas has successfully applied
Purelntro to turfgrasses.

The Center for Turfgrass Science at Rutgers is a
leading developer of turfgrass in the United States and is
headed by Dr. Bruce Clarke, director, and Meyer.

Glenmac Inc, Jamestown, ND, has purchased assets and nm.g rights to

Corp. line of beach and surface cleaning equipment, and will market the line Mariti affili-
ate mouﬁca, Ilarhy Enterprises, Inc. For information call 800-437-9779.
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STMA in Action

Chapter regional conference

calls spark idea flow

he leaders of STMA's 23 affiliated Chapters and of many of the groups in the
process of forming Chapters joined together to share ideas between March 26

and April 2. Abby McNeal, CSEM, Chair of the Chapter Relations

Committee, and Dave Rulli, STMA Board Member Liaison to this
Committee, have liv\chnpt'd a nationwide network, grouping the
Chapters within six regions, with a Regional Contact estab-
lished for cach region.

Regional Contacts are: Dan Douglas, Region 1; Boyd
Montgomery, CSFM, Region 2; Connie Rudolph, CSFM,
Region 3; Bill Marbet, Region 4; Tom McAfee, Region 5; and
Bill Murphy, Region 6. Suz Trusly serves as the STMA
Headquarters Chapter Contact.

The Chapters and forming Chapters within each Region
meet in the spring and again in the fall by Conference Call
with the Regional Contact, Abby, Dave, and Suz, This provides a
forum for discussion of problems and a sharing of information and
ideas. [t's the second vear for these Conference Calls. They were
dey eloped as a means of continuing the interaction between Chapters
developed in the annual Chapter Officers raining and ldea Exchange
Session (COTS) held in conjunction with the STMA Annual
Conference in January each vear.

Both the COTS gathering and the Regional Conference Calls are

funded by the generous support of STMA Chapter Sponsors: Gold Level,

John Deere; and Silver Level, Alpine Services, In¢; Hunter Industries,

Stabilizer Solutions, and Syngenta.

involved. It’s a networking bonanza!

During these spring calls, Abby and Dave also reported on the Chapter-related seg-

ments of the STMA Strategic Plan, including the progress made to
date, and the initiatives to be undertaken in the future.
For example, one initiative from 2001, the STMA
Speakers Bureau, has moved from an idea to a reality.
Those interested in serving as a speaker at the Chapler,
Regional and/or National levels are invited to fill oul
the form as posted on the STMA Websile, or contact
STMA Headquarters for a printed copy of the form.
The information gathered will be compiled for use in
program planning by Chapters, State and Regional
Turlgrass Program Committees, other groups seeking
sports turf related speakers, and the STMA
I IL‘;IL]tliI;I!'Il‘I'\
STMA Chapters are definitely in Action! Just check
out the events listed below, or for even more detail, go to
the STMA Website: www.sportsturfmanager.com. On the
website, vou'll find a master listing for Chapters, along with
links to each chapter’s STMA WebPages and, where Chapters
have their own Websites. links to those as well.
STMA members report that the networking component of their
participation in their Chapter and in the National (International)
organization is one of the greatest resources they have. 1t's the best

forum for sharing information, tracking down answers to tricky ques-

Chapter leaders discuss ideas for trade shows, vendor field day tions, solving difficult problems, and hundreds of other areas of sup-

exhibits, and equipment demonstrations; programs for seminars, field days
and seminars on wheels; methods for developing better newsletters and web-

sites: un_;;mu.:t:m1<|| ideas: and many other ||l|lil'ﬁ that fit the needs of those

STMA Chapter News

port. Working together, sports turf managers are raising the level of pro-
fessionalism throughout the industry, always striving to provide the best

sports surfaces for all levels of play. ST

Tennessee Valley Sports Turf Managers Association
(TVSTMA): TVSTMA will hold an event on May 23 al
the Franklin Road Academy in Nashville. Other upcom-
ing TVSTMA Events are as follows: June 12 Al Dy
Vendor Show in Jasper, TN; June 25: Joint meeting with
Tennessee Turfarass Association al the University of
lennessee in Knoxville: and July 18: Bellevue Baptist
Church in Memphis, TN.

For information on the TVSTMA Chapter, or
upcoming events, call Bill Marbet, Southern Athletic
Fields, Inc.. at 931-380-0023 or 800-537-8062.

MO-KAN Sports Turf Managers Association: The
MO-Kan Chapter will hold a Summer Turi
Management Field Day from 5:00 AM to 2:00 PM on
June 19 at a Blue Valley School District location to be
announced, This event will focus on all aspects ol

Bermudagrass establishment and maintenance on sand

http://www.sportsturfmanager.com * STMA

base and native soil fields and will contain a laser grad-
ing session which will include the mathematics of dual
-\]np(- laser grading, laser grader setup and the opportun-
tv tor vou to operate 4 grader blade with laser controls
For information on the MO-KAN STMA Chapter, or
upcoming events, call Jody Gill at 913-239-4121; Gary
Custis at 816-460-6215, or Mike Green at 913-208-6158

Minnesota Chapter STMA: The Minnesota
Chapter is planning a spring workshop for May 14 al
Bethel College and Seminary. More details will be
.Hilml]nt't'tl SO0

For information on the Minnesota Chapter, or
upcoming events, contacl Jeff Hintz, Bethel College &
Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota at tel. 651-635-6075 or ¢-

mail: Fhintz@bethel .edu

Florida Chapter #1: The Florida Chapter will hold

a Sports Equipment Field Day and Demonstration at
Parkland on May 14. The educational focus is on pre-
ventive maintenance for irngation systems and equip-
ment

For information on the Florida Chapter, or pending
aclivities, call John Mascaro at 954-341-3115

Sports Turf Managers Association of Arizona: The
Arizona Chapter will meet on May 16 al the Tueson
Parks and Recreation Hi-Corbett Field for moming edu-
cational sessions and a tour. The afternoon session will
include a tour of the Karsten Turf Facility. The Chapter's
Second Annual Golf Tourmmament will be held on June 7
at Sanctuary Golf Course at Westworld. For tournament
information, contact Scott Yakel at 602-315-6500 or
Brian Johnson at 480-965-3590. The Turf in the Pines
educational seminar will take place on June 14, Contact
IFelip Garcia at 928-774-2568
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STMA Chapter News

For information on the chapter, or upcoming
events, contact Bill Murphy, at e-mail:
bmurphy@eci.scottsdale.az.us or tel. 480-312-7956,

Keystone Athletic Field Managers Organization
(KAFMO/STMA): Beacon Ballfields, in association
with the Kevstone Athletic Field Managers
Organization (KAFMO), is conducting two field
maintenance seminars in Pennsylvania. The first will
be held on Tuesday, May 21, at Delaware Valley
College in Doylestown. The second is scheduled for
June 5 at Cranberry High School in Seneca. Both
seminars will feature former Baltimore Orioles head
groundskeeper, Paul Zwaska, who is now general
manager for Beacon. Topics in the seminar are
designed to educate groundskeepers, coaches,
and facility managers with the emphasis placed
on field maintenance materials, equipment,
and maintenance practices: The day-long semi-
nar consists of a morning classroom session fol-
Jowed by an early afternoon on-field session.

For more information on these seminars call
Beacon Ballfields at 800-747-5985. For informa-
tion on the KAFMO/STMA Chapter or other
upcoming events, contact Dan Douglas, Reading
Phillies Baseball Club, at tel. 610-375-8469, ext.

:] :; 0Or c-tli;lil o k'.lflrlni'ﬂ ;m|_c(}l|1

Ohio Sports Turf Managers Association
(OSTMA): The OSTMA chapter will hold a spring
workshop in the Cleveland area with Baldwin
Wallace College and the Akron Aeros on May 22.
Check the website for more details and a registration
form.

The OSTMA will host a summer workshop with
the Toledo Mudhens on June 26 at the brand new
5/31d Field in downtown Toledo. Educational sessions
will be conducted by Jeff Limburg, head sports field
manager, and the OSTMA, The MISTMA Chapter
also has been invited to participate. Tickets will be
available so attendees can catch the ballgame following
the workshop

For information on the OSTMA Chapter, or
upcoming events, call OSTMA Headquarters at 740-
4524541 or Boyd Montgomery at 419-855-1982; or visil
the chapler’s website al www,glstma.org

lowa Sports Turf Managers Association: The lowa
Chapter will hold a Softball Workshop at the
Burlington Regional Ree Plex on May 22, A New
Construction and Renovation Workshop 1s scheduled
for June 25 at Grinnell College

For information on the lowa Chapler, or upcoming
activities, contact Lori Westrum of The Turf Office al
tel. 515-232-8222, or fax 515-232-8228, or e-mail:

Lon@ il)\k'.ltllrl}_;rus\_nrg.

Midwest Chapter STMA: The Midwest Chapter
will hold a “Back to Basics” Baseball/Softball
Maintenance Clinic in early June. This will include a
hands-on workshop covering mound construction,
infield maintenance, turf care, water removal tech-
niques, and equipment demonstration. The location
and date will be announced soon. The Chapters Tour
on Wheels will be held in late August.

For information on the Midwest Chapter, or pend-
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ing achivitics, visit the Chapter’s website,
http:mestma.org/, or call Libby Baker at 847-263-7603 or
email Bake60ftbin@aol.com.

Colorado Sports Turf Managers Association: The
Colorado Chapter is planning a Baseball/Softball
Seminar at the City of Westminster on June 5. Also in
the planning stages is a Summer Workshop covering soc-
cer/football/baseball/softball maintenance. This event
will be held at the City of Aurora.

For information on the Colorado Chapter, or

upcoming activities, visit the Chapter's website,
www.CSTMA.org, or call the CSTMA Chapter Hotline
at 303-346-8954.

Michigan Sports Turf Managers Association
(MiSTMA): The Michigan Chapter's annual miceting will
be held June 20 at Okemos High School. MISTMA also
will join the Ohio Chapter for a summer workshop with
the ‘loledo Mudhens on June 26 at the brand new 5/3rd
Field in downtown Toledo. The MSUMTE/MISTMA
field day will be hosted by the MTF at Michigan State
University on August 13. This event will team sports turf
managers and business managers with a focus on the busi-
ness end of maintaining sports fields

For information on the (:h;lplcr or pending
events, email Amy Fouty, University of Michigan, a
foutv@umich.edu, or go to www.mistma.org to visit

the chapter’s new website,

Southern California Chapter: For information on
the Southern California Chapter, or pending activities,
call Ron Kirkpatrick at 858-453-1755

Northern California Chapter of the Sports Turf
Managers Association: For information on the Nor-Cal
Chapter, or pending events, call Janet Gift at 530.758-
4200,

The Greater LA Basin Chapter of the Sports Turf
Managers Association: For information on the Chapter
or pending events, call Steve Dugas, California State
University-Fullerton, at 714-2758-3929 or email

sdugas@fullerton.edu

Gateway Chapter Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on the Gateway Chapter,
or upcoming events, call Mike Krone, Missouri Baptist

College, 314-392-2328 or email krone@mobap.edu.

Indiana Chapter: For imformation on the Indiana

Chapter, or pending activities, call Terry Updike, B & B
Fertilizer, at 219-356-8424.

Nebraska Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the Nebraska Chapter, or upcoming
events, call Gregg Bostelman, City of Grand Island, at
308-385-5426.

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey:
lor information on the New Jersey Chapter, or upcom-
ing events, call Fred Castenschiold at 908-722-9830; or
call Eleanora Murfitt, at 908-236-9118; e-mail to
SEMANJCHAPTER@ netscape.net.

Mid-Atlantic Athletic Field Managers
Organization (MAFMO Chapter STMA): For
information on the MAFMO Chapter, or pend-
ing activities, call the Hotline at 410-290-5652.

North Texas Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on the North Texas
Chapter, or pending activities, contact Scott
Piecha at §17-831-4505 or .\'spicc|l;l('.”-'au|.tmn or
Rene Asprion at 972-647-3393, or visit the web-

site ab www.nishma.org,

South Texas Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on the South “Texas
Chapter, or upcoming events, call Craig Potts,
Texas A & M University, at tel. 979-458-85841, or c-mail:

CPotts@athleties.tanm.edu.

Virginia Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the Virginia Chapter, or upcoming
events, contact: Chapter Vice President, Randy
Buchanan, County of Henrico Recreation and Parks, via
e-mail: buc06@co henrico.va.us or at tel. 804-261-8213.

Wisconsin Sports Turf Managers Association: l'or
more information on the Wisconsin Chapter, or other
pending events, call Richard Miller at 608-756-1150.

Chapters on the Grow

Pacific Northwest: For information on the chapter
forming in the Washington/Oregon area, contacl in
Washington, Jay Warnick at 425-893-5130 or
JavW@Seahawks.com or in € Jregon, Mike Wagner al
541-346-5436 or MWagner@Oregon.UQOregon.edu.

Georgia: For information, contact Lori ‘Turck at 770-
928-1580 or gastma@carthlink.net.

Kt‘lllllck_\': For information, contact Tom Nielsen
at TNiclsen@batsbaseball.com or Aaron Boggs at
AVBoggs@nelscape.net.

Las Vegas: For information on the chapter develop-
ing in Las Vegas, contact Rod Smith, Grounds
Manager/Cashman Center at e-mail: rims@lyevi.com or
al tel. 702-386-714),

New York: For information on the chapter forming
in Central New York, contact Kevin Meredith, National

Soccer Hall of Fame, at e-mail: Kevin@wpe.com or al

tel, 607-432-2953. ST
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CHAIN LINK
FENCE GUARDS

o gy Y

Fence Guard™ protective covers for chain link fencing from

Partac Peat Corp. are now available in six colors—safety
yellow, dark green, red, white, blue, and orange—as well
as two grades—premium and standard. These UV-resistant,
polyethylene covers protect players from injuries and pro-
vide a distinctive look to your fencing.

Fence Guard comes in cartons of len 8-t. sections with
fifty 8-in. UV-resistant ties for securing every 2 feet to fence. A
5-year manufacturer’s limited warranty is offered.

For salety and uniform appearance, you should remove
crowns from the tops of fence posts so that the entire fence
top is covered; ends can be butted or overlapped, and the
product is easy to cut, says the manufacturer.

Bottom Guard™, which serves the same safety and
appearance purpose, also reduces erosion and eases weed
cutting.

PARTAC®/BEAM CLAY”®

i
®

Weather Beater.

Athletic Field Covers by
Colorado Lining International

It's a name you've trusted since 1978. Now
Colorado Lining adds WeatherBeater® to its
tamily, giving you the same outstanding
quality & service that earned
WeatherBeaterw its reputation. It's the
insurance you need to cover any field:
baseball, football, soccer.

Full Field, Mound/Home Plate Covers,
Batting Practice, Sideline, Crown
Covers, Turf Blankets, Windscreen

877-448-2777 888-546-4641

Circle 124 on card or www.OneRS.net/205sp-124

Circle 125 on card or www,.OneRS.net/205sp-125

ES/DO NOT LIFT
THE SURFACE OR THROW UP STONES AND

OOTH OPERATION WITH SLOW
ROTOR SPEED. ECONOMICAL TO RUN AND

OPERATE. RANGE TO SUIT COMPACT AND
LARGER TRACTORS.

SEE OUR WIDE RANGE OF LANDSCAPING &

TURF MACHINERY. f‘EEIIIG IS BELIEVING
CALLNOW  Soutn Carsiina. 20625
w Tel: 864 843 1159

Fax: 864 843 9006

E.mail: sales@blec.co.uk

o www.blec.co.uk

Circle 126 on card or www,OneRS.net/205sp-126

Reprints

An inexpensive way fo
promote your products

and services.

« Increase your company's visibility

» Enhance your Corporate image

» Posifion yourself as an expert in the field

Use your customized
reprints as a solid

marketing tool

» Direct mail pieces

« Sales presentation aids and leave behinds
« Promotional material at trade shows

o New product announcement

o Internal stock holder education

Minimum quantity 100

For information please contact
Jorgie Strossner at (847)885-3429

BURNSIDE SERVICES, INC.

MAINTAIN THE BEAUTY
OF YOUR COURSE OR PLAYING FIELD

ﬁ"’-'_.

o Athletic Field and
Golf Course
Renovation and
Construction

a»

BSI

* Complete Soil
Fumigation Service

* Laser Leveling

Excellence in Service and Quality
936-825-7090

Tommy Burnside
Mobile: 936-760-6380

Jake Burnside
Mobile: 979-268-8586

1110 Navasota Ridge Rd.
Navasota, TX 77868
www.burnside-services.com

Circle 128 on card or www.OneRS.net/205sp-128

The ultimate solution for wet grounds!

A cross-section of our
sandslit drainage system

www.sportsturfdrainage.com
sportsturf@charter.net
(828)687-2350 [office]
(828)776-9660 [mobile]

Circle 129 on card or www.OneRS.net/205sp-129
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lmtiu -UP WITHOUT _ﬂ

For more information on PERK,
call your nearest Lebanon Dealer
or 1-800-233-0628. Or visit our
website at www.lebturf.com.

>

< Lebanon

TuRF PRODUCTS
Our repulalion (s GrowiNg yours.

Circle 130 on card or www.OneRS.net/205sp-130
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THATCH - MASTER

48” & Gu”
FINE TURF VERTI-CUT

1. Commercial quality fine turf verti-cut
2. PTO powered - 20 to 30 H.P.
3. Thin (.060) blades do NOT leave grooves
4, Extremely low maintenance

5. Fast

Turf Specialties, Inc.
320 Third Street, S.W.
Winter Haven, FL 33880

Telephone: (863) 289-3330

Circle 131 on card or www.OneRS.net/205sp-131

MAINTAIN YOUR FIELD

STRIPERS

12 MODELS OF STRIPERS
RIDERS © SELF PROPELLED  WALK BEHIND
FIELD MARKING STENCILS
MASCOTS, EMBLEMS, LETTERS & MORE
DRY LINE MARKERS & DRAG MATS

CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-624-6706

1700 Jasper Streeet
Aurora, Colorado 80011

www.newstripe.com

Circle 127 on card or www.OneRS.net/205sp-127

All-Star Team of Turf
Care Eqmpment

ol 1=z, __‘F -,

The leaders in Sports Turf Maintenance
Equipment have assembled an all-star team
of equipment for your sport turf care needs.

Choose Bob-Cat® Bunton® Cushman®,
Jacobsen®and Ryan® for mowers, aerators,

infield rakes, utility vehicles, seeders and

sprayers. Off the field they are easy to
maintain. Rugged design and construction
keeps them running for years.

Call 1-888-922-TURF today or visit us at
www.textronturf.com for more

information or demonstration.

BOB-CAT BUNTON CUSHMAN JACODBSEN RYAN

IRU MARK

FIELD MARKING EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES

“Paint Mule”

RS-500

PROVIDING QUALITY EQUIPMENT
FOR THE NATION’S
LEADING GROUNDSKEEPERS

www.trumarkafm.com

1-800-553-MARK

Circle 132 on card or www.OneRS.net/205sp-132

Circle 133 on card or www.OneRS.net/205sp-133

Industrybooks.com

BOOKSTORE

OFFERS SportsTurf readers a
one-stop shop for all books
on turf and related topics.
We promise to provide the
best reference materials to
help build and maintain your
business. If you would like
additional information on our
titles or would like to suggest
a title or subject not shown,
please contact us toll free at
800-203-2552 or online at
www.industrybooks.com.

All Sales Are Final
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C_lagsifieds

For classified advertising rate information, contact Chris Dziubla at 630-295-9617.

GOT PAINT?

GET IT!

AFM

(Athletic Field

Markings)

Fec
www.franklinpaint.com

1-800-486-0304

VERTI-DRAINS AND MORE

Nation’s #1 Distributor has trade-in’s for
greens, tees, fairways & sportsfields.

305.200 vD 80" WMW 0-16" DPTH $6500
305.200H VD 80" W/W 0-18" DPTH $6000
305.250H VD 96" WMW 0-16" DPTH $7995
Ryan GA 60 Fairway unit $4900
Level Spike 60" 10" DPTH $3000
Multi Spike 48" 10" DPTH §2700
Seeder/Dresser 48" W/W $6995

Commercial Turf & Tractor 800-748-7497
www.commercialturfandtractor.com

Call Chris Dziubla,
at 630-295-9617,
for classified advertising

information.

Advertising
Sales Staff

CT, DC, DE, IN, MA, ME, MI,NH, AL, AR, FL, GA, KS, KY, LA, MD, MS,

NJ, NY, OH, PA, RI, VT
Paul Garris
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Q:zA

By DrR. GRADY MiLLER, ENVIRONMENTAL HORTICULTURE DEPT., UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

Cutting
heights

I have noticed a lot of variations in the height of mowing the soccer, foothall, adult
softhall, and youth ball diamonds. 1 am wondering if there is a desired height for these
facilities. Currently we keep everything at 3 inches and we have no problem with late sea-
son “browning” and our players seem to like the extra cushion in the outfields. I was won-

dering if we lower the blades, will we cut back on our maintenance costs?

City of Wilmington, OH

was about to comment aboul vour high mowing

height, and then | noticed your fields are in Ohio,

Not that Ohio fields should be higher than any-
where else, only that you are most likely growing a
cool-season grass. Our warmi-season grasses ( mostly
bermudagrasses) are typically maintained a lot lower
than fescuces, bluegrasses, and rvegrasses.

Your question brought up several good points about
mowing height that | would like to address. First,
should different field types and different levels of play
require different mowing heights? Second, if fields are
mowed lower, will that result in lower maintenance
costs?

Let me address the first question using part of your
statement, If the “players seem to like the extra ensh-
ion” then perhaps you have found a good mowing
height. One of the most difficult tasks as a field manag-
er is to get to the point where everyone is happy with
the field’s condition. Often we change our practices to
meet the demands of the field’s users. If everyone is
happy with the field with your normal level of mainte-
nance then you have accomplished a greal feat,

\n argument can be made that some sports benefit
from a lower mowing height than others do. For
instance, with soccer the field surface can impact the
speed of the game and the accuracy of the passes; A
shorter mowing height usually transfers into a quicker,
more direct roll of the soccer ball. The University of
Florida's soccer coach talks about “playing the ball to
the feet” when they play on dense, closely mowed bermudagrass versus “playing the
ball in the air” when they play at n sithemn schools with taller-cut coolseason grasses
that have a bunch growth habit. 1 know our soccer team probably plays within a given
season on fields mowed anvwhere from 1/2 inch to 3 inches, To me that means that
different levels of play probably do not justify different mowing heights, just reasonable

mowing heights

Can’t mow away bad hops

Football, lacrosse, baseball and softball do not depend on the field surface as much
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as soccer for ball response. It could be argned that bad hops for baseball and softball
may influence the outcome of a game, but mowing height alone will not produce or
eliminate bad hops. The turf and good judgment can dictate the mowing height. To
strengthen that opinion, most surveys I have read have indicated that players (and
coaches) could not generally differentiate moderate differences in cutting heights.

Now to address the second question. From an academic perspective, the lower you
mow it, generally the more frequently it should be mowed. The basic recommendation
is to mow no more than 173 of the plant with each mowing. So, if you have a lower
mowing height, it will generally require a reduced
interval between mowings, which may not fit in with a
reduction in maintenance cost. Generally, the higher
the height of cut, the less damage vou see following
use, and the more cushion. Realize that cushion is as
much a result of soil conditions (compaction and soil
moisture mainly) as grass height.

There is another reason to vary mowing height—
turf recovery. Some managers like to let the grass grow
a little higher during the offseason to allow the grass to
fill weak areas, Before the season begins, they slowly
lower the mowing height to the desired playing height.

On the other hand, some turfl managers feel by let-
ting the grass grow tall, you reduce the lower leaves on
the plant, reducing density. By keeping the grass at the
in=season height the grass is conditioned to perform at
that height. From my perspective the choice between
those two theories depends on the desired in-season
height. Turf can be mowed below an optimum height
for special events, but must be allowed to recover if you
want yvour turf to last through the season

Lastly, let me provide a more specific answer to
your question. Your 3-inch height is probably on the
upper end of the suggested mowing range. In my limil-
ed association with northern athletic field grasses. |
would probably suggest a little lower mowing height
during the season (say 2 inches) and perhaps the 3-inch
height during the more stressful summer months. 1 he
2 inch height gives a “cleaner” look and should not
have a ~l}_‘.lui-u'.|||! mpact on |>|‘n\\ni|u,;. wear, ele. and
should fit well with each of the sports field types you mentioned.
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Have Questions?

Send them to Grady Miller at the University of Florida, PO Box
110670, Gainesville, FL 32611, or email gmiller@mail.ifas.ufl.edu. Or,
send them to Dave Minner at lowa State University, 106 Horticulture
Hall, Ames, 1A 50011, or email dminner@iastate.edu.

SPORTSTURF e http://www.greenmediaonline.com


mailto:gmiller@mail.ifas.ufl.edu.
mailto:dminner@iastate.edu.
http://www.greenmediaonline.com

Water-
logged
athletic

Hit a home run by
installing the very best
drainage system that. ..

" s easiest to install

® s least disruptive

" prevents field damage
» maintains schedules

» outlasts other systems
® is cost-effective

drainage systems by Varicore

Contact Varicore Technologies, Inc.
800.978.8007 or Fax 320.978.6607
www.varicore.com

e-mail: service@varicore.com
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