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UV FEATURES FRONT DISC BRAKES
Available this month, the Toro Workman 2110 utility vehicle
features hydraulic self-cleaning front disc and rear drum
brakes, The enhanced braking system allow for increa ed
braking ability and a towing capacity of 1,200 Ib , when u ing
a heavy-duty tow hitch. In addition, the Workman 2110 ha a
powerful 16-hp Briggs & tratton anguard air-cooled ga
engine.

"The front disc brake provide optimum braking perfor-
mance under hilly or heavy load conditions for high productivi-
ty and long-term value,' said i eil Boren tein, Toro enior
marketing manager for vehicles. l The hydraulic brake y tern
offer exceptional trailer towing capacity increa ing the ver atil-

ity of the machine.'
The mid-duty Workman 2110 offer a wide range of attach-

ments uch a a canopy, olid and folding windshield, portable
refreshment center, hard cab, ballfield groomer, bru h guard and bumper
and many more attachment to cu tomize your \Vorkman for your pecific
needs.

The Toro Co./800-803-8676
For information, circle 155

COMMUNICATE IN SPANISH NOW
You can learn to communicate in Spanish without learning the
language. Developed initially for golf course supers it will aid
anyone who needs to instantly find and say what you need to
say in Spanish. Find the words to interact with your crew and
to as ign, follow up, praise and correct job ta ks in seconds.
Browse through the different categories of phrases including
General Maintenance; afety, Training and Performance;
Employment and dministrative: Hou ekeeping and
Standards; Socializing' Equipment, Leader hip; and

anagcment.
The kit include eight audiocassette, workbook, 16 1111-

plc les ons, oral and written exercise, Quick Word
Reference sheet, and glossaries that include nearly 500
phrase to give as ignment and correct i ue.

SpanishSystems/847-772-6474
For information, circle 157
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INFIELD RAKE AND MORE
Thc Cushman Croom 1a tcr for port field u e feature a tight lurninz radius. The
Groom laster is available with either a 16-hp Brigg & tratton Vanguard V-T\\'in or

Kubota 19-hp die el cnsine. The nimble 2- or ..,-whccl hydro talic drive make it
both ca y to drive and productive. The till-up engine cover provide ea y acce s

to aJJ ervicc point.
The Groom ~la tel' i more than just an infield rake. variety of

optional attachments such as a rear and rak , mid-mounted cultiva-
tor that loos ns compacted sand, a fan rake, drag mat, scarifier, level-
inz blade, and spiker are available.
Textron Golf & Turf/888-922-8873
For information, circle 156
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Demand The Absolute Best
For Your Important Turf roiects.

BERMUDAGRASS BLEND

Fast Establishment
Darker Green Dense Turf

Durable and Wear Tolerant
Blended for Variable Conditions

Drought & Heat Resistant
Finer Texture

~o ~~s; •
"'la~~

Dark Green Color
Lower Maintenance Costs

Medium Texture/Excellent Density
Earlier Spring Green-Up

Heat/Cold Tolerant
Late Fall Color

Plant an improved warm climate turfgrass from seed for consistently high quality turf.
Seecled lurfgrasses are easier to establish, environmentally friendly and less expensive to maintain than sod or sprigs.

GOLF COURSES • SPORTS FIELDS

27630 Llewellyn Road
Corvallis, OR 97333
541-757-2663
1-800-253-5766

HOME LAWNS PARKS
Choose LA PRIMA Bermudagrass Blend or Companion Zoysiagrass for their
excellent, proven turf performance. LA PRIMA Bermudagrass Blend is your best
choice for your high profile projects where fast germination and rapid
establishmentare required. Companion Zoysiagrass is an advanced generation
cultivar with superior turf quality that offers outstanding wear tolerance. Both
are perfect varieties for seeding new projects or upgrading your existing turf.,

~
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the front office
bserve,

document,
res and,

follow up
With apologie to tho e of ou who work in areas of the country where your patrons .rarely.

are tuck indoors because of Mother anne, where the heck is Ms. pring? The rest of
merica awaits ou.

With little more than a week left in pril a I write, mo t of the country either has had not
enough rain or too much. nd r ader from here in Illinoi haven't put away their gloves and
tocking caps et, ave for a fev day in mid-month when the temps skyrocketed to all-time highs.

Of cour e low-humidity, sun hine-fill d warm days will mo t likely have arrived by the time
ou read thi. nd with the nice da s will come the people for whom you work so hard: the beer-

league oftball pla er ,the occer moms the urnmer campers, the kids on the playground.
To a i t ou in getting ahead of the game from a liability angle, we asked Greg Petry, execu-

tive director of the aukegan Park Oi trict in uburban Chicago, for orne tips:
"Form a safe committee that meets once a month and keep minutes," Greg ays. "Establish a

procedure to follow up all afety concern, accidents, complaints, and incidents, and create a form
to document complaint or report safety hazard ."

In pect all our facilitie paying pecial attention to portable fire extinguisher, alarm systems,
back flo valve, and boiler, and Videotape all building contents and equipment, he ugge ts. On
your sports fields, ch ck bleacher and benche ,fen ing, pathwa s, turf, base, and signage. "For
special event, ou need to ha e a plan for crowd control, traffic, volunteers, emergency facilities,
and a lightning protocol," reg a s.

n important part of loss control program is our taff. "Di tribute our policy manual to
cveryone and have them acknowledge receipt,' he sa ,"and e tablish di cipline and termination
procedure for safety violation. You also hould have criminal background checks, drug creens
and phy ical completed before an ernplo ee is placed. nd your orientation program must be
thorough."

Do ou ha e all the correct licen ing needed? Doe
dard , Con urner Product afety ornrnis ion tandards tandard ? If applicable, can you
rel on the opinion of a certified sports turf manager? re ou completing vehicle in pections,
dail one for an and bu e ? Gr g a ou need to be on top of everything for an effective risk
management program.

Th re' a lot more to b said about achie ing ucce in the liability and safety
game, 0 if you don't have th information ou hould, find it. t the ery lea t,

ay Greg, you hould alwa be looking for potential hazards, and if orne-
thing doe happen, be prepared to document r pond, and follow up as oon
as po sible. It'll be much ea ier to et joy the nice weather that way, oppo d
to being dep ed in orne lawyer' office becau e you're being ueel.

Oop : We neglected to credit the merican ociety of gronomy for the
illustration on p. 26 in the pril issue.

Comments always welcome.
Call Eric at 630-678-0054, fax 630-678-

0334, email eschroder@aip.com. or send
to PO Box 67, Lombard, IL 60148.
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Too little or too much,

it's a challenge!
STMA members across the country have experienced abnormal winters and, in large blocks

of the US, too little moisture this spring that is affecting the spring sports and will be a

factor in summer wear and tear of their sports fields. Mother Nature has been into extremes

this spring. April showers are supposed to bring May flowers, but those still waiting for the showers

face real challenges. Water restrictions have been imposed in many areas that will have an impact

on the playing conditions of our fields. Now is a good time to communicate with your fellow

members and see how they are planning to cope with this issue.

Living in Florida for many years, we had to deal with this issue on several occasions.

Watering the infield before the games during drought conditions was really tough to explain to

fans whose yards were dead. Communication is key. I promised them my yard looked a lot like

theirs and that watering the infield was required for player safety.

It's also important to explore all your options. A proactive approach will enable you to act

rather than react. I can already tell you wetting agents are in high demand now, so contact your

local vendor (who 1 am sure will be an STMA member) about products. Thcv can make a little

water go a long way!

While all the media coverage is focused on the drought situation, in other areas ot the US, April

showers brought wet field conditions extreme enough to force cancellations

of practices and games. Because every field user group wants to get in all

the games on the original schedule, that means working those missed

games back into slots on fields already heavily scheduled. That so

many fields at so main different levels of play are able to support

these packed schedules is a tribute to the expertise and dedication of

sports turf managers.

Professional & patient
Whether Mother Nature brings you too little or too much

precipitation, do be patient and be professional in how you handle

your water management issues.

\ o u , while those spring sports are in full swing, is a great time to

start taking photos ot your fields to enter for the STMA Field of the

Year awards consideration. The best time to begin planning your

awards presentation is now. Take a scries of photos, to show the

before, during, and after views to demonstrate how your field

changes throughout the season. You will reap other benefits

besides using the photos to develop a great presentation pack-

age illustrating your field operations for awards consideration.

I have found that taking photos on a weekly basis helps

in detecting problems on your fields. Since you arc on the fields daily, it's tough to see the turf

changes/problems in their early stages. Comparison of the weekly photos can make those differ-

ences stand out so it's easier for you to catch them.

You can also use photos to document on-field events, especially those where play takes place

in poor weather conditions. Those too wet and too dry situations arc prime examples. A before,

during, and after photo series for such events may help you explain to field user groups, coaches,

and supervisors win it may be necessary to limit or cancel play in bad weather.

Keep an eye on the STMA website as well (www.sportsturfmanager.com). It's a great place to

catch up on industry news, connect with others on key issues of the day, or post a question for

quick networking feedback. You can also contact any of the STMA Board members or STMA

I (eadquarters with ideas to share or for additional resources. Your inpnt is always welcome. You

can contact me directly via email at murrayc@brickrnangroup.com.

Murray Cook,
STMA President

Whatever
your game

on our turf,
From the savage thrashing of rugby,

to the deep divots of a weekend
golfer, one of our 36 varieties

will be the right turfgrass
for your application.

Call us today
888-NEW-GRASS

6 3 9 A 1 27
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"Making a possitive impact on your enviornment."
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Field of the Year

Ce y of CarroLLton's
h oftbaLLc •n

C pL x ar s he
2001 SoftbaLT

ofL '/I ar A ard
BY STEVE AND SUZ TRUSTY

8 May 2002

The Championship "CREE "Field of the Mclnnish Softball ornplex ear-ned
the ST 200 I oftball Field of the Year ward in the Parks and Recreation
Divi ion. This i one of the five oftball fields within the ity of Carrollton, '1 ,

cInni h Complex and is an cmplary example of an outstanding athletic facility in
the Dallas Metrople .

The current population of the arrollton is 111,000, with growing room to reach
appro, irnately 125,000. Thi sports-oriented community ha supported the develop-
ment of it ports faeilitie and u e them e tensively.

ndy Babbitt, athletic manazcr for Carrollton Park and Recreation, a s, "The
c1nni h Sport omplex i not onl home to the five oftball fields, but al 0 to i

baseball fields, nine occer field, and an additional five oecer fields in the R. :E.
Good Comple: contained within the clnni h ite. Th City' [o ey Ran h Com ple

home to eleven field: five ba eball, two football and four girl' oftball fields."
nd there's more to come. Babbitt ays, "The ity ha approved a major bond

uc that will add 12 more occer field to the Mclnni h omplex, at the co t of
appro .imatel 2 million, and develop the new T. C. Ric Complex. The 10 million
first pha e of the T. C. Rice project will include ix adult oftball fields, fi c girls oft-
ball fields, and a multi-usc, lighted facility-for a combination football, oecer and
track-that will have eating for 2,000. on lruction will begin the la t quarter of
2002, with play projected for 2004."

s isting Babbitt in overseeing all thi is athletic field, upervi or, ason Ward.
Ward is in charge of field maintenance and port organization outreach. Babbitt a ,
" /la on tarted as a crew member on th athletic field t am 13 cars ago, so he' cov-
ered every a, peet of field care and under tand the comple ities of keeping so many
different fields ready for play."
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January
• Check base pins and replace

bases and pitching rubber
• Mow overseeded perennial

ryegrass to 1.5 inch height,
once per week

• Drag field once per week to
prevent valleys, hills and
grass invasion

• Add additional infield material

February
• Mow overseeded perennial

ryegrass to 1. 5 inch height,
twice per week

• Drag field at least once per
week, and as many times as
needed for each tournament

• Irrigate if weather condi-
tions require it

• Edge around turf perimeter
to keep sharp edges for
games

March & April
• Mow overseeded perennial ryegrass to 1 inch height,

twice per week
• Drag and prepare infield each day for league play
• Fertilize with 15-5-10
• Topdress with sand
• Irrigate twice a week (20 minutes per outfield zone; 5

minutes per infield zone)
• Slice aerate once in April
• Adjust mowing if needed as perennial ryegrass phases out

and bermudagrass takes over
• Edge around turf perimeter to keep sharp edges for games
• Apply weed control if needed following standard IPM pro-

cedures

May, June, July, August & September
• Mow bermudagrass to 1 inch height, twice per week
• Drag and prepare infield each day for league play
• Slice aerate twice per month
• Irrigate infield daily (8 minutes per station); outfield

three times weekly (30 minutes per station)

• Edge around turf perimeter to keep sharp edges games
(once a month in June and July)

• Sod cut edges to keep lip down and field level in May
• Fertilize with 15-5-10 in May and August
• Topdress with sand in May and August
• Apply fire ant and other insect control if needed following

standard IPM procedures

October
• Slice aerate in two different directions
• Overseed with perennial ryegrass and top dress with sand
• Mow bermudagrass to 1. 2 5 inch, twice a week
• Drag and prepare infield each day for league play
• Irrigate twice a week (20 minutes per outfield zone; 5

minutes per infield zone)
• Edge around turf perimeter to keep sharp edges for games

November & December
• Mow overseeded perennial ryegrass to 1. 5 inch height,

twice per week
• Drag field at least once per week, and as many times as

needed for tournament or league play
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