STMA in Action

Pro football

fan alert

ou've seen it on TV —the Pro Football Hall of Fame Enshrinement Celebration.
You've walched the Hall of Fame Game, ABC's Monday Night Football “official”
kickoff to the new season. This year, vou and one of your friends could be at the
game, live and in person!
Here is the impressive Class of 2002 you'll see inducted:
*  Coach George Allen, who racked up regular season stats of 49-17-4 with the
Los Angeles Rams and 67-30-1 with the Washington Redskins in his 12 years of
NI'L coaching.
¢ Tight end Dave Casper, dubbed “The Ghost,” who was not only an outstand-
ing receiver, but also a great blocker. The phrase “( shost to the Post™ was
coined to note his 42-yard reception in the Raiders 1977 double-overtime win
in the AFC playoff game with the Baltimore Colts,

e Defensive end Dan Hampton, a first-round pick of the Chicago Bears in 1979,

who eamed the nickname “Danimal” for his aggressive style of play.

e Quarterback Jim Kelly, who led the Buffalo Bills to four consecutive Super

Bowl appearances with his mastery of the infamous “no-hnddle” offense.

o Wide receiver John Stallworth, who racked up 537 passes for 8,723 yards and 63

touchdowns to help carry the Pittsburgh Steelers to four Super Bowl victories.
Besides that, you and ene of your friends could rub shoulders with these inductees
at the Hall of Fame Tailgate Party. And you both could play in a Golf Seramble with
some of the NFLs legends or test your skills in the NFL Experience.
['his NFL Hall of Fame Game and golf scramble package is included in the draw-
ing offer the SAFE Foundation is running as a fundraiser for SAFE (Safer Athletic
Field Environments).
I'he package for two (one winner, and his or her guest) consists of the following:
o Admission for two to the Pro Football Hall of Fame (HOF), August 4, 2002.
® Admission for two to the NFL Experience, August 4
e Twoslots in the 2002 HOF Golf Scramble at Shady Hollow Country Club,
August 5

e  Admission for two to the HOF Tailgate Party, August 5

e Two Tickels to the 2002 NFL, HOF Game, Houston Texans vs. New York
Giants, August 5

* Special Parking ( sredential

*  Hotel room for the nights of August 4 and 5

This year’s Hall of Fame game in Canton,
OH, features the expansion Houston Texans
vs. the New York Giants. You could be there!
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HOF inductees you might meet include
George Allen, Dave Casper, Dan Hampton,
Jim Kelly, and John Stallworth.

e Travel for two to and from Canton,
OH, for these events

Please Note: Winner is responsible
for all other expenses not outlined

above

You have the opportunity
to win this great Hall of Fame
package and meet and mingle
with NFL legends! The cost of one
chance in the drawing 15 a $5 dona-
tion to SAFE. Or, lo get a volume discount,
purch:mc five chances for $20.

I'ickets are available through SAFE and STMA Headquarters, through your local
chapter, or downloaded from the STMA website: www.sportsturfranager.com.

The drawing will be held July 4, and the winner will be notified on July 5. Please
mail your donation (one entry per $5, or five entries per $20) to the address below. Be
sure o enclose a note with your daytime telephone number, and make checks payable
to “SAFE Foundation.”

SAFE Foundation

Attn: Hall of Fame game

1027 S 3rd Street

Council Bluffs, IA 51503

E-mail: SAFE@st.omhcoxmail.com

SAFE’s Mission Statement is “to support sports field-specific research, educational
programs and environmental concems to promote user safety,” and SAI'E’s Vision is
“to use science as the foundation to benefit sports fields in areas of playability, user
safety and the environment.” Proceeds from this drawing will be applied to sports spe-
cific research through the SAFE Foundation, so—through your participation—the

entire industry wins!

Speaking of ex-Steeler wideouts, here’s
Lynn Swann with the Tami Ditzler, wife of
last year's winner Dave Ditzler.
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STMA Chapter News

Virginia Sports Turf Managers Association: The
Virginia Chapter will hold a Field Day from 8:00 am to
3:00 pm on June 14 at Nottoway Park in Vienna,
Events will include an overview of the Fairfax County
Athletic Fields by Bob Studholme and Dan Sutherland
of the Fairfax County Park Authority. IField
Maintenance Demonstrations, and Equipment
Demonstrations and Vendor Displays. For information
on this event, contact Bob Studholme via e-mail:
rstudh@fairfaxcounty.gov or at703-324-8390.

VSTMA also will participate in the Virgima Tech
Field Day July 30 and 31. For information, contact David
MeKissack via email: turfl@vtedu or at 540-231-5897.

For information on the Virginia Chapter, or other
upcoming events, contact: Randy Buchanan, County of
Henrico Reereation and Parks, via e-mail:
buch6@co.henrico.va.ns or at 804-261-8213.

Sports Turf Managers Association of Arizona: The
Arizona Chapter's Turf in the Pines educational semi-
nar will take place on June 14. Morning session topics
include: Cool Season Weed Confrol; Spray Calibration;
and Maintenance Calendar for High Country
Athletic Fields, presented by Dr. Dave Kopec.
Following lunch, a representative from Hunter
Industries will cover Irrigation ‘Iroubleshooting
and Technical Updates. Contact Felip Garcia at
928-774-2868,

For information on the chapter, or upcoming
events, contact Chris Caleaterra at e-mail:
chrisc@peoriaaz.com or tel. 623-412-4231 or Bill
Murphy, at e-mail: bmurphy@eci scottsdale.az.us
or tel. 480-312-7956.

MO-KAN Sports Turf Managers Association:
The MO-Kan Chapter will hold a Summer Turf
Management Field Day from 8:00 AM to 2:00
PM on June 19 at Liberty High School. This event will
focus on all aspects of Bermudagrass establishment and
maintenance on sand base and native soil fields and will
contain a laser grading session that will include the
mathematies of dual slope laser grading, laser grader
setup and the opportunity for you to operate a grader
blade with laser controls.

For information on the MO-KAN STMA Chapter,
or upcoming events, call Jody Gill at 913-239-4121;
Gary Custis at 816-460-6215, or Mike Green at 913-
208-6158.

Michigan Sports Turf Managers Association
(MiSTMA): The Michigan Chapler’s annual meeting
will be held on June 21 at Okemos High School in
Okemos. The moming session will include: MiSTMA
Update, Turfgrass Environmental Education Program,
History and Future of Sports Turf, Field Safety and
Maintenance Issues, and National STMA Update
Following lunch, attendees will tour Michigan State
University Athletic Field Research and Okemos High
School athletic fields.

MISTMA also will join the Ohio Chapter for a
summer workshop with the Toledo Mudhens on June
26 at the new 383rd Field in downtown Toledo. The
MSUMTEMISTMA field day will be hosted by the
MTF at Michigan State University on August 13. This
evenl will team sports furf managers and business

managers with a focus on the business end of main-
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taining sports fields,

For information on the Chapter or pending events,
contact MiSTMA Headquarters at 517-712-3407, or email
Amy Fouty, University of Michigan, at fouty@umich.edu,
or go to www.mistma.org to visit the chapter’s new website.

Keystone Athletic Field Managers Organization
(KAFMO/STMA): KAFMO will hold a 3-Day Sports
Turf Managers School at Lebanon Valley College June
24-26. Participant registration offers a lodging option or
a commuter option. Day | topies melude: Irrigation
Systems; Drainage, Spreader Calibration; Calibration
Math; Turfgrass Identification, and Efficient Water Use.
Day 2 topics include: Laser Layout, Find Lining and
Logo Painting, Weed Identification and Management,
Fertilization, and Football Field Renovation. Day 3
includes: the topic of Professionalism, Equipment
Demonstrations, and Vendor Displays. For information
on the KAFMO/STMA Chapter or upcoming events,
contact Dan Douglas, Reading Phillies Baseball Club, at
tel. 610-375-8469, ext. 212; or e-mail to:

kafmo@aol.com.

4

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey:
The SFMAN] Chapter, in cooperation with Rutgers
University and Hunterdon Central Regional High
School, will present “Chronicle of a Football Field"
on June 25 at 6:30 pm at Hunterdon Regional High
School in Flemington. Barry lmboden, Supervisor of
Grounds/Maintenance for the high school, will detail
the chain of events leading to the current foothall
ficld renovation. This event will include the educa-
tional presentation, a tour of the field, and a question
and answer session,

The Chapter also is planning an August 8 Work
Shop and Demonstration Session.

IFor information on the New Jersey Chapter, o
upcoming events, call Fred Castenschiold at 908-722-
9830); or call Eleanora Murfitt, al 908-236-9118; e-mail
to SEMAN]CHAPTER@ netscape.net.

Tennessee Valley Sports Turf Managers Association
(TVSTMA): ‘TVSTMA will hold a joint meeting with
the Tennessee Turigrass Association at the University of
Tennessee in Knoxville on June 25. The Chapter also is
planning a July 18 event at Bellevue Baptist Church in
Memphis, TN

For information on the TVSTMA Chapter, or
upcoming events, call Bill Marbet, Southern Athletic
Fields, Inc., at 931-380-0023 or S00-837-5062.

fowa Sports Turf Managers Association: The lowa
Chapter is planning a New Construction and
Renovation Workshop for June 25 at Grinnell College.

The lowa Turfgrass, Nursery & Landscape Field Day
will be held July 18 at the ISU Horticulture Research
Station north of Ames. Registration begins at 7:30 am.
Pre-registration 1s strongly recommended. Morning tours
begin at 9:00 am. The Sports Turf Tour includes: Sand
Field Fertility, Pre-emergence Weed Control, Seeded
Bermuda Traffic Study, Variable Traffic Intensity Study,
Summer Patch Control, Turf Painting ‘Trial, Species
Traffic Study, Kentucky Bluegrass and Fine Fescue
Variety Trial, and Equipment and Product
Demonstrations. Lunch will be followed by a Mower
Safety Demonstration and the choice of three options:
Product Demonstrations; Pesticide Applicator Training;
and Turf, Weed, Disease and Insect 1D.

For information on the lowa (:lluplcr, or upcoming
activities, contact Lori Westrum of The Turf Office at
tel. 515-232-8222, or fax 515-232-8228, or e-mail:

Lori@iowaturfgrass.org,

Ohio Sports Turf Managers Association
(OSTMA): The OSTMA chapter will host a
summer workshop with the Toledo Mudhens on
June 26 at the new 5/3rd Field in downtown
Toledo. Educational sessions will be conducted
by Jeff Limburg, Head Sports Field Manager,
and the OSTMA. The MISTMA Chapter also
has been invited to participate. Tickets will be
available so attendees can catch the ballgame
following the workshop.

OSTMA will take part in a Joint Golf
Outing with the Ohio Lawn Care Association on
Julv 25 at Apple Valley Golf Course in Mt
Vernon.

For information on the OSTMA Chapter, or
upcoming events, call OSTMA Headguarters at 740-
4524541 or Boyd Montgomery at 419-885-1982; or visit

the chapter’s website at www.glstma.org.

Colorado Sports Turf Managers Association: The
Colorado Chapter is planning a Summer Workshop in
the City of Aurora on July 9. Soccer, football, baseball,
and softball field maintenance issues will be covered.

The CSTMA 2002 Lawnmower Man Open golf
tournament will be held at Westwoods Golf Course in
Arvada on July 23.

For information on the Colorado Chapter, or
upcoming activities, visit the Chapter’s website —
wiww.CSTMAorg, or call the CSTMA Chapter Hotline
at 303-346-8954.

Minnesota Chapter STMA: The Minnesota
Chapter challenges the lowa Chapter to the annual
“Chapter Clash” on July 12-13. The MSTMA Seminar
on Wheels will be held on August 9

As its Community Service Project, MSTMA will be
.\t']l..'t'lulx_; a local baseball/softball field to renovate based
on written entries received by the MSTMA Chapter
Office. For more information contact Mike McDonald,
CSIM, at tel. 612-625-6097.

For information on the Minnesota Chapter, or upcom-
ing events, contact Jeff Hintz, Bethel College & Seminary,
St. Panl, at tel. 651-638-6075 or e-muail: i-hintz@bethel edu.

continued on next page
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Industrybooks.com

BOOKSTORE

OFFERS SportsTurf readers a
one-stop shop for all books
on turf and related topics.
We promise to provide the
best reference materials to
help build and maintain your
business. If you would like
additional information on our
titles or would like to suggest
a title or subject not shown,
please contact us toll free at
800-203-2552 or online at
www.industrybooks.com.

All Sales Are Final

- »
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THATCH-MASTER

48" & 60"
FINE TURF VERTI-CUT

== . e T

1. Commercial quality fine turf verti-cut
2. PTO powered - 20 to 30 H.P.
3. Thin (.060) blades do NOT leave grooves
4. Extremely low maintenance
5. Fast

Turf Specialties, Inc.
320 Third Street, S.W.
Winter Haven, FL 33880
Telephone: (863) 289-3330

Cushmane
Envirojet™

The Cushman® Envirojet™ pull-behind
chemical injection system applies
amendments directly to the turf root
zone. The patented system cleanly and
safely saturates the target area to
apply fertilizer, treat fungal infestations
or other applications. For the name of
your local Cushman® Envirojet™ dealer,
or a FREE demonstration, just call
1-888-822-TURF (8873).

Cushman® Is a registered trademark of Textron Golf,
Turf and Specialty Products, all rights reserved.

Circle 121 on card or www.OneRS net/206sp-121

Circle 120 on card or www.OneRS.net/206sp-120

The Florida Chapter will hold a Workshop at the
Dolphins Traming Camp in Davie on July 16. The educa-
tional focus is on fertilization of athletic fields in Florida.

For information on the Florida Chapter, or pt.‘]lt'lill!;
activities, call John Mascaro at 954-3413115

North Texas Sports Turf Managers Association: The

NTSTMA Chapter is planning a July Sports Field
Educational Program with the main topics being aeriti-
cation, topdressing, soil amendments and o erseeding,
I'he confirmed date and location will be announced
soon. For information on the North Texas Chapter, or
pending activities, contact Scott Piecha at §17-831 4505

or sspiecha@ aol.com or Rene Asprion at 972-647-3 393,

or visit the website at www.nistma.org

Midwest Chapter STMA: The Midwest Chapter
will hold its Tour on Wheels in late August.

For information on the Midwest Chapter, or pend-
ing aclivities, visit the (:h;lp'tvr'\ wehsite,

hitp:mestma.org/, or call Libby Baker at §47-263-7603 or

email Bake60ftoin@aol.com.

Southern California Chapter: For information on
the Southem California Chapler, or pending activities,
call Ron Kirkpatrick at 858-453-1755.

Northern California Chapter of the Sports Turf

Managers Association: For information on the Nor-l al

Chapter, or pending events, call Janet Gift at 530-758-4200,
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The Greater LA Basin Chapter of the Sports Turf
Managers Association: For information on the Chapter
or pending events, call Steve Dugas, California State
Universitv-Fullerton, at 714-278 - 3929 or email

sdugas@ fullerton.edu.

Gateway Chapter Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on the Gateway Chapter,
or upcoming events, call Mike Krone, Missouri Baptist

College, 314-392-2328 or email krone@ mobap.edu.

Indiana Chapter: For information on the Indiana
Chapter, or pending activities, call Terry Updike, B & B
Fertilizer, at 219-356-8424.

Nebraska Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the Nebraska Chapter, or upcoming
events, call Gregg Bostelman, City of Grand Island, at
308-385-5426.

Mid-Atlantic Athletic Field Managers Organization
(MAFMO Chapter STMA): For information on the
MAFMO Chapter, or pending activities, call the Hotline

at 410-290-5652.

South Texas Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the South Texas Chapter, or upcoming
events, call Craig Potts, Texas A & M Univerity, at tel.

070.458-8841 or e-mail: CPotts@athletics.tamu.edu.

Wisconsin Sports Turf Managers Association: For

more information on the Wisconsin (I||;|1)lu. or other
pending events, call Richard Miller at 608-756-1150.

Georgia: A new Chapter is forming in Georgia. GA-
STMA will have a booth and members will be teaching
classes at the Georgia Recreation and Parks Association
(GRPA)-Facilities & Grounds Section Field Day on June
26 at Lost Mountain Park.

For information on the forming chapter, or for Field
Day Event and Registration information, contact Lori
Turek at 770-509-3663 or gastma@earthlink.net.

Pacific Northwest: For information on the chapter
forming in the Washington/Oregon area, contact in
Washington, Jay Warnick at 425-893-5130) or
JayW@Seahawks.com or in Oregon, Mike Wagner at
541-346-5436 or MWagner@Oregon.UOregon.edu.

Kentucky: For information on the chapter forming
in Kentucky, contact Tom Nielsen at TNielsen@bats-
haseball.com or Aaron Boggs at AVBoggs@netscape.nel.

Las Vegas: For information on the chapter develop-
ing in Las Vegas, contact Rod Smith, Grounds
Manager/Cashman Center at e-mail: rms@lveva.com or
at tel. 702-386-7 1440).

New York: For information on the chapter forming
in Central New York, contact Kevin Meredith, National
Soccer Hall of Fame, at e-mail: Kevin@wpe.com or at

tel. 607-432-2953
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The SpraMate is a dedicated spraying vehicle,
ideal for all types of chemical application.
The hydraulically-driven centrifugal pumping
system with Quadr-Jet agitation ensures total
chemical mixing.

The low-profile poly tanks on the SpraMate
come in two sizes, 160- and 210-gallons; and
the patented fill well spill-moat and locking lid
reduces chemical spills. A 21-inch low-profile
boom and electronic spray control package
comes standard, along with the option of a hose
reel and walking boom.

For more information regarding the SpraMate, and
Broyhill's complete line of nuf sprayers, vacuums, line
markers, wtility vehicles, and general grooming
equipment, contact Myron Sargisson at

1.800.228.1003 ext. 34, email: Brovhilsal@aol.com,
or www.brovhill.com.

Circle 122 on card or www.OneRS.net/206sp-122

Spreader/Seeder/
Light Topdresser

Spread Fertilizer/Seed/Sand/Lime/
or any Dry-Flowable Material with
One Simple Low-Cost Machine

GroundsControl Products
P.O. Box 2179

Clarksdale, MS 38614
Toll-Free 1-877-263-8873

www.groundscontrolproducts.com

STRIP, MULCH and LOAD up to
3 ACRES of SOD PER DAY with the

KORO FIELD
TOPMAKER

Strip and remove a layer of turf
from a half-inch to 2 inches deep,
making the resodding of tees,
greens, fairways and sports fields
quicker and more efficient.
The Field TopMaker is available in
two models.

Call Toll Free
866-KOROUSA (567-6872)
or www.korosystems.com

Circle 123 on card or www.0OneRS.net/206sp-123
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SANNIHILETENEEDS:
WITHOUT SPRAVING

For more information on Confront,
contact your nearest Lebanon Dealer
or call 1-800-233-0628. Or visit our
website at www.lebturf.com.

PERMANENT
PITCHER'S MOUNDS
& BATTERS BOXES

Save time and money with these patented, poured red

polyurethane, permanent outdoor Pitcher's Mound and
Batter's Box Pads. Legal in College, High School, Babe
Ruth, Pony and Litlle League Baseball, Great for recreational
fields! Bury 2 below surface, eliminating deep holes and
95% of the maintenance in these high wear areas! Safe,
long-lasting and provides the feel of properly packed
clay. On-Deck Circles and Fungo Pads also available with
non-skid granular surface. Some of the over 200 baseball
and softball products available from "Your One-Stop Source

lor America's Leading Baseball Surfaces and Supplies:”

PARTAC® /BEAM CLAY"®
800-247-BEAM

Circle 125 on card or www.OneRS.net/206sp-125
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The ultimate solution for wet grounds!

A cross-section of our
sandslit drainage system

www.sportsturfdrainage.com
sportsturf@charter.net
(828)687-2350 [office]
(828)776-9660 [mobile]

Circle 127 on card or www.OneRS.net/206sp-127
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Classifieds

For classified advertising rate information,

contact Chris Dziubla at 630-295-9617.

GOT PAINT?

GET 1IT!

AFM

(Athletic Field
Markings)

VERTI-DRAINS AND MORE

Nation’s #1 Distributor has trade-in’s for
greens, tees, fairways & sportsfields.

305.200 VD 80" W/W 0-16" DPTH $6500
305.200H VD 80" W/W 0-18" DPTH $6000
305.250H VD 96" W/W 0-18" DPTH $7995
Ryan GA 60 Fairway unit $4900

y
rec
www.franklinpaint.com

1-800-486-03041

HELP WANTED

Level Spike 60"
Multi Spike 48"
Seeder/Dresser 48"

Commercial Turf & Tractor 800-748-7497
www.commercialturfandtractor.com

10" DPTH $3000
10" DPTH $2700
$6995

Independent Reps, Distributors & Dealers
Wanted to represent Garick & Paygro product lines.
Regional and national opportunities.

Bulk and/or bagged recreational surfacing
products. Opportunities in certain geographical
market areas for our brand name product lines:
Recreational Surfaces, Kids Karpet™, and
Designated Dryer™, Calcined Clays for athletic
fields.

Can represent one, multiple or all
depending on areas available.

Visit www.garick.com
Or call 1-800-2GARICK ext. 40.

Please mention this code: rep/spotur/060102

Sales territories open to establish new markets in
FL,NC, SC, MS, LA, TX, TN, KY,AR for Mfg Reps
for athletic field marking paints. Fax resume to
352-376-4579 or email sales@suntecpaint.com.

-
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Advertising
Sales Staff

CT, DC, DE, IN, MA, ME, MI, NH,

NJ, NY, OH, PA, RI, VT
Paul Garris
35 Greenbriar,
Aurora, OH 44202
(330) 562-2512,
(330) 562-3512 (fax)

pgarris@mail.aip.com

AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NM,
NV, OR, UT, WA, WY
John Bolduc
P.0. Box 12357
Orange, CA 92859
(714) 538-4730,

(714) 538-4785 (fax)

jbolduc@mail.aip.com

AL, AR, FL, GA, KS, KY, LA, MD, MS,

NC, OK, SC, TN, TX, VA, WV
Deanna Morgan
2565 N. Arbor Trail,
Marietta, GA 30066
(678) 445-5211,
(678) 445-5611 (fax)

dmorgan@mail.aip.com

IA, IL, MN, MO, NE, ND, SD, Wi
Colleen Murphy
Millennium Marketing Group, Ltd.
2028 N. Stanton Ct.,
Arlington Heights, IL 60004
(847) 590-1162,

(847) 590-1163 (fax)
cmmurphy@earthlink.net
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BY DR. Dave MINNER, PH.D., ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, Iowa STATE UNIVERSITY

Crazy after

all

these years

I am very fortunate to be sprigging all my own fields after purchasing my own sprig
planter. Our school district is very supportive of promoting safe fields. 1 am currently getting
ready to put in-a field im which I am going to try a combination of “Quickstand” and
“Baby" Bermudugrass. | like the density of Baby and the wear tolerance of Quickstand.
We have actually used 20-0unce round up to the acre over the top of Quickstand and
Baby to transition out rye and other undesirable weeds with no damage to our bermuda.
Am | erazy for combining the two varieties?

Damon Ervie, Director of Field
and Grounds for Liberty Schools
Liberty, MO

ot have probably received as much difference in

opinion on this subject as there is difference in

appearance of these two bermudagrass vaneties.
Just like mixing the grasses | have a mixed opinion on
the possible outcome, but I am clearly behind your ini-
tiative to discover an improved grass system,

My guess is that in time the Quickstand may over-
take the Baby because Quickstand has better winter tol-
erance and spreads faster over the surface. If you follow
my rationale on planting a multitude of different grass-
es to produce the best biomas then what you propose
”h‘l_\' not h{_' S0 CFRAZY. 'l'llt: prﬂh]t‘.ll]. or risk. comes iﬂ
what expectations you have for the field. If this is a
highly visible competition field then you may have
some explaining to do if the appearance is not-so-uni-
form because of patches of coarser bermuda
{Quickstand) mixed in with patches of finer texture
bermuda (Baby).

If the area is used for soccer you may find that the
smoothness of the surface may be compromised at times
because of the differential in green-up and vertical
growth rate for these very different bermudagrass vari-
eties. If you are overseeding with tye, the two different
grasses may also transition differently. If you are not so worried about appearance and
more concerned about density and cover then this could possibly give you the dual ben-
efit that you seek—a dense mat from Baby and fast recovery from Quickstand.

Which will dominate in the intense traffic areas? My guess again is that the
Quickstand will dominate the intense traffic areas if the turf is ever wom very thin and
allowed to recover by spreading. The fact is that we just can’t say for sure just how
these two grasses perform when planted together. My guess is that they will segregate
into separate patches, but my hope is that they will blend together more uniformly to
provide a denser mat that takes longer to wear thin,

I do a lot of playing around with ideas like this on practice fields and in areas
where failure or unexpected results can’t hurt me. That's where 1 would start with a
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project like this to gain some first hand experience. Stick to your guns, be prepared to
wipe the egz off of your face, and like all good researchers go where the results take you.

Is it a crazy idea? Mixing cool season grass varieties is a common practice to achieve
better genetic diversity and combine attributes from each grass. But vegetative tvpes of
bermudagrass are grown as monocultures in sod farms and mixtures are seldom attempt-
ed. The thought of contaminating one variety of bermuda with another is so unpalatable
to sod producers that such a mixture on purpose would seem blasphemous. However, |
do like your initiative to rank turf cover and playing performance ahead of appearance for
some fields; there will be a special place for you in the Athletic Field Safety Hall of Fame.

If it is any consolation, here are a few things that started out as a crazy idea and
ended up as standard operating procedure: seeding rvegrass at anything over 7 pounds.
per 1000 square feet.; cutting sod 2 inches thick for
anything; sticking a l-inch steel rod in the ground over
and over and over—vertidrain; topdressing with
chopped np tires; growing grass in sand; pregerminat-
ing seed: and one of my favorites that is still being test-
ed, seeding bermudagrass as an annual to patch womn
northern fields,

There may be a big difference of opinion as to the
outcome of mixing Quickstand and Baby, but one thing
we can all agree on is that you will be the first one to do
it. My recommendation is that sports hurf managers
need to explore ideas such as this that have a reasonable
chance of success, but do them in areas where an
incomplete suceess won't compromise vour job.

Last year | included monocultures of Quickstand
and a common vegetative bermudagrass in my lowa
traffic trials. This vear I'm adding a treatment mixing
Quickstand and Baby just for you. We can share our
notes with the other nuts at the 2003 STMA
Conference in San Antonio. Don't forget to take some

pictures or your bermudagrass mixtures,

As a side note let me encourage all of you to pur-
chase a digital (or other) camera and use it in your
work to document the problems and solutions related
to your job. If vou are digging up buried problems, you better take a picture before
vou bury it up again. Pictures of your field-related problems and questions certainly
help my diagnosis and recommendations for your specific situation, so keep those jpgs
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and mpgs coming,

Have Questions?

Send them to Dave Minner at lowa State University, 106 Horticulture
Hall, Ames, 1A 50011, or email dminner@iastate.edu. Or, send them
to Grady Miller at the University of Florida, PO Box 110670,
Gainesville, FL 32611, or email gmiller@mail.ifas.ufl.edu.
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Water-
logged
athletic

Take a bite out of downtime
by installing the very best
drainage system that...

= is easiest to install

® js least disruptive

» prevents field damage
» maintains schedules

s outlasts other systems
® is cost-effective
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drainage systems by Varicor

Contact Varicore Technologies, Inc.
800.978.8007 or Fax 320.978.6607
www.varicore.com

e-mail; service @varicore.com
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