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Redefining Renovation.
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Alwayswead _aﬁ‘;j follow label directions.

We don’t make the turf. We make it better.

The reasons for renovating may vary, but the desired result is always the same—a perfect stand of lush, beautiful turf. Basamid, the

only granular soil fumigant on the market, is the quickest, most dependable way to achieve that result. Basamid penetrates deep to sterilize the soil
and quickly eliminate virtually all weeds, nematodes, grasses and soil diseases. Plus, the nonrestricted, granular formulation of Basamid requires no
complicated application equipment or tarps, offering you the flexibility to renovate one end zone or 100 yards. You can even reseed and get your new

turf off to a healthy, vigorous start in as little as 10 to 12 days. Basamid makes traveling the road to perfection smoother than ever before.

To leam more about how you can start down the road to perfection with Basamid, visit www.turffacts.com or call 1-800-545-9525.

BASF
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MVP's

BETTER TURF BREATHING
Ryan GA-60 and GA-60 PT aerators are effective tow-behind and PTO-driven
reciprocating fairway machines. With heavy-duty twin aerating heads and floating
turf guards, both models deliver greens-caliber aeration even on undu-
lating turf, says the manufacturer.
With their 5-fi-wide aerating span, they can handle up to 1.1
acres per hour and core to a maximum depth of 4 in. Choose the
standard 3/4-in., open-side design or one of the many other
tines available. Quint tines also available.
Textron Golf & Turf/888-922-TURF
For more information, circle 157

SOIL CONDITIONERS

Designed to meet the challenges of wet, dry or com-
pacted fields, these soil conditioners have been the choice
of professional turf managers to build and maintain win-
ning football, baseball, and soccer fields for many seasons,
says the manufacturer. They manage moisture and ease
compaction on your field. Soilmaster’s cation exchange
capacity also enables it to store fertilizer and nutrients for
plant growth. Soilmaster for Turf is optimized for clay-based
sports fields and Soilmaster Plus is specially formulated for

sand-based fields.
Pro's Choice/800-634-0315
For information, circle 205

DOUBLE FIRST BASE

The Double First Base by AFP Soft ‘Touch provides the fielder and
runner each with their own base, helping reduce the chance of collisions
at first. AFP uses Stay Down Convertible ground anchor to fit your existing
I-in. stake or 1 1/2-in. sleeve. This model is available with 12-in. spike

mounting to adapt to any field.
These doubles also come in sets consisting of the Double First, Second
Base, and Third Base. The bases are also available in The Soft Touch Double,
which allows the use of these bases without having to change any anchor system
on your playing field.
AFP Soft Touch/800-965-4690
For information, circle 156
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For perfect diamonds
as easy as 1,2,3!

1. EDGE IT

With its adjustable guide shoe, the Bannerman Diamond Edger is
surprisingly easy-to-use. lts three-inch blade depth and reversible, 20-
inch concave disc work together to quickly eliminate ridging. Debris is a2 4
spiraled into the infield for fast and easy clean-yp. ~ PeN? Foee:mopsLro ez

- 2. GROOM IT

The Diamond-Master® (pictured) and Ballpark-6® groomers will give
your ball diamonds a surface just like the professional teams demand,
Co i’ s and reduce the time, effort and labour requwed to do the job.
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The Bannerman Wetliner is a simple, practical tool for line marking of
turf surfaces. Other wet liners spray, while our Wetliner paints each
blade of grass to the ground for solid, longer lasting lines. Paint saver
roller is available as an option.

4'I Kelfleld Sl'reet Rexdale, | OI.I'Ii‘CII'IO, Canad'a EIM9W' 5A3
CANADA 1-800-325-4871
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The eyes of a :
(baseball) nation

ary VandenBerg didn't like the pay much but he couldn’t pass up the opportunity to work
in major league baseball (MLB) when the late STMA founder Harry “Pops” Gill offered
him a job. Gary's love of baseball overwhelmed evervthing, including the paycheck.

By the time you read this, 22 years later, VandenBerg's groundskeeping experience will have
been displayed for the entire baseball world during the All-Star Game at Milwaukee’s Miller Park.
I spoke with him just about a month before the Big Event, which is much more than simply an
exhibition game between the two major leagues’ elite players. In fact, MLB personnel were already
at Miller Park working when we talked.

“There’s the Futures Game, a Celebrity Softball Game, and the Home Run Derby before the
big game,” Gary said. “The most pressure during the entire week though will be to build a 300-
foot long fence in 6 minutes for the Celebrity Softball game. This is a new fence made specifically
for this event so we'll make some practice runs at putting it together. My crew plus about 30 vol-
unteers will get it done.”

The challenge is not to be ready for just a Tuesday night game, but to care for and protect the
turf for a week before the game, too. The on-field rehearsals for the pre-game show begin every day
a week before the first event and include the same production crew that worked the last Super
Bowl halftime (let’s hope Bono stays in Africa this time).

“Of course | want to protect the field and have it looking good for the 15-20 cameras and over-
head blimp that cover every angle,” said Gary. “All our preparation and watering must be done
from 4 to 8 a.m. because every day and night some practice is going on. With so much going on it
will be difficult to keep everything 100%.

“I'm excited about all the work that's already started. I'm sure I'll sleep in the office a few
nights,” Gary said. | asked if hes getting an All-Star bonus similar to what's included in some play-
ers’ contracts. “No, no,” he replied, adding that the Brewers' organization has always treated him
well.

What advice does he have for a groundskeeper facing the Big Game? “I don't know yet, we
haven't gotten through it,” he said. “But [ know already that you must be willing to change
because things are changing every day. I'm glad to get this opportunity once, but that's enough!”

Life is funny. You'd think preparing his field for the All-Star Game would be the highlight of
Gary's year, but it’s not. The big news this summer in the VandenBerg house was son John's being

selected by the Brewers in last month’s amateur draft. Let’s hope John joins his father soon, work-
ing at Miller Park.

s

Comments always welcome.
Call Eric at 630-678-0054, fax 630-678-
0334, email eschroder@aip.com, or send
to PO Box 67, Lombard, IL 60148.
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A lot to
celebrate

ver the past couple of years | have had the privilege of working with Cal Ripken and his

staff on the development of the Ripken Stadium & Youth Baseball Complex. Since

retirement he has approached the business world with the same simple principles he
used during his baseball career, “Work hard, play hard and have fun!”

When you do something you really enjoy and apply those simple principles, similar success-
es are possible. One example is Kevin Vos, CSFM, of Muscatine, IA. Under his direction, the
Muscatine Soccer Complex earned the 2001 STMA Soccer Field of the Year award in the Parks
and Recreation Division (see story on p. 8). His complex represents what you can achieve with
hard work and the determination to tackle the challenges whatever they might be.

Soccer is a fast-growing sport in the USA. As I write this, the 2002 soccer World Cup is tak-
ing the U.S. by storm. Fans are sacrificing sleep to watch the games in “real time” as TV screens
transport them across the time zones. With a stunning performance against Portugal at the time

of this writing, the USA team is in good shape to head into the next round.

When I managed the municipal field in Salem, VA, for the Pirates
many (many) yvears ago, one of my dai|}' tasks was to raise the ﬂng
in the morning and take it down after the game. [ took great joy

in this privilege to honor our flag. I am sure many of you had the

honor of raising and lowering the Stars and Stripes at your facility

this 4th of July. The long-standing U.S. tradition of taking in a

game over the Independence Day holiday is growing even

stronger. And there’s an added attraction when ballparks around
the country stage major fireworks displays while celebrating our
country’s independence.

The nation’s birthday deserves a second look this year being it is
the first after 9/11. Our country and world suffered from a very dif-
ficult occurrence that has changed our way of life forever. But it
has not changed our hearts or our commitment to freedom
and justice for all. Our prayers are with those families who
have lost loved ones as well as with those who have family
members serving in our armed forces and cannot be home

for the holiday.

Murray Cook,
STMA President
murrayc@brickmangroup.com

This issue includes several interesting articles that may
assist you with your daily work responsibilities. Dr. Jeff
Krans’ provides information on turf green up as it relates to
a time schedule for peak performance. Also take a look at the maintenance and safety checklist
forms that you may want to adapt for use at your facility. Safety is the top field maintenance priority
in our industry. It's the primary focus in providing the best sports surfaces for all levels of play.

July marks the halfway point of our year and only 6 more months until the annual confer-
ence in San Antonio (January 15-19, 2003). Be sure to keep the STMA web site a favorite on
your browser and watch for conference updates. I can assure you we will work hard, play hard
and have a blast in San Antonio!

ey gt

http://www.sportsturfmanager.com * STMA

Whatever
your game,

‘haveahal]
on our turt,

From the savage thrashing ofirugby,
to the deep divots of a weekend
golfer, one of our 36 varieties
will be the right turfgrass
for your application.

.Call us today
888-NEW-GRASS

6394727

“Making a positive impact on your eaviranment.”
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SPORTSTURF 7



Field of the Year

triple package of excellence brings a second STMA Field of the Year Award in

Ll
M u s Catl n e S o cce r A the Parks and Recreation Division to the Muscatine Soccer Complex in

Complex earns top
honors again

BY STEVE AND SUZ TRUSTY

8 July 2002

Muscatine, IA. The Complex earned the honor in 1995 as well. The combina-
tion of foresight in planning, a proactive maintenance program, and a can-do
approach in tackling challenges keeps this facility at the top of its game. Good enough
is not acceptable.

Athletic facilities supervisor Kevin Vos, CSFM, says, “We try to maintain a high
quality, safe playing surface for all user groups through the entire season. Our crew
takes great pride in meeting the challenges every day for every player.”

The 41-acre complex first opened for play in August 1993. The first phase of con-
struction consisted of four native soil fields and two amended soil fields. Two addition-
al native soil fields were added during the second phase of development in 1994.

Vos says, “The two amended-soil fields are 80 percent sand and 20 percent
soil/peat. Each measures 300 by 390 feet. They have a 1 percent crown. The six
native soil fields are silty-loam with a 1.5 percent crown. These field dimensions are
240 by 360 feet.

“The six original fields have underground drainage to ensure rapid recovery after
rains. Buried, 4-inch tiles spaced 35 feet apart run the length of each field. These con-
nect to a 6-inch collector drain that runs perpendicular to them at the middle of the
field. Water is channeled through the 6-inch collector to the city’s storm drain system
and eventually to the sanitation department.”

All of the fields are irrigated, the original six with a hydraulic system and the
remaining two with an electric system. The irrigation systems can be programmed to
irrigate each field's entire playing surface or to irrigate only critical zones such as the
goal and mid-field areas. The complex’s non-field turf areas without in-ground irriga-
tion are watered by roller base sprinklers or a water reel.

The amended soils fields (numbers 3 and 4) are lighted and have bleacher seating
for approximately 1,200 people. The complex also features paved parking, shade shelters

SPORTSTURF » http://www.greenmediaonline.com



- MSC maintenance program

Mowing: March

through November

® Fields: 3 times per week with rotary
mower at 1-3/4-inch height. Reel mowers
used for tournaments with mowing
height 1-5/8-inch.

Irrigation: April

through November

® Used to augment rainfall for total water
of 1 to 1-1/2-inches per week

* Soil moisture percentage in amended
soil fields is monitored on a per game
basis

® Non-field turf is irrigated on an as
needed basis

Aerification: April

to September

® Slice aerify twice per month: May, June,
and August to October. Core aerify and
drag cores in high wear areas

® Solid tine aerify weekly during heavy
use season in high use areas

* Entire field aerified in
May/August/October - Solid tine 1/2-
inch and 3/4-inch twice per season;
3/4-inch core once per season

Fertilization:
* (All based on twice per year soil testing
results and adjusted to match turf needs)

Amended soil fields:

e April: first application of 15-30-15 at .5
pounds of N per thousand square feet;
18-2-18 at .5 pounds of N per thousand
square feet at 14-day intervals during
season

® First week of July: 13-3-9 with insecti-
cide at .5 pounds of N per thousand
square feet

® 0-0-22 at 1 pound of K per thousand
square feet three times per season

® 46-0-0 at 1pound of N per thousand
square feet—one dormant application

® Nutrient packet and 5% Manganese

http://www.sportsturfmanager.com ¢« STMA

applied at .5 ounce of N per thousand
square feet at 21-day intervals

Native soil fields:

® Spring application of 15-30-15 at .5
pounds of N per thousand square feet

® May application of 23-4-12 (SCU) at .75
pounds of N per thousand square feet

¢ First week of July: 13-3-9 with insecti-
cide at .5 pounds of N per thousand
square feet

* September application of 18-2-18 at 1
pound of N per thousand square feet

® 46-0-0 at 1pound of N per thousand
square feet—one dormant application

* Nutrient packet applied twice per season

Rough:

e April application of 13-3-9 with at .5
pounds of N per thousand square feet

* Late May application of 42-0-0 (poly-
mer-coated) at 1 pound of N per thou-
sand square feet

e September application of 18-2-18 at 1
pound of N per thousand square feet

Topdressing:

* Amended soil fields: 100 percent sand
with same particle size as existing soil
profile twice per year at 50 tons per
3.25 acres per application

® Native soil fields: once per season with

100 percent sand following core aerification
* Field drug to mix core soil with sand
and into aerification holes

Overseeding:

¢ As needed per field before/after
games/tournaments before turf wear
appears

® Methods depend on situation: slit seeding,
broadcast before games and after aerifi-
cation, divot mix used weekly

® Kentucky Bluegrass blend of: Midnight,
Blacksburg, America, Ram I, Unique

® Perennial Ryegrass blend of: Palmer III,
Manhattan III, Prelude III, Affinity,
Brightstar

¢ Seed may be pregerminated depending
on time of season

Pesticides:

e All as needed following standard IPM
practices

* Spot treatment for broadleaf and annual
grassy weeds

e Grub control with fertilizer in July if
scouting in spring/early summer war-
rants it

® Preventive fungicide application for
Pythium control on six fields

* Preventive fungicide application for
brown patch on four fields

e Preventive fungicide application for
snow mold all fields

SPORTSTURF



Field of the Year

I

“No on-field goal box
warm-ups are allowed.”

F

and wide, paved walkways, an administration/concessions/restroom building, and a
maintenance building. The park-like setting is enhanced with low-maintenance land-
scaping of hardy trees, shrubs, and perennials. Chain link fence surrounds the complex.

Vos says, “The Muscatine Soccer Complex is open for play from April 1 through
November 1, and longer into November if tournaments require it. The fields play host to
several area soccer clubs, five local Muscatine High School girls and boys soceer teams,
local YMCA/YWCA leagues, adult open league, and area college teams. The Complex
also hosts several touraments ranging in size from 8 to 144 teams. These include the
high school girls and boys district playoffs, Mississippi Athletic Conference high school
tournament, girls and boys lowa High School State Championships, the
Muscatine Summer Classic, the 4-day, 96-team national recruiting
College Search Kickoff tournament, and various 8- to 16-
team college tournaments and clinies. By the end of
October 2001, games already hosted or scheduled at
the complex totaled 996.

“All games are reserved in advance and
scheduled through the Muscatine Parks and
Recreation Department. There are staff members
working whenever there are games being played.
The staff is directed to assist user groups with field
assignments, observing complex rules and gnidelines,
field set up and teardown, and complex cleanliness. The
concession stand is operated under a contract between a local
business and the City of Muscatine.”

Keeping the focus on top conditions

The complex was designed to allow flexibility in field layout. Four of the native soil
fields are located on a 2 1/2-acre section. For the girls and boys state tournaments, the
fields are centered within this section. For other weekend play, the entire fields may be
laid out to run horizontally across the area (north and south) or vertically across the
area (east and west). Because of referee wear along the sideline areas, the sidelines may
be moved out 3 feet or in 3 feet, while staying within the official size field for each age
group. The team areas are moved at the same time, either positioning them along the
‘new’ sidelines, or moving both team areas to the other side of the field.

Vos says, “The fields are laid out according to precisely measured string lines in the
spring and restrung every few weeks to keep the lines straight and accurate. The fields

10 July 2002
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are painted as needed. Depending on the season, games, and tournaments, plant
growth regulator generally will be added to the paint. When field rotation times are
tight, we'll use green paint to block out the old white lines to alleviate confusion. We
match the paint shade to turf color as closely as possible. Smaller fields are laid out
perpendicular to the main large fields for use by younger age groups and clinics. These
fields are painted in contrasting colors.

“The first three years the complex was opened we allowed practices on the fields
but maintenance costs rose each year. So starting in 1997, we eliminated full-blown
practices, We do allow game-type serimmages and non-wear intensive drills at various

times throughout the year. No on-field goal box warm-ups are allowed. The
coaches and teams are directed to the numerous practice goals that
we frequently reposition throughout the complex. This does
require extra goals and nets and all of our ‘extended field’
methods do increase the overall turf area that receives
premium care, but these practices do help control
excessive wear.”

The maintenance program is equally aggressive
and proactive. Divols are filled weekly with pre-ger-
minated divot mix before and after games. Seeding is

done weekly in season. Heavily used areas are core or
solid tine aerified, seeded, and topdressed at various
times throughout the season, before wear damage is evident.
Full field aerification, either core or solid tine, is done twice per

season on the amended soil fields and three times per season on the
native soil fields. Sand, matching that of the soil profile, is topdressed before deep tine
solid aerification on the two sand-amended fields to improve infiltration rates.

The challenge of 2001

The amended soil fields were heavily used into the second week of November in
2000. During the first weekend, the lowa High School Fall Soccer State
Championships for private schools put 10 games on the fields within 48 hours. The
next weekend, the NAIA region #7 playoffs put six more games on those fields. This
was followed by continually cloudy skies and temperatures too low for recuperative turf
growth. Both fields were highly stressed going into the winter season.

Vos says, “We followed our standard pre-winter practices, applying a preventive
snow mold treatment and topdressing with sand to protect the turf crowns. Field 3 was
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