bluegrass at 2 or 4 pounds of seed
per thousand square feet applied
weekly or monthly. The plots
were not irrigated and were fertil-
ized in May and September with
I pound of nitrogen per 1000
square feet. The plots were rated
for turf density, weed invasion,
and overall quality.
Non-overseeded plots were

Kentucky bluegrass area

less than 50 percent covere . i
e than A0 pReceit Core =0 Overseeding with Kentucky bluegrass

with turf and in some cases up to was ineffective under regular traffic.

20) percent weeds. Among the
species, Kentucky bluegrass and
tall fescue had lower turf density

then the ryegrass species without overseeding, Overseeding with Kentucky bluegrass

proved completely ineffective under regular traffic most likely due to the long germina-

tion requirement.

Weekly overseeding with either perennial ryegrass or tall fescue at 6 pounds of seed
provided excellent season long turf density. In fact, perennial ryegrass was able to
maintain almost 90 percent density when overseeded weekly. Tall fescue overseeded
plots were between 70 and 80 percent dense at the end of the experiment. There was
no difference between the 6- and 10-pound seed rates. Interestingly the monthly over-
seeding of perennial ryegrass provided equal to or better density than the weekly tall

(goalmouth, center of field, etc.).
Therefore, for a 12-week soccer
season the cost would be about
$90 per week for seed or S1100
for the season for seed.

Clearly, aggressive overseed-
ing provides an excellent avenue
for high traffic fields. We are
_ currently evaluating spring and
6 Ibs Perennial ryvegrass -

Weekly summer programs and investi-

No Overseed

Aqgressive-avsrseading provides exeal- gating lower seed rates applied

lent avenue for high-traffic fields. more frequently.

Primary culture
Interest in athletic competition
has significantly increased field use and traffic. A significant amount of effort has been
invested to imprn\'c rootzones and ltl])drcssillg amendments (e.g. crumb rubber), yet, there
is very little research in the area of overseeding. Roch Gaussoin (University of Nebraska)
and Dave Minner (lowa State) have been reporting success with using Bermudagrass in
coolseason climates as a means of having turf cover during difficult times of the year.

High traffic fields demand an aggressive maintenance program that includes mowing,
irrigation, and fertility. Core cultivation and topdressing have emerged as key primary cul-
tural practices in the last decade and now overseeding needs to receive the same attention.
It makes sense that if bare soil is present weeds will invade and the integrity of the surface

fescue overseeding independent of seed rate. is compromised. Regular overseeding either as a renovation a few times per year or

The economics (llhzlggr(:ssi\'c overseeding should be considered. We calculated that in-season to keep pace with traffic will ensure a safe and durable sports turf. ST

if ryegrass seed could be purchased at $0.70 per pound and applied weekly at the 6-
pound rate it would cost $4.20 per 1000 square feet per week. The average soccer field — Frank S. Rossi, Ph.D., is assistant professor of turfgrass science and an extension turfgrass

is about 2 acres, but most likely less than 0.5 acre would need this type of program specialist at Comell University, Ithaca, NY.

EVERGREEN™ is great for
baseball fields

Covered... uncovered...

Covermaster Inc.

Copyright © 2002,

» Earlier spring green-up
* Faster seed germination

* Deeper root development

COVERMASTER"
COVERMASTER

MASTERS IN THE ART OF SPORTS SURFACE COVERS 1'800"387'5808 E-MAIL: info@covermaster.com
COVERMASTER INC., 100 WESTMORE DR. 11-D, REXDALE, ON, M9V 5C3 TEL 416-745-1811 FAX 416-742-6837

Circle 110 on card or www.OneRS.net/208sp-110

» Best for quick turf repairs
* Available in any size

* Delays dormancy in fall
* |deal winter blanket

‘Results Outstanding... Could not believe...’

Dann Daly, Park Maintenance Supv.,

Parks & Rec Dept., North Smithfield, RI MEMBER

i S

Managers Association e b s
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Maintaining the Grounds

AERATOR

Husqvarma AR25B aerators feature 3.5 hp Briggs
& Stratton engines, a 25.5-in. aerating width, depth
adjustable to 3 in., 42 3[4-in. coring tines, and can
cover up to 40,000 sq. ft. per hour.
Husqvarna/800-438-7297
www.husgvarna.com
For information, circle 143

BUNKER PUMPER

This floating de-watering pump may be light-

weight, but it can move an impressive 240 GPM. [i
is perfect for draining water from ditches, bunkers,
swimming pools, construction and excavation sites,
manholes, boats and any other low-lying areas.

The pump is self-priming and can run dry with
no harm, is able to run up to 45 minutes on a single
tank of gas, and will operate in as little as 3 inches of
water.

Otterbine Barebo/800-237-8837
For information, circle 142
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SIMPLE SEEDER

I'he Banmerman Simple Dimple seeder is
designed for both fine turf and reeular turd
areas. The design 1s populir because its dimpling

_-':'-\Illlti

roller 1s in constant contact with th

thus ereating thousands of little dimples that

seed is n|_1'|‘||'r|'.n_\| into, by the machines calibraled
sced shafi.
Bannerman/800-665-2696
www.sportsturfmagic.com
For information, circle 154

Bt

OPERATOR
COMFORT IS KING
The Ferris IS 10007 compact
zero-turn mower has front-wheel independent sus-

pension, Either a 48- or 52-in. mower deck is mount-
ed to the A-arms of the front suspension, allowing it
to follow the ;__;mllml contours C|usu]_\'. pm\'idillg a
better quality cut, says Ferris, Pivoting upper shock
mounts keep all four wheels on the ground to help
traction and stability.

The unit has a spacious operator compartment
with plenty of leg room, a low center of gravity for
stability, and adjustable steering control levers for
enhanced comfort and convenience.

Ferris Manufacturing/800-933-6175
www. simplicitymfg.com
For information, circle 147
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HYDROSEEDER MACHINE

The FINN hydroseeder machine combines seed, fertilizer, soil amendments,
mulch fiber, tackifier, and other additives into a thick slurry and sprays it onto your
seedbed. FINN says this is good for quick establishment of vegetation. The process
improves seed-to-soil contact and moisture retention.

The machimne features an hydraulically driven mechanical agitation system with
large steel paddles that operate in both forward and reverse at variable speeds for
improved combination of slurry, better power, and easier maintenance.

FINN Corp/800-543-7166
www.finncorp.com
For information, circle 200

NEW 4-FOOT SEEDER

Brillion introduces the SS4, a new pull-type seeder. Based on
Brillion’s popular SSP4 4-foot seeder, the SS4 can easily handle a wide

variety of grass seeds, im‘[uding KCllhi('k}' hlut‘g[’;!xh. fescue, ()I’(.'lllir(]gl’;l\\'h‘
bromegrass or alfalfa, in a wide variety of seeding rates. Seeder comes
complete with either a hydraulic hose kit for small tractors or a 1 2-volt
electric/hydraulic lift svstem that allows the seeder to be used behind an
ATV or small tractor without hydraulic outlets. The basic conversion kit
includes hydraulic evlinders, drawbar, jack and 16x6,50-8 tires.

Brillion/800-4039-9749

www. brillionfarmeq.com

For information, circle 148

Quick germination in higher yields.

e Easy to calibrate.
e Minimum surface disturbance

* Sowing varieties include (but not limited to)
All types of seed, Grain, Pesticide, &
Fertilizer Prills, Pelletized Lime, Diazinon 5.

¢ Coverage Rates: 4lbs - 500lbs/acre

* Insure seed/soil contact while maintaining
constant seed depth.

e Save 25% of seed with accurate
calibration.

Seeding is Believing

The Quick Slit Seeder follows the ground contours accurately and plants seeds at
a constant depth in its own prepared mini seedbed. This unit is also a cultural tool
in that it acts as a grass root pruner by cutting or breaking the grass plant roofs.
For the survival of the grass plant, it must immediately put all of its resources into
growing new roofs, resulting in stronger plants with better root structures.

41 Kelfield Street, Rexdale, Ontario, Canada

a grma CDN 1-800-325-4871 USA 1-800-665-2696
www.sportsturfmagic.com
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Maintaining the Grounds

MOWER ALTERNATIVE

Yazoo/Kees makes two sizes of commercial riding

mowers, the compact Mini-Max and the Max/2. The
former (pictured) comes with a 17- or 19-hp
Kawasaki engine and decks with widths of either 42

or 48 in. It has dual hydro gear pumps and =% OVERSEEDER ATTACHMENT

Ross wheel-drive motors, and offers

ediitn R mol Turfeo’s Mete-R-Matic 11 overseeder attachment
speeds to 5 mph. v ’ _

: i) ; tor tow-type Iopdrvsscrs features a tour-pin attachment
I'he Max/2 units can be bought !

with Kohler Pro, Koliler Aegis,

or a Kawasaki engine, with

with a quick clamp system. lts stainless steel plated
metering system and neoprene rubber rotor bar are

power ratings from 23 to 27 hp, easily removed for service, says the company. The
andl deckwidths of 52,61 or T2 attachment’s hopper has a 2.5 cu. ft. capacity and is
ini. It has twin 5.6:gal, saddle fully adjustable l:)l' all types of seed. The .\L'_L‘tl (|c].|\'cr_\'
tanks and 4 top forward speed of system has 24 2.5-in. outlets and clear plastic tubing

so you can seed blockages.

Turfco Mfg/763-785-1000
www.turfco.com
For information, circle 149

10.5 mph, meaning productivity
of 7.3 acres an hour.
Yazoo/Kees/877-368-8873
www.yazookees.com
For information, circle 146

A WORLD CLASS
GAME PLAN

p— R ke ~r =38

he most important games™™
the world depend on one
upplier for paint solutions.

UTILITY VEHICLE WITH
SPREADER

We built our reputation as the reliable manufacturer of premium The Thompson Spreader is not just carried by the

Cushman Turf-Truckster, but controlled by it as well.

quality field paints and stencils. Today, we supply most everything
you need to support all your sports facilities.

The TurfTruckster, available with a 3-speed automat-
ic transmission, has a ground speed governor control

that works with the seeder to gives you precise, even

* Premium Field Paints Bulk and Aerosol / Turf Colorants /
Graco and Trusco Stripers .
'\'Iillil ﬂ()\\' (!rlllllf(_‘l‘lill ;ll '.Ill_\ Si)(_‘l_'(l. S(.‘(.‘dt.’l’ (‘('}IIII'UIS

* Graphic and Logo Stencils Field Numbers / Hash Markers / are conveniently located for the operator’s use.
Sports Field Layout Systems / Sports Field Accessories Textron Golf & Turf/888-922-8873

. = " www.textronturf.com
Field Covers and Windscreens ¢ Cooling Systems For information, circle 141
WORLD

1-800-748-9649 Qs S
or e-mail us at CLASS

info@wrldclass.com athleticsurfaces

distribution of seed. Rnlair_\' agitators ensure a con-

Circle 112 on card or www.OneRS.net/208sp-112
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THREE-IN-ONE

Redexim Charterhouse has improved its Turf
Tidy pmducl that allows you to combine dethatching,
sweeping, and flail mowing with this one machine.
Operators adapt the machine’s ﬂ();iling head to switch

functions by using an easy to reach access panel. The

new versions are also safer during maintenance by permit-
ting front access directly to the rotor mechanism, which eli-

mantes the need to raise the |1nppcr and climb between it

and the head.

Redexim Charterhouse/800-597-5664

www.redexim.com
For information, circle 201

ECONOMICAL SEEDER

SISIS INC/864-843-5972
WWW.Sisis.com
For information, circle 140

The SISIS Tilth n’ Seed is a fast, economical seeder with a
wide range of seeding rates for maximum seed economy. The
rakes create a good tilth and the seeding unit has a large

capacity hopper. A rear roller firms the surface.

WHY SETTLE FOR SECOND BEST?

FIRST PRODUCTS INC.

THE NEW VC-60 VERTI-CUTTER IS
DESIGNED FOR USE ON FAIRWAYS,
TEES, AND ALL SPORTSTURE. SWING
HITCH ALLOWS VC-60 TO TURN
WITHOUT TEARING THE TUREF.

THE SEEDA-VATOR CREATES THE
IDEAL SEEDBED. THIS UNIT CAN BE
USED FOR BOTH PRIMARY SEEDING
AND OVERSEEDING. THUS, TWO
SEEDERS IN ONE MACHINE.

THE AE-60, AE-80 AERA-VATORS ARE
USED BEST TO AERIFY DRY AND |
COMPACTED SOILS WITHOUT PRIOR
IRRIGATION. SURFACE DISRUPTION IS
MINIMAL IN ESTABLISHED TURF

“SEEING IS BELIEVING” CALL FOR A DEMONSTRATION TODAY
WWW.ISTPRODUCTS.COM / 800-363-8780 / E-MAIL SALES@1STPRODUCTS.COM

FIRST PRODUCTS INC. PO. BOX 1425 TIFTON, GA 31794
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Maintaining the Grounds

SOIL CULTIVATOR
ATTACHMENT

I'he Toro soil cultivator
attachment, for use on the com-

pany’s versatile Dingo compact

utility loaders, can transform
rough terrain into a planting bed in one
pass, says the company. It works well to seed
turfgrass and renovate tees and fairways.
The product has an optional seed box attachment that
allows vou to cultivate and seed simultaneously. The rear mesh roller on

the cultivator mixes the seed and soil to create optimal germination con-

ditions. The seed box features a seed density selector so you can accu-
rately select how much seed to apply.

Toro/800-344-8676

www.toro.com

For information, circle 150

FAST Z-RIDER

At a top speed of 15 mph, the Hustler Super Z is
the fastest z-rider on the market, says the manufactur-
er. A 25-hp Kawasaki engine, Hydro-Gear BDP21
pumps and White CE 18-wheel motors provide the
speed. Your choice of 52-, 60-, or 72-in. side-dis-
charge/mulching decks, which are so tough that
Hustler offers a lifetime warranty on the leading edge
against ever bending back into the blades. All three
decks can mount the 9-bushel BAC-VAC catcher.

Hustler Turf Equipment/800-395-4757
www.excelhustler.com
For information, circle 151

The thing pracally crawls up walls.

This may very well be the most
versatile tractor line on the globe.
To be versatile, you've got to do two
things: be agile and be user-friendly.
Lots of old guard tractors are so big
and clunky that they're hard to
maneuver. Yes, they're durable, but
difficult. Options can cost you.

Carraro tractors offer a unique
array of ergonomic and operational
functions built in, and are engineered
for simplicity, comfort and increased
return on investment.

A patented system called “Actio”
in all Carraro tractors lets the chassis

articulate to all terrain types and each
wheel independently grips the ground
for superior balance and stability. The
center of gravity is so low that it virtually
hugs the turf. Each wheel being the
same size means you get equal ground
pressure on all 4 wheels, all the time.
Other neat features include a com-
pletely reversible seat and control sys-
tem that changes direction in seconds,
loads of attachments that mount front,
back and even on top, as well as power-
ful, yet fuel minimizing engines that
help keep operations costs down. Call
us for our free video and maore details.

Redexim €
o

Beeaking barrers to better tur
Redexim Charterhouse Inc.
950 Sathers Drive
Pitiston Township, PA 18640,
1:800:597-5664

Tel: 570-602-3058

Fax: 570-:602-3060

 TurfTidy www.redexim.com
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NEW JACOBSEN ROTARY MOWER

Meet the All-Star team In sports turf maintenance,
from Jacobsen, Ryan, Bob-Cat, Bunton And Cushman.
Smooth-cutting reel mowers, zero-turn rotaries, aerators,
infield rakes, utility vehicles, power rakes, seeders, top-
dressers, sprayers, blowers, and sod cutters. They're rugged
design and quality construction means durability on the

field with easy servicing off, says Textron Golf & Turf.

Textron Golf & Turf/888-922-8873
www. textronturf.com
For information, circle 202

SPORTSTURF e http://www.greenmediaonline.com



[l

e e ]

NEW UTILITY VEHICLE

The Cub Cadet Big Country is powered by a 20-hp Honda V-Twin OHV engine and
has one of the largest payload capacities in the utility vehicle category. Standard features
include exclusive 6-wheel fully-independent suspension for maximum traction, improved
maneuverability and comfort over rough terrain; 1,400-Ib. payload capacity and 13.3 cu. ft.
bed capacity; 4-wheel drive; and fully welded steel frame.

Cub Cadet/

www.cubcadet.com

For information, circle 152

LIGHTWEIGHT
AERATOR

|

|

‘ The Plugr PL600 has a 30-in. aer-
2utig “"‘_m‘ ‘”I'd BpaiF ol “'_'”1’]“ When it comes to pleasing fans, nothing beats  give them the boot with our undefeated special

‘ cam design: tines are punched into

g a great game played on real turf maintained to teams of control products.
the ground by the engine rather than L o~
i - : _ perfection. Anderson's Professional Turf  (APT) For nearly 40 years, The Andersons has
the weight of the engine, says manu-
Facturer Rock Solid. products help you get the cheers you deserve been refining the art and science of producing
The machine can make 90 when the teams hit the field. turf-specific fertilizers, pest control products
degree turns and can start/stop/back- Our line up of all-star products — over fifty and fertilizer/pest control combination products.
up to help you maneuver, Each unit different formulas — has been developed to offer And we've never been more fired up about
comes with a _L'(””I’lk‘“' set _”* you maximum flexibility in toppling turf care serving your needs. We want you to see those
r"l’]"_"‘“”“‘“t il "'”‘II £ flr"" belt. challenges and to assure your ability to attain Turf Heads in the stands get up to give you a
Industrial Machine Specialties/ ti Sl standing "0™
888.418.90865 optimum results. From the infield out and goal g -
www.rocksolidx.com to goal, APT products help you keep your turf 1l
For information, circle 153 healthy and hearty under the most demanding

of game conditions. And if insects or weeds

attempt to get in on the action, we can help you

AL SR, For a free selection guide and more information

about The Andersons complete line of Professional Turf products
call toll free, 1-800-225-2639.
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Maintaining the Grounds

oger Bossard on the industry:

today and tomorrow

hen it comes to groundskeeping and sports field maintenance, Roger

Bossard, head groundskeeper for the Chicago White Sox, is in a league of

his own. In Major League Baseball for more than 35 years, he's been
through the famous days of former owner, Bill Veeck, Disco Demolition Night and,
more importantly, pioneering the sports field techniques used with the latest
retractable domes and other ballpark innovations.

For Bossard, the game is in his blood. He’s a third generation Major | eague
groundskeeper. Grandfather Emil and father Gene are remembered for their “master-
ful groundskeeping techniques” and the entire family has a reputation for doing their
part to deliver checks to the “Win” column for nearly a century. He's emerged from
the long shadow of his father and grandfather and their famed 17 Tricks of the Trade,
which were touted for delivering a real home field advantage in the old days. Today
he's recognized, in his own right, as one of the premier groundskeepers in baseball.

“From the age of 8 or 9, | was dragging a hose around for the crew,” remembers
Bossard. “It took me 6 years to move up through the system to make assistant
groundskeeper. | wasn't even allowed to water the field for the first 5 years because
my dad always said that no two days were alike and I needed to be able to recognize
what the field needed.”

Today, he’s known for his impeccably manicured infields that give the true, clean
hops that all major league players love. Bossard is also a premier sports field builder,
designing major and minor league ballparks around the country,

He works with a team of experts. People like Dr. Hank Wilkerson of the Universily of
[llinois, and Andy Wright of Muller Mist Irrigation are among the industry’s leading
professionals. Fach brings years of experience in his field of expertise, including turf man-
agement, drainage and irrigation systems, and other important facets to every project.

They have built six of the last 10 baseball ballparks in the U.S.: Comiskey Park in
Chicago, St. Louis’ renovation to turf at Busch Stadium, Seattle’s Safeco Field, Bank
One Ball Park in Arizona, Detroit’s Comerica Park, and Miller Park in Milwankee.
They've designed minor league and spring training facilities in Tueson, Tampa, and
Juniper, FL, and all the natural turf soccer fields for the Royal Family of Saudi Arabia.
Bossard also consults for twelve major league teams.

Groundskeeping today

Because of his unique position and years of experience, there’s no one better to
reflect on the challenges of today’s groundskeepers and what their futures hold.

“I've seen a lot of change throughout the league during my years with the White
Sox. Everyone in the game works for people who expect perfection,” said Bossard, “and
L'\-'(_’r_\'ﬂ]l(_', |ili]T|E|gL’|'S. Pl&l‘\'{.‘r.\. cven l}l(_' ll!l1|)i1‘L‘h‘, (_'XI)L'(.'t.\ [Il.'ll I)Urfl:('“”” rl'()!" I|IC
groundskeeping crew. The groundskeepers are often the first people blamed —one bad
hop and your name’s mud. For the new groundskeepers out there, that's a lot of pressure.
It takes experience to be able to handle situations like that”

“T'hese guys are putting in 14-17 hour days and having

to deliver on the demands of the |)|'J}'L'1’h and others in
the organization,” said Bossard. “Now days the job
is much more like a business. When [ started, it
was like a family around the league.”

Many of the managers and owners recog-
nize the importance of the groundskeeping
staff. Some even refer to them as the 10th
man on the field. But, there can also be a stig-
ma as being just a “glorified grass cutter.”

“In today’s game,” explained Bossard, “it's
exceedingly important to understand the impor-
tance of a good groundskeeper and help train them

28 August 2002

Bossard, pictured here with his late father, Gene, is the third
generation to work in the big leagues. Including his grandfather,
father, uncle and cousin, the Bossard family has a combined total
of more than 200 years of experience.

to do their job to the best of their ability and reward them for their significant contribu-
tion to the organization.”

“I think that working with other groundskeepers is the best way to learn,” said
Bossard. This year he’s planning a training camp during December in Arizona to work
with grmlndskccpurs and managers from around the country to help them be the best
at their jobs. This Professional Sportsfield Institute will be geared toward anyone inter-
ested in maintaining high-quality sports fields at any level of play. During the 3-day
camp, the attendees will actually re-construct three of the spring training fields at
Tueson Electrie Park.

“I'm very excited about it,” added Bossard, “they’ll get an opportunity to get some
real hands-on training and work with a couple of major league groundskeepers. I think
it will be a very beneficial program and add to the credibility of the profession.”

Philosophies
“When il comes to maintaining a field, the most important thing to remember,”
said Bossard, “is that 70 percent of all the action takes place on the infield, so that's
where your resources should be focused.” Keeping the infield conditioned and in play
is critical. “A rainout can cost you close to a million dollars in the big leagues,” said
Bossard. The effects of rescheduling games at any level can seem almost as daunting.
“While research data and the science of growing turf is important,” said Bossard,
“you have to use it in the context of what makes a good athletic field.” A suceessful
groundskeeper has to be knowledgeable about soil structures, turf growing, and irriga-
tion, but they also have to be able to communicate with the players and deliver what
they want.
“I get real satisfaction when [ know my field looks great and plays great,” said
Bossard. “Of course when an athlete tells vou he likes the field, that means a lot too.”
Bossard says construction and renovation projects take a specialized knowledge
that not every one has. “Only about half the people who are
installing and renovating fields—architects, landscapers,
ete. —really grasp how what they do affects a sports
ficld.” The wear and tear, the needs of the players, and

SPORTSTURF e http://www.greenmediaonline.com



While the concerns of a professional groundskeeper include
management and player needs, the techniques they use on

their field can be applied at any level.

the ability to recover between games are all-important
factors. “I don’t understand how people can call them-
selves an athletic field consultant if they've never talked
to the players, know their needs or even walked on a

field,” added Bossard.

Future of industry

According to Bossard, times have really changed
over his 35 years in the business. He's not sure if he
were starting off today if he'd choose the same path.

“I've been blessed to spend my whole life doing
something I like,” reflects Bossard, “Not everyone gets to
say that. There are great people in this industry and it just
keeps getting better. If there were one thing I'd like to see
change, it would be that the good groundskeepers com-
ing up through the ranks get the opportunities to leamn

their craft from true sports
field experts. I think it is real-
ly important that more of the
ballpark savvy is learned. It’s
just as important as the sci-
ence. Also that they get the
pay and recognition they
deserve for being the impor-
tant part of the sports organi-
zations that they are. As Bill
Veeck once said, ‘A good
groundskeeper is worth 10-
12 games a year.”

How does a
groundskeeper become
such a valuable part of their
organization? According to
Bossard, “A good education
is a great start but nothing
beats real sports field under-
standing and experience.”

He counsels, “Always
ask questions. Chances are
someone’s had the same
problem. I hate when young
groundskeepers say to me
that they didn’t ask me something because they didn’t
want me to think they didn’t know what they were doing.
Don't be afraid to call the experts in the industry. We all
like to talk about our victories as much as the players.”

“It’s always better to talk to some one in the busi-
ness,” said Bossard, “you just can't learn a lot of what
goes on out here in a book.” He suggests “rookie”
groundskeepers look for internships with A or AA teams.

When asked how he wants to be remembered in
this industry, he replied, “As someone who was able to
bring professionalism and a certain amount of respect fo
this job, and as a straight shooter.” He's been achieving
that goal, and a lot more, his whole career. ST

This article was contributed by Oil-Dri Corp., maker of
Pro’s Choice soil amendments.

Bossard believes to be a valuable part of a baseball organization, you must start with a good
education. But nothing beats a real sports field understanding and experience.

http://www.sportsturfmanager.com * STMA

Roger Bossard’s
Professional
Sportsfield
Institute

For three days in December,
you can work with Roger
Bossard, Head Groundskeeper
for the Chicago White Sox and
world-renown sports field
builder. As a third generation
groundskeeper, he will share
his expertise while you get on-
the-job-training in Athletic
Field Design, Construction and
Renovation. This is a one-of-a-
kind educational opportunity
for anyone interested in main-
taining high-quality sports-
fields at any level of play. You'll
even help re-construct three
fields at Tucson Electric Park,
home to White Sox spring
training camp. For more infor-
mation on this course and how
to register for the Dec. 5-7 pro-
gram please call, space is
limited...

800.851.2399

Ask about the early signup discount.

h -

Circle 116 on card or www.OneRS.net/208sp-116

SPORTSTURF 29



Around the Grounds

Danger

Zone

Baseball fans at risk and the

materials that can protect them

very baseball fan loves to catch a foul ball—unless that ball catches

them off-guard. At the professional level, bulked-up power hitters

repeatedly send foul balls into the stands, and the pitches they are
fouling off are being hurled at speeds up to 100 mph, severely limiting
the amount of time fans have to react. But foul balls and fan safety are
under serutiny at other playing levels as well.

The increased scrutiny regarding fan safety in baseball is the
result of recent incidents in the National Hockey League (NHL),
including the death of a 13-vear-old fan that was hit in the head
by a puck. That incident, and other cases of fans being struck
by errant slapshots, resulted in the NHL mandating that all
arenas place protective netting behind the goalies, and has
caused fans of hockey and baseball to question their own
safety during sporting events,

According to Patrick Courtney, senior director, media
relations for Major League Baseball, the league doesn’t have an official rule regarding
backstop/protective netting. It is a club-by-club decision.

“Alot of it is because of the shape of the field and the ballpark,” said Courtney.
“There are no two ballparks that are the same, so the clubs make the decision on the
amount of netting and the type and the length. So we don’t have any official rules on
that. Obviously, the safety of the fans is most important. The things that have come up
in the NHL we have been asked about, but it’s a club-by-club decision on that.”

According to Jason Koch, manager of sales and marketing for West Coast Netting, a
Kingman, AZ, developer and supplier of netting materials, it might take something as
tragic as the death of a fan for Major League Baseball to mandate that parks have to
extend protective netting further down the baselines. However, he added that baseball
is different because ballparks already have some level of protection.

“In baseball, they already know it's a fact that they have to have [protective net-
ting],” said Koch. “In hockey they never wanted to have it. It was only certain arenas
that thought it would be a better idea to have it. Baseball already has it. Some colleges
and high schools have extended nets to protect a street or another field along the out-
field. Or if it's a complex with multiple fields, they might want to extend nets or put a
lid on things to protect fans. But there hasn't been a real increase [in netting sales to
baseball parks] that I have seen since the hockey incident.”

“We haven't been approached by any Major League ballfields about extending the
nets,” said Dan Farrow, net design and sales representative for Seamar, a Seattle-based
developer of netting materials. “We called a couple of parks that we had supplied nets
to, and they didn’t have any plans on extending the nets along the foul lines.

“What we've found is that more high schools, colleges, junior colleges and public
ballfields are extending netting to protect against foul balls going into the stands and
also the parking lot. There are a lot more backstops going up and most of our calls are
from school districts. We do see a trend toward a lot more use of backstop netting in a
lot more areas. We're getting a lot more calls for along the third and first baselines,
dugout and over the top of fans.”

30 August 2002

BY JOHN KMITTA

Net design and materials

For those who do make the buying decisions and are concerned about
improving fan safety, there are several materials available.

“There are primarily two types of materials that we use for back-
stops,” said Farrow. “One is knotted nylon netting, and the other is
knotless polyethylene netting. There are differences in each. The
knotted nylon netting is cheaper. It does have knots in it, it

absorbs water, and the black nylon will fade over time to a dingy
gray. But it has a lot of strength.”

According to Farrow, black netting is used because black

reflects the least. The black polyethylene, as opposed to

nylon, doesn’t absorb water, The knotless has less wind

resistance. It is also stronger, because the knots are a

point of tension in netting. However, that isn't as big of a
factor in backstops, because there is not a lot of strain being
put on the net. The biggest features of the black polyethylene are that it's easy to see
through because there are no knots, it doesn’t shrink or stretch as much as nylon, it
doesn’t change configuration in humid climates and it is lighter weight, which is an
important feature with regard to the suspension of the netting. The other advantage to
polyethylene is that it stays black much longer than nylon, because the dye on the
polvethylene nets is permanently in fibers (the dyve on nylon nets is external).

“Our most common net is either nylon or polyester,” said Koch. “It's what we typi-
cally call a number 36 netting. It's a typical run-of-the-mill netting that is used for back-
stops, home run fence, protection along the sides, batting cages, ete. It's more popular
because there are more high schools and colleges out there than there are pro teams or
people who have the big bucks.

“The other net that we use is a Spectra net, which is usually reserved for high-end
college teams, minor league ballparks and Major League Baseball parks. Nylon vs.
polvester is pretty much a wash. Some people prefer one to the other, so we manufac-
ture both. We've found the polyester doesn't stretch as much over time, so we're start-
ing to switch over a lot of our products to polyester instead of nvlon. We can get the
same break strength, so it actually works out that it's a better material.”

According to Koch, Spectra is a high-strength fiber made by Allied Signal (now part
of Honeywell). There is also a product called Dyneema, which is essentially the same
as Spectra, but Dyneema is the manufactured by Toyobo, Co. Ltd., Japan. Spectra and
Dyneema are strong fibers at a smaller twine diameter, which provide increased
strength as well as increased fan visibility.

“Right now Spectra is the top of the game, but it comes down to a cost factor,”
said Koch. “You can use less expensive materials and you're still going to be able to
sit behind a high school ball game and see what's going on. Some people are really
fanatical about how big the twine is, but at the lower levels most people don’t mind.
It's a net they can replace every five to 10 years. Whereas at the Major League level,
it is something they don’t want to have to deal with very often and they can afford
the expense.”
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