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Flowtronex can meet any of your irrigation

/

/

operating conditions before they're ever shipped out,

needs through our full line of standard and which guarantees trouble-free pump

custom engineered pumping systems. Sports stations for any and all applications.

complexes, city parks and commercial And with the Flowtronex Service Network, you have

landscapes have relied on Flowtronex for years a single source for repairs, replace-

because we deliver the finest engineering, design ments, upgrades and new station 1MI __ .-.:.:.- ......

and construction techniques in the industry. consultations. Say yes to the best in

All of our systems are field tested under actual the industry. Say yes to Flowtronex.

TM
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No One Makes Your Life Easier.No One.
1-800-786-7480 - www.f1owtronex.com
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Introducing the Toro®Groundsmaster 3500-D.
It's the first rotary mower designed to make your fields look like a pro stadium. Not only are there

rear rollers for striping, but our Sidewinder" cutting system also let you slide the cutting decks

12 inches to the left or right of center so you can vary your tire tracking. And quality of cut?

The three independently floating Contour" Plus decks cut so much like a reel mower you'll swear

you're in a pro stadium. Give or take 79,000 seats. To learn more, ee your Toro di tributor.
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Just what the
doctor ordered

La t pring the e teemed Chicago Tribune
new paper underwent orne minor
surgery; the page ize narrowed

and the type style and size
changed. There were
joke about the "incred-
ible hrinking new pap r,'
and orne long-time reader
admitted the thought their
e es had failed them. y
father s been reading the paper
for 40 year and he Iiked the
nev look. But no matter erie of
di ent or e claims of approval, the
Trib kept publi hing new paper and
now no one talk about it at all.

The portsturf taff tru ts that there
will be more approval than di sent from our
reader and advertisers as we pre ent the results of our major redesign operation.
Obviou ly we' e switched to a tabloid format· we wanted a bigger canvas on which to present
information and more u eful photograph.

We' e al 0 changed the "Rookies" department by expanding our coverage of new, and not
new but u eful product. Each issue will have three di tinct product "pillars": In & On the
Ground· round the Grounds' and aintaining the Grounds. In these sections each month
we'll potlight a particular product egment. For e ample in this i ue you'll find information
about Field & Turf over under the In & On the Ground banner; next month we'll turn
our attention to Paint & arking aterials, the ne t month Bio timulants, and so on, for
each pillar.

( ote: Other product fitting under a particular pillar may be included in any particular
i ue, e.g., for round the Ground we might focu on oal & Goalpost but still run items on
ecurity & afety or Lighting etc.)

ach pillar will be introduced with a hort article that will describe new technology, explain
be t practice or perhap detail how a fellow turf manager olved a problem. Some stories will
offer helpful advice for reader while howing hov an advertiser product might help you on a
similar job.

The familiar port turf d partment are till here: Clippings industry news,
Tip 0 onth, Q & with Dr. rady iller and Dave Minner and Field

of the ear coverage along" ith all the news and counsel from the Sports
Turf anager ociation-but we think ou'll enjoy them more now
after their vi it to our OR.

Congratulations to our taff who worked hard and had fun with this
makeover, e peciall Tony Ficke, group creati e director teve Brackett,
a i tant VP and group publi her; [o Treadv ell, P and editorial director,

and graphic arti t irgilio Cua a. he patient urvived urgery and
look great!

Comments always welcome.
Call Eric at 630-678-0054, fax 630-678-0334,
email eschroder@aip.com. or send to PO

Box 67, Lombard, IL 60148.
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Sports turf managers
in the spotlight
One of STMA's own was honored as part of the Pro Football Hall of Fame's 2001

Enshrinement Weekend celebration. George Toma, Playing Field Consultant for the
National Football League, and one of STMA's Founders, was presented with the Daniel

F. Reeves Pioneer Award. As noted by the FL, "This Award honors an individual whose innova-
tive ideas have contributed to the game of professional football." This is an honor well deserved
by a true pioneer in our industry, and one who has done an excellent job of gaining public
recognition of the role of the sports turf manager. Congratulations, George!

Also in Canton for the Hall of Fame events was the winner of the first SAFE Foundation
Drawing, Dave Ditzler, Turf & Irrigation Specialist for Grinnell College in Grinnell, IA. Dave
and his wife, Tami, took part in many events and had a terrific time. A highlight for Dave was
meeting George Toma in person at the Hall of Fame pre-game Tailgate Party. Please ee page 8
for more from Hall of Fame weekend.

No 51 jinx here
And that's not all. "Diamond in the Rough" was the title of "The Life of Reilly" column writ-

ten by Rick Reilly for Sports Illustrated's July 23 issue. With tongue in cheek humor, Reilly
relates a few of the obstacles overcome to allow the reconstruction project (using funds donated
by "a couple") of what he calls, "the worst ba eball field this side of Chernobyl." This was the
Denver area neighborhood field used by "The uts," a youth recreation team he had coached
for 8 years.

With the project underway, he notes, "...a field started popping up with stuff the uts had
never known: A mound! Dugouts! Infield grass! ..."

The reconstructed site was joyfully christened Fi hhack Field. But Reilly continue,
"Unfortunately, two weeks after the construction crews were gone, Fishhack resembled a dead
mackerel. The sod was yellow, home plate was a swamp, and the infield dirt had more ruts than
deer-mating season."

He then briefly recounts the steps he and his team members took to "try to turn Fi hhack
into Coors Field" and admits that when they were fini hed "the field actually looked war e.'
That' when he turned to STMA Board Member and Coors Field Head Groundskeeper ark
Razum, who agreed to check out the field. Reilly ays "After he (Razum) laughed for 10 min-
utes, he offered some pointers on grooming the field and promised equipment and a day of his

crew's time. Mark Razum is God."
Reilly then recounts the success of Razum's intervention, the re -

urrected field's impact on the team' sea on and the community's
enjoyment of it, noting, "Things have gone ut e er ince.'

Thank, Mr. Rill, for putting thi positive light on ark'
assistance and on our profes ion. Mark didn't ven mention

this project at the following week's STMA Board meeting. nd
thank, as well, to Mark and his wit, Katherine, for our support
of The uts and the baseball e .perience and for your generou

contribution in funding the Fi hhack Fi ld project.

Rich Moffitt.
STMA President
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_I STMA News r ~ __ ---_

George Toma, one of the founders of
STMA, was honored at the Pro Football
Hall of Fame Celebration in Canton, OH.
He won an award that's only been given
four times in nearly 30 years.

5 tic et

eorge Q-manameu•10 eer
Award wmner

o the
The winning ticket in the fir t Foundation

Drawing to upport ports turf-related re earch and
cholar hip opened the door to a once in a lifetime

experience for winner Dave Ditzler turf & irrigation
pecialist for Grinnell College in rinnell, IA. Dave and

his" ife ami, hared an expen e -paid trip to Canton,
all, to join in the Pro Football Hall of Fame' 2001
Enshrinement Weekend celebration la t July.

lIighlight of the trip for Dave was borrowing a
pre pas to get on the field during aturda night
practice e ion for the /liarni Dolphin and t. Loui
Ram. rmed with hi 35-mm camera Dave took the
field. He ays," e have a on named Zach Thoma,
o 1 headed for the Dolphin middle linebacker num-

ber 54, Zach Thoma. Telling him about our on led
to an autograph and a photo with him." Dave mingled
with the pre and player, alternating taking hot with
Tami' hooting orne from the tand .

Ditzler al 0 arranged to meet George Toma at the
Hall of Fame (HOF) pre-game Tailgate Party. Dave
say "The turnout wa huge and I thought I'd never
connect with him, but we did within 10 minute of
arnvmg. eeting him was a highlight of the trip for
me. We're undertaking a 2 million, 23-acre, multiple-

The "Magnificent Seven" player
inductee presented to the
world during the 2001 Pro

Football Hall of Fame's
Enshrinement Weekend celebration
in Canton, OH, weren't the only
honoree used to being in the spot-
light. George Toma, one of STMA's
founder, and Playing Field
Con ultant for the ational Football
League, wa honored with the Daniel
F. Reeves Pioneer ward, named for
the late Daniel . Reeves, former
owner of the Lo ngeles Rams.

The Hall of Fame announcement note, "Toma, considered a master at his trade,
port' preeminent ground keeper. Hi inno ation , expert care, and preservation of

8 September 2001

pro football's championship fields, including all 35 Super Bowls, has earned him wide-
spread recognition and acclaim. It is a reputation he has earned over a career that
spans nearly 60 years."

Emil Bossard was mentor

Toma landed his first groundskeeping job at the Class A Eastern League home of
the Wilkes-Barre (PA) Barons. Legendary Cleveland Indians groundskeeper Emil
Bossard was his first mentor. After serving in the Army during the Korean War, Toma
returned to sports turf management, moving through the ranks of several minor league
teams. In 1963 he was hired to provide his expert services for the Kansas City Chiefs.
His first direct connection with the FL came with field preparation for the first Super
Bowl. Toma has demonstrated his field expertise on baseball, football, and soccer
venues around the world.

In 1981, he lent his expertise to the formation of STMA. He remains active and his
name is seen regularly on the "referred by" line on STMA membership applications.

Congratulations, George, on a job well done "and then some!" ST

all of Fame
field con truction project at the college. George let
me pick hi brain for 90 minutes. I was scribbling
note on napkin ."

Local hospitality
Bob Patt, current F (and past ST ) treasurer

and Civic Center anagerl tadium Manager for the
City of Canton, the key force in
putting together the Raffle
package, met the Ditzlers at the
airport and showed them
around Canton. Dave ay,
"Bob Patt wa great. " e felt
welcome right away. He even
ga e u a behind the scene
tour of the Civic Center."

The Ditzler tayed at the
Hilton Hotel, rubbing elbow
with the HOF dignitarie sta -
ing there, including a chat with
TFL great and televi ion tar
lerlin 01 on. The Hall of

Fame vi it on unday wa made
even better b ' running into

Jackie Slater who was also touring the facility with fami-
ly members. Slater, an offensive lineman who played
for 20 years with the Rams, was one of the inductees.

The Ditzlers ended their official HOF event sched-
ule enjoying the HOF Game between the St. Louis
Rams and Miami Dolphins.

ot a bad return for a $5 raffle ticket!

At the HOF Tailgate Party, Ditzler meets George Toma, STMA founder
and recipient of the NFL's Daniel F. Reeves Pioneer Award.
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industrybooks.com
BOOKSTORE

Pictorial Guides to Quality
Groundskeeping Book I
by Floyd Perry,
The only textbooks on the market for the grounds
supervisor, athletic coach, Iinle league volunteer, or
baseball purist. Over 500 photos in each text with
many in color.

Sports Turf Management
Program-Maintenance &
Renovation Planning
Guide,
by Guise & Associates,
This manual was develop,ed to p'rovide a plan
for the management of the baseball field

~ .. ~ Iplay.ing surface and p,rovides operational
guioelmes for the grounds crew to use as port

1~---.--- ...t1 of the maintenance plan. This book p'rovldes
~;;;~~~;.t a plan of action outlining the tasks to be com-
Iji pleted and benchmarks to measure the

....... ..:.o..::.u~ progress of the program. 160 pgs.

offers Sports Turf readers a one-stop shop for all books on
turf and related topics. We promise to provide the best
reference materials to help build and maintain your busi-
ness. If you would like additional information on our titles
or would like to suggest a title or subject not shown
please contact us toll free at (BOO) 203-2552 or on-line at
WW'JIJ.industrybooks.com.

Book One, II Covering All The Bases II

(100 pgs) covers Mound and Home Plate Repair;
Edging, Dragging, lip Reduction; Water Removal;

r"""'""-==-:::::::::::-:=",,--. Homemade Equipment and Tricks of the Trade.

by Sharon Lilly
This book will teach you the basic science,
along with real world techniques to assist
your in-house tree care program, to
guide you in the selection of a qualified
arborist and in the writing of comprehen-
sive maintenance specifications. 220 pgs.

r:3rr;v';;r.:;J1

Picture Perfect:
Mowing Techniques for Lawns,
Landscapes, and Sports

By David R. Mellor,
Picture Perfect gives you first-hand, step-by-step
guidance on creating your own unique lawn panerns.
You'll learn the ~asic panerns - checkerboard,
stripes, diamonds, waves, arches and circles - in sim-
ple step-by-step instructions, along with practical
advice on equipment selection and use. Panerns are
demonstrated in simple instructions followed by
dozens of detailed photographs. 160 pgs.

Pictorial Guides to Quality
Groundskeeping Book II

Book Two, II There Ain't No Rules II

(108 pgs.l covers Football, Soccer, Softball, little
league, Minor league, College and High School
Facilities. Also covers Curbside Appeal; Tricks of the
Trade, New Ideas for Easy Maintenance; Professional
Research from Higher learning Centers and much more. Turfgrass Management

Information Directory:
Third Edition
by Dr. Keith Karno/c,
A mandatory reference for all turfgrass
instructors and practitioners, the Turfgrass
Management Information Directory: 2nd
Edition is loaded with helpful information, is
completely revised, and has six entirely new
sections. Perfect for all turfgrass practitioners

~r.v;:r.::I,and golf course superintendents! 300 pgs.

4022 - Pictorial Guides to
Quality Groundskeeping

2 book set, $69.90

Turfgrass Soil Fertility and
Chemical Problems
Assessment and
Management,

By R.N. Carrow, D.V. Waddington, P.E.Rieke,

Turfgrass Soil Fertility and Chemical Problems is the
best single-source, practical management tool that
will help you overcome every fertility management
challenge you face! 500 pgs.

Maintain It Easy (Keep It Safe),

by Grounds Maintenance Services,

learn from hundreds of instructional photos featur-
ing all aspects of softball field groundskeeping.
Explains: lip reduction; sening of multiple bases
and pitching plates; dragging equipment and pat-
terns; base line options; unique complex ideas;
dugout design; baning cage and hining station; lay-
out; water removal and much more. Unique field
ideas from across the country.

r--~::;::::;;:::.....-:;:;;:::;;:::;:;::;:---,

Color Atlas of Turfgrass Weeds

Iy LI. "" Mc<'a1J J.- tl fwRst, DMI tl
IfII. r.1. ~ Fred relwrh.
Weeds con couse many problems in turf situations.
One of most undesirable characteristics olweed infes-
tation ~ the disruption of turf unnormity - so vital fo
the golf, sports field, and managed landscape indus-
try. This bookexplains why, and helps you problem-
solve for effective management.

Sports Fields: A Manual for
Design, Construction and
Maintenance,

by Jim Puhalla, Jeff Krans, and Mike Goatley,

This book covers every important aspect of planning,
design, construction and turfgrass maintenance with
hundreds of illustrations and step-by-step procedures
to help you get the job done right. No other book
provides such intricate detail, combined with easy-to
understand guidance. Sports Fields is unparalleled in

r--,"===-~:::::::=--, quality, practicality, and scope. 600 pgs.

The ABC's Grounds
Maintenance: Volume III
SoccerlFootball Field Refurbishment,
6y Grounds MailltelDlCe Service,
Features sening/rebuilding; homeplate area;
rebuilding pitchers mound; sodding dugout walk-
ways; application of crushed; brick; rounding infield
crescent; complete infield; repair of turf; fertilizing
& overseeding, patterns; reducing infield lips;
removal of dew from grass; water removal in day
areas; edging the running track. VIDEO. 55 Minutes.

2001 Grounds Maintenance
Equipment Blue Book: Your
Guide to Outdoor Power
Equipment,

by Intertec Publishing

This guide includes overage wholesale trade-in values (high
and Low), approximate suggested listed price new IEO.B,
P.O.E), and overage resole prices for riding and wol -
behind lawn mowers (residential, cammercal and golf
course), chain sows, grounds maintenance
equipment( edgers, trimmers, rotary tillers, snowthrowers,
chippers and blowers) and IownIgarden and compact troc-
tors. (overs 40,000 models produced by 400 manufacturers.
(overage from April I, 'Ol-Marm 31, '01. 734 pgs.
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