Isn"t it time youv had the
home fteam advantage?

——

Aeration fines are changing and so are aerating practices.
More and more sports turf manager are discovering some
remarkable improvements in their turf after adopting an
extended aeration program. We offer versitility when it
comes to aeration, with 4', &' or 15" widths, three point
hitch or tow-behind, along with your choice of five fines.
(BA-600 SuperJect 6' aerator pictured).

The B-SDS-4 Simple
Dimple Seeder is Ideal

Bannerman topdressers are built fo the highest
engineering standards, hydraulically controlled
to ensure uniformity and economy. We have a
variety of sizes, from 1.5 cu. yd. to 7.5 cu. yd.
and one to fit all your requirements. (BTD-20
Turf Topper pictured).

for thickening turf and
filling in worn or bare
spots. Surface
disturbance is a thing
B of the past, along with
P shutting down a
sportsfield for seeding.
Featuring accurate
and adjustable seed
rates to meet the
needs of all types of

seed variefies.

41 Kelfield Street, Rexdale, Ontario, Canada M9W 5A3
CANADA 1-800-325-4871

USA 1-800-665-2696
www.sportsturfmagic.com
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TOP QUALITY
TURF SEED

PROVEN
PERFORMANCE

LRENSHAW APOLLO

Creeping Bentgrass Freiudﬂ'l‘,
PRINCETON 105 "

KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS

These are just a few of the top names from more than a hundred seed varieties that United Horticultural Supply
has to offer the turf professional. No other seed marketing and distribution company has as many top quality seed
products to offer in all categories and is able to serve every level of customer requirement.

Our list includes the most elite varieties for the world's best golf courses to general
reclamation needs for customers in golf course and sports turf management,
professional lawn care, landscape contracting, commercial turf and sod production.

)
Many of these seed varieties are included in blends and mixtures to meet local -

climatic and use requirements and feature pure seed of the highest genetic quality. Horticultural Supply.

For more information and a copy of our Seed Specification Guide,
contact your local sales representative or see our web site
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F.E. ("Eddie”) Seaward, Head Groundsman,
The All England Lawn Tennis & Croquet
Club, Wimbledon, shows off the pristine
condition of Centre Court.
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Available in Limited Quantities in the Summer of 2001
Only From These Authorized Certified
Sealslel Seashore Paspalum Growers

Seal. SE

Certified Seashore Paspalum

US Sales

Bladerunner Farms
Poteet TX

830 276-4455

830 276-8618(Fax)
Diamond Turf LLC
Cordele GA

478 741-6000

478 742-0750(Fax)
Modern Turf
Rembert SC

803 713-8873

803 713-8882(Fax)
Phillip Jennings
Turf Farms
Norristown GA

478 668-3729

478 668-3597(Fax)
Pike Creek Turf, Inc.
Adel GA

800 232-7453

229 896-7584(Fax)
Rapid Turf, Inc.
Rfu{:m (}A'f

912 826-2454

912 826-2882(Fax)
SMR Turf and Trees
Bradenton FL

941 746-8873

941 708-3391 (Fax)

US Sales

South FL Grassing
Hobe Sound FL

800 483-4279

561 546-3482(Fax)
South FL Sod, Inc.
Punta Gorda FL

941 637-4770

941 637-0196(Fax)
Southern Tm’f
Internationa
Kahuku HI

808 232-2277

808 293-5748(Fax)
Southern Turf
Nurseries, Inc.
Punta Gorda FL
Brookfield GA

800 841-6413

334 987-5951(Fax)
The Turfgrass Group
Marshallville GA
678 642-0915

770 382-8210(Fax)
Thomas Family
Wharton TX
979 532-2593

979 282-9773(Fax)

www.seaislel .com

US Sales

Tifton Turf, Inc.
Ashburm G

800 841-6645

229 386-1207(Fax)
Tu?"gmss America
Parker AZ

Tampa FL

Camilla GA

Bay City TX

Poteet TX

800 445-2602

979 245-1508(Fax)
West Coast Turf
Palm Desert CA
Stevinson CA

800 447-1840

760 360-5616(Fax)

International Sales
Phillip Jennings
Turf Farms
Norristown GA

478 668-3729

478 668-3597(Fax)
Southern Tu?"
Internationa
Kahuku HI

808 232-2277

808 293-5748(Fax)
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International Sales

Southern Turf
Nurseries, Inc.
Brookfield GA

334 987-5950

334 987-5951 (Fax)
wagmss America
Bay City TX

979 245-2655

979 245-1508(Fax)
West Coast Turf
Palm Desert CA

760 360-5464

760 360-5616(Fax)

Argentina Sales
Asociacion Argentina
de Golf

Buenos Aires, Argentina
+54(114) 325-1113
+54(114) 325-8660(Fax)

International Licensing
Manderley Turfgrass
International, Inc.
Nepean, Ontario, Canada
877 441-8746

613 225-7725(Fax)


http://www.seaislelcom

Calendar of Events

2001

July 18-22

Turfgrass Producers International
Summer Convention and Field Days,
Westin Harbour Castle, Toronto,
ON, Canada. Contact Bob O’'Quinn,
at tel. (800) 405-8873 or e-mail:
roquinn@TurfGrassSod.org. Web
site: http//www.TurfGrassSod.org.

July 20-22

Outdoor Power Equipment
Institute’s (OPEI) 18th annual
International Lawn, Garden &
Power Equipment Expo (EXPO
2001), Kentucky Exposition Center,
Louisville, KY. Contact Sellers
Expositions, at tel. (800) 558-8767,
or tel. (812) 949-9200. Web site:

http://expo.mow.org.

July 31

Midwest Regional Turf Field
Day, Purdue University, West
Lafayette, IN. Contact Bev Bratton,
at tel. (765) 494-8039. Web site:
http://www.agry.purdue.edu/turf.

August 5

Cornell University Field Day,
Ithaca, NY. Contact Joann
Gruttadaurio, at tel. (607) 255-1792.

August 22

Michigan Turfgrass Field Day,
Hancock  Turfgrass Research
Center, Michigan State University,
East Lansing, MI. Contact Kay
Patrick, at tel. (517) 321-1660 or e-
mail: mtfturf@man.com. Web site:
http://www.michiganturfgrass.org.

September 2-4

GAFA Koln International Garden
Trade Fair, Cologne, Germany. E-
mail: gafa@koelnmesse.de. Web site:
http:/km.nexum.de/gafa.

October 16-17
Garden Expo, Toronto Congress
Centre, Toronto, ON, Canada. For
more information, contact Landscape
Ontario  Horticultural Trades
Association, Special Events Dept., at
tel. (905) 875-1805 or e-mail: showin
fo@landscapeontario.com. Web site:
http:/www.hort-trades.com.
{continued on page 39)

Goals

his magazine covers sports fields, but I'm not
referring to soccer goals here. Rather, I'm refer-

ring to the goals I have in mind for this publica-
tion. The goals for sportsTURF magazine are fairly sim-
ple—publish sports facility profiles, technical articles,
and product and industry news sections that are of
value to you, the readers; promote the value of your industry association,
the Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA), and each of its many chap-
ters; and foster the professionalism of the industry as a whole.

Achieving those goals, on the other hand, will be a much greater chal-
lenge. Please bear with me as I learn about the sports turf industry and
determine what types of stories are of value to your day-to-day work lives
and your overall operations. I'd like to hear your ideas about the magazine,
so drop me a line if you get the urge (sportsTURF, P.O. Box 2429, Milford,
CT 06460, tel. 203-882-9485, e-mail: moswald@mail.aip.com).

I got a jump start on the learning process when I attended STMA's
spring board meeting in Denver, CO, in early April. The board members
deserve a good deal of credit for allowing myself, editorial director Jo
Treadwell, publisher Steve Brackett, and division manager Rick Schwer to
“crash” the meeting for a couple hours. Since then, the board has e-mailed
me several story ideas and general suggestions for the magazine, all of
which are greatly appreciated and are being considered.

One interesting and timely article, that I cannot take credit for, begins
on page 8 of this issue. It's interesting, because it provides an exclusive
insider’s peek at the maintenance and care of Wimbledon’s grass courts. It’s
timely, because Wimbledon is played from June 25th through July 8th. The
story was written by the head groundsman at The All England Lawn
Tennis & Croquet Club, F.E. (“Eddie”) Seaward. Some of you may recognize
Eddie from his visit to the STMA 12th Annual Conference & Exhibition last
January in Tampa, FL, where he made a presentation entitled “The
Wimbledon Year.”

Someone once said that change is the only constant, and this magazine
is no exception. In September, sportsTURF will make its debut in a larger,
junior-tabloid size—10 x 13.75 inches. In addition to the size increase, the
new sportsTURF will feature a redesigned appearance, reorganized layout
and more clearly focused content. Readers and advertisers alike are sure to
appreciate the changes planned.

Again, I welcome the challenge I have outlined for myself, and hope to
eventually live up to your, and my own, expectations for sportsTURF mag-
azine. Being far from perfect, I am sure to make a few mistakes along the
way, as I'm sure all of you have made at some point in your profession. But
with lots of hard work, a good deal of patience and a dash of luck, I'm hope-
ful I can meet your expectations.

M&Oﬁ&/ Michael Oswald
Editor

6 June 2001
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My professional
football team
was undefeated
on grass from

ummer heat is here. It may be combined with T f
S heavy rainfall or high humidity levels or with dry u r g ra SS

or even drought conditions. Either set of extremes

adds more challenges for the sports turf manager. A m e ri c a

Working with the whims of Mother Nature calls for flexibility, ingenuity,
and resourcefulness—attributes that are never posted on a job description,
but which are a key part of being successful in this profession. Developing a
field management program to produce the best possible playing surfaces in
an ever-changing environment is complex. It demands a solid understanding
of turfgrass science and the experience to adapt those scientific principles to
meet existing conditions. The field maintenance program is based on plan-
ning ahead and trying to be prepared for every possible scenario. Sports turf
managers sometimes must work against basic agronomic practices to pro-
duce a playable field for the next game knowing they will need to alter or
even reverse the results of their actions to preserve the long-term playabili-
ty of the field.

Managers Association
www.sportsturfmanager.com

Things Are Heating Up

One of the greatest resources in accomplishing all this is networking, tap-
ping into the knowledge and expertise of other sports turf managers. The
Sports Turf Managers Association was formed to help facilitate this sharing
of information. An important function of the association is making it easier
for sports turf managers to connect with each other.

Things are heating up with action in multiple areas to do just that. The
comments and suggestions provided through the survey earlier this year
have been very beneficial to the STMA Board, Committees and Headquarters
in this process.

STMA Headquarters maintains a database of contact information on our
members and has asked every member to review their information and make
any changes or additions necessary to bring it up to date. Members can use the
membership roster or contact Headquarters to get the information for one-on-

| one communication. The STMA Website Committee currently is in the process
of upgrading the website (www.sportsturfmanager.com) to make it more “user-
friendly” as a communications tool and to increase the information posted there.
The STMA Membership Committee is working on developing methods to make
interaction between members easier and to enhance membership benefits.

The Chapters have just completed a series of regional Conference Calls to
share ideas on programs and services. The Chapters are expanding their out-
reach to provide educational resources not only to their members and poten-
tial members, but also to those in job positions that interact with the sports
turf manager, to field user groups, and to the general public.

The Marketing Committee is interacting with all of the other committes to
build public awareness/image awareness for our profession. This heat wave of
action is already producing positive results and more are sure to follow.

.ﬁ Rich Moffitt
STMA President

sportsTURF « hitp.//www.sportsturfonline.com Circle 104 on Inquiry Card.
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Exclusive article for sportsTURF magazine|

Behind the Scenes at Wimbledon

A special insider's peek at the maintenance
and care of Wimbledon's grass courts.

by FE. |"Eddie”) Seaward
ndsman, The All England
lawn Tennis & Croquet Club

or two weeks every summer,
F the tennis world and its mil-

lions of followers are focused
on The Championships played on the
grass courts at Wimbledon. More
than 400,000 will make a personal
visit and many millions more
throughout the world will watch
daily on their televisions. But there
remains a story behind the public
spectacle—a tale of careful turf culti-
vation practices and a methodical
management of logistics—of which
the public at large remains unaware.

To begin with, the vast majority of
fans do not realize that The All
England Lawn Tennis & Croquet
Club is really a membership-based
club, with tennis being played
throughout the year. This puts addi-
tional requirements on the turf
preparation practices for both the
public and private tennis events.

The grass court season starts in
mid-May and finishes in mid-
September, during which time
there are a number of Club match-
es and other private events taking
place, many of them after The
Championships. When the grass sur-
faces are not available, tennis is played
on a variety of surfaces consisting of
European Clay, Shale and Fast Dry,
each of which requires its own particu-
lar maintenance program.

Preparation of the grass courts
starts within a few weeks of The
Championships being played. The all-
important autumn renovation com-
mences on Centre Court and No. 1
Court at the beginning of August. This
program, which is carried out on each
court, consists of scarification, deep
tine aeration, overseeding (or “over-
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sowing” as we sometimes call it in the
UK) and topdressing. Our ProSeed 48-
inch seeder/dresser completes both
operations in one pass and gives the
random seed dispersal and excellent
germination rates that we require.

Once the two main courts are com-
pleted, work progresses on the
remaining 32 courts. The sequence of
the courts that are taken out of play is
planned in advance in order to cater
to the requirements of Member and
Club events, ensuring there are
always sufficient courts available for
play. As the season comes to an end,
approximately 10 courts remain that
still require autumn renovation work.

Once the autumn work is complet-
ed, the winter maintenance routine
for the grass courts is put into opera-
tion. This consists of deep tine aera-
tion with solid tines using our Verti-
Drain aerator. We typically use it
until the end of January, whenever
the soil and weather conditions allow.
Aeration with this type of equipment
any closer to playing season can cause
problems with holes opening up as
the clay loam that forms the root zone
is allowed to dry out prior to The
Championships. Mowing takes place
on an “as and when required” basis;
ideally the height will be 14 mm (5/8-
inch). Whenever possible after mow-
ing, surface aeration takes place
using the ProSeed Sorel Roller
machine, though without seed.
Throughout the winter, we keep a
careful watch for fungal diseases,
mainly fusarium, and administer a
chemical treatment if required.

During the winter months, much
of the organization for the next
Championships and beyond will be

F.E. (“Eddie”) Seaward, Head
Groundsman at The All England Lawn
Tennis & Croquet Club, shows off the

pristine condition of Centre Court.

dealt with, avoiding the need to do
this work once life becomes busy
again in the spring with the prepara-
tion of the courts. Many review meet-
ings are held at this time to ensure
that all arrangements for The
Championships are examined and
decisions made and implemented.

Recruitment of grounds crew is
another major undertaking that
requires our attention. There is a
need to employ, under contract, an
additional 14 members of the staff for
the summer season. Some of these
are turf students from British col-
leges, while others are recruited from
as far away as Australia.

In August, the Club hosts a three-

SportsTURF « http://www.sportsturfonline.com
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day seminar for the grounds crew on
the construction and maintenance of
grass courts. Speakers and topics are
scheduled and usually completed by
the end of March. With regard to turf
management, orders are placed for
marking compounds, grass seed, top
dressing, etc., so the whole year is
planned out well in advance. As the
new playing season gets closer, along
with The Championships, the majori-
ty of time can then be spent concen-
trating on that all-important event.

The opening of the grass court sea-
son is one of the highlights of the year
and on that Sunday in May, the major-
ity of the courts are required.
Members' play will then continue
until two days before the start of The
Championships. For the opening of
the season, the courts are prepared
with the height of cut at 8 mm (3/8-
inch). At this stage, the courts are not
as hard as they will be for The
Championships, because the moisture
levels within the soil are a great deal
higher at this time than they will be
for The Championships.

To reduce the moisture in the soil,
covers will be transported from stor-
age in the north of England, installed
and gotten ready for operation
approximately two weeks before the
event. The actual timing of the start
of using the covers is very dependent
on the weather. If the pressure is
high with no rain, then there is no
need to use them. But if the weather
is unsettled, then the covers will be
used each time rain falls, day or

STMA e http://www.sportsturfmanager.com

night.

This results in the grounds
crew having to work long hours as
the covers cannot be put on the
courts in the evening until after
Members have finished playing,
which can be as late as 8:15 p.m.

At the time of the final court
preparations for The Championships,
there are many other important oper-
ations that have to be completed.
Television crews arrive to install
cameras, and many miles of cables
for public address and information
technology purposes are installed
throughout the grounds. Some of
this equipment is attached directly
to the umpires’ chairs. Hospitality
units have to be completed, canvas
surrounds erected at the courts and
scoreboards installed.

One little known
fact is the “rabbit
warren” of hidden,
underground tunnels
and access corridors
that run below the
courts. These are
particularly useful
during The Cham-
pionships, as they
allow turf mainte-
nance and other
equipment, as well
as personnel, to be
moved rapidly from
one area to another—
all out of the view of
the cameras.

The Wimbledon grounds crew
utilizes ProSeed equipment to
help keep the grass courts in
great shape. “Our ProSeed
48-inch seeder/dresser com-
pletes both operations in one
pass, and gives the random
seed dispersal and excellent
germination rates that we
require,” Seaward says.

Two
weeks
before the
start of The
120 students

Championships,
(employed as court attendants) have
to be trained in their duties, which
include operating the covers, supply-
ing the players with towels and ice,
and operating the scoreboards. At
this stage there are a large number of

people working throughout the
grounds on a variety of activities. All
this, and much more, has to be com-
pleted before the players arrive for
practice on the courts prior to The
Championships.

Practice officially starts one week
before The Championships, on the 14
designated practice courts. The players

Eddie Seaward (left) and John Souter, outside the
entrance to The Institute of Groundsmanship display
at SALTEX, last September.

June 2001 9


http://hffp:lIwww.sportsfurfmanager.com

are also given allocated times when
they are able to use the match courts,
with the exception of Centre and No. 1
Courts. These allocated times will com-
mence on the Wednesday before The
Championships and continue until 6:30
p.m. that Saturday. That afternoon, a
traditional ladies Members' match will
take place on Centre and No. 1 Courts,
with two sets of tennis being played on
Centre Court and one set on No. 1
Court. This provides the opportunity for
us to ensure that all the equipment on
the courts is functioning properly. It
also allows the ballboys and ballgirls,
who have been training since February,
a chance to get used to the surround-
ings before going onto the courts on the
first Monday—in front of a worldwide
television audience and 14,000 people
in the Centre Court stadium itself.

During this practice week, the
Qualifying Tournament takes place
at another facility a few miles away
on 16 grass courts, which have all
been prepared in a similar manner
(including use of the covers) by

The Wimbledon grounds crew uses the Verti-Drain aerator—which has solid tines for deep
tine aeration—during its winter maintenance routine.

another grounds team. Weather per-
mitting, this will start on a Monday
and finish on a Friday. The effect of
all this tennis, and the final prepara-

tions, ensures that the week before
The Championships is extremely
busy for all concerned.

(continued on page 14)
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