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For more information contact us at:

Nu-Gro Technologies, Inc. * 2680 Horizon Drive SE, Suite F5 * Grand Rapids, Ml 49546
1-888-370-1874 * Fax: 616-949-4882 * www.nugrotech.com
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Laser Leveling is proud to introduce the first and only ~ automatically finish any ballfield with astounding '4”
laser grading system designed specifically for baseball accuracy. The GradeMaster also features the
and softball field grading and finishing. Our PILOT hydraulic system, which utilizes state-of-

Diamond Series family of cone-grade lasers the-art proportional valve technology

allow you to dial in the exact amount to deliver more reliable blade per-
of cone slope, meaning that your formance and control,
fields will always be perfectly The Laser Leveling Grade-
graded, without ever moving the Master and Diamond Series
laser. The Diamond Series is quite Ballfield Grading System, two
simply the best solution available to more ways in which “We're Taking the
ballfield construction and maintenance Grading Industry to a New Level”. If you
contractors on the marker today. would like more information on our complete
When the Diamond Series is combined with the Grade-  line of grading attachments, please visit our website

Master automatic grading system, you will be able to  at www.laserleveling.com.

PO. Box 17678 Tampa, FL. 33682

800.622.5777 www.laserleveling.com

LaserLeveling
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Ca ver Story

STMA 2001: Lookrng Forward

STMA Executive Director Steve Trusty outlines the expectations of the
association for the coming year.

Main Events

TR

Ross Kurcab-2001 Manager of the Year

sportsTURF recognizes the hard work and accomplishments of Ross
Kurcab in naming him its 2001 Manager of the Year

----------------------------------------

Groundskeeper in Paradise

Building new sports fields in Hawaii (or moving mountains, re-
plumbing Artesian springs and then some...like NOT using local sand).
By George Toma (part | of Il).

Web Site Content

www.sportsturfonline.com
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With the new Groundsmaster’
3500-D rotary mower, '
your fields can look just like this. —

(Give or take 79,000 orange seats.)

It’s the first rotary mower designed to make your fields look like a pro stadium. Nort only are there
rear rollers for striping, but our Sidewinder™ cutting system also lets you slide the cutting decks ) www.toro.com
12 inches to the left or right of center so you can vary your tire tracking. And quality of curt?

The three independently floating Contour™ Plus decks cur so much like a reel mower you'll swear

youre in a pro stadium. Give or take 79,000 seats. To learn more, see your Toro distributor,
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Looking back,
looking ahead

nother new year is upon us. Some might
even tell you that this is the beginning of a
new Millennium, as well, but after all the
hoopla from last year's celebrations, no one is really interested in
that theory. I haven’t heard any talk about a Y2K+1 bug, and I'm

grateful for that.

With a new year come resolutions. It's almost a sport among
ideal-minded men and women, taking stock of one’s life at the begin-
ning of the year and deciding on certain lifestyle changes to improve
one's health or well being. Gym membership and attendance rise;
cigarette sales dip; pounds are lost. And every year, across the
world, two or three of these resolutions actually stick, and come July,
someone who vowed to hit the gym three times a week after work,
kick smoking or fit into those jeans from college actually succeed.
But for the rest of us, things are pretty much back to normal by the
time the STMA National Conference rolls around.

Besides looking ahead, the new year is a good time to look back at
the year that was just completed. When I look back at 2000, there
are two major personal events that took place that I will always
remember as I look back to that year. The first is my June wedding
to my beautiful college sweetheart, Rachel. Our union, as well as the
chance to spend time with family and friends who celebrated with us
from all across the country, was easily the highlight of my life.

Another major event for me, on a professional level, was my hiring
as editor for sportsTURF magazine. January 2000 was my first
month working on sportsTURF and with the STMA. I was unsure of
what to expect back then, and a little intimidated at being the new
kid on the field. But I have to say that every member of the STMA
that I have spoken with has made me feel right at home, from my
first show in St. Louis, through all the phone calls, conversations and
meetings that have led up to the present day.

I would like to thank all of you whom I have been so fortunate to
meet over the past 12 months, for your assistance, support and
friendliness. While there are too many folks to thank individually, I
have to give a special thanks to Suz Trusty, possibly the most help-
ful, friendly and hardworking woman I've ever had the chance to
work with. Thanks to Suz and Steve Trusty and all the active mem-
bers of the STMA, the association is strong and growing stronger, as
seen by the growing number of chapters, the growing roster of mem-
bers and the record number of attendees and exhibitors at this year’s
National Conference.

It's an exciting time to be a part of the STMA. I'm honored and
thrilled to be the editor for your magazine, and look forward to see-
ing and speaking with you all in 2001. Have a great year.

2:; i { ,£M F%ﬂa Michael SanFilippo

(847) 882-1942

Tip of the Month

6 January 2001

10 Steps to Safe
Sports Turf

by Frank S. Rossi, Cornell
University Turfgrass Team

1. Attention to detail: Poor
infield lips, depressed areas and
exposed rocks negate commit-
ment to safety.

2. Trained and dedicated staff:
Invest in hiring and educating
sports turf managers.

3. The right tool for the right
job: Invest in accessing equip-
ment to maximize efficiency, per-
formance and safety.

4. Build Partnerships: Field
staff, coaches, players, adminis-
tration and community invested
in field safety.

5. Maintain reasonable care:
Implement nonnegotiable man-
agement plan to maximize turf
and soil health.

6. Raise awareness of supple-
mentary facilities: Be aware of
lighting, fencing, signage, bleach-
ers, ete.

7. Just say no: Maintain and
enforce appropriate field closure
regulations.

8. Engage players and coaches:
Small tasks (seeding divots, etc.)
provide players with perspective
on field safety.

9. Player equipment stan-
dards: Insure appropriate safety
equipment is used during play.

10. “Dear Diary™ Accurate
record keeping for consistency
and historical management sys-
tems.

sportsTURF e http://www.sportsturfonline.com
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Calendar of Events

2001

January 25

Northeastern PA Turf School
& Trade Show, The Woodlands
Inn & Resort, Wilkes-Barre, PA.
Contact:  Andrew McNitt,
Department of Agronomy, 116
ASI Building, University Park,
PA 16802, (814) 863-1368,
asm4@psu.edu; or Pennsylvania
Turfgrass Council, PO Box 1078,
Lemont, PA 16851-1078, (814)
863-3475, fax (814) 863-3479,
sah15@psu.edu.

February 5-9

The Ohio State University
Golf Course Maintenance Short
Course, Holiday Inn on the Lane,
Columbus, OH. Register at (614)
292-4230. E-mail:
bloetscher.1@osu.edu.

February 6

Turfgrass Advocacy 2001,
Lobby Day, Legislative Office
Building et al, Albany, NY.
Contact: New York State
Turfgrass Association (NYSTA),
PO Box 612, Latham, NY 12110;
(518) 783-1229/(800) 873-TURF
(8873); fax (518) 783-1258;
nysta@nysta.org. Web site:
http://www.nysta.org.

February 20-21

Southern Illinois Grounds
Maintenance School, Gateway
Convention Center, One Gateway
Dr., Collinsville, IL. Contact: Ron
Cornwell, 200 University Park
Dr., Edwardsville, IL 62025; (618)
692-9434.

February 22-23

The Ohio State University
Professional Lawn Care Short
Course, Holiday Inn on the Lane,
Columbus, OH. Register at (614)
292-4230. E-mail:
bloetscher.1@osu.edu.

Ot

Managers Association
www.sportsturfmanager.com

New Years Resolutions

tions, and I have an even stronger urge to do so

now, in 2001. Mayvbe that’s because I've taken
time to assess my goals this past year and make
changes in my life to focus more on what's really important to me. Maybe it’s
because I've spent the last few months watching our nation and our world
struggle with legal issues and technology issues while too often ignoring
basic issues of character, morality, faith, love and charity.

I t’s traditional to start the New Year with resolu-

So, here are a few New Years Resolutions I'd like to share with you.

I resolve to use more empathy when dealing with others. I'm going to take
into consideration the health, family status and financial pressures of others
as they face their daily responsibilities.

I'll try to see the world through the eyes of children and through the eyes
of seniors when I'm sharing their company or talking with them.

I resolve to hold my tongue when I'm angry, but to be quick to speak up
with praise.

I resolve to stand up for my principles, knowing there will be issues on
which I can not compromise, even though others around me are doing so.

I resolve to do a better job of instructing those who need to follow my
direction, whether they are employees, fellow workers, other volunteers, fam-
ily or friends. And, I resolve to do a better job of accepting and adhering to
instructions when I'm the one who is being directed by others.

I resolve to take responsibility for my actions and for the actions of those
I supervise no matter how tough it may be when the results of those actions
fail to match my plans or meet my expectations.

I resolve to set my sights on my goals and dreams and never let a day go
by without moving closer to them.

I resolve to take the time to smell the fresh mown grass, to bask in the
warmth of the sunlight, to enjoy the gentle breeze and soft spring rain, and
to admire the moon and stars at night.

I resolve to spend time with friends and concentrate on their company
without thinking about all the other things I should be doing.

Most of all, I resolve to spend more time with the people I love and to be
sure I let them know how much I love them and how important they are to
me.

I wish you all a wonderful 2001!

: Rich Moffitt
% STMA President
(314) 977-2956

sports TURF « http.//www.sportsturfonline.com
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the Local Sand!) P

Groundskeeper in
Paradise

Building New Sports Fields in Hawaii (Or Moving Mountains,
Re-Plumbing Arfesian Springs and Then Some. .

Like NOT Using
art |

natural grass
fields. The word
is that Aloha
Stadium  will
have real grass
for next year's
game, even if it’s
sod installed
just for that day.

have made countless trips to
I Hawaii to prepare fields for the

NFL Pro Bowl, the all-star game
held in Honolulu each year since
1979. Getting the Pro Bowl fields in
shape, including natural grass prac-
tice fields, requires advance work, of
course. So more than one trip to
Hawaii is involved. But it’s sun and
fun duty and I regard the main event

as a privilege—like attending a The grounds
reunion of the stars of the game. program  and
crews for all 21

This Hawaiian sports classic has events have

been directed by
me or my son,
Chip. Since he

always been played on artificial turf.
But this is about to change. After 2001
all Pro Bowl matches will be played on

An ideal backdrop for a worksite. Photos courtesy Hal Dickey

'SHOWCASE

On-Deck Circle Pads

On-Deck Circle Pads with team logos used by Major and Minor League
teams and for Olympic, World Series and All-Star Games. Dura-Pads”
are tough and normally do not need resurfacing for 3-5 vears. Great for
team logos, league logos, sponsers or special events. Econo “Home™
and “Visitor” pads also available. One of the over 200 baseball products
available from “Your One-Stop Source for America’s leading baseball
surfaces and supplies:”

PARTAC / BEAM CLAY®
Kelsey Park, Great Meadows, NJ 07838

800/247-BEAM = 908/637-4191

Non-Clogging Pump

The Diamond
Pump is a durable,
non-clogging hand
pump which easily
removes 18-20
gallons of water per
minute from dirt
§ infields, sand traps,
ditches. Made of
¥ tough ABS and PVC, a
six-inch aluminum
disc prevents mud
=9l from being drawn

-_§ directly into the
: pump. Absolutely will
not clog.

Kuranda USA
2014 Renard Court, Units E,
Annapolis, MD 21401
(800) 752-5308
Fax: (410) 266-3944

Circle 117 on Inquiry Card
& January 2001

Circle 114 on Inquiry Card
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Renovate or Start Over?

We didn't try to renovate these
old fields. It wouldn’t have been
worth the effort—their design,
drainage and compaction problems
were that bad. Everyone involved

Building new fields at this site
wasn’'t easy. It practically required
moving a mountain and re-plumbing
an artesian spring. Not to mention
getting grass up and playable for
football in three months using a root-

agreed that starting over was our zone mix that contained no sand.
only option. On Nov. 19, 1999, the
excavators moved in and the old The cost of building a sports field,

fields were torn out. like almost everything else in

Toma prepares for another day at the “office.”

was named head groundskeeper for
the NFL four years ago, Chip Toma
has been in charge. So now I work for
him, at least on certain projects.

\Vagss
GREAT REASONS WHY
YOU SHOULD CONSIIDER
BULL’S EYE Bermuda
FOR YOUR NEXT
PROJECT.

It's become a January ritual for
us: Get the Super Bowl ready, then
we're Honolulu bound. Chip usually
is in flight during the Super Bowl
and I leave the next day. The big
difference in 2000 was that I stayed
in Hawaii until November.

I signed on as sports field consul-
tant with the University of Hawaii,
staying on the island until November.
My assignment: Upgrading the turf
and maintenance of the stadium field
for girl's softball, and getting a new
soccer field and football practice field
up from scratch.

e Virtually No Seedheads

¢ Good Shade Tolerance

e Deep Blue-Green Color

e Medium-Wide Blade For
Texture Contrast

e Can Be Mowed With
Rotary or Reel

These three fields are at the uni-
versity’s Manoa campus. This is
about halfway between Diamond
Head volecano and the Waikeki
resort district, only 10 minutes
from either by car. At the univer-
sity all the athletic facilities and
parking use up every square foot of
an area known as the Lower
Campus or Quarry area, which is
where the new football and soccer
fields are. They replace two old
football fields built nearly 20 years
ago in a two-tier arrangement on
old quarry ledges. 1 saw them when

BuLL's EYE

Bermuda

WEST COAST

W

GROWERS AND INSTALLERS OF
PREMIUM QUALITY 50D AND STOLONS

www.westcoastturf.com 760/360-5464 800/447-1840 FAX: 760/360-5616

they were new. We were looking for
Pro Bowl practice fields, but they
were rejected by the league even
back then.

Circle 115 on Inquiry Card
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Hawaii, is a lot higher than on the
mainland Nearly everything,
except maybe fruits and flowers,
has to be shipped in—including
suitable sand! The sand around
Honolulu or anywhere on Oahu is
way too fine for our soil mix needs.
This probably explains why the old
fields had so many problems., They
were built with hauled-in clay silt
and no sand. We had the soil test-
ed and it had a pH of 7.9 and the
infiltration capacity was zilch—
would you believe only 0.3 inches
per hour!

Water also had been a serious
problem with the old fields and it
was a major fact in the site prep
done for the new ones. There is a
large underground spring in the
hillside just above the upper field.
A drainage system had been
installed alongside and under the

old fields. Actually, it did a fair job The architects and engineers, estimated that it discharged
of collecting the spring water but Belt Collins Hawaii, had a water between 85 to 100 GPM. This would
the field's surface was poorly  study done. Monitoring the flow  have been more than enough to irri-
drained. rate of the old drainage system they gate the new fields. But using this

UCT SHOWCASE
THATCH - MASTER TYPAR" TURF BLANKETS

48” & 60”
FINE TURF VERTI-CUT

Typar® Turf Blankets retain warmth, which enhances germination
and growth and helps protect turf from winterkill. The blankets
1. Commercial quality fine turf verti-cut also protect from wind and desiccation, retain moisture and
allow sunlight, air and water through to the soil. Made of spun-
bonded polypropylene, Typar Turf Blankets are tough, durable and
lear resistant.

2. PTO powered - 20 1o 30 H.P
I

3. Thin (.060) blades do NOT leave grooves

t. Extremely low maintenance TMSG. Inc
5. Fast 1155 Kildaire Farm Road, Suite 102
S8t Cary, NC 27
Turf Specialties, Inc. ot et
320 Third Street, S.W. » Winter Haven, FL 33880 Fax: 919-468-8748

Telephone: (863) 293-1657

Circle 000 on Postage Free Card

Circle 116 on Inquiry Card Circle 113 on Inquiry Card
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