
This material originally appeared in Landscape &
Irrigation September 1998. Bob Tracinski is business com-
munications manager for John Deere in Raleigh, NC. He is
public relations co-chair for the national STMA.
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Turfco Helps You Build A Turf That Gets Noticed.
Turfco offers you a strong team of turf building equipment. They're the fastest and most

versatile equipment to let you build hardier and healthier turf. Your sports fields become
safer to play on and easier to maintain. Originators of Mete-R-Matic® top dressers in 1961,
Iurtco's professional equipment gives your field a look that gets noticed.

Economy Aerator Precision Top Dresser Large Area Top Dresser
Now you can afford to Fast, uniform, versatile. Large, 4 cubic yard capacity
breathe life into any sports Patented chevron belt lets with patented chevron
field. This low cost, 62" you handle top dressing, belt applies material with
aerator has no hydraulics or lime, crumb rubber, gypsum, precision. Top dress from
mechanical linkages for easy calcine clay, compost and 1/32" to 6" to quickly handle
use and low maintenance. even overseeding with large areas. Material conveyor
Hooks up to any vehicle precision. Level fields and and spinner attachment for
in seconds. amend soil consistently. added versatility.

For details and the name of your local dealer, call1·800·679·8201 Choice Performers,
Choice Fields.

TurfeD Manufacturing Inc.
1655101st Avenue Northeast
Minneapolis, MN 55449-4420
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James and Harriet Beard are known
and respected throughout the U.S.
turfgrass development and manage-
ment arena. Their contributions in edu-
cation and research helped boost the
industry to the success it enjoys today.

Recently, the Department of Crop
and Soil Sciences at Michigan State
University (MSU) established an
endowment to honor their accomplish-
ments. The money will support stu-
dents who are pursuing doctorates in
turf grass research and management.

Beard is considered one of the indus-
try's pioneers. He retired in 1992 after
30 years of teaching and research at
MSU and Texas A&M. He has written
three definitive textbooks on turfgrass
research, production, and development.

For information about making a con-
tribution to the James B. and Harriet
Beard Endowment Fund, write to
James Obear, associate director of
development, 101 Agriculture Hall,
MSU, East Lansing, MI 48824, or call:
(517) 432-5179.

Lofts Presents
Royalty Check

Lofts Seed recently presented a
check for $3,883.30 to Virginia
Polytechnic Institute. The check repre-
sented 1997 sales of Georgetown
Kentucky bluegrass.

Dr. Richard Schmidt was on hand to
accept the royalty check from John
Brader, branch manager for Lofts Seed
in Maryland. "I look forward to pre-
senting the Lofts Seed royalty check to
Dr. Schmidt each fall," said Brader,
''Virginia Tech's research and the per-
formance of our varieties .in Virginia
are very important to Lofts. I am glad
our customers put us into a position to
give back to Virginia Tech."

Since 1984, Lofts has paid a total of
$41, 195.68 to Virginia Polytech for the
bluegrass variety.
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Afull artificial hitting square along
the baseline aids in fungo hitting,
and avoids turf tear-out around home
plate.

Floyd Perry is author of three
books: The Pictorial Guides to Quality
Groundskeeping: I - Covering the
Bases; II - There Ain't No Rules; and
III - Maintain It Easy, Keep It Safe.
He also produces two videos: The
ABC's of Grounds Maintenance: Vol.
1, Softball; and Vol. 2, Baseball. For
more information, call: (800)· 227-
9381, or visit his web site:
http://gms.simplenet.com .:

Lanco Amenaqernent Inc.
1110 Place Verner

Laval, Quebec
Canada, H7E 4P2

Tel.: (888) 664 -7489
Fax.: (450) 664-4555

e-mail: lancoeciooetrotternet
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Michael Deacon, Classified'Sal
2101 S. Arlington Heights Rd. Ste. 150

Arlington Heights, IL 60005-4142
7-2014 ~fax (847)427-2037

Irrigation Service Technician and Crew
Leader

Montgomery Irrigation has immediate open-
ings for Technicians and Crew Leaders in
both Maryland and Northern Virginia.
Applicant must have excellent communica-
tion skills and be committed to customer
service. Excellent compensation and bene-
fits. Call 800-538-2326 or fax your resume
to Chris 703-803-8003.

POND AND LAKE LINERS
Buy direct from fabricator

20, 30, 40 mil PVC, Hypalon, HDPE
& Polypropylene.

Custom fabricated panels. Material only,
Material & Supervision or

Complete Installation Service available.'~~.~I••~7.J~~~!
akr~~
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(800) 524-8672
1062 Singing Hills Rd.

Parker, CO 80138
(303) 841-2022 FAX: (303) 841-5780

FAX BLAST

• Announce a new product or service.
• Sell an overstocked item.
• Remind your customers about a business or

professional meeting.
• Induce your customers to attend a trade shOW.
• Promote a booth or social event. .
• Inform customers about the favorable reviews

your company has received •
• Send a publicity release •
• Survey your customers' needs.



How much is too much.

Round II
by Dr. Dave Minner

Is there an acceptable rest interval
betweenactivities/ events?Slwuld there be
"X" hours of rest betweengame intervals?
This type ofparameter would help us the
moet.It would help us definean acceptable
level of rotation that we do not currently
have.

- Mark Richwine
Parks and Recreation Administrator
City of Tempe Community Services
Tempe,AZ

Mark's situation is difficult, but
typical of intense use and
scheduling problems. He over-

sees the Phoenix metropolitan area, with
51 lighted fields and just as many
unlighted fields. Sports consist of soccer,
pop warner football, flag football, softball,
Little League, ultimate Frisbee, rugby,
NFL air- it-out, and the list goes on.

Many of the fields are just beaten to
death. The greatest damage occurs dur-
ing fall/winter/spring when bermuda-
grass is dormant. They close many of the
fields in summer to renovate and regrow
grass, but they deteriorate again by
January.

Hot topic
October's question, "How many games

can our field take before
there is too much damage?"
generated an enormous
response. Obviously, this
topic needs several more
rounds of discussion.

I'm still answering your e-
mail messages from last
month, so be patient. In the
mean time, send me your
response by filling in your
information for the two
most-asked questions from
October:

• With my current man-
agement practices and event
schedule, my field will wear
out after events.

• With my current man-
agement practices and event

• •

schedule, I could maintain a good __
(soccer, baseball, softball, football, etc.)
field condition if I were able to rest the
field for __ days following every __
events.

Give me your response and look for a
tally in a future issue.

It's in the turf
The answer is not with me or any other

turf expert. It can be found by periodically
rating the field and accurately determining
all field activities.

If you don't keep records of field events,
send me your best guess and start keeping
a written record immediately. It's important
to use this information to rate your field
performance on a routine schedule. You can
deternrine the point at which your field
begins to decline from too much traffic.

Rate you field on a simple scale from one
to five. Five represents the best field condi-
tion, and one the worst. Have the same per-
son perform the evaluations each time.

Evaluate turf on the most intensely
trafficked areas. Your evaluations should be
simple and consistent.

Remember, you're customizing the
rating system based on your own
resources, facility, and level of activity.
Be prepared to have your process scruti-
nized, and be willing to make reasonable

Have
them
Hort.
50011.

Send
ISU,

Ames, IA

questions?
to Dave at:
Dept.,

changes in your assessment.
Count your activities in any format

that you want, but be consistent. I con-
sider an event any game, practice, or
other activity that contributes to com-
paction, wear, or degradation of the field.

You may not get it all figured out the
first year, but this exercise will certainly
give you a keen understanding of which
activities truly damage your field and
when the fields should be rested.

Administrators and user groups will
respond to documented field conditions,
field activity, and input resources. Once you
define field performance based on use activ-
ities, you're likely to have more influence
over field use scheduling, 0

David D. Minner, Ph.D., is an asso-
ciate professor with the Department of
Horticulture at Iowa State University.
He serves on STMA's Certification
Committee. Send your questions to
Dave at: ISU, Hort. Dept., Ames, IA
50011; or call: (515) 294-2751, fax:
(515) 294-0730, or e-mail:
dminner@iastate.edu.

Numeric % living green Overall Breakthru Hardness Softness
field rating turf cover assessment

Excellent No breakthru or
Good cleat penetra-

5, Best 90-100 Good cleat penetra- tion, stiffness, trac-
thatch, mat intact tion and cushion tion, and fast surface

Good
No breakthru, grass Good cleat penetra-

4 70-89 blades and thatch tion, moderate Good footing, mod-
beginning to wear cushion erately stiff surface

Some breakthru, Adequate cleat pene- Adequate stiffness,
3 50-69 Fair thatch beginning tration, no effect on no effect on player

to wear, soil exposed player performance performance

2 30-49 Poor Substantial Too hard Poor grip and little
breakthru,thatch/mat for falling resistance on foot plant,
worn away, exposed soil unstable, slow surface

1, Worst 0-29 Not Very little Poor cleat penetration, Noticeable depressions
acceptable vegetation, mostly cleat skating on surface, and foot divots, player leg

exposed soil surface hard like concrete fatigue, unstable surface
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...About The Shape of Your Turf?
Delta Bluegrass Company has the solution - Tifway 419 and our patented,

exclusively grown Baby Bermuda. These Hybrid Bermudas are perfectly suited
for the strenuous conditions your stadium turf is accustomed to enduring.
Washed for your convenience, these warm season grasses are available on
sand, meeting USGA specifications, as well as peat soil.

For over a decade, Delta Bluegrass has been producing and installing the
industry's highest quality peat sod. Give us a call for

.,~,.L more information on Hybrid Bermudas and
, other varieties of our premium sods -

Your turf will be glad you did!

P.O. Box 307 • STOCKTON, CA 95201
800.637.8873 OR 209.469.7979


