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Getting Your Shop Together

ike the rooms in a home, each
I room or dedicated space in a
maintenance facility has a specific-
yet-simple purpose. Simplicity trans-
lates to improved organization, which in
turn means keeping everything in a
certain place. For this reason, the basic
maintenance shop often includes the
following dedicated rooms or spaces:

Superintendent’s office. Superinten-
dents and sports turf managers deal
with employees and vendors daily. Their
offices don’t have to be “plush,” but they
do have to be large and private enough
for small meetings.

Mechanic’s area. Organization is of piv-
otal importance to a mechanic, which
means mechanics need dedicated space.
These areas should include lockable
tool storage, work benches, parts inven-
tory and storage systems, hoists, air
compressors, etc.

Equipment storage area. Equipment
protected from the elements lasts longer.
The equipment storage space should be
set-up so equipment used daily is easi-
ly accessible. Doors should be tall and wide
enough so that equipment can be moved
in and out efficiently. They should also
be lockable. “Roll-up” doors are a com-
mon choice.

Computer room. Large or small, com-
puter rooms must be climate-controlled.
Computer reliability and durability have
improved over the years, but tempera-
ture extremes are still the worst enemy
of these high-tech machines, whether
they're used to control irrigation or for
scheduling maintenance crews.

Tool and supply room. Best located
near the mechanic’s area, this space
can be used to store large tools, wheeled
tool boxes, and other supplies (excluding
pesticides, fertilizers, and other chem-
icals). This room should also be lockable.

Fertilizer storage area. Dry fertilizers
should palletized and kept off the floor.
Depending on local EPA restrictions,
these areas may require a concrete gut-
ter to capture spills. The area should be
accessible to forklifts if applicable.

Chemical storage area. This may
be the most sensitive area on the site.
Like those of the fertilizer storage area,
legal requirements will vary from locality
to locality. Your local EPA office can
furnish the necessary specific information
and requirements.

The area must be separate from other
areas of the facility and lockable. Shelves
can be used to keep small containers of
chemicals in order. Larger containers
should be stored on the floor—always con-
crete and usually incorporating a spill gut-
ter of some sort (Again, consult your
local EPA office for specific require-
ments on chemical mixing and storage.)

The chemical storage area should
include a place for mixing. In this area,
all safety devices and tools needed for mea-
suring and weighing materials should be
well-organized and readily available. A
solid, sturdy table for mixing is a must.

On a related note, employees should
always wear protective apparel when
working with chemicals. A shower and
eye wash station should be in the room
in the event of accidents or spills.
Absorbent pillows and other spill clean-
up and containment devices should be
within quick, easy reach.

Irrigation parts storage area. Time
spent simply “looking for things,” par-
ticularly items used everyday, is time
wasted. Irrigation parts are often small
and easily lost or mixed haphazardly with
one another. Labeled shelves and bins
for commonly needed parts are a great
idea. For easy reference, manuals can be
stored on shelves above a study work-
bench. The work area itself should be well
lit and should include an electrical out-
let. Testing equipment and repair tools
should be kept (locked) in this area as well.
If the “irrigation man” uses a utility
vehicle, it would be ideal if the area
was accessible to the vehicle.

Lunch room |employee area. Employees
need a place to take a break out of the
elements. Like the superintendent’s
office, this area doesn’t have to plush—
it just has to be functional and clean.

Tables, chairs, and a bulletin board
for posting information are necessary.
Refrigerators, hot plates, microwave
ovens, and vending machines are
nice additions.

Seed storage area. Seed must be stored
in a cool dry place, away from chemicals.
Bags should be stored off the ground, on
shelves or pallets. Enough space for seed
priming drums and pregermination bags
should be allotted.

Practical Improvements

Should you “inherit” a maintenance
facility in need of serious improvement,
chances are you won't be able to start from
“ground zero.” But that doesn’t mean you
have to live with chaos. There are sev-
eral inexpensive steps yvou can take to
improve the situation.

One of the most basic problems in
maintenance facilities is space — there
isn’t enough of it to create these
specialized areas. Prefabricated metal
storage buildings can help solve your
space problems.

Organizational problems are less
easily solved. They often have more to do
with human behavior than maintenance
facility design and layout, Assuming
that you have a place for everything
(dedicated spaces, well-marked bins,
shelves, cabinets, tool boards, etc.), the
challenge is to encourage all employees
to put everything in its place. Make
all employees accountable for returning
their equipment to its proper place,
as well as cleaning and maintaining
it. You may want to create a set schedule
for clean-up and organizational activities.

Tough situations rarely get better
overnight, and a maintenance facility in
disarray is no exception. Try to be patient
and pragmatic, and make improvements
gradually. Your problems may have less
to do with allotted space and more to do
with organization, but it probably took
time to get that way. It will certainly take
time to sort it all out. O
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Mid-Sized Topdresser
3 e

The model 75TD topdresser/spread-
er from Millereek is rugged, affordable,
easy to operate and versatile. Featuring
patented PowerBrush™ spreading action,
the 75TD applies a wide variety of
materials to turf, including sand-and-peat
topdressing, compost and more.

It has a 2-cubic-yard capacity, and
operates behind a 24 horsepower com-
pact tractor. It is PTO driven, with an
engine drive option available. The high-
density polyethylene flooring made from
recycled milk cartons, is guaranteed for
10 years.

MILLCREEK MANUFACTURING
Circle 138 on Postage Free Card

ROOKIES
v

PRODUCT UPDATE

AFG™ Attachments.

The Kromeer Co. is proud to introduce
AFG™ (Athletic Field Groomer) attach-
ments for three-point-hitch tractors
used for grooming ball fields. These
attachments consist of a spring-tooth har-
row, a leveling blade and a broom for pro-
ducing a finished playing surface. A
drag mat also may be used for breaking
up clumps and finish grooming. Fits on
Cat-0 through Cat-II, three-point-hitch
tractors.

KROMER COMPANY
Circle 139 on Postage Free Card

Spray Management Valve
The Green Garde® Division of H.D.
Hudson Manufacturing provides a low-
cost device that regulates pressure and
effectively calibrates the spray of any
hand-operated compression, backpack or
boom sprayer. Field tested in Australia;
the Spray Management Valve (SMV)
has received safety awards for its abil-

ity to control spray drift. The SMV fits
into a holder between the sprayer’s
wand and shut-off valve. Any amount of
pressure may pumped in the sprayer and
the valve will hold pressure steady at the
set amount, maintaining a constant
flow rate, droplet size and coverage.
H.D. HUDSON
MANUFACTURING CO

Circle 140 on Postage Free Card

Reel Grinder

Ransomes’ Golf Leader Reel Grinder
machine is designed for golf courses
and workshops where space and econo-
my are of utmost importance. The unit’s
heavy-duty construction offers vibra-
tion-free stability and guide rails to
help ensure grinding accuracy. It can spin
and relief grind cutting reels up to 30-
inches long, in-frame as well as out.
RANSOMES AMERICA CORP.
Circle 141 on Postage Free Card

SCOREBOARD
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CLASSIFIEDS

Classified Advertising Rates: $55.00 per inch
payable in advance. One inch minimum (about 50
words). Send copy with check for $55.00 at least
four weeks prior to issue date to: sportsTURF,
68-860 Perez Road, Suite J, Cathedral City, CA,
92234, or fax to (619) 770-8019. Blind box num-
bers are available. Special borders and rules will
be billed at display advertising rates. Classified ads
are not commissionable.

POND & LAKE LINERS
Buy Direct from fabricator 20, 30, 40 mil PVC,
Hypalon, HDPE, & VLDPE.

Custom fabricated panels of up to 25,000
S.F. Material Only, Material & Supervision

or Complete Installation service available.
1-800-524-8672

COLORADO LINING COMPANY
1062 Singing Hills Rd., Parker, CO 80134
303-841-2022
FAX 303-841-5780.
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PRODUCT SHOWCASE

New! Speed Wrenches

Stamos Tool has introduced
a new full line of cast alu-
minum speed wrenches
designed to fit all nub-style
PVC fittings and most adapters,
These wrenches outperform
chain, strap and pipe wrench-
es by far and are designed to
fit different sizes of coupling
caps, bodies, unions, female
and male adapters. Only min-
imal ground clearance is
required and they work on
all manufacturers fittings. Many
of our customers have been
extremely satisified with the
STAMOS PVC NUB WRENCH.
Here are some of their com-
B ments: “Performed admirably,
S exceeded my expectations by
far.” John Gallager, Orange, CT; “Best irrigation tool improvement
and innovation developed in quite some time." Jim Hengel, NY.
For further information call our toll-free number.
Distributors are welcome.
Stamos Tool Inc.
P.O. Box 4548, Boise, ID 83711-4548
(800) 554-1074
Circle 131 on Postage Free Card

Sportsfield Drainage

Will your sportsfields be ready to play 45 minutes after a
5-inch cloudburst? Tulsa Drillers Stadium was . . . because
it's a Championship Athletic Turf natural turfgrass sports-
field installed by stn sports. More than 2000 stn sports-
fields are now installed in the U.S. and around the world.
The list of teams that now rely on stn sports playing fields
reads like a Who's Who of Successful High School, College,
and Professional Sports Programs.
We specialize in both the renovation of existing sportsfields
and the design, construction, and planting of high-drainage
turfgrass sportsfields.
stn sports’
southern turf nurseries
Norcross, GA 30071
1 (800) 448-8069 » FAX (404) 448-6832
Circle 132 on Postage Free Card

Turf Grids

Tough Stuff for Sports Turf
The TurfGrid system is patented, simple, logical and long over-
due. It combines specially designed synthetic fibers into the
natural grass field and increases the shear strength of the play-
ing surface by 100%, This means sure footing and safety with
less divots and injuries...just what good teams expect from
their playing surface. From football to baseball, to soccer, to
polo, to golf, TurfGrids can replace or upgrade any surface.
Natural and Fiber Reinforced Sport and Recreational Surfaces

Stabilizer
4832 E. Indian School Rd., Phoenix AZ 85018 » USA
(602) 952-8009 = Fax: (602) 8520718
1 (800) 336-2468
Circle 133 on Postage Free Card

Athletic Saces

P

Sports coatings are our only business
* Highest pigmented painting in the industry
¢ Environmentally safe products

e 100% acrylic * Quick drying
e Non-harmful to grass
» Will not stain uniforms

Tennis court coatings too!

World Class
athletic surfaces
200 Washington Ave. * Greenville, MS 38701
(601) 378-3151 » FAX (601) 378-3420
Toll free 1(800) 748-9649
Circle 134 on Postage Free Card
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Managers Association
Managers Association (STMA).

Who we Are

safe and aesthetically pleasing.

What’s in STMA for You

4 An opportunity to share knowledge and
expertise for better and safer sports turf areas

4 A resource library of valuable technical
information

4 Education through the STMA National
Conference and Trade Show, regional
institutes and workshops

4 A subscription to Sports Turf Manager, the
STMA bi-monthly newsletter

4 Facilities tours

that are both safe and aesthetically pleasing.

- S‘?Uﬁm Get Serious.

Are you ready to get serious about the sports turf industry? Then it’s time to become a member of the Sports Turf

STMA is an organization of professionals representing all segments of the sports turf industry. Our members work
to combine the science of growing grass and the art of maintaining sports turf to produce playing fields that are both

We help you— the sports turf professional — do your job better. Here are the benefits STMA provides its members:

Get serious about your profession. Complete the membership application below and join STMA today!

Get Serious With STMA

Application for Membership

The Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA) is an organization of professionals representing all segments of the sports turf
industry. Our members work to combine the science of growing grass and the art of maintaining sports turf to produce playing fields

STMA provides members with a variety of benefits, including: Education through regional institutes and conferences;
support for sports turf research; facilities tours; a national awards program; access to the STMA National Conference and Exhibition;
complimentary subscriptions to Sports Turf Manager and sportsTURF Magazine; and much more.

If you're serious about the sports turf industry, then it’s time to become a member of STMA. Join today!

Support for sports turf research

A National Awards Program

An Annual Membership Directory to keep
you in touch with your peers

Scholarships for students with an interest in
sports turf technology

Participation in STMA Chapter meetings
Complimentary subscription to sportsTURF
Magazine

4 Registration discounts for STMA events

*e ¢ S0

—_—— —

Member Information Membership Category (please check one)
Nece Q Professional sports turf facility manager $75
= QO Additional members from same facility $45
O Four-year colleges and universities $75
Employer Q Additional members from same facility $45
Type of Business Q' Other schools, parks, ext. agents, municipal §$50
eI = gl Additional members from same facility $30
. = tudent $20
City State Zip Q Commercial affiliate (U.S. or International) $175
Phone Fax Q Additional members from same company $45
Signature Q International other than commercial affiliate $50
Referred by (must be in U.S. dollars)
Total amount enclosed $
| Please enclose payment (check or money order) and send to: |
| Sports Turf Managers Association |
| PO Box 809119
| Chicago, IL 60680-9119 :
Ercle N o For more uy’ortnauon. contact STMA Headquarters at 312/644-6610
——————————— “Promoting Better and Safer Sports Turf Areas” - — — — — — — — )



Meet the Adams Fami
of Green Industy Pubiicaions
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Title: Landscape & Irrigation Title: Landscape Design Title: SportsTURF

Circulation: 36,000 National Frequency: 12x Circulation: 15,000 National Frequency: 10x Circulation: 22,500 National Frequency: 12x
Market: Full Service Landscape Contractors, Market: Landscape Architects Market: Sports Turf Managers & Golf Course
Installation & Maintenance Superintendents

Official Magazine of: The Irrigation Association Official Magazine of: Sports Turf Manager's Association

pcaliformia

Title: Irrigation Journal Title: Arbor Age Title: California Fairways

Circulation: 19,000 National Frequency: 7x Circulation: 17,000 National Frequency: 12x Circulation: 3, 500 Regional Frequency: 6x
Market: Agricultural Irrigation Specialists Market: Commercial, Municipal, & Utility Arborists Market: California Golf Course Superintendents
Official Magazine of: The Irrigation Association & Greens Commitee Chairmen

Official Magazine of: California Golf Course
Superintendents Association
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ADAMS PUBLISHING CORPORATION
68-860 Perez Road, Suite J, Cathedral City, CA 92234 (619) 770-4370 = FAX (619) 770-8019

Call or write for subscription information. Combination rates available on all APC Green Industry Publications. Contact your sales representative for details



