
Please fill out this form in its entirety 
• Yes, p lease s t a r t / c o n t i n u e m y 

FREE subscr ip t ion t o SportsTurf 
FOR FASTER SERVICE visit our website at 
www.sportsturfonline.com/subscribest or fax to 845-856-5822 

• No, thank you. 
W h i c h vers ion w o u l d y o u l ike t o receive? 
• Print • P r in t /D ig i t a l 

Signature: (required) Date: 

Name: (please print) 

Title: 

Company: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Phone: Fax: 

Email: (required) 
August 2012 - Expires December 2012 - RS1208 
1 What is your c o m p a n y ' s pr imary bus iness? (check ONLY ONE) 

F • Sports Complex G • Athletic Field and/or Park Architect/Designer 
T • School, College or University P • Park 

H • Other (please specify) 
W h i c h of the f o l l o w i n g best descr ibes your tit le? (check ONLY ONE) 
A • EXECUTIVE/ADMINISTRATOR — President, Owner, Partner, Director, General Man-

ager, Chairman of the Board, Purchasing Agent, Athletic Director 
B • MANAGER/SUPERINTENDENT — Superintendent, Landscape/Ground Maintenance 

Manager, Foreman, Supervisor 
C • GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL — Government Commissioner, Agent, Other Government 

Official 
D • SPECIALIST — Architect, Designer, Consultant, Agronomist, Horticulturist, Certified 

Specialist 
F • COACH E • Other (please specify) 

3 D o y o u have the authority to buy, spec i fy or r e c o m m e n d products 
and/or services for your bus iness or organizat ion? 
Y • Yes N • No 

4 Yearly operat ing expendi tures (excluding salaries) 
F • Over $1 million C • $50,001 - $100,000 
E • $500,001 - $1 million B • $25,001 - $50,000 
D • $100,001 - $500,000 A • $25,000 and under 

5 Please also send a free subscript ion to the fo l lowing people at the 
same location 

Name Title 

SportsTurf A D V E R T I S E R S ' I N D E X 

Name _ _Title 

Advertiser Page # 

Aer Flo 11 

Barenbrug USA 48 

Beam Clay 44 

Covermaster 17 

CoverSports USA 25 

Diversified Sports Specialties 44 

GIE + EXPO 29 

Hydraway Drainage Systems 9 

Kochek 44 

Pennington Seed 3 

Redexim North America, Inc. 2 

Sod Solutions 13 

SourceOne 44 

SportsTurf Managers Association 47 

STEC Equipment 23 

TifSport Growers Association 19 

Turfco Manufacturing 15 

Turf-Tec International 44 

TurfTime Equipment, LLC 44 

Underhill 21 

Wiedenmann North America 37 

World Class Athletic Surfaces 21 

Web Address 

www.aerflo.com 

www.barusa.com 

www.beamclay.com 

w w w.co ve r m a s te r.co m 

www.coversports.com/ST 

www.dssworks.com 

www.gie-expo.com 

www.hydraway.net 

www.kochek.com 

www.penningtonseed.com 

www.redexim.com 

www.sodsolutions.com 

www.SourceOneOPE.com 

www.stma.org 

www.stecequipment.com 

www.tifsport.com 

www.turfco.com 

www.turf-tec.com 

www.TurfTimeEq.com 

www.underhill.us 

www.wiedenmannusa.com 

www.worldclasspaints.com 

Continued from page 43 

This year, three controllers consistently irrigated in excess of ETc even 
though more than 5 inches of rainfall occurred during the study. The 
causes of such excessive irrigation volumes are likely due to improper 
ETo values and/or insufficient accounting for rainfall. 

Three controllers were equipped with tipping-bucket rain gauges 
which measure actual rainfall and six controllers were equipped with 
rainfall shutoff sensors as required by Texas landscape irrigation regula-
tions. Rainfall shutoff sensors detect the presence of rainfall and inter-
rupt the irrigation event. During the 2011 evaluation period, below 
average rainfall occurred as the result of a historic drought. The spring 
period had the most rainfall (2.83 inches), and no major differences in 
performance observed between controllers using rain gauges and those 
using rainfall shutoff devices. 

This is in contrast to the 2010 study during which over 17 inches of 
rainfall occurred and controllers using rain gauges applied irrigation 
amounts much closer to the recommendations of TexasET. 

For a controller to pass our test, it would need to meet plant water 

requirements (TexasET recommendations) for all six stations. Of the 
nine controllers tested, none successfully passed the test during all three 
irrigation season. However, one controller passed for the fall irrigation 
season. Results over the past 3 years have consistently shown that the 
majority of controllers over-irrigate (i.e., apply more water than is rea-
sonably needed). 

Generally, controllers with on-site sensors performed better and 
more often irrigated closer to the recommendations of the TexasET Net-
work than those controllers which have ET sent to the controller. 

Current plans are to continue evaluation of controllers into the 2012 
year. For the 2012 study, three controllers will be replaced with newer 
models to reflect upgrades in software or sensor technology. 

While water savings shows promise through the use of some smart 
irrigation controllers, excessive irrigation is still occurring under some 
landscape scenarios. Continued evaluation and work with the manufac-
turers is needed to fine tune these controllers even more to achieve as 
much water savings as possible. • 
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