Ask a CSFM R

Benefits of certification verified

Editor’s note: This is another installments on how becoming a Certified Sports Field Manager
(CSFM) can benefit turf managers professionally as well as improve their facilities

How did you prepare for the CSFM Exam?

Duncan: The first thing | did was call Pam Sherratt and Matt Williams at Ohio State and ask them for
any study materials they had for their turf students. They were a huge help in the whole process.
Along with that material, | read the textbook Sports Fields by Jim Puhalla cover to cover and looked

over a few other books as well.

How did you approach your employer to support your certification, both financially and in the
time needed to prepare for the exam?

Duncan: | sat down with my boss and explained what the certification was as well as why | wanted to pursue it and he was behind
it the whole way. They paid for the exam, and also paid for the textbooks | needed to study for the exam.

Why did you decide to pursue certification?
Duncan: It was something | set as a goal for myself as soon as | heard about it. | do not have a turf degree, just experience, and |
wanted to take the test to see how well | could do.

How has certification helped your career?
Duncan: It has helped show a level of professionalism right away at work. Now not only does my boss ask me about his yard, but
the whole staff now asks questions! In the community it has helped a lot. Being on the board with Ohio STMA, | get a lot of calls
anyway about help with fields. With the CSFM, it gives you that instant credibility. | feel that down the road in my career, the CSFM
status will help me get a position that maybe | wouldn’t have been eligible for without a turf degree. B

STMA Affiliated Chapters Contact Information

Nebraska Sports Turf Managers Association:
402/441-4425.

New England STMA (NESTMA): www.nestma.org.

Sports Turf Managers Association of Arizona:
Chris Walsh cwalsh@scottsdaleaz.gov

Colorado Sports Turf Managers Association:
Www.cstma.org.

Florida #1 Chapter (South): 305-235-5101
(Bruce Bates) or Tom Curran CTomSell@aol.com

Florida #2 Chapter (North): 850/580-4026,
John Mascaro, john@turf-tec.com

Florida #3 Chapter (Central):
407-518-2347, Randy Fisher, rfisher@kissimmee.org

www.gatewaystma.org.

Georgia Sports Turf Managers Association:
www.gstma.org.

Greater L.A. Basin Chapter of the Sports Turf
Managers Association: www.stmalabasin.com.

Illinois Chapter STMA: www.ILSTMA.org.

Intermountain Chapter of the Sports Turf Managers
Association: www.imstma.org.

lowa Sports Turf Managers Association:
www.iowaturfgrass.org.

Kentucky Sports Turf Managers Association:
www.kystma.org.

Keystone Athletic Field Managers Org.
(KAFMO/STMA): www.kafmo.org.

Michigan Sports Turf Managers Association
(MiSTMA): www.mistma.org.

Mid Atlantic Sports Turf Managers Association
(MASTMA) (formerly the Chesapeake Chapter STMA)
Ph.410-704-2197 www.mastma.org

Minnesota Park and Sports Turf Managers
Association: www.mpstma.org

MO-KAN Sports Turf Managers Association:
www.mokanstma.com.

Gateway Chapter Sports Turf Managers Association:

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey:
www.sfmanj.org.

Sports Turf Managers of New York: www.stmony.org.

North Carolina Chapter of STMA:
www.ncsportsturf.org.

Northern California STMA: www.norcalstma.org.

Ohio Sports Turf Managers Association (OSTMA):
Www.ostma.org.

Oregon STMA Chapter:
www.oregonsportsturfmanagers.org
oregonstma@gmail.com

Ozarks STMA: www.ozarksstma.org.

Pacific Northwest Sports Turf Managers Associa-
tion: www.pnwstma.org.

Southern California Chapter: www.socalstma.com.
South Carolina Chapter of STMA: www.scstma.org.

Tennessee Valley Sports Turf Managers Association
(TVSTMA): www.tvstma.com.

Texas Sports Turf Managers Association:
www.txstma.org

Virginia Sports Turf Managers Association:
WWW.vStma.org.

Wisconsin Sports Turf Managers Association:
www.wstma.org.
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@ EZ Spray
Pump & Go Spray Liner™

» 2 Gallon Capacity
» Sharper Lines
* Save Time ¢ Save Money

No motor, no compressor, no

battery. This low cost machine will

spray paint better, giving you a

more vivid line than aerosol.

Paint the field twice as fast as

.-. aerosol and save money

too! (Made in USA) For use

. % only with our new ready to

spray EZ Paint™

!
#ezsPRAYER $199.95

EZ Paint™

Ready to spray field paint that is
easy to use. Just shake and pour.
You can paint your field for much
less than aerosol and look better!
Long lasting and durable!

#ezpant $21.95 2"

MARKERS,INC.

“Quality Products at Reasonable Prices‘U

1-800-969-5920

www.markersinc.com

www.stma.org
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Hash-Mark Painting System
Made of lightweight aluminum & FOLDABLE.
Self-aligning, 5 yard units.

Alummanumbar

4x6 in size, made of 1/8” aluminum
Offsets built-in for quick alignment
Three font types available

The Only Painting System
You'll Ever Need.

888-780-4441

Diversified Sports Specialties
www.DSSworks.com

ﬁgﬂ”m@w

Self-Propelled Top Dresser

Innovative - Versatile - Quality

Ecolawn spread :
Top soil, compost , crum rubber,
calcite clay, pelletized products.

Distributors :
Tidewater: 800-825-4300 / Serving: VA, W\ DE, MD, NC, SC
Roberts Supply: 800-373-5542 / Serving: FL, AL, GA
Emmett Equipment: 800-659-5520 / Serving: OH
L&M Distributing: 320-267-0241 / Serving: MN, 14, ND, SD, WI
Douglas Equipment: 503-663-2053 / Serving: OR, WA
Bill Chounet: 775-463-5599 / Serving: CA, AZ, NV
Keith Schuler: 630-202-8438 / Serving: IL, IN, MO, MI
Lawn Ranger Inc: 800-265-7729 / Serving TX, OK, KS

www.ecolawnapplicator.com

An Employee Owned Company

CHEK CO.1nc.

‘ater Movement Solutions

_FULL-Line o Irrigation Hose
featuring KOCHEK's

Highly Efficient Full Flow Couplings

«Nozzles-Wetting Agents-Adapters--Swivels--Connections.-
» « « + www.kochek.com « + - -
TEL: 800-420-4673 FAX: 800-772-0255

Fence Guards™ protective covers for chain
link fencing are available in six colors—
safety yellow, dark green, red, white, blue,
and orange—and in premium, standard, and
lite grades. These UV-resistant, polyethylene
covers protect players from injuries and
provide a distinctive look to your fencing.

Fence Guards™ come in cartons of ten 8-ft.
sections and include UV-resistant ties for
securing every 2 feet to fence.

Other styles also available, as well as:
windscreen, wall padding and portable
safety fencing.

800-247-2326

BEAM CLAY/PARTAC PEAT CORPORATION

www.FENCEGUARDS.com

Need to mark & line fields?

...AGAIN;{...,_]

Do it ONCE
with MarkSmart™ 2
and you establish permanent locations
for lines, game-day markers, flags, pylons
and poles, too!

Our universal socket forms the
base for the easiest, fastest,
most accurate field marking
system for any athletic

field with lines. Weather
resistant, safe, modular, plastic
components for the system that

cuts field set-up time by 2/3rds, while
adding unparalleled flexibility.

MarkSmart Systems available from
SSG / Team Dealers... everywhere

MARKERS,INC.

“Quality Products at Reasonable Pricas"U

1-800-969-5920
www.markersinc.com
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