
6 sports TURF • http://www.sportsturfonline.com

Fair.
by Floyd Perry LInes
Ifnewlabor- and cost-saving con-

cepts can be incorporated into
maintenance programs without

sacrificing field safety and playabil-
ity, the whole community wins. A lit-
tle bit of innovative pre-construction
planning can save years of post-con-
struction labor and expense.

For instance, the clay areas of soft-
ball and baseball fields are generally
marked daily, since games require
lines to distinguish fair and foul areas
of play. We've always referred to these
lines as "foul lines," but we have to
remember that if the ball hits the line,
the base, or the pole, it's a fair ball. If
we think in terms of "fair lines," it's an
entirely different ballgame.

Fair lines run beneath the bases,
since the whole base is considered
fair territory. Some progressive

groundskeepers paint the clay surface
to avoid clay build-up and smear
marks after dragging.
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