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Fall Into Action
by Perry Douglas, OPEl

TIrning leaves and turning
engines go hand in hand each
fall. According to the Outdoor

Power Equipment Institute (OPEl),
proper maintenance can help prevent
the trouble and expense of unexpected
repairs and extend the life of your
equipment. OPEl has issued the fol-
lowing fall maintenance tips:
All outdoor power equipment

• Read the owner's manual and fol-
low its instructions for proper mainte-
nance.

• Always turn off the engine and dis-
connect the spark plug, unplug the
equipment, or remove the battery before
you begin any maintenance work.

• Handle gas carefully. Fill up before
you start, while the engine is still cold.

• Regularly check the engine oil.
• Check all nuts, bolts, belts, and

screws for tightness.
• Check that engine-cooling fins are

clean with every operation.
Lawn mowers

• Regularly check belts/chains for
wear and tightness.

• Check that pull cords are not
frayed, and that they're in working con-
dition.

• Make sure throttle control is prop-
erly adjusted.

• Check blades for sharpness, and
make sure cutting deck is clean.
Hand-held leaf blowers and edgers

• Use high-quality engine oil that's
specifically designed for two-cycle hand-
held equipment (if applicable). Fuel sta-
bilizers can help fuel maintain high-
octane level for longer periods, providing
easier starting and cooler engine perfor-
mance.

• Make sure all intake vents are
clear.

• Before using, carefully balance and
adjust the equipment for operator com-
fort and safety. 0

OPEl is a trade association whose
membership is primarily composed of
manufacturers ofpowered lawn and gar-
den maintenance products, components,
attachments, and services.


