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Tip o' the

by Bob Tracinski

quipment manufacturers
E are using new technology

to design machines that
help sports turf managers do
their jobs faster, more easily, and
more effectively.

The advantages of this equip-
ment may be readily apparent to
the sports turf manager, but bud-
geting entities are often more dif-
ficult to convince. Here are some
strategies:
¢ Explain cost advantages

Calculate the number of labor
hours saved per day, week, and
month by: adding a ride-on triplex
reel mower that delivers a game-
quality cut; grooming baseball and
softball skinned areas with a field
rake; or adding a utility vehicle
with multiple attachments.

*» Explain effects on the
overall program

A faster mower can cover a
greater area in less time. More
work can be done without increas-
ing staffing levels.

With a field rake, the existing
crew can prep a greater number of
fields for weekend play.

The utility vehicle will free a
truck from on-site people or mate-
rials movement. It can be
equipped for spraying or snow
removal, or for cross-department
use as an emergency medical
transportation unit. a
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