
SP'b'ftiTURI
PROGRAM

~

STAFF

PUBLISHER DENNEGOLDSTEIN

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER BRUCE F. SHANK

EXECUTIVE EDITOR ANNE GOLDSTEIN

EDITOR JAMES GREGORY

ASSOCIATE EDITOR MATTHEW TRULIO

ADVERTISING SALES GARY HYNES

ART DIRECTOR SUE NOBLE

PRODUCTION PAM BROOKS

CIRCULATION DENISE ALLEN

FULFILLMENT SUE LAGOMARSINO

ADVISORY BOARD ED BIRCH, TOM COOK,

WILLIAM DANIEL, VIC GIBEAULT,

DON HOGAN, HENRY INDYDK,

WILLIAM KNOOP, GREG PETRY,

STEVE WIGHTMAN

ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL OFFICES

P.O. BOX 8420, VAN NUYS, CA 91409/818-781-8300

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

ONE YEAR $22

TWO YEARS $30

FOREIGN (ONE YEAR) $45

~CoLdTRAdE
\~ lrPubLicATioNS, INC.

6913 VALJEAN, VAN NUYS, CA 91406

(818) 781-8300, FAX (818) 781-8517

OTHER GOLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS

LANDSCAPE & IRRIGATION

ARBOR AGE

IRRIGATION JOURNAL

LANDSCAPE DESIGN

EXECUTIVE STAFF

PRESIDENT DENNE GOLDSTEIN

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT BRUCE F. SHANK

VICE PRESIDENT ANNE GOLDSTEIN

VICE PRESIDENT RANDI GOLDSTEIN

VICE PRESIDENT IRA GOLDSTEIN

WBPA
Golf & aportaTURF Magazine
(ISSN 1049-0000)
is published monthly by Gold Trade Publica-
tions, Inc. Material in this publication may not be
reproduced or photocopied in any form without
the written permission of the publisher. Copy-
right => 1990.Member of the Business Publica-
tions Audit of Circulation, Inc.

SECOND CLASS POSTAGE PAID at Van Nuys, CA

Postmaster: Please send change of address form 3579 to
Golf & sportsTURF, P.O. Box 8420, Van Nuys, CA 91409.

4 Golf & Sports TURF

VOLUME SIX, NUMBER SIX JUNE 1990

MAIN EVENTS
11 THE ROLE OF POL YMERS IN WA TER MANAGEMENT

Water management will be the top priority of the golf and sports turf industries in this
decade. Every tool that has the potential to save water must be put to work. One such tool
is a group of spongelike granules known as polymers. Long used in soil mixes for
greenhouse and nursery production, the plastic- and starch-based particles have been
tried by a number of golf course superintendents, sports field managers, and contractors
to increase the water-holding capacity of soils. The development of equipment to place the
polymers into the rootzone of established turf is now opening up a whole new technology
in water management. This article explains the different types of polymers on the market,
points out research at various universities, and shows the machines currently available
for installing polymers in the ground.

21 FERTILIZATION OF SAND-BASED ROOTZONES
Turf specialists have solved problems with drainage, compaction, hardness, and
shallow rooting by replacing or amending native soils with sand. However, the very
characteristics that make sand drain well and resist compaction also make ~ relatively
poor as a reservoir for water and nutrients. Sand-based rootzones on golf greens and
athletic fields require greater attention to detail when lt comes to fertilization. Nitrogen
must be primarily in slow-release forms. Supplemental n~rogen and potassium,
as well as micronutrients, must be applied on a light, frequent basis to avoid serious
deficiencies and a loss of turf vigor. Examples of facilities with sand-based rootzones
provide insight for the turf manager.
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COVER: Cross-linked polyacrylamide polymers swollen with water.
Photo courtesy: Aquatrols Corporation of America.


