2009 Field of the Year Award Winners

STM Ais pleased to officially announce the winners of the prestigious STMA Field of
the Year Awards for 2009. Nine awards were bestowed this year and the win-

ners were selected from dozens of applicants as the best field in their category and level.
The 2009 STMA Field of the Year winners are:

Baseball
Schools and Parks: McNair Field; Forest City, NC; Brian Blanton
Professional: Whataburger Field; Corpus Christi, TX; Garrett Reddehase

Football
Schools and Parks: War Memorial Stadium Field; Union City, TN; Stephen Crockett, CSFM
Professional: Lambeau Field; Green Bay, WI; Allen Johnson, CSFM

Soccer
Schools and Parks: SDJA Field at San Diego Jewish Academy; San Diego, CA; Joshua Koss
Professional: Community America Ballpark; Kansas City, KS; Jay Griggs

Softball
Schools and Parks: Atlee High School Varsity Softball Field; Mechanicsville, VA; Marc Moran
College: Patricia Wilson Field at Stetson University; DeLand, FL; George Marshall

Sporting Grounds \

Schools and Parks: Infinity Park; Glendale, CO; Josh Bertrand

Each of these winners received complimentary registration to the 21st Annual STMA Conference and Exhibition where they received their award,
3 nights lodging at the Conference, signature STMA Field of the Year merchandise, and an article featuring their facility in this magazine in 2010. ™

STMA Affiliated Chapters Contact Information

Oregon STMA Chapter: 503/953-9406

Ozarks STMA: www.ozarksstma.org.

Sports Turf Managers Association of
Arizona: www.azstma.com.

Towa Sports Turf Managers Association:
www.iowaturfgrass.org.

Chesapeake Chapter STMA (formerly
Mid-Atlantic Athletic Field Managers
Organization - MAFMO Chapter
STMA): www.ccstma.org.

Kentucky Sports Turf Managers

e Pacific Northwest Sports Turf Managers

Association: www.pnwstma.org.

Keystone Athletic Field Managers Org.

(KAFMO/STMA): www kafmo.org. Singapore Chapter of STMA: Neil Power

+65 64627313

Southern California Chapter: JOHN DEERE

www.socalstma.com.

Colorado Sports Turf Managers

Association: www.cstma.org. Michigan Sports Turf Managers

Association (MiSTMA): www.mistma.org.
Florida #1 Chapter (South):
Main 954-263-7933;
Secondary 954-782-2748

Minnesota Chapter STMA:

-y South Carolina Chapter of STMA:

WWW.Scstma.org.

MO-KAN Sports Turf Managers

Florida #2 Chapter (North):
Association: www.mokanstma.com.

Tennessee Valley Sports Turf Managers

830/580-4026. Association (TVSTMA): Y
Florida #3 Chapter (Central): Nebraska Sports Turf Managers Www.tvstma.com. /
863-665-5800 Association: 402/441-4425. L. e .
Texas Sports Turf Managers Association: St a b 1 I 1zer
Gateway Chapter Sports Turf New England STMA (NESTMA): 866/897-8621. SOLUTIONS

Managers Association:
WWW.gatewaystma.org.

WWW.nestma.org.
Virginia Sports Turf Managers

Association: www.vstma.org.
Wisconsin Sports Turf Managers A t
Association: www.wstma.org. syn ge n a

Forming Chapters:

Sports Field Managers Association of
Georgia Sports Turf Managers New Jersey: www.sfmanj.org.

Association: www.gstma.org.
Sports Turf Managers of New York:
Greater L.A. Basin Chapter of the Sports * www.stmony.org.
Turf Managers Association:

www.stmalabasin.com.

Illinois Chapter STMA:
847/263-7603.

North Carolina Chapter of STMA:
www.ncsportsturf.org.

Gulf Coast Chapter: 225/757-9136.

®
Hunfer
Nevada STMA Chapter: 702/884-2987.

The Irrigation Innovators

Northern California STMA:

. www.norcalstma.org.
Intermountain Chapter of the Sports

Turf Managers Association:
WWW.imstma.org.

Ohio Sports Turf Managers Association
(OSTMA): www.ostma.org.
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HAND WATERING
__TurfCare-Products _

wNozzles +Connections wApplicator Systems
wSwivels virrigation Hose wWetting Agents

e High Volume
*Dual Gallonage
® JUMP Nozzles

® Constant Flow

Powder coated qualily aluminum,
stainless steel & rubber bumpers

TEL: 800-420-4673 FAX: 800772:0255
. www.kochek.com

An Employee Owned Company

CHEK CO.inc.

Vater Movement Solutions
MADE IN THE USA

Supreme-Green”
Turf Growth Cover

SU[][U"\Q (_;l'ﬂ(ﬂ'l i\ a [T1U|r| []Lll PO.‘s(.’ rIJ[{ g[OWTh cover
made of a specially designed material to provide
e',~r_1r|).r green-up, accelerated germination and winter
]]l(jk.’(:“(]” Thf.‘ SU ]””T'lf."Gl!Z(!” cover !!”C(]Ul’(]g!'}.‘s root
developement {mcI rapid growth while extending your
spring and fall seasons

Supreme-Green turf growth cover is Sp{‘.('lFl('(]”}f
engineered to promote earlier openings by 2 -3 weeks

* Reduces seed loss
* Promotes earlier
root establishment
* Accelerates Germination &
* Reduces frost and
ice-damage
* Porous to allow water
and air circulation
* Mildew and rot resistent
* Quick turf repairs

279 Humberline Dr. Etobicoke, Ontario M?W 5T6
Phone: 1-800-837-8961
Fax: (416) 798-1342
E-mail: sales@covertechfab.com
Website: www.covertechfab.com
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5 Sizes Available
1-8 cu. yds

o) Zadl
Owned and Manufactufed;

by TurfTime qummep /

BEAM CLAY’
INFIELDS!

Beam Clay® has supplied products to every
Major League Baseball Team and over 150
Minor League Teams, more than 700 colleges
and thousands of towns and schools from all
50 states and worldwide. Beam Clay® supplies
special mixes for infields, pitcher’s mounds,
home plate areas, red warning tracks, infield
conditioners, drying agents, plus over 200
other infield products, including regional
infield mixes blended for every state and
climate from bulk plants nationwide!

BEAM CLAY®

800-247-BEAM (2326)
WWW.BEAMCLAY.COM

Unmatched quality of cut
and aftercut appearance.

Toro' Reelmaster-3100-D.

visit www.toro.com
or contact your local distributor at
800-803-8676

TORO.

Count onit.

Sign up for
ST Insider newsletter

Bi-weekly newsletter
emailed to you from the editors
of SportsTurf magazine

ST Insider brings latest news

and information from around the

USA for sports turf management
professionals

Visit www.sportsturfonline.com
and click on “E-newsletter”
to register quickly

www.sportsturfonline.com
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BY DR. GRADY MILLER

Professor, North
Carolina State University

Questions?
Send them to
Grady Miller at
North Carolina State University,
Box 7620, Raleigh, NC 27695-
7620, or email
grady_miller@ncsu.edu

0r, send your
question to
David Minner at
lowa State University, 106
Horticulture Hall, Ames, IA 50011
or email
dminner@iastate.edu.

Overseeding blues?

Will overseeding bermudagrass with perennial ryegrass cause

damage to the bermudagrass the following year, even in late

summer/fall? The question arose due to our football surface

Jalling apart in extremely raining conditions and normal

playing schedule. School maintenance officials say that it is

due to overseeding for soccer season. Could this be the case?
Texas Coast

Sure, overseeding bermudagrass with ryegrass can be
detrimental to bermudagrass the following year. There
are a number of contributing factors that may influence
the surface condition of a field following overseeding.
Some of them may be the result of an interaction with
overseeding perennial ryegrass; whereas others may be
totally independent of this issue.

The first factor is the health of the bermudagrass at
the time of overseeding. If the bermudagrass stand is
weak in the late summer to early fall, it is not likely to
be any better in the spring. While I am sure this is not
the case with you, I have known turf managers that
have forgotten how their fields looked before overseed-
ing. Often with a weak bermudagrass stand in the fall,
the overseed get better than normal soil-to-seed contact
so it comes up nice and thick. If it stays looking good
through the winter and spring, it is easy to forget how
bad it was in the fall. The contrasted appearance from
overseeded beauty in the spring to splotchy bare ground
in the summer can be a heartbreaker.

A second factor can be how a field is managed in the
late spring. Bermudagrass hates shade, even shade from
another grass. Ryegrass performs best when mowed at a
higher height of cut than we normally use with
bermudagrass. So, keeping ryegrass up around 2 inches
or higher will shade the bermudagrass. If the ryegrass
remains somewhat healthy, especially with cooler tem-
peratures and no moisture stress in late spring and
mowed at a high height of cut, then bermudagrass may
never get a chance to start growing and it may die in
large patches. This is why on golf courses we commonly
see overseeding damage in the rough, whereas the fair-
way may transition without turf loss.

If overseeding is done in the Deep South, warm
weather combined with traditional cultural practices
that facilitate transition—reduced mowing height,
increased fertility, verticutting, moderate irrigation
amounts—may provide a smooth transition from rye-
grass to bermudagrass. But in the transition zone (or
other cooler climatic region) these cultural practices are
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not typically sufficient for a timely transition. The
improved perennial ryegrasses that are more heat and
disease resistant can hang around well into the summer
months, competing with bermudagrass. Our college
baseball teams and other spring sports often enjoy lush
overseeded surfaces in March through May. But beauti-
ful overseeded surfaces may not always transition back
to beautiful bermudagrass surfaces.

Transition research indicates you want at least 100
days of bermudagrass growth without any competition
with ryegrass. In order to achieve this goal, turf man-
agers often resort to chemically removing the ryegrass
with a sulfonylurea herbicide. Though transition per-
formance from these products is dependent on applica-
tion rate and temperature at time of application, these
products usually result in perennial ryegrass death in 2-3
weeks. The bermudagrass will grow and mature much
better without the ryegrass.

Bermudagrass may suffer from addition play damage
due to winter conditions. Normally, overseeding a field
can protect the bermudagrass turf and the field’s integri-
ty from damage by providing a wearable playing surface.
Since the ryegrass is living it provides a wearable surface
that can prevent some damage from reaching the
bermudagrass and the soil profile. But events played
during severe cold and wet conditions, even on an over-
seeded field, can weaken bermudagrass with damage to
plant crowns, stolons, and rhizomes.

When you have a cool and rainy fall the ryegrass may
never have a good chance to get established. The ten-
dency is to keep adding seed each week because the field
is not very green and the ryegrass is thin. But games are
still played so the bermudagrass is getting pounded. By
spring some of that extra ryegrass seed germinates and
the field may look pretty good. But the bermudagrass
has suffered and the competition from the ryegrass is
high. So, you replay a slightly different version of the
scenario previously mentioned.

A good field surface requires year-round manage-
ment. This is the case if one overseeds or plays on dor-
mant turf without overseeding. The goal should be to
enter fall with healthy bermudagrass. If the field is over-
seeded, then manage the overseed during the winter, but
be prepared to begin managing the field to benefit
bermudagrass in mid- to late-spring. By summer, you
want to be managing bermudagrass, with no overseed-
ing grass. This will bring the field full circle, maximizing
the health and condition of the turfgrass. H

www.sportsturfonline.com



VEL THE (
ESN'T H/ VE;O

The University of Akron InfoCision Stadium-Summa Field

INTRODUCING THE NEW TANK™ S LIQUID PROPANE ZERO-TURN RIDER WITH FOUR-WHEEL STEERING. | |
PART OF A COMPLETE LINE OF PRODUCTS THAT GIVE YOU AN UNFAIR ADVANTAGE.
Get ready for a whole new era in zero-turn riders. Steering wheel control, four-wheel steering and c n " “ E n c I n I.

Synchro Steer™ technology give the new TANK™ S Liquid Propane an unmatched level of control and
stability — even on hills. Plus, the EPA- and CARB-certified TANK™ S Liquid Propane reduces smog- WE MEAN BUSINESS.

forming emissions by 60% and toxic emissions by 80%, and it uses less-expensive fuel. So you'll be
helping the environment — and helping yourself to the best rider you can get.

To find your dealer or schedule a product demo, call 1-866-246-4971.
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