John Mascaro’s Photo Quiz

Answer:
from page 35

he irregular brown areas on this high school baseball field foul line area were

caused by a volunteer parent/coach trying to help out. The school received
some free artificial turf from a local college that was replacing their indoor football
field and the baseball program decided to use a portion of the old turf for the high
school bullpen (notice the hash marks). The natural turf was removed and since
they did not want weeds or grass to come up through the artificial turf, a granular
benzonitrile herbicide was applied under the carpeting for extra insurance. As you
can see, after a good rainfall, the material leached from under the artificial turf onto
the foul area of the baseball field and killed the grass. The person who regularly
takes care of the field repaired the damage by aerating the damaged turf and then
applying a combination of charcoal and a calcined clay field conditioner to neutral-
ize the remaining chemical. The turf was then slit seeded. The inset photo shows
how the area recovered. W

Photo submitted by Mike Hebrard, Athletic Field Design Company, Clackamas, OR.

If you would like to submit a photograph for John Mascaro's Photo Quiz please send it to John Mascaro, 1471 Capital Circle NW, Ste # 13,
Tallahassee, FL. 32303 or email to john@turf-tec.com. If your photograph is selected, you will receive full credit. All photos submitted will
\ become property of SportsTurf magazine and the Sports Turf Managers Association.

For perfect diamonds
as easy as 1,2,3!
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STMA in Action

STMA unveils new
certification logo

he Sports Turf Managers Association unveiled its new
Certification logo at the Certification Breakfast January 17
during the STMA Annual Conference in Phoenix. The logo
development process has taken many months. It began with

the certification committee’s assertion that a more progressive logo
would better represent the CSFM credential. The STMA public rela-
tions firm, Ackermann PR, took on the design challenge and strongly
contended that the certification logo should relate to STMA and its
“family look.” After reviewing many designs and color palettes, the
Certification Committee led by Troy Smith, CSFM, narrowed the logo
selection to two choices, and all 81 certified members were invited to
vote for their favorite logo. More than 70% of CSFMs who voted
selected this logo. Look for this logo on select merchandise and cloth-
ing items designed for certified members.

oliMd

GERTIHED

SPORTS FIELD
MANAGER

=

STMA’s Certification pro-
gram began in 2000 and is
based on education, experi-
ence and industry service. In
order to take the four-hour
test to become certified, a
sports turf manager must
have a minimum of 40 points
earned through a combina-
tion of education and experience. The CSFM exam covers agronomics,
'1(‘1m|r|1'=.l'r'1t101‘l peqt manad lgemer‘ll' aﬂd bports Spt‘!k.lflc 155Ues. OIlLe cer-
tification is achieved, continuing education and industry service is
required to maintain the designation.
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he Foundation for Safer Athletic Environments (SAFE)

thanks its contributors for their generous donations in 2007.

The following notes the contributor and the facility at which

they are employed. A second list notes the gol’rcrs who
donated their paid golf fees to SAFE when the San Antonio tourna-
ment was cancelled last year. A special thank you to Jacobsen for
matching the golfers’ donations at 50 percent. Their donation has
allowed SAFE to provide scholarship and educational awards at the
same level as last year! B
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Diamond Clay Conditioner

Mound Clay Fortifier

We've got a conditioner for every application. Which means less maintenance, less
rain-outs, less wind erosion, less complaints and safer conditions at any level of play

Calcined Clay (Turface)
Diamond Sands

GMW PRODUCTS!INC.

1-800-950-2555

WWW. marcm:la_y com
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STMA 1n Action
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Athletic Surface
Materials

Diamond Dirt RED ENHANCE
Calcined Infield Conditioner
Diamond Dirt RED ABSORB
Calcined Fast Dry Material
Diamond Dirt RED TOPPER
Infield Fine Material
Diamond Dirt RED MOUND-PAK
100% Clay
Diamond Dirt RED TOP DRESSING
70% Sand/30% Clay Screened Mix
Diamond Dirt RED WARNING TRACK Material

Order in Bulk, Supersacks, or 50 LB Bags

Corporate Office

Post Office Box 150

5100 County Road 299
Cusseta, AL 36852

Toll Free: 1-888-749-2880
Local: 334-749-2880
Fax: 334-749-7407
E-mail: sales @fullerS.net
Website:  www.fullerS.net

Faoller Five
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Landscape Supply
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STAY NATURAL...
Because You Can

BW'.,(KE§§‘§ i’%ﬁmwmm is to Athletic Fields . ..

Bl

... as spinach is to

Combine the strength
and stability of native
. soil with a QwikDRAIN
.§ System™ and you get the
safest, most sustainable
natural field system ever

developed.

e For new or existing fields,
a QwikDRAIN System™
is your high performance
solution.

Don't take our word for it.
Talk to our fast-growing

list of dlients.

§ For free consultation, call

888-567-6872

www.qwikdrainsystems.com
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Rebuilding Doc’s Dugout

Photo contest coming this spring

he STMA Historical
Committee met in late
November for the first
time to log and develop
the acquired collection
of Dr. Kent Kurtz, STMA's first exec-
utive director. “Doc”, as he was admir-
ingly referred to, also served as the
association's first historian, and
amassed an amazing collection of doc-
uments and photographs of the sports
turf profession and STMA. Doc’s col-
lection included a kind donation from
the estate of turf industry pioneer Dr.
Fred Grau. In appreciation of Doc’s

s agrie

contribution and the generous dona-
tion of the Kurtz family to STMA we
will be running a monthly account of
the people, places, stories, equipment,

and photographs that are important to
the profession and association.

Hold on to your photos! Starting
this spring, and in order to enrich Doc
Kurtz’'s collection, the STMA
Historical Committee will be running
a contest each month to see who has
the most uniquc pict‘uﬂ:s of sports turf
specific equipment and significant
STMA members. Look for details in

this section in future issues! B

STMA Founder Dick Ericson, left, with rake, worked for many years at Metropolitan Stadium in Minneapolis, a typical multi-use facility of the time that was used
baseball, football, and soccer. In this STMA Kurtz Historical Collection photo, Ericson can be seen overseeing his crew mowing, rolling, and painting the outfield
in preparation for a game. The equipment in use is a 1950's era tri-plex style mower, roller, and a hand pump paint sprayer.

Paint was often purchased at a local paint or hardware store and thinned with water to achieve a consistency that would cover evenly. The most affordable and
most abundant latex house paints were used. Through trial and error and other research into paint and painting, sports turf managers and paint companies

produced the quality products that are in use today.

“z72Tow Pro,
Turf Aerator

Quality and Value! O
Tow Pro - the Affordable§
True Reciprocating Aerator
Versatile Universal Mount
Self-Powered

Walk-Behind Models Available

SOURCE(INE

Aeration Width Per Pass 45"

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT Productivity Per Hour Approx. 2 Acres
Approx. Core Spacing 225" x 8"

888"41 8'9065 Core Depth Upto2.75"

www.sourceonex.com Warranty 2-Year Limited

Plugr is a registered trademark of SourceOne Inc.,
a subsidiary of IMSCORP. Lincoln, NE

Fill in 140 on reader service form or visit http:f/foners.hotims.com/14676-140
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Infield Groomer

Ride-On Striper

EQUIPMENT

STRIPERS: RIDERS * WALK BEHIND * AEROSOL
INFIELD GROOMERS DRAGS & MATS
DRY LINERS & FIELD LAYOUT SYSTEMS
FIELD MARKING & MASCOT STENCILS

CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-624-6706

1700 Jasper St., #F ¢ Aurora, CO 80011

worwnewsbripe.com
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Sports Turf Managers Association of Arizona:
www.azstma.com,

Chesapeake Chapter STMA (formerly Mid-
Atlantic Athletic Field Managers
Organization - MAFMO Chapter STMA}):
Www.cestma.org.

Colorado Sports Turf Managers Association:
www.cstma.org.

Florida #1 Chapter: 954/782-2748

Gateway Chapter Sports Turf Managers
Association: www.gatewaystma.org.

Georgia Sports Turf Managers Association:
706/542-7859.

The Greater LA. Basin Chapter of the Sports

Turf Managers Association:
www.stmalabasin.com.

T T T T N ]

STMA Chapter News & MARKETPLACE

STMA Affiliated Chapters Contact Information

{KAFMO/STMA): v KAFMO.org. Ohio Sports Turf Managers Association

Kentucky Sports Turf Managers Association: {OSTMAL: www.ostma org.
wwaw.kystma.org. Pacific Northwest Sports Turf Managers

Michigan Sports Turf Managers Association Assaociation: www.pnwstrma.org.
(MISTMA): wwww.mistma.org. Southern California Chapter:

Minnesota Chapter STMA: vanvwmstma.org, =  Www.socalstma.com.

MO-KAN Sports Turf Managers Association: South Carolina Chapter of STMA:
www.mokanstma.com. WWW.SCSIMa.org.

New England STMA (NESTMA): Texas Sports Turf Managers Association:

866/897-8621.

www.nestma.org.

Nebraska Sports Turf Managers Association:
402/441-4425.

NEW - North Carolina Chapter of STMA:
919/516-3492

North Florida STMA Chapter. 850/580-4026.

T L T R N R R N

Tennessee Valley Sports Turf Managers
Association (TVSTMA): v tvstma.org.

Virginia Sports Turf Managers Association:
WWW.VStMa.org.

Wisconsin Sports Turf Managers Association:

Www.wWstma.org.

Chapter Sponsors

JOHN DEERE

stabilizer

SOLUTIONS

syngenta

Hiinois Chapter STMA: 847/263-7603. "mf:;'g;‘;m I,I"I“-el.a
Int:‘nmunlﬂm Chagteg i Spu.rts wat Ozarks STMA: wwwy.ozarksstma.org. Forming Chapters: The Irrigation Innovators
anagers Association: vwww.imstma.org. 3
Sports Turf Managers of New York: Gulf Coast Chapter: 225/757-9136.
lowa Sports Turf Managers Association: WWW.SITONY.Or Nevada STMA Chapter: 702/433-3113. :
www.iowaturfgrass.org. i e s Alpine Sery
o orts Field Managers Association
Keystone Athistic Fiokl Managers Org. llI‘Itnw Jersey: mf.sfmanj.org_
> '. o
- THEFASTERWAYTOA

SPORTS TURF
IRRIGATION

Edger

grounds.

and
rugged.

striping
and easy

BETTER LOOKING FIELD
Atom Professianal - B2

Fastest way to edge
infields, outfields,
base paths and

Shaft driven,
lightweight

Hayter Harrier
Striping Mower

Split Rear Roller
for dramatic gt

Peat pInc.

9ol » sports Harf o hovticulture

Ovgamics You Com Trust

A Minnesota-based peat company
servicing worldwide.

Peat, Inc. » Elk River, MN 55330 U.S.A.
www.peatinc.com = 763.441.8387 or 1.800.441.,1880

1-800-832-6224

Tue New MIcRO SERIES AT YOUR NEAREST DEALER!
THE IDEAL WATERING SYSTEM FOR SPORTSFIELDS,
LANDSCAPES, PARKS ETC.

WiTH HOSE LENGTHS OF 150'~490° AND FLOWS OF 6-50 GPM.

ABI

irrigation

AcriBusiNEss INTERNATIONAL
P.0. Box 909 Viea Rica, A 3ofo
Puone(770) 459-6401  Fax: (770) 459-6877

maneuverability.

Rotary mower will cut as low as 1/2",

information, contact:

For more

Ph: 800-780-9889

www.seagointernational.com

Fill in 142 on reader service form or visit
http://foners.hotims.com/14676-142

46 February 2008

Fill in 143 on reader service form or visit
http://oners.hotims.com/14676-143

Fill in 144 on reader service form or visit
http://oners.hotims.com/14676-144

www.greenmediaonline.com



http://www.ezstrra.ccm
http://www.patewevstma.orq.
http://www.strnalabasin.com.
http://www.iowaturfprass.orq.
http://www.pnwstma.org.
http://www.sccalstma
http://www.scstrna.orq.
http://www.tvstma.orq.
http://www.wstma.orp.
http://www.nestma.crq
http://www.norcalstma.orq.
http://oners.hotims.com/14676-142
http://www.seagointernational.com
http://www.greenmediaonline.com

Www.masa.com

Fill in 145 on reader service form or visit http:/foners.hotims.com/14676-145

WANT TO> . !
= _REACH Yiew
QUALIFIED, . '~
BUYERS2.+"..

M2M FAN

LIST RENTAL &

Cheryl Naughton

cnaughton@m2media360.com
770/995-4964 Fax: 770/995-4983

THATCH MASTER
T™M-720

Turf Specialties, Inc.
Call for price, demo or CD

800-201-1031

www.turfspecialties.net
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Supreme-Green”
Turf Growth Cover

m

* Reduces seed loss

* Promates earlier
root establishment

* Accelerates Germination

* Reduces frost and
ice-damage

= Porous to allow water
and air circulation

* Mildew and rot resistent

* Quick turf repairs
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Your home field advantage.

AERATION
MOISTURE & TEMPERATURE
CONTROL FOR YOUR TURF

SUBAIR SPORTS FIELD SYSTEMS
allow for longer growing seasons,
shorter rain delays, and faster turf
recovery following special events,
severe weather, and excessive use.

www.subairsystems.com
B66.641.6663

Fill in 148 on reader service form or visit hitp://oners.hotims.com/14676-148

BEAM CLAY®
INFIELDS!

Partac®/Beam Clay®, a supplier to every
Major League Baseball Team and over 150
Minor League Teams, more than 700 colleges
and thousands of towns and schools from
all 50 states and worldwide, makes special
mixes for infields, pitcher’s mounds, home
plate areas, red warning tracks, infield con-
ditioners, drying agents, plus over 200 other
infield products, including regional infield
mixes blended for every state and climate
from bulk plants nationwide !

PARTAC® /BEAM CLAY®

800-247-BEAM (2326)
WWW.BEAMCLAY.COM
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. MARKETPLACE & ONLINE EDUCATION —

'WHY APEX-10?

Natures Wonder APEX-10 is an organic Peat
Humic Substance made from highly humified
North  American Peat. APEX-10 organic
properties are over 88.5% volatile and 100%
of the humic acid is plant available. These
Biostimulating qualities of APEX-10 have been
proven in university studies and in the field to
deliver the highest results with the lowest
application rate.

WITH THESE BEING JUST A FEW OF THE PROVEN
RESULTS USING APEX-10, THE REAL QUESTION IS...

Why Not APEX-10?

1.856.222.4675 'ﬂ

www.natureswonder.com
900 BIRCHFIELD DRIVE | MOUNT LAUREL N.J. 08054 5
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OMRI'| Reviewed by OMRI and Registered for
SOCWECWE | ()rgznic Crop Production by USDA Standards.
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i TR (Rl Online Training :
MANAGERS ASSOCIATION § . : Qi Sessiea | affordable for you to print

our marketing materials!
Online Training i .Imdugcmg......-

STMA Members - $30 each PE— T} Bowor Printing

g raraac - spote ; / We've just made it \
: W E easier and more

: Power Printing is a turn-key printing

SE‘SS|CIH 0Co1- SChO\J: K12 operation allowing the marketing professional
Grounde 0 i to create information-rich handouts, direct

mail, and other promotional materials.

Turn to us when you're ready to print your
catalog sheets, reprints, brochures and
catalogs. We'll produce dazzling results for
you economically and reliably.

" . :__II . J -:._ 15 De - L npes, it o % b
Worksh 3 Viaste L R kol s o
. =) 0C03 - Devplopm ) - Pro  Disney Wi Wordlof Spor

1 FF.J'I

Pswer Printing

helping you create marketing tools

Contact Cheryl Naughton
at 770-995-4964
or cnaughton@m2media360.com
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z TR ¢ West Coast Turf
Please complete this form in its entirety
to receive your product information.

1 What is your company’s primary business? (check ONLY ONE)
G O Athletic Field and/or Park Architect/Designer
T 0O School, College or University P 1 Park H O Other (please specify).

F O Sports Complex

SportsTurf ADVERTISERS' INDEX

Advertiser Web Address Fillin # Page #
ABI Irrigation hittps//wwww.oners.hotims.com/14676-143 143 46
‘ Aerway/Holland Equipment http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-133 133 26
reen Bannerman http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-134 134 41
Barenbrug USA http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-118 118 17
Me dl ator Beacon Athletics http://www.oners hotims.com/14676-127 27 3
Connnecting You to Advertisers, BLEC USA hrlp;f,‘www.Uners.hnt_ims.{:urn.flilﬁ?m35 135 4
and Their Products and Services Caterpillar http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-131 131 36-37
Covermaster http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-122 122 22
- Covertech httpy//www.oners.hotims.com/14676-147 147 47
Ad\lel'tlsel's' |Ildeﬂneader Deweeze-Goossen httpy//www.oners.hotims.com/14676-124 124 25
se'ﬁee |nfom|aﬁ°“ Diamond Pro http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-119 19 18
EP Minerals http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/14676-115 115 12
Three fast and easy ways to get Ewing Irrigation http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-123 123 23 {regional)
additional information on products Fuller Five Landscape Supply ttp://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-138 138 a4
and sewices i|'| this issue: Green Industry Education http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-151 151 48
GreensGroomer http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-113 13 9
- Visit the Web address next to the advertiser's GreenOne http://www.oners.hotims. com/14676-139 139 a4
name for the ad in this issue. Jacobsen http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-154 154 52
. Go to sportsturf.hotims.com to search for John Deere http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-112 12 5
products by category or company name. Plus, KRain hitp:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/14676-111 1 3
link directly to advertisers’ Web sites, or Kromer Company http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-125 125 27
request information via e-mail or by fax. Laser Leveling http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-116 116 13
. Complete the reader service information below. M.A.S.A. http://www.aners.hotims.com/14676-145 145 a7
Write in the reader service number from the Mar-Co Clay Products http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676- 141 141 43
product or circle advertiser from the index, copy, Nature's Wonder http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/14481-412 412 48
and fax to (416) 620-9790 or mail to SportsTurf, Newstripe http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-137 137 45
PO Box 5167, Buffalo, NY 14205-5167. 0il DrifProfs Choice htp://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-126 126 bl
Partac Peat/Beam Clay http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-149 149 47
Peat Inc. http:/fwww.oners.hatims.com/14676-142 142 46
Profile Products http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-117 17 15
| Seago International http://www.oners.hatims.com/14676-144 144 46
| Smithco http:/fwwew.oners.hotims.com/14676-120 120 19
Southern Athletic Fields http://www.oners.hatims.com/14676-130 130 35
Source One https//www.oners.hotims.com/14676- 140 140 45
Sports Turf Managers Association http:/fwww.oners.hotims, com/14676-129 129 33
Stabilizer Solutions http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-128 128 3
SubAir Systems http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-148 148 47
The Toro Company http://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-110 10 g
Please write the reader service number for Tifsport hitp://www.oners.hotims.com/14676-132 132 40
FREE product information in the boxes above Turf Specialties http:/fwww.aners.hotims. com/14676-146 146 47
If this is not your copy of ST, please go to www. Turfco Manufacturing http:/jwww.oners.hotims.com/14676-121 121 21
submag.com/sub/tf to sign up for a FREE one TYCROP hitp:/fwww.oners.hotims. com/14676-136 136 k71
year subscription of your own. Varicore Technologies hitp:/fwww.oners.hatims.com/14676-153 153 51
http:/fwwwv.oners.hotims.com/14676-114 114 1

U Yes, Please start/continue my

CUT HERE

subscription to SportsTurf
O No, thank you.

2 Which of the following best describes your title? (check ONLY ONE)

A O EXECUTIVE/ADMINISTRATOR — President, Owner, Partner, Director, General
Manager, Chairman of the Board, Purchasing Agent, Athletic Director

B O MANAGER/SUPERINTENDEMNT — Superintendent, Landscape/Ground
Maintenance Manager, Foreman, Supervisor

C O GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL — Government Commissioner, Agent, Other
Government Official = .

D O SPECIALIST — Architect, Designer, Consultant, Agronomist, Horticulturist, Name: {FJBESB lll'lﬂﬂ
Certified Specialist Title:

Signature: (required) Date:

F O COACH E QO Other (please specify)

2 Do you have the authority to buy, specify or recommend Company:
products and/or services for your business or organization?
¥ O Yes N O No Address:

4 Yearly operating expenditures (excluding salaries) (- . s
F O Over $1 million €O $50,001 - $100,000 City: State: Zip:
E 0 $500,001 - $1 million BO $25,001 - $50,000 : .
D 0O $100,001 - $500,000 A QO $25,000 and under PhDHE- Fax.

5 Please also send a free subscription to the following people at the Email: {required)

same location
Mame ’ Title
Namea E Title,

T February 2008 - Expires August 2008 - RS0802
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BY DR. DAVID MINNER
Professor, lowa State

University

Questions?
Send the

50 February 2008

You can’t Tivo this stuff

You asked for advice and presented many challenging questions over the years. ..
so now it’s my turn to ask a question in the form of sound advice.

id you attend the 15-19 January 2008 STMA
Conference in Phoenix?
Good for you if you did and for the rest,
here’s a small part of what you missed. We
hope to see you next year in San Jose, CA.

I'm on the plane trying to process new ideas gathered at
the show into action items for my short and long term goals.
Just a little Board of Directors’ inside humor since CEO Kim
Heck constantly shapes our thinking and vision into action
and results. This absent-minded professor has personally
grown in many ways from working with this board and its
leaders. I would also like to thank all of you who have served
on the conference education committee and to those who
have given of yourself through your ideas, speaking talents,
and commitment to spreading the good word about the
sporting fields and their managers that we so dearly care
about.

Please join me in welcoming Dr. Michael Goatley,
Virginia Polytechnic Institute, as the academic representative
on the STMA Board of Directors, Mike has the passion,
energy, and talent to communicate at any level with a wide
variety of sports field managers. With new leadership comes
new opportunity; and it is time to share your ideas with your
new Conference Education subcommittee chairman by mak-
ing a submittal for the 2009 STMA Conference in San Jose.
The call for presentations will be posted on the STMA web-
site in February with a closing date of 1 April 2008 for the
2009 conference. Nearly 85% of the conference speakers are
selected from the presentation submittals.

With 350 booths and more than 1850 combined partici-
pants and exhibitors, the STMA Conference is the largest
trade show in North America dedicated specifically to man-
aging athletic fields. Every conceivable product and type of
equipment used to manage natural and synthetic fields is
displayed at the show.

Chris Ralston, head groundskeeper for the Lake Elsinore
Storm, teamed up with college and Major League Baseball
turf managers to demonstrate mound building techniques on
the trade show floor. They built the mound from top to bot-
tom in about 45 minutes using Hilltopper donated by
Stabilizer Solutions, Inc. Craig Karges gave an amazing blend
of entertainment, message, and motivation. The audience
used their minds to move individual pendulums and they
were really freaked out when he levitated objects right before
their eyes.

On the education side there were more than 50 educa-
tional sessions on topics such as budgeting, employee/

employer/administration relations, traffic injury solutions,
weed and disease control, fertility, grass selection, preparing
for certification, and much more. Randal Dick from the
NCAA provided information relating athlete injury on grass
and synthetic fields, while Dr. Keith McAuliffe from the
New Zealand Sports Turf Institute rounded out the confer-
ence with an international perspective on playing field stan-
dards and testing performance.

Jeff Fowler had the audience spilling out into the hallway
with his riveting oratory on the “Seven habits of defective
sports turf managers.” Three sessions on synthetic turf man-
agement and field construction were discussed by panel
experts; they even tackled the hot topic of how to properly
construct the base under the synthetic surface.

The innovative sports field manager session showed Mike
Hebrard’s proven methods for freehand logo painting, Joe
Wagner's first hand experience with using only effluent water
to manage a large city soccer field complex in Towa, and
David Schlotthauer’s tips for making minor repairs on syn-
thetic fields. Kevin Trotta, winner of the Turf and Ornamental
Communicators Association’s Environmental Communicator
Award, led a panel of experts and a roundtable discussion to
find a balance between managing fields with fewer pesticide
inputs and to bring some sense to the narrow minded
approach of a pesticide-free policy that bans the use of all
pesticides on all school grounds.

Field contractors Chad Price and Matt Heiss discussed
sand cap and narrow sand trench systems and shared their
proven techniques to avoid the most common mistakes when
building baseball, football, and soccer fields. Outdoor field
management techniques were demonstrated by Certified
Sports Field Managers from Major League Baseball/National
Football League/Major League Soccer. Two days of tours
were highlighted by a visit to the University of Phoenix
Stadium where everyone touched the field as it moved on
rails from the outside position to the game ready position for
the 2009 Super Bowl. No predictions were made but the
STMA participants became part of Super Bowl fever as the
field was prepared for a new champion.

There is so much to see and do that you will be jazzed for
a week after the meeting. Only at the STMA Convention can
you see the largest moving field football field being prepared
for the Super Bowl, the largest moving roof (Chase Field,
Arizona Diamondbacks), and hear the stories from George
Toma, a living legend in grounds keeping. All the gang will
be looking for you next year in San Jose. B
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