K __GRACO FIELDLAZER / PAINT SALE !

[ ]
SAVE $1,045.00 on our PAINT & MACHINE PACKAGE
WITH THE PURCHASE OF :
16 PAILS OF OUR 77-30 OR 88-30 BRILLIANT WHITE PAINT

* $300.00 GRACO BUCKS REBATE
* 16 PAILS OF PAINT

* FIELDLAZER COST OF $1795.00
* FREE FREIGHT FOR ALL

PACKAGE PRICE

GRACO FIELDLAZER & PAINT

ST T $26TLT) N

THESE PAINTS ARE HIGH ENERGY FORMULATED FOR:
GREAT ATOMIZATION...SHARPER LINES..EASY MIX..
LESS SETTLING...LONGER SHELF LIFE...HIGH SOLIDS

AEROSOL FIELD PAINT 23

« Brightest White

12 Brilliant Colors
* Low VOC’s

» Fits most machines s
$44.95 /&g
FREE SHIPPING |

COLORS $48.95 /CASE |.
Call for QUANTITY PRICES &

o 800-’426-0774
~ MISSOURI TURF PAINT

Fill in 153 on reader sary visit http://oners.hotims.com/13974-153

One Field
One Line or
Proaucts

-Heavy Duty-
- -Low Maintenance-

Turf Specialties, Inc.

Call for price, demo or CD

800-201-1031

Lo For Your Nearest Distributor
www.turfspecialties.net

WESSCO, INC. 800-650-9322
WWW. KLAWOG-KLACON.COM

Fill in 156 on reader service form or visit http://oners.hotims.com/13974-156

Fill in 155 on reader service form or visit http:/joners hotims.com/13974-155

MARKETPLACE

GBS 1200 VERTICUTTER

i
|
belt driven both sides  graden usa inc
7309 capehart roac
+ n ch
offset mounting oh: 804 249 9;<c

fx: 804 249 9951
48"cutting width  em:m

CALL FOR YOUR FREE DEMO!

www.gradenusa.com

Invest in the Best!
The RotaDairon dethatcher/spiker’s
flexibility allows you to choose the

method of dethatching that will work
best for your turf.

phone: 800.554.4863
www.mge-dairon.com
email: rotadaironemrex@aocl.com

Fillin 157 on reader service form or visit http:/oners. hotims.com/13974-157

ichael{@gradenusa.com


http://www.turfspecialties.net
http://www.mge-dairon.com
mailto:rotadaironemrex@aol.com

FROM THE EARTH FOR THE EARTH

YT

CERTIFIED
SUSTAINABLE "

S
i
i

£

LANDSCAPER

Deminishing
resources and client
demands have made Sustainable
Landscapes extremely important.
This valuable certification is a
must for any industry professional.

[ g i AL
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Sportslurf

MANAGERS ASSOCIATION

Online Training

STMA Members - $30 each
Non-members - $50 each

Q.:ﬁﬂ-
».ﬁt.

o

i
Session OC01 - Schoos K-12 cugf®
Speaker 1-Floyd Perty, Grounds Maniefience Services
Speaker 2 - Dr. Grady Miler, UniverSily of Florida
Speaker 3 - John WEsEa0; Tu-Tec Intemational
Speaker4 - Dr. John Cisar, University of Florida
Session OC02 - Parks & Recreation
Speaker 1 - Preston Courtney, Disney Wide World of Sports
Speaker 2 - Floyd Pemy, Grounds Maintenance Senices
Speaker 3 -Bil Bery, Gity of Rock Hil
Speaker 4 - Richard Sanger, Sarasofa Counly
Workshop OC03 - Developing A Master Plan

Speaker 1- Francois Hebert, Consultant

Workshop OC04 - Buiding Athletic Fields
Speaker 1 - Dr. Chuck Damah, CLC Labs
Speaker 2 - Boyd R, Montbomery |l, The: Toro Company
Speaker 3 - Mark Heinlein, The Motz Group

Workshop OC05 - Fertilizer
Speaker 1 - Brad Jakubowsk, University of Nebraska
Speaker 2 - Dr. Tom Samples, University of Tenessee

Demonstration OC06 - Outdoor Demonstrations
Speaker 1 - Dr. Roch Gaussoin
Speaker 2 - Floyd Perry, Grounds Maintenance Services
Speaker 3 - Preston Courtney, Disney Wide Worid of Sports

For STMA Online Training
information and registration, visit

-
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2 SportsTurf Managers Association (800) 323-3875
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one year subscription of your own.

Please complete this form in its entirety to receive your product information.

1 What is your company’s primary business? (check ONLY ONE)

1 Yes, Please start/continue my
subscription to SportsTurf
a No, thank you.

F 1 Sports Complex G O Athletic Field and/or Park Architect/Designer
T 3 School, College or University P U Park H 1 Other (please specify)

2 Which of the following best describes your title? (check ONLY ONE)
A O EXECUTIVE/ADMINISTRATOR — President, Owner, Partner, Director, General
Manager, Chairman of the Board, Purchasing Agent, Athletic Director
B O MANAGER/SUPERINTENDENT — Superintendent, Landscape/ Ground Maintenance
Manager, Foreman, Supervisor

C 0O GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL — Government Commissioner, Agent, Other Government Slgnatu re: [requlmt!] Date:

Official v
D O SPECIALIST — Architect, Designer, Consultant, Agronomist, Horticulturist, Certified Name: [ﬂlﬂﬂse pnnﬂ
Specialist Titl
F O COACH E 2 Other (please specify) ¥ itle:
3 Do you have the authority to buy, specify or recommend products Company:
andfor services for your business or organization?
YOYes NOMNo Address:
4 Yearly operating expenditures (excluding salaries) : 5 T
F 0 Over §1 milion G O $50,001 - $100,000 City: State: Zip:
E 11 $500,001 - $1 million B 0 $25,001 - $50,000 :
D L1 $100,001 - $500,000 A0 $26,000 and under Phone: Fax:

5 Please also send a free subscription to the following people at the

same location
Mame __

Title,

MName

Title

Email: (required)

October 2007 - Expires April 2008 - RS1007
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BY DR. DAVID
MINNER

Professor, lowa State
University

Quaestions?
Send them to
David Minner at
lowa State University,
106 Horticulture Hall,
Amaes, |A 50011
or email dminner@
iastate.edu.

Or, send your
question to
Grady Miller at
North Carolina State
University, Box 7620,
Raleigh, NC 27695-
7620, or email
grady_miller@ncsu.edu.
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Fatten up your field

I heard you talk about increasing thatch
to benefit fields during a Midwest
- Chapter STMA meeting. Can you
explain the benefits of this and indicate
25 how to actually increase this layer, espe-
cially in high traffic areas?
Chicago

A: Fields that have up to a half inch of thatch have more
tolerance of wear and recover faster from traffic. The
increased layer of biomass, adds cushion to the field and
separates players from the soil below (see http://turfgrass.
hort.iastate.edu/extension/grasstrafficsystem.pdf.)

Keeping players from contacting soil will reduce phys-
ical breakdown of soil structure (soil aggregates) that leads
to soil compaction. The thatch/mat/biomass layer extends
approximately one inch below the sole of a shoe when an
athlete steps onto a field. Possible components in this zone
can consist of: green shoots and stems often referred to as
verdure by turf scientists; living crowns and roots; dead
and decaying shoots, crowns, and roots; and soil.

In the worst case scenario on highly trafficked fields
this zone below a playeris foot will contain only compact-
ed soil with no biomass. Fields that have the best chance
of tolerating traffic will have a distinct layer of biomass
over the soil (thatch) or mixed into the soil (mat). Either
way, the layer separates the players’ cleats from the area
that is distinctly soil below. There are four specific man-
agement strategies for cool season fields aimed at making
biomass (plant parts) faster than it is destroyed by players
or soil organisms:

1) Plant plants — If soil is exposed then turf density is not
maximized. Seeding frequently and at higher than normal
seeding rates has been catching on as a means of develop-
ing plants that can later develop biomass.

2) Grow plants faster to make more shoots, crowns,
stems, and roots by fertilizing more with nitrogen —
Biomass increases when plant parts accumulate faster than
they are destroyed or breakdown. Apply a maximum of
0.75 1bs N/1000 sq.ft./ growing month to stimulate growth
on fields that have no visible thatch. Approximately 6 lbs
N/1000 sq.ft. can be used with a growing season from April
through November.

3) Limit organisms that break down thatch. We have an
extremely active earthworm population in my home state
of Iowa and consequently most high school football fields
are completely devoid of any thatch. This is somewhat con-
troversial since we know that worms are a wonderful and
natural method of aerifying soils and reducing compaction.

If we put the horse before the cart, our problem is not com-
paction; instead it is keeping turf cover in the center of high
traffic football fields. Thus, it is logical to reduce worm
activity as a means of increasing thatch build-up, especially
where it is needed. There are no pesticides specifically
labeled for worm control since they are usually thought of
as beneficial for soil productivity. Carbaryl (Sevin) is a gen-
eral use insecticide that is known to suppress earth worms
for 30 days.

4) Mow shorter and more frequently to maximize the
number of shoots per square inch. Again, this is somewhat
controversial since we have been trained to develop deep
roots with taller mowing. Deep roots are not problem in
irrigated turf. If you are in a non-irrigated situation then
shorter and more frequent mowing is not recommended
for your field since it can lead to shallower rooting and less
drought tolerance.

I'll pick on the high schools again since I often observe
them mowing tall (often 4 inches or more) and infrequent
(often once every 2 weeks) during the summer off-season
since the field is not being used for games. When August
rolls around the mowing height is lowered to 2 inches in
preparation for the upcoming football season. This mowing
scenario creates the minimum turf density at the beginning
of the football season.

Instead, select the game condition mowing height and
do not raise it during the off-season. It may be vacation for
the team but you need to keep working the field at the
game ready mowing height to build density before the first
game in the fall. At the high school level I prefer a 2-inch
mowing height mowed twice per week.

Have you ever noticed that highly maintained turf, with
short and frequent mowing, usually produces thatch faster?
Here is a strategy that will maximize your turf density just
before the playing season. Start mowing in the spring as
low as possible based on your mower type and budget. It is
best to mow just before green-up occurs to avoid scalping
off too much new growth. Mowing three times a week at
around 1 inch will maximize shoot density. Then raise the
height to 2 inches in early August, just in time to start the
playing season with maximum turf density and hopefully a
little more biomass to make the field play better and wear
longer. This should not be attempted if you are not in a
position to control weeds, irrigate, and apply a timely fun-
gicide should disease occur.

Remember, your job is to keep the players off of the soil
and out of the mud. M

www.greenmediaonline.com
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" IT’S DONE EVERYTHING WE’VE CLAIMED.

Thousands of systems installed...still working strong.

Miwlei-FLO

Professional Drainage Systems

www.varicore.com

Fill in 161 on reader service form or visit http://oners.hotims.com/13974-161

¥

N

‘avaklable. _

0

'6” Multi-Flow shown. 32" and 18” als





