
STMA in Action
STMA Field of the Year Program:
Take Pride in Your Profession

NOWis the perfect time to prepare your
STMA Field of the Year Application.
The deadline for materials to be
received at STMA headquarters is

October IS, 2007. STMA's prestigious Field of
the Year program is in its 16th year and is gelling
stronger every year. 'With record numbers of
applicants the past two years, competition is stiff'
But with hard work and diligence, each and
every STMA member has a field that could
become Field of the Year. STMA presents
awards in baseball, softball, football, and soccer
categories at High School/Parks and Rec,
College and University, and Professional levels.
Each Field of the Year Award winner is pre-

sented with a special plaque at the STI\1.A
Awards Banquet, held each year at the STMA
Conference and Exhibition. This year, the
Awards Banquet will be the evening of Friday,

Jan. 18, in Phoenix. In addition to the plaque,
each STMA Field of the Year winner will
receive free conference registration, up to

$500 towards lodging at the conference,
STMA signature apparel, and a feature article
in the officialpublication of STMA, SportsTurf
magazine. These awards are generously sup-
ported by STMA's official awards sponsors
Carolina Green Corp., CoverMaster, Hunter
Industries, Scotts TurfSeed, Turface, and
World Class Athletic Surfaces.
Take pride in yuur profession and submit

your application for STMA Field of the Year
and get recognition for your field and respect
from your peers. For more information or to
download an application, please log on to
www.STMA.org or call (ROO) 323-3875.
Remember the deadline for materials to be
received is October 15,2007.•

Penn State's award-winning Jeffrey Field,
with Beaver Stadium and famed
Mount Nlttany in the background

Answer:
from page 14

John Mascaro's Photo Ouiz
The irregular brown arrow shaped

area on field was caused by run-
ning over a fireworkwith a mower. The
firework was not a little one that you
buy at the store, but one of the big
booms that are in the sky after a typical
minor league game. According to the
sports turf manager, the fireworks guy
scouts the area for any extra, unex-
ploded shells but apparently he missed
one. The mower operator was mowing
the multi-use park field behind the sta-
dium when he hit a 3-inch shell (or
"salute" as the fireworks guy called it)
and it exploded, leaving this nice arrow
shaped pattern in the grass.
The sports turf manager thinks the

"stern" of the <lITOW shape comes from
the discharge chute on the zero turn
rotary mower with a tiO-inchdeck. The
mower was not damaged but the opera-
tor received a concussion and was put
on the disabled list for 15 days. All
things considered, it could have been
worse. The mower operators also usual-
ly do a thorough check before they start
mowing this particular area. I bet these
guys on this crew do not need coffee in
the morning to keep on their toes.•

Photo submitted Iry 1] Brewer, Head
Gwundskuper for the Burlingtrm Bets in
Burlington, L4, the Class A minor league
affiliate of the Kansas City Royals.

If you would like to submit a photograph for John Mascaro's Photo QuiZ please send it to Turf-Tee International, John Mascaro, 1471
Capital Circle NW, Suite # 13, Tallahassee, FL 32303 or email tojohn@turf-tec.com. If your photograph Is selected, you will receive full
credit. All photos SUbmitted become property of SportsTurf Magazine.
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STMA Chapter News
Capture your history now

Capture Your Chapter History
NOW is one of STMA Chapters'
Best Management Practices. As the
STMA affiliated chapter netv....ork

grows, chapters are sharing ideas with each
other on what is working for them in member-
ship, sponsorship, administration - virtually
any activity with which chapters are involved.
The Gateway Chapter has a unique idea

that goes beyond prestnJing its history to making
certain it raptures history as it happens. Of
course, the 8-year old chapter is safeguarding
all of its historical documents to-date, i.e. origi-

nal bylaws, meeting minutes, newsletters, etc.,
but it is adding an element \0 that stockpile.
The chapter is having each President detail in
writing me key events, happenings, and mile-
stones during his/her presidency. This "snap-
shot" of each President's term will become an
important historical reference for the chapter.
Since the Gateway Chapter is still relatively
young, it is having each of its previous presi-
dents "catch them up" so there is a complete
record of Presidents' perspectives.

Consider implementing this process and add
a new dimension to your chapter's history .•

• MARKETPLACE.
BEAM CLAY®
INFIELDS!

Hmlter"
~
slabi llzer'
SOLUTIONS

syngenta
JOHN DEERE

The Irrigation Innovators

Alpine Services, Inc.
p",,,,,"", Alhlelie Fi,ld., FoeAI!Sports

STMA Affiliated Chapters Contact Information
Sports Thrf Managen
Association of Arizona:
www.azstma.com.

Chesapeake Chapter
STMA (formerly Mid-
Atlantic Athletic Field
Managers Organization -
MAFMO Chapter STMA)l
W\\'W.ccstma.org.

Colorado Sports Thrf
Managers Association:
www.cstma.org.

norida IF 1 Chapter:
954/782-2748

Gateway Chapter Sports
ThrfManagen
Association:
www.gatewaystma.org.

Georgia Sports Turf
Managers Association:
706/54-2·7859.

The Greater LA.. Basin
Chapter of the Sports
ThrfManagen
Association:
www.slmalabasin.com.

Dlinois Chapter S"IMAl
847/263-7603,

Intermountain Chapter
of the Sports Thrf
Managers Association:
www.im!tma.org.

52 August 2007

Iowa Sports TUrf
Managers Association:
www.iowaturfgtass.org.

Keystone Athletic Field
Managerr; Org.
(KAFMO/STMA):
www.KAFMO.org.

Kentucky Sports Thrf
Managers Association:
www.kystma.org.

Michigan Sports Thrf
Managerr; Association
(MiSTMA):www.mislma,org.

Minnesota Chapter
STMA: www.mstl1Ja,org.

MO-KAN Sports TUrf
Managen AssociatioDl
www.mokanstma.com.

New England STMA
(NESIMA)l www.nestma.org,

Nebraska Sports Thrf
Managers AssociatiODl
402/441-4425.

North Florida STMA
Chapter: 850/580-4026.
Northent California
SIMA: 916/366-8350.

Ozarks STMA:
417/8W·{j974,

Sports Turf Managers of
New York: www.strnony.org.

Sports Field Managers
Association of New
JerseYl www.$fmanj.org,

Ohio Sports Thrf
Managers Association
(OSTMA): www.ostma.org.

Pacific Northwest
Sports Thrf Managers
Association:
www.pnwstma,org.

Southern California
Chapter:
www.socalstma.com.

South Carolina Chapter
of STMA: "",,''''.scstma.org.

Texas Sports Thrf
Managers Association:
866/897-8621.

'Iennessee Valley Sports
Thrf Managers
Association (TVSTMA):
WV>w.tv!tma.org.

Vtrginia Sports Thrf
Managers Association:
http://www.vstma.org.vt.edu!.

Wisconsin Sports Thrf
Managers AssociatiODl
www.wstma.org;.

FORMING CHAPTERS:
Nevada STMA Chapter:
702/433-3113.

Partacwbeam Clay~, a supplier to every
Major League Baseball Team and over 15fl
Minor League Teams, more than 700 college,
and thousands of towns and schools from
all 50 states and worldwide, makes special
mixes for infields, pitcher's mounds. home
plate areas, red w~rnjng tracks, infield con-
ditioners, drying agents, plus over 200 other
infield products, including regional infield
mixes blended for every state and climate
from bulk plants nationwide!

PARTAC· IBEAM CLAY·
800-247-BEAM (2326)

WWW.BEAMCLAY.COM

tnen rent our list 01 taroeteo, qualified readers
for your next direct mail promotion,

Call today for more lntormahon regardi~g our
product lines and extensive database marketing
programs.

Cheryl Naughton
cnaughton@m2media360.com
770/995-4964 Fax: 770/995-4983

http://www.azstma.com.
http://www.cstma.org.
http://www.gatewaystma.org.
http://www.slmalabasin.com.
http://www.im!tma.org.
http://www.iowaturfgtass.org.
http://www.KAFMO.org.
http://www.kystma.org.
http://www.mstl1Ja,org.
http://www.mokanstma.com.
http://www.nestma.org,
http://www.strnony.org.
http://www.$fmanj.org,
http://www.ostma.org.
http://www.pnwstma,org.
http://www.socalstma.com.
http://www.vstma.org.vt.edu!.
http://www.wstma.org;.
mailto:cnaughton@m2media360.com


Performance. Durability. Quality.
The Shindaiwa T251Qtrimmer is designed

and built with professionals in mind.

• Tile nSlo is 24.5 CC, 1.1 hp (0,8 kV'I).
• feature' our patented C 4 Technologf' high torque
4-stroke engine.

• Uses 50: I mix. No dip suck!
• Quality 2-ring piston & chrome plated cylinder
for maximum durability.

• All position cartoretor wnh primer
• Better fuel eco ....omy vs, equivalent l-woke.
• 2-ye;:", conSlJmer wan"ant::-: I-yedr
commercial walTanly.

• Limited lifetrme warranty for solid drive shaft and
major ignition components

To find a dealer nearest you, call8~D.HI.77l3
Or vi,it www.shindaiwa.wm

rill in , 4."" "",oe' ,.rvkeform or visit ""IYJ1on.".h";"""",mIU972-143 Fill In , •• on 'e,der servicoform or visit "1I",II"n.",n"';m~'Qml'l972·'49

MARKETPLACE II
LINE§UP

•
Made of lightweight aluminum & FOLDABLE.

Self-aligning, 5 yard units.

4x6 in size, made of 1/8" aluminum
Offsets built-in for quick alignment

Three font types available

The Only Painting System
You'll Ever Need.

888-780-4441

Diversified Sports Specialties
www.DSSworks.com

Fill in 147 on re,derservi,.furm 0' visit hnp,II"".r>.hotlm'.<omf139n·147

fill in 1S0on ,.. d., s.rvi"" [0'0'1orvis" http-Jlon .... notim<.'omI1l972·'50

http://www.shindaiwa.wm
http://www.DSSworks.com


IIMARKETPLACE

Peat~Inc.
,Qlt' • ~ ho.~ • kO"<tiC\.\lh..~e

A Minnesota-based peat company
servicing worldwide.

Peat. Inc.' Elk River, MN 55330 U.S,A.
www.peatinc.com·763.441.8387or1.800.441.1880

TOLL FREE 888-749-2880· PH 334·149-2880
P O. Box lID, Iusseta, Al 36852

~ales@rareredro(k.(Om. www.fuller5.net

Fillin 152 OIl",de, "''''ice form or l'isil hnp;lI.",.,.,.hotim~'omJll972.1 52

"II;" '" on ",oder .. ","" k><mor .i~,http;/!<>ne",hotim.,<Om113972.'S5

LltiliUP
•

Made of lightweight aluminum & FOLDABLE.
Self-aligning, 5 yard units.

4x6 in size, made of USNaluminum
Offsets built-in for quick alignment

Three font types available

The Only Painting System
You'll Ever Need.

888-780-4441

Diversified Sports Specialties
www.DSSworks.com

Fillin 153 OIl""dO' .. ,..,1,. form or visit Illlp:llon.".h"im~<omI13972-1S1

Home Field
Advantage.

" SubAir.

fill in 156 on ,eaoe, ""~ '" [O,m or ,; ,I, hn!"'I..,., .. hotl m'.<omI13972· 156

http://www.fuller5.net
http://www.DSSworks.com


MARKETPLACE.
GRACO FIELDLAZER / PAINT SALE!

SAVE $1,045.00 ON OUR PAINT & MACHINE PACKAGE

WITH THE PURCHASE OF :
16 PAILS OF OUR 77-.30 OR 88-30 BRILLIANT WHITE PAINT

.. $300.00 GRACO BUCKS REBATE

.. 16 PAILS OF PAINT

.. FIELDLAZER COST OF $1795.00

.. FREE FREIGHT FOR ALL

PACKAGE PRICE
GRACO FIELDLAZER & PAINT

.17-30KIT #88-30KIT

$2,514.20 o:~~~t$2,674.20
THESE PAINTS ARE HIGH ENERGY FORMULATED FOR:

GREAT A"TOMIZATION ...$HARPER LINES ..l'!!ASVMIX ...
LESS SETTLING. •.LONGER SHELF LIFE ...HIGH 30LI08

AEROSOL FIELD PAINT
• Brlahtest While
• 12 Brilliant Colors
• Low VOC's
• Fib most machines ~I FJ
$44.95/~ i·'. I
FREESHIPPING
c:;:':;,~~~~~~::'c"'l:........Jii_ FREE UNE ARt.. LET US DESIGN YOUR FIELD

,~,800-42&-0774-
'9-~~Y,.MISSOURI TURF PAINT

THATCH MASTER
TM-nO

lIIe Dext wave iD overseediDU is here!
rh~ p~tent-pending IriWavem 60 over seeder is pertect fo'
rejuvenating heavily-used sports fields - "Ilewing ongein~
ovsrseeding with minimal disruption tD play. Here's how:

• Three independent tlDating heads seed both lew
and hi~h spots.

• Wav,Blade'· technology optimi'es slit width fur improved
seee-te-sen contact with minimal turt disruption

• Special seed delivsry Sjstem puts •
seed directly into slit, increasing '.
gemlnatjcn with reduced waste,

• Intinite depth adiuitma~t allows
treis-tree in-field adjustments,

• 1-112' blade spacing increases g8rmi~atlon with
fewer passel,

Experience the TriWave unereece.
Call Iurfcn aI800·679-8201tDday!

bk' .,,,1,,,",;,,, • lO55101<'....... 'F.' "'"""""'>, '" ""'·"'0 U.I,A,
"'1"'1 '''·lOCO· F" 17;11155·0;;0 •w.·.,"",~oo~

Turf Specialties, Inc.
Call for price, demo or CD

800-201-1031
Fill in 1600n ""'der se",icerorm orvisit http;lIO"."'.I>Ol; .... "'mrll972-160 Fill in 161OIl""d.r ,.",i"" r,,,m 01,;,it hnp;lIo" .... h.. ;..... '~mIU972-161Fill in , "'on r.. dor "''''icoform oc,;,it nltp-Jlo".",hOl; .... "'mIU972-144



• ONLINE EDUCATION

Natures Wonder APEX-10 is an organic Peat
Humic Substance made from highly humified
North American Peat. APEX-lO organic
properties are over 88,5% volatile and 100%
of the humic acid is plant available. These
Biostimulating qualities of APEX-10 have been
proven in university studies and in the field to
deliver the highest results with the lowest
application rate.

WITH THESE BEING JUST A FEW OF THE PROVEN
RESULTS USING APEX-la, THE REAL QUESTION IS,,,

Why Not APEX·' 01
1.856.222.4675

www.natureswonder.com
900 BIRCKFIELD DRIVE I MOUNT lAUREL N.J. 08054

FROM THE EARTH FOR THE EARTH I OMRr! R€viewed byOMRI andRegistered for
l!!itME Organit Crop Production by USDAStandards.

'HIin 161on ""do< .. ",k. f«m or >i,i' http;lone<>.ootim"o;om!'3071-'6'

• Pro'en EffectiYe
• Ready-To-lIse

WORlIl L1UIl,M 101>1.. , Cotl .. O( ntHNO'OOY
__ Wll37MU.s..o.. I_ %'11...

AnWIe_ fI- III.........

~II ;n 163 on ,e,der .. .-vI""fo"" orv;>;! htlp:ll ........ n01Jm'~omI13972.163

http://www.natureswonder.com


Green
Mediator
Connnecting You to Advertisers.
and Their Products and Services

Advertisers' IndexlReader
Service Inlonnation
Three fast and easy ways to get
additional information on products
and services in this issue:

1. Visit the Web address next to the advertiser's
name for the ad in this issue.

2. Go to sportsturf.hotims.com to search for
products by category or company name. Plus,
link directly to advertisers' Web sites, or
request information via e-mail or by fax.

3. Complete the reader service information below.
Write in the reader service number from the
product or circle advertiser from the index, copy,
and fax to (416) 620-9790 or mail 10 SportsTurf,
PO Box 5167, Buffalo, NY 14205-5167.

Please write the reader service number for
FREE product infonnation in the boxes above
If this is not your copy of ST, please go to
www.submag.com/subltfto sign up for a FREE
one rear subscription of your own.

5 rtsTurf ADVERTISERS' INDEX
Advertiser
Aerway!Halland Equipment
Airfield Systems
Bannerman
Barenbrug LISA
Beacon Atl1letios
Bell Labs
BLECUSA
Colb.ond.lno,
Eovermaster
Covertech
Oelta BlueGrass
Diversified Sports S ~eciallies
Diversified Sports S pacialties
Eve,green Turf
Ewing Irrigation
First Products
Fuller Five Landscape Supply
Graden USA
Green Industry Education
GreensGroomer
Hydraway Draineqe
Jaoobsen
JOR Enterprises
John Oaere
KRain
Kitco lrriqetion
Krylon Products Group
Laser Leveling
Lebanon Turf
MASA
Missouri Turf Paint
Nature's Wonder
Newstripe
Partee Peat'Beam Clay
Peat.Jnc.
Pennington Seed
Pennington Seed
Penn State Outreach
Pioneor Athlelics
Redexim Cilarterhouse
RTFTurf Producers Association
Shindaiwa
SISIS
Sports Turf Manager> Association
Stabililer Solutions
SubAir Systems
The Toro Company
Tifsport
Turf Diagnostics & Oesign
Turf Specialties
TurfCDManufacturing
TYCROP
Underhillinternation<ll
veneore Technologies
Wiedsnmann NA
Whitlem Point
World Class Athlatic Surfaces

Web Address
hnp~!wwwonershotims.com/139JZ·141
http://www.oners.hotims.com/139JZ-132
http://www.oners.hotims.CQmjI39JZ-118
http://www.oners.hotims.com/139JZ-121
hnp:f/wwwoners.hatims.com/13~72· 128
http://www,oners.hotims.~om/13972·163
hnp:!/www,oners.hQlims.cQm/13972·143
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-134
http://www.oners.hQtims.cQm/l3~72· 124
hllp:l/www.oners.hotims.com/13972-151
hnp:llwwwoners.I1Qtims,~om/13972· 112
hllp:I/www.oners.hotims.com!13972-147
hllp:!/Wwwoners.hQtims,oem/13972· 153
hnp:l/www.oners.hotims.com/13972-137
http://Www.anershotimsOQm/13972·114
hllp:l/www.oners.hotims.com/13972-123
http://www.aners.hotims.com/13972·152
hnp:I/www.oners.hotims.com/13972-150
http:{/Www.aners,hotims,carn/13972-164
hnp:I/www.oners.hotims.com/13972-117
http//www.Dnershotims.com/13872·135
http://www.onars.hotims.com/13872·166
httpJ/Www.oners,hatlms,carn/13972·130
hnp://www.oners.hotims.com/13972·113
httpJ!www.oners.holims.com/13972-111
httpIlwww.oners.hotims.com/13972·136
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-127
http://www,oners,hatims,cam!13972-169
http://www.oners.hotims.com!13972-119
httpJ/www.onels.hotims.com!13972-146
hnp:f/www.oners.hotims.cam!13972-151
http://www.oners.hotims.com/139JZ-162
hnp:ffwww,onerS.hotim6.carn/13972·140
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13912·167
hnp:ffWWW.onershDtims.com/139JZ·154
I1ttp:f/www.oners.hotims.com/139JZ-116
hnp://www.oners.hDtims.com/139JZ·139
http://www,onars,hotims.GomI13972-129
hnp:l!wwwoner6.hotims.cam!13972· 133
hnpJ!www.oners.hotims.comI13.172·131
hnp:{/www.oners.halims.com!13972-149
hnp:f/www.one ... hotims.com/13972·145
http;!/www,oncrs.holims.Gom/139JZ-I38
http://wwwoners.l1otims.com/13972-122
hnp:1/Www,oners.hotims,comIl3972-148
hnp:l!wwwonB".l1otims,cam/13972·156
hnp:l/Www,oners.hotims.cam/13972-110
htIp!/Wwwoners.holims,com/l3972· 12(J
hnp://www.oners.hotims.com!13912·158
htlp://www.aners.hotims.com/13972-144
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-160
htIp://Www.oners,hotims,cam/13972-126
htlp://Www.aners.hotims.carn/13972-155
http!/Www.Qners,hotims.carn/13912·165
hnp://www.oners.hotims.carn/13912·142
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-161
hnp://www.Qners,hatims,cam!13972·125
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Please complete this form in its entirety to receive your product information.
What is your company's primary business? (ched<lXU1YONEJ
F [JSpcwIsC<lmple, GO AlhlelicFieldam/or Park ArcnitecvOesigt>er
TO School, CoI~ or University PO Park H 0 Oliler {please opecify) ~

2 Which of the following best describes your title1 {ch8ckONLYOfVEJ
A 0 EXEClJTlVEIADMlNISTRATOR_ President, Owner, Partne,. Director,General

Manager, Chairm.,n of !he Soard. Porcha9ing Agent, AthleticDirector
El 0 MANAGER/SUPERINTENDENT_ Superintendent. L.ands<-ape/GroundMaintenance

Manager, Foreman,Supervisor
C 0 GOVERNMENTOFFlClAL_ Government Commissioner, Agent, Other Government

O""'ial
D 0 SPECIALIST - Architect, O""igner, Cansultant, Agronomiot, Harticu~"rist. Cert<fied

Spec;"li"t
F 0 COACH E 0 Other {pleasespecifyl _

3 Do you have the authority to buy, specify or mcommend products
and/or services for your business or organization7
YOYes NOND

4 Yearly operating expanditures ("'eluding salarloo)
FOOver$1 million CO$5Q,OOI $100,000
E:l $500.001 . $1 million B 0 $25,001 • $50.000
00 $100,001 - S5OO,OOO AD $~5,OOOand "nde'

5 Please also send a froo subscription to t .... following people et the
same location

Name Trtle,-============Name Trtle_
Email: (required)

A"~"Sl 2007 - Expires FebruaJ)' 2003· RS0801

o Yes. Please start/continue my
subscriptiontoSponsJbd
o No, thank you
Signature: (required) Date:

Name: ~IeaseplinQ

Title:

Company:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone: Fax:

http://www.submag.com/subltfto
http://www.oners.hotims.com/139JZ-132
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http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-161


BY DR. DAVID
MINNER

Professor, Iowa State
University

Questions?
Send them to
David Minner at

Iowa State University.
106 Horticulture Hall,
Ames, IA50011

or email dminner@
iastate.edu.

Or, send your
question to
Grady Miller at

North Carolina State
University, Box 7620,
Raleigh, NC27695-
7620, or email

grady_miller@ncsu.edu.
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Clump, clump, clump

M
)fescue soccerlfoolballfield is clumping and
no one is pleased with Ihe playing surface.
Our administrators are considering my sug-
gestions for improving the field but they are
requesting outside consultation 10 dwe!op a

renovation plan. Reconstruction is not possible so J have been
talking to them about wring, lopdressing, and seeding concepts
that J have learned through STMA.

fVe have a dark loamy clay soil over a hardpan and drainage
is very slow. Can you give specifU renooauon recommendations 10

reducesurface clumping? Thefield receiveslu{!,htraffic and doubles
for youth football and soccer. fVe have used holh a 5-way blend of
turf type tall ftscue (finer, denser, dark.ergreen, more traffic toler-
ant, but less heat tolerant) and also K-37 tall [escue (Wider blad-
ed, lighter green, and faster growing). fVe have irrigation so heat
stress is less of a concern exceptfOr extreme years.

J have suggested to administration that our normal seeding
rate of 7 lbsflOOOsqjt. ma) need to he increased based on newer
evidence, but they want morejustificalion. fVe have a sand plant
30 miles jrom the field. We would like to do the renovation now
(June) to accommodate flagfootball in September. Specificaliy, we
want information on sand sizt, timing oj the renovation, and
seeding rates and methods.

Richard English
Beloit, KS

Rich, Here are some specific suggestions for your field
renovation project:

TUning. Avoid starting your renovation in mid-summer
since this is a difficult time to establish tall fescue in Kansas;
anticipate too much heat, disease, and weeds to guarantee
successful establishment. On the other hand many high
school field managers may be forced to seed in mid-summer
when there is only a 2.5-month period starting in June when
the fteld will be idle and renovation is possible.

Tn your situation I would seed in late August or early
September and move flag football to another location. if
flag football can't be moved then consider shifting the Hag
football field set up so that there is minimal traffic on the
worn and dumpy areas that you are regrassrng. The
whole renovation will take about 1-3 days of work that
could be spread over a 1-2 week period depending on
weather. Plan to scalp mow and aerify during the last
week of August followed by topdressing and seeding dur-
ing the first week of September.
Where the field is clumpy mow as short as possible and

remove all of the clippings. Getting it scalped down helps
smooth the field when you topdress and drag. If the grass
is too tall then you won't have enough loose soil and sand

to drag around the surface. I like to use a three-prong
approach when your goal is to maximize turf cover in a
shortest period of time.
After scalping drill seed in a minimum of 2 to 4 dtrec-

dons, broadcast seed and drag into aenfler holes, and
broadcast and cover seed with topdressing. Seedlings will
only establish into areas where there is exposed soil; seed-
ing into areas with 100% turf cover does not improve turf
density and is a waste of seed. Unfortunately, in a situation
with 50% turf cover you will need to seed 100% of the area
just to get the proper amount of seed into the bare areas. If
funds are limited concentrate your resources such as seed
and sand into the high traffic areas only.

Seed. Even though K-3I is a course pasrure type tall
fescue I have seen it provide a suitable, but unattractive,
surface for both football and soccer. The turf-type tall fes-
cues are a much better choice for appearance and playa-
bility compared to K-31. In fact, the K-::n may be causing
some of the clumps within the finer textured improved tall
fescue varieties.
To further reduce clumping consider using the newer

rhizome producing taIl fescues such as Defiance ('Grande'
or 'Grande II') and RTF ('Labarinth'). These first genera-
tion rhizome producers for tall fescue are a step in the right
direction, but don't expect them Lobe completely resistant
to field clumping. Plan on annual over seeding in high traf-
fic areas of the field.
Our traffic and seeding trials show that a heavy single

seeding of tall fescue near I September is better than
spreading the same amount of seed out over the entire
autumn growing season. Seeding rates up to 35 lbs/lOOO
sq.ft. improved turf cover during autumn traffic and fol-
lowing spring recovery. If you don't anticipate any traffic
during the fall 20 lbs/lOOO sq.ft. may be your upper limit
for a one time seeding in early September.

Thpdressing sand. Here is a general specification for
topdressing sand that should be incorporated into the top
three inches of the field by routine aerification. Ideally you
want a sand composed mostly of coarse and very coarse
sand because you are trying to create macropores for bet-
ter water movement. Avoid sands high in line or very fine
sand. Your minimum topdressing target should be a 75%
sand content by weight in the top three inches over a 3-year
period. Existing soils that have tv....ice as much silt as clay
IlJay be impossible to improve. (See hrtp.r/www.hort.ias-
tate .edu/turfgrassl extension! EGaerifytab. pdf .)
Tall fescue is gaining popularity as a good choice for

many athletic field situations because of its relatively low
seed cost, good traffic tolerance, and potential for recovery
from newer varieties with some rhizomatous growth. •
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