STMA in Action

STMA Field of the Year Program:
Take Pride in Your Profession

ow is the perfect time to prepare your

STMA Field of the Year Application.

The deadline for materials to be

received at STMA headquarters is

October 15, 2007 STMA's prestigious Field of
the Year program is in its 16th year and is getting
stronger every year. With record numbers of
applicants the past two years, competition is stiff!
But with hard work and diligence, each and
every STMA member has a field that could
become Field of the Year. STMA presents
awards in baseball, softball, football, and soccer
categories at High School/Parks and Rec,
College and University, and Professional levels.
Each Field of the Year Award winner is pre-
sented with a special plaque at the STMA
Awards Banquet, held each year at the STMA
Conference and Exhibition. This year, the
Awards Banquet will be the evening of Iriday,

Jan. 18, in Phoenix. In addition to the plaque,

each STMA Field of the Year winner will
receive free conference registration, up to
$500 towards lodging at the conference,
STMA signature apparel, and a feature article
in the official publication of STMA, SportsTurf
magazine. These awards are generously sup-
ported by STMA's official awards sponsors
Carolina Green Corp., CoverMaster, Hunter
Industries, Scotts TurfSeed, Turface, and
World Class Athletic Surfaces.

Take pride in your profession and submit
your application for STMA Field of the Year
and get recognition for your field and respect
from your peers. For more information or to
download an application, please log on to
www.STMA.org or call (800) 323-3875.
Remember the deadline for materials to be
received is October 15, 2007. W

Penn State's award-winning Jeffrey Field,
with Beaver Stadium and famed
Mount Nittany in the background

I

Answer:
| from page 14

he irregular brown arrow shaped
area on field was caused by run-
ning over a firework with a mower. The
firework was not a little one that you
buy at the store, but one of the big
booms that are in the sky after a typical
minor league game. According to the
sports turf manager, the fireworks guy
scouts the area for any extra, unex-
ploded shells but apparently he missed
one. The mower operator was mowing
the multi-use park field behind the sta-
dium when he hit a 3-inch shell (or
“salute” as the fireworks guy called it)
and it exploded, leaving this nice arrow
shaped pattern in the grass.
The sports turf manager thinks the

If you would like to submit a photograph for John Mascaro’s Photo Quiz please send it to Turf-Tec International, John Mascaro, 1471
Capital Circle NW, Suite # 13, Tallahassee, FL 32303 or email to john@turf-tec.com. If your photograph is selected, you will receive full
\ credit. All photos submitted become property of SportsTurf Magazine.

John Mascaro’s Photo Quiz

“stem” of the arrow shape comes from
the discharge chute on the zero turn
rotary mower with a 60-inch deck. The
mower was not damaged but the opera-
tor received a concussion and was put
on the disabled list for 15 days. All
things considered, it could have been
worse. The mower operators also usual-
ly do a thorough check before they start
mowing this particular area. I bet these
guys on this crew do not need coffee in
the morning to keep on their toes. B

Photo submitted by TJ Brewer, Head
Groundskeeper for the Burlington Bees in
Burlington, IA, the Class A minor league
affiliate of the Kansas City Royals.

J

www.sportsturfmanager.org
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STMA Chapter News

Capture your history now

apture Your Chapter History
NOW is one of STMA Chapters’
Best Management Practices. As the
STMA affiliated chapter network
grows, chapters are sharing ideas with each
other on what is working for them in member-
ship, sponsorship, administration — virtually
any activity with which chapters are involved.
The Gateway Chapter has a unique idea
that goes beyond preserving its history to making
certain it capfures history as it happens. Of
course, the 8-year old chapter is safeguarding
all of its historical documents to-date, i.e. origi-

nal bylaws, meeting minutes, newsletters, etc.,
but it is adding an element to that stockpile.
The chapter is having each President detail in
writing the key events, happenings, and mile-
stones during his/her presidency. This “snap-
shot” of each President’s term will become an
important historical reference for the chapter.

Since the Gateway Chapter is still relatively

young, it is having each of its previous presi-
dents “catch them up” so there is a complete
record of Presidents’ perspectives.

Consider implementing this process and add

a new dimension to your chapter’s history. W

Chapter Sponsors

Huontfer

The Irrigation Innovators

JOHN DEERE

Alpine Services, Inc.

Premium Athletic Fields .

syngenta [

stabilizer

. Far All Sports SOLUTIONS

W VIARKETPLACE

STMA Affiliated Chapters Contact Information

Sports Turf Managers Iowa Sports Turf Sports Field Managers
Association of Arizona: Managers Association: Association of New
www.azstma.com. www.iowaturfgrass.org. Jersey: www.sfmanj.org.
Chesapeake Chapter Keystone Athletic Field Ohio Sports Turf
STMA (formerly Mid- Managers Org. Managers Association
Atlantic Athletic Field (KAFMO/STMA): (OSTMA): www.ostma.org.
Managers ization -  www.KAFMO.org. Pacific Northwest
MAFMO Chapter STMA): g entucky Sports Turf Sports Turf Managers

: O Managers Association: Association:

Colorado Sports"lk_u'f www.kystma.org. WWw.pnwstma.org.
ey (ﬁ;’“mm Michigan Sports Turf Southern California

: P Association Chapter:

Florida #1 Chapter: (MASTMA):www.mistma.org.  www.socalstma.com.
954/782-2748 Minnesota Chaoter South Carolina Chapter
Gateway Chapter Sports STMA: www.mstma.org. of STMA: www.scstma.org.
Amlmmf. Y MO-KAN Sports Turf Texas Sports Turf

onn: s e T
e it o Managers Association: Association:

! i www.mokanstma.com. 866/897-8621.
bl e o) New England STMA Tennessee Valley Sports
706/549.7850, 5 (NESTMA): www.nestma.org.  Turf rs

et Association (TVSTMA):
The Greater L.A. Basin Nebraska ST www.tvstma.org.

Chapter of the Sports Managers Association:

Tarf 402/441-4425. Virginia Sports Turf

Managery & Association:

Association: North Florida STMA Bt/ : AL

www.stmalabasin.com. Chapter: 850/580-4026. e i
b p . Wisconsin Sports Turf

Hlinois Chapter STMA: Northern California S

847/263-7603, STMA: 916/366-8350. mﬁ;‘?mm“‘

Intermountain Chapter Ozarks STMA:

of the Sports Turf 417/862-6974. FORMING CHAPTERS:

Managers Association: Sports Turf M of Nevada STMA Chapter:

www.imstma.org.
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New York: www.stmony.org.

702/433-3113.

BEAM CLAY"
INFIELDS!

Partac®/Beam Clay®, a supplier to every
Major League Baseball Team and over 150
Minor League Teams, more than 700 colleges
and thousands of towns and schools from
all 50 states and worldwide, makes special
mixes for infields, pitcher’s mounds, home
plate areas, red warning tracks, infield con-
ditioners, drying agents, plus over 200 other
infield products, including regional infield
mixes blended for every state and climate
from bulk plants nationwide!

PARTAC® /BEAM CLAY®

800-247-BEAM (2326)
WWW.BEAMCLAY.COM

Fill in 167 on reader service form or visit http://oners.hotims.com/13972-167

MZ2MEDIA

LIST RENTAL =&

Then rent our list of targeted, qualified readers
for your next direct mail promotion.

Call today for more information regarding our
product lines and extensive database marketing
programs.

Cheryl Naughton

cnaughton@m2media360.com
770/995-4964 Fax: 770/995-4983
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Performance. Durability. Quality.
The Shindaiwa T2510 trimmer is designed
and built with professmnais in mind.

To find a dealer nearest you, call 800.521.7733
Or visit www.shindaiwa.com

First to Start. Last to Quit.

11975 SW Herman Road + Tualatin, Oregon 97062

Fill in 145 on reader service form or visit http:/foners.hotims.com/13972-145
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The Evolution of Clay

Photo courtesy ¢ of Anahgim

Polymer Coated
Ready to Pack Out of the Bag

Performs in any Condition, Rain or Shine

Advancing the Evolution of Soil
www.StabilizerSolutions.com
800.336.2468 B02.2255300
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It’s simple to

have a field that

looks this good.
Self-repairing RTF Sod:
Simply perfection!

» Self-repairing to fill bare spots
» Strong, deep root system

» Drought tolerant

» Excellent color and density

Fill in 189 an sit httpa/foners.hotims.com/13972-149

MARKETPLACE

Made of lightweight aluminum & FOLDABLE.
Self-aligning, 5 yard units.

4x6 in size, made of 1/8” aluminum
Offsets built-in for quick alignment
Three font types available
The Only Painting System
You’ll Ever Need.

888-780-4441

PSS

Diversified Sports Specialties
www.DSSworks.com

Fill in 147 on reader service form or visit hitp:/foners.hotims.com/13972-147

GBS 1200 VERTICUTTER

belt driven both sides

richmond, va 23294
04 249 9950

fx: 804 249 9951

48" cutting width  em: mic

offset mounting

hael@gradenusa.com

CALL FOR YOUR FREE

www.gradenusa.com

DEMO!

Fill in 150 on re. http:/joners.hotims.com/13972-150
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MARKETPLACE

Supreme-Green”
Turf Growth Cover

es seed loss
* Promotes earlier
root establishment
¢ Accelerates Germination :
* Reduces frost and C'overed
ice-damage o
* Porous to allow water
and air circulation
* Mildew and rot resistent
* Quick turf repairs

Fillin 1571 on reader service form sit. hittp:/foners. hotims.com/13972-151

Peat )»Inc.

golf o sports turk » hovticulture

Ovgomics You Cam Trust

A Minnesota-based peat company
servicing worldwide.

Peat, Inc. * Elk River, MN 55330 U.S.A.
www.peatinc.com * 763.441.8387 or 1.800.441.1880

Red Infield Fines
Red Infield Conditioner
Red Diamond Absorb
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TOLL FREE 888-749-2880 - PH 334-749-2880
P. 0. Box 150, Cusseta, AL 36852
sales@rareredrock.com - www.fuller5.net

Fill in 152 on reader service form or visit httpe//oners.hotims.com/13972-152

LINE=UP

Made of lightweight aluminum & FOLDABLE.
Self-aligning, 5 yard units.

Alumanumber

4x6 in size, made of 1/8” aluminum
Offsets built-in for quick alignment
Three font types available

The Only Painting System
You'll Ever Need.

888-780-4441

Diversified Sports Specialties
www.DSSworks.com

Fill in 153 on reader service form or visit http:/foners.hotims.com/13972-153

Fill in 154 on reader service form or visit httpe//oners.hotims.com/13972-154

Hoze nozzles so good...
Spray patterns:soirema
they re’paten

npﬂmlmm-ﬂ' dapte

F’reC|$|0n Hose End Nuzzles
HIGH-FLOW NOZZLES MEDIUM-FLOW NOZZLES

356PM in 100 fi. of 1" hose 15 GPM in 100 ft. of 3/4” hose
CYCLONE"™ - RAINMAKER™
Syringe and Water . Syringe and Spot Water
= Uniform precipitation entire throw i * Mass of uniform droplets

= Vertical water curtain

CLOUDBURST 4
Dry Spot Specialist
= Mass of uniform droplets
= Fan shaped spray

= Fan shaped spray

.J Basehall Skms' Ereens
and General Landscape
= Fine droplets

The mcredlble MAGNUM‘”

Variable spray workhorse with
SOLID METAL internal that

won't break,
Q 2 %

won't stick O /,
Un&rhlll

866-863-3744 m.unuarﬁu -

Fillin 155 on reader service form or visit httpi//oners.hotims.com/13972-155

Home Field
Advantage.

SubAir

Moisture Removal & Aeration
Control & Monitoring
Permanent & Portable

www.subairsystems.com
866.641.6663

Fill in 156 on reader service form or visit http://oners.hotims.com/13972-156


http://www.fuller5.net
http://www.DSSworks.com

SAVE $1,045.00 on our PAINT & MACHINE PACKAGE

WITH THE PURCHASE OF :
16 PAILS OF OUR 77-30 OR 88-30 BRILLIANT WHITE PAINT
* $300.00 GRACO BUCKS REBATE
* 16 PAILS OF PAINT

* FIELDLAZER COST OF $1795.00
* FREE FREIGHT FOR ALL

PACKAGE PRICE

GRACO FIELDLAZER & PAINT " 0
 #7T-30KIT #B8-30KIT ;

=3 51420 ooy ¢ 67450 Gy

THESE PAINTS ARE HIGH ENERGY FORMULATED FOR:

GREAT ATOMIZATION.. . SHARPER LINES. _EASY MIX..
LESS SETTLING...LONGER SHELF LIFE...HIGH SDLIDS

AEROSOL FIELD PAINT

* Brightest White 3

= 12 Brilliant Colors
e Low VOC's

« Fits most machines

FREE SHIPPING |
COLORS $48.95 /CASE [
Call for QUANTITY PRICES &_

o 80426-0774
MISSOURI TURF PAINT

Fill in 157 on reader service form or visit http://foners.hotims.com/13972-157

THATCH MASTER
TM-720

60 OVERSEEDER

The next wave in overseeding is here!
The patent-pending TriWave™ 60 overseeder is perfect for
rejuvenating heavily-used sports fields — allowing ongoing
overseeding with minimal disruption to play. Here's how:

= Three independent floating heads seed bath low
and high spots.

= WaveBlade™ technology optimizes slit width for improved

'Heavy Dllty-— » Special seed delivery system puts

seed-to-soil contact with minimal turf disruption.
| seed directly into slit, increasing
"‘LO'W Mailltenallce- | germination with reduced waste.

= |nfinite depth adjustment allows
tools-free in-field adjustments.

® 1-1/2" blade spacing increases germination with
fewer passes.

Experience the TriWave difference.

Turf Specialties, Inc.

Call for price, demo or CD

800-201-1031

Fillin 144 on reader service form or visit httpe//oners. hotims.com/13972-144

Fill in 160 an reader service form or visit https//oners.hotims.com/13972-160

TESTING

Fleld hardness testing from /
the: name that’s been
synonymous with- sports turf

&Deszgn '

Contact Sam or Duane for all
of your artificial and natural
turf testing needs.

phone:»813-723-3700
fax 913 723-3701

Major League Look
on a Minor League
Budget...

Try our New
“EXTREME” WHITE PAINT

Contact Whitlam for all your
sports field marking needs..

Stencils ¢ Siripers ¢ Aerosols
Windscreens » Tarps
Benches ¢ Goals * Nets

g EIWHITLAM
BT 0000 e e

whitlampaint.com

Fillin 161 on reader service form or visit https/foners. hotims.com/13972-161




ONLINE EDUCATION

WHY APEX 10?

Natures Wonder APEX-10 is an organic Peat
Humic Substance made from highly humified §
North  American Peat. APEX-10 organic |
properties are over 88.5% volatile and 100%
of the humic acid is plant available. These
Biostimulating qualities of APEX-10 have been |
proven in university studies and in the field to |
deliver the highest results with the lowest }
application rate.

WITH THESE BEING JUST A FEW OF THE PROVEN
RESULTS USING APEX-10, THE REAL QUESTION IS....

Why Not APEX-10?

1.856.222.4675

www.natureswonder.com
900 BIRCHFIELD DRIVE | MOUNT LAUREL N.J. 08054

FROM THE EARTH FOR THE EARTH

R B N R N B

?e.w.\rm.Ww.swfa'mwMy«»\v&r&mwmm&wfm«zmm.m o

Fill in 162 on reader service form or visit hitpz//oners.hotims.com/13972-162
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ortshurd

MANAGERS ASSOCIATION

Online Training

STMA Members - $30 each
Non-members - $50 each

o

Session OC01 - Schools K-12 -_,-g»%f""&& Workshop OC04 - Building Athletic Fields
Speaker 1- Floyd Perry, Grounds Manfenence Services Speaker 1 - Dr. Chuck Darah, CLC Labs

First & Only

¢ ; Speaker 2- Dr. Grady Mier, Universty of Flonda Speaker 2 - Boyd R Montbomery II, The Toro Company
o Mimics o Mole's 1 4 ’ Speaker 3 - John Mascar, Turt-Tec Intemational Speaker 3 - Mark Heinlein, The Motz Group
i &g 3 3 4. 0 n o
Natural Food Source, G 480 S Skl i Workshop OC05 - Fertiizer
Pt 3 e, H Session OCO2 - Parks & Recreation Speaker 1 - Brad Jakubowski, University of Nebraska
roventiecive TS 4 Speaker 1 -Preston Courtney, Disney Wide Worldof Sports - Specker2 - D Tom Samples, University of Tenessee
X EY <y : Speaker 2- Floyd Peny, Grounds Mantenance Senvices ; ' - :
* Ready-To-Use T — Speaker 3-Bil Beny, Gty of Rock Hil Demonstration OC06 - Outdoor Demonstrations

Speaker4 - Richard Sanger, Sarasota County Speaker 1 - Dr. Roch Gaussoin
: Speaker 2 - Floyd Perry, Grounds Maintenance Services
Workshop OCO3 - Developing AMaster Pian Speaker 3 _preﬁc_n C@ﬁne; Disney Wide Workd of Sports

Speaker 1- Francois Hebert, Consulfant

For STMA Online Training
information and reg1strat10n wsrt

R vl te oy
& fLﬂ eenindustryEducation:com

2 SportsTurf Managers Association (800) 323-3875

Fill in 164 an reader service form or visit hitp:/fonershotims.com/13972-164
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Connnecting You to Advertisers,
and Their Products and Services

Advertisers’ Index/Reader
Service Information
Three fast and easy ways to get

additional information on products
and services in this issue:

. Visit the Web address next to the advertiser's

name for the ad in this issue.

. Go to sportsturf.hotims.com to search for

products by category or company name. Plus,
link directly to advertisers’ Web sites, or
request information via e-mail or by fax.

. Complete the reader service information below.

Write in the reader service number from the
product or circle advertiser from the index, copy,
and fax to (416) 620-9790 or mail to SportsTurf,
PO Box 5167, Buffalo, NY 14205-5167.

portsfurf ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

Advertiser

Aerway/Holland Equipment
Airfield Systems
Bannerman

Barenbrug USA

Beacon Athletics

Bell Labs

BLEC USA

Colbond, Inc.

Covermaster

Covertech

Delta BlueGrass
Diversified Sports Specialties
Diversified Sports Specialties
Evergreen Turf

Ewing Irrigation

First Products

Fuller Five Landscape Supply
Graden USA

Green Industry Education
GreensGroomer

Hydraway Drainage
Jacobsen

JOR Enterprises

John Deere

KRain

Kifco Irrigation

Krylon Products Group
Laser Leveling

Lebanaon Turf

MASA

Missouri Turf Paint
Mature's Wonder
Mewstripe

Partac Peat/Beam Clay
Peat, Inc.

Pennington Seed
Pennington Seed

Penn State Dutreach
Pioneer Athletics

Redexim Charterhouse

RTF Turf Producers Association

i
I

Please write the reader service number for
FREE product information in the boxes above
If this is not your copy of ST, please go to
www.submag.com/sub/tf to sign up for a FREE

one year subscription of your own.

SISIS

Sports Turf Managers Association

Stabilizer Solutions
SubAir Systems

The Toro Company
Tifsport

Turf Diagnostics & Design
Turf Specialties

Turfeca Manufacturing
TYCROP

Underhill International
Varicore Technologies
Wiedenmann NA
Whitlam Paint

World Class Athletic Surfaces

Web Address

http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-141
http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/13972-132
http:/www.oners.hotims.com/13972-118
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-121
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http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-163
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-143
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-134
http://www.oners hotims.com/13972-124
http:/www.oners.hotims.com/13972-151
http://www.oners. hotims.com/13972-112
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-147
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-153
http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/13972-137
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-114
http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/13972-123
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-152
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-150
hittp://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-164
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-117
hitp://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-135
http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/13972- 166
http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/13972-130
http:/fwww.oners.hotims,com/13972-113
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-111
http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/13972-136
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-127
http:/fwww.oners. hotims.com/13972-169
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-119
http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/13972-146
http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/13972-157
http/fwww.oners.hotims.com/13972-162
http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/13972-140
http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/13972-167
http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/13972-154
http:/fwwww.oners.hotims.com/13972-116
http:/fwww.oners hotims.com/13972-139
http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/13972-129
http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/13972-133
http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/13972-131
http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/13972-149
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-145
http:/www.oners.hotims.com/13972-138
http:/fwww.aners.hotims.com/13972-122
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-148
http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/13972-156
http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/13972-110
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-120
http:/fwww.oners.hotims.com/13972-158
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-144
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-160
hitp://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-126
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-155
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-165
http:/fwww.aners.hotims.com/13972-142
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Fillin #
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121
128
163
143
134
124
151
112
147
153
137
14
123
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150
164
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135
166
130
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144
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165
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Page #
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Please complete this form in its entirety to receive your product information.

1 What is your company’s primary business? (check ONLY ONE)

G 1 Athletic Field and/or Park Architect/Designar

T 0 School, College of University P 1 Park H L Other (please specify) -

ibes your title? icheck ONLY ONE)

A 1 EXECUTIVE/ADMINISTRATOR — President, Owner, Partner, Director, General
Manager, Chairman of the Board, Purchasing Agent, Athletic Director

B O MANAGER/SUPERINTENDENT — Superintendent, Landscape/Ground Maintenance

F 1 Sports Complex

2 Which of the foll

ing best di

Manager, Foreman, Supervisar

J Yes, Please start/continue my
subscription to SportsTurf

Q No, thank you.

C 0O GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL — Government Commissioner, Agent, Other Government Si gnature: [requund:l Date:
Officil ;
D O SPECIALIST — Architect, Designer, Consultant, Agronomist, Horticuturist, Certified Name: (please print)
Specialist
. Title:
F U COACH E QO Other (please specify)
3 Do you have the authority to buy, specify or recommend products Com pany:
and/or services for your business or organization?
YOYes NUNe Address:
4 Yearly operating expenditures (axcluding salaries) ¥ ; B
F O Over $1 million C 0 $50,001 - $100,000 City: State: Zip:
E 2 $500,001 - $1 million B O $25,001 - $50,000 .
D U $100,001 - $500,000 AD $25,000 and under Phone: Fax:

5 Please alsn_ send a free subscription to the following people at the

same location
Name Title:

Email: (required)

MName Title

August 2007 - Expires February 2008 - RS0807


http://www.submag.com/subltfto
http://www.oners.hotims.com/139JZ-132
http://www.oners.hotims.com/139JZ-121
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-134
http://hllp:l/www.oners.hotims.com/13972-151
http://hllp:I/www.oners.hotims.com!13972-147
http://hnp:l/www.oners.hotims.com/13972-137
http://hllp:l/www.oners.hotims.com/13972-123
http://hnp:I/www.oners.hotims.com/13972-150
http://hnp:I/www.oners.hotims.com/13972-117
http://httpJ!www.oners.holims.com/13972-111
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-127
http://www.oners.hotims.com!13972-119
http://httpJ/www.onels.hotims.com!13972-146
http://hnp:f/www.oners.hotims.cam!13972-151
http://www.oners.hotims.com/139JZ-162
http://I1ttp:f/www.oners.hotims.com/139JZ-116
http://wwwoners.l1otims.com/13972-122
http://hnp:l/Www,oners.hotims.cam/13972-110
http://htlp://www.aners.hotims.com/13972-144
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-160
http://htlp://Www.aners.hotims.carn/13972-155
http://www.oners.hotims.com/13972-161

0&A

BY DR. DAVID
MINNER

Professor, lowa State
University

Questions?
Send them to
David Minner at
lowa State University,
106 Horticulture Hall,
Ames, A 50011
or email dminner@
iastate.edu.

Or, send your
question to
Grady Miller at
North Carolina State
University, Box 7620,
Raleigh, NC 27695-
7620, or email
grady_miller@ncsu.edu.
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Clump, clump, clump

y fescue soccer/football field is clumping and
no one is pleased with the playing surface.
Our administrators are considering my sug-
gestions for improving the field but they are
requesting oulside consultation to develop a
rencvation plan. Reconstruction is not possible so I have been
talking to them about coring, topdressing, and seeding concepls
that I have learned through STMA.

We have a dark loamy clay soil over a hardpan and drainage
is very slow. Can you give specific renovation recommendations to
reduce surface clumping? The field receives high traffic and doubles
[for youth football and soccer. We have used both a 5-way blend of
turf-type tall fescue (finer, denser, darker green, more traffic toler-
ant, but less heat tolerant) and also K-31 tall fescue (wider blad-
ed, lighter green, and faster growing). We have irrigation so heat
stress is less of a concern except for extreme years.

I have suggested to administration that our normal seeding
rate of 7 lbs/1000sq.fi. may need to be increased based on newer
evidence, but they want more justification. We have a sand plant
30 miles from the field. We would like to do the renovation now
(June) to accommodate flag football in September. Specifically, we
want information on sand size, timing of the renovation, and
seeding rates and methods.

Richard English

Beloit, KS

Rich, Here are some specific suggestions for your field
renovation project:

Timing. Avoid starting your renovation in mid-summer
since this is a difficult time to establish tall fescue in Kansas;
anticipate too much heat, disease, and weeds to guarantee
successful establishment. On the other hand many high
school field managers may be forced to seed in mid-summer
when there is only a 2.5-month period starting in June when
the field will be idle and renovation is possible.

In your situation I would seed in late August or early
September and move flag football to another location. If
flag football can’t be moved then consider shifting the flag
football field set up so that there is minimal traffic on the
worn and clumpy areas that you are regrassing. The
whole renovation will take about 1-3 days of work that
could be spread over a 1-2 week period depending on
weather. Plan to scalp mow and aerify during the last
week of August followed by topdressing and seeding dur-
ing the first week of September.

Where the field is clumpy mow as short as possible and
remove all of the clippings. Getting it scalped down helps
smooth the field when you topdress and drag. If the grass
is too tall then you won’t have enough loose soil and sand

to drag around the surface. I like to use a three-prong
approach when your goal is to maximize turf cover in a
shortest period of time. _

After scalping drill seed in a minimum of 2 to 4 direc-
tions, broadcast seed and drag into aerifier holes, and
broadcast and cover seed with topdressing. Seedlings will
only establish into areas where there is exposed soil; seed-
ing into areas with 100% turf cover does not improve turf
density and is a waste of seed. Unfortunately, in a situation
with 50% turf cover you will need to seed 100% of the area
just to get the proper amount of seed into the bare areas. If
funds are limited concentrate your resources such as seed
and sand into the high traffic areas only.

Seed. Even though K-31 is a course pasture type tall
fescue I have seen it provide a suitable, but unattractive,
surface for both football and soccer. The turf-type tall fes-
cues are a much better choice for appearance and playa-
bility compared to K-31. In fact, the K-31 may be causing
some of the clumps within the finer textured improved tall
fescue varieties.

To further reduce clumping consider using the newer
rhizome producing tall fescues such as Defiance (‘Grande’
or ‘Grande II’) and RTF (‘Labarinth’). These first genera-
tion rhizome producers for tall fescue are a step in the right
direction, but don’t expect them to be completely resistant
to field clumping. Plan on annual over seeding in high traf-
fic areas of the field.

Our traffic and seeding trials show that a heavy single
seeding of tall fescue near 1 September is better than
spreading the same amount of seed out over the entire
autumn growing season. Seeding rates up to 35 1bs/1000
sq.ft. improved turf cover during autumn traffic and fol-
lowing spring recovery. If you don’t anticipate any traffic
during the fall 20 1bs/1000 sq.ft. may be your upper limit
for a one time seeding in early September.

Topdressing sand. Here is a general specification for
topdressing sand that should be incorporated into the top
three inches of the field by routine aerification. Ideally you
want a sand composed mostly of coarse and very coarse
sand because you are trying to create macropores for bet-
ter water movement. Avoid sands high in fine or very fine
sand. Your minimum topdressing target should be a 75%
sand content by weight in the top three inches over a 3-year
period. Existing soils that have twice as much silt as clay
may be impossible to improve. (See http://www.hort.ias-
tate.edu/turfgrass/extension/ EGaerifytab.pdf .)

Tall fescue is gaining popularity as a good choice for
many athletic field situations because of its relatively low
seed cost, good traffic tolerance, and potential for recovery
from newer varieties with some rhizomatous growth. B
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