%I' 1 dWldea ‘“o.
Synthetic Turf Groomer
with GreensSlicer®
Spring Tine Rake.

Fast, Efficient Grooming
of all filled synthetic
sports fields!

FEATURES and BENEFITS

« Synthetic Sports Turf Groomer works with all fill material currently used, in both wet and dry conditions.
Patented brush design lifts turf fibers leaving them in a plush, upright position. Brushes move fill to low
spots or depressions left after play.

Synthetic Super Duty Blue Brushes retain their original shape, resist wear, and will not rot.

GreensSlicer Spring Tine Rake consists of 3 rows of 28 tines spaced 7/8 inch apart for thorough coverage.
Each row of tines may be adjusted to the desired level of aggressiveness.

The GreensSlicer combs through the fill material, reliewng compactien and assuring a soft, level playing
surface.

Synthetic Su lper Duty Blue Brushes e GreensSlicer S?ring Tine Me- .
Resist wear and will not deteriorate from moisture. 3 rows of 28 tines.

Call for additional mformatnon on our line of Synthetic Turf, |
- Natural Turf, and Clay surface Groomers

888-298-8852 Fax 317-298-8852 Srde 1B oncond o
www.greensgroomer.com

GreensGroomer WorldWide, Inc., Indianapolis, IN

Copyright © 2003 GreensGroomer WorldWide, Inc. All rights reserved. Managers Aaum
U.S. Patent No. 5833013.  Other Patents Pending.
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When it comes to green replication, not much has
changed over the past several years...until now.

Introducing the entirely new GradeMaster 3D Grading
System. This box scraper automatically restores greens
and other contoured areas to their original state, allowing
you to maintain and refinish with unparalleled accuracy
and efficiency.

Using Trimble machine control technology, the
GradeMaster 3D allows contractors to topo the existing
surface and recreate the original design once work is
completed.

The GradeMaster 3D offers a comprehensive, auto-
mated process to return greens to their original design
specs.

If you would like to learn more about this revolutionary
grading system, click on www.laserleveling.com for more
information.

e S

LaserLevelmg 800.622.5777 www.laserleveling.com

=y a ©Trimble partner
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High School Football
O8 Jon DeWitt, Wesleyan School in Norcross, GA,
won this 2003 STMA FOY award.

GREEN SCIENCE
‘12 Prepare baseball & softball fields NOW

It's our job to get worn-out fields healthy enough to withstand the overuse that is sure to
come in 2005.

“1 & Fungicide use on athletic fields
Like every other living thing, turfgrasses suffer from disease. Even a minor flaw on high
maintenance turf will become readily apparent.

IRRIGATION/DRAINAGE

22 Irrigation system choices for athletic fields
We look at water management from the periphery “"back in” rather that starting with the
sprinkler equipment.

TURF MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT

=28 It's time for the parade
If we are going to overcome the shortage of turf technicians and power equipment techni-
cians, it is time for the parade.

AROUND THE GROUNDS
=<} Blowers and vacuum machines for fall.
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- @ 2004 K-Rain Manufacturing Corp.

With partial to 360° coverage in one rotor,
superior spray pattern, ease of adjustment,

vandal resistant clutch and triple port nozzle,

the ProSport™ is setting a higher standard in

2o

: CL‘IIIF{IIIKTE OFFICE

us contact: David Kurﬁstadl a msnunmnu contacT: Jane Benoist
1640 Australian Avenue, Riviera Beach, FL 33404 - USA

(561) 844 1002 Fax: (561) 842 9493

. Web www.kraln com Email: kralu@kram com

.Clrcle 148 on card Or Www.oners.ims. ca/2914-‘[48

AMONG SPORTSTURF PERFORME

sportsturf irrigation. If you've never tried a
K-Rain rotor before you'll be impressed at the
simplicity, versatility and dependability built
into every K-Rain product.

Packed with superior technology that only
K-Rain can deliver, the ProSport™ provides
everything you need in a long-range rotor for
stadiums, sports complexes, diamonds, parks
and commercial areas. Available in standard
and high speed for quick wet downs.

K-Rain ProSport’.. The Next Generation of
Professional Rotors. -

Call 1-800-735-7246 for more information,
free demo and to find the K-Rain Distributor
nearest you. '

“ .

Eifi’a; ﬂ

1 Illdiﬁ I T N B

v K-RAIN ProSport™
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IRRIGATION SOLUTIONS
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Former SRI
exec responds

Comments on the bankruptcy of the synthetic turf company SRI Sports printed here
in recent issues prompted a phone call from Jim Savoca. He's been in the industry for 25 years
including the last 9 years as VP of sales for SRI. Jim now is working with Sportexe
(jim.savoca@sportexe.com):

“| want to set the record straight because | care about this industry and the clients that pur-
chased SRI Sports fields. These are my opinions only. | am not speaking for Sportexe or SRI.

“SRI was a successful company. The growth and profits went up every year until 2003. That
year they got hit by a ‘perfect storm'—Ilow prices for filled turf, high installation costs, a highly
leveraged corporate structure, and management upheaval. It resulted in a loss; the Wall Street
backers of SRI got nervous and took them under Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection to make sure
they came out whole. These guys showed no compassion for anyone. They fired us with 1 day's
notice and no severance pay, no vacation pay, and no insurance.

“| feel horrible for the SRI customers, but there is hope. In many cases, other entities might
be tied to the SRI turf warranty. Some Payment and Performance Bonds commit the bonding
companies to all the terms of the specifications and contract, including the turf warranty. I'd
advise owners to have their legal department check the documents to look for linkage on the war-
ranty.

"The other bit of good news lies in the very nature of the filled fields. These fields have an
extremely low warranty exposure, and | cannot think of a single field that had to be replaced due
to catastrophic failure.

“Historically, seam repairs have accounted for 90 percent of the SRI warranty expenditures.
Most seam repairs are small and can be handled by your staff with a Shop Vac, Gorilla glue, and
cinder blocks for a few hundred dollars. Occasionally, a full field re-seaming ($30,000-$40,000 fix
performed by professional turf installers) is required. For that reason, | would advise owners to
create a $30,000 contingency fund for these warranty problems. In all likelihood, you would have
the bulk of the funds to use on the turf replacement at the end of its 8- or 10-year life cycle.

“With regard to SRI using road base for its vertically draining subbase (reported here in July
issue) that is nonsense. We did much of the original work on these bases going back to
Monsanto in the early 1980s. To build a base that will last 20-30 years you need the proper stone
sieve and gradation to achieve compaction, drainage, and planarity. SRI built over 150 bases dur-
ing my years there and we didn't use road base.”

Readers may notice several subtle changes in this issue. Our fea-
tured sections now are titled “Green Science,” "“Turf Maintenance
Equipment,” “Irrigation/Drainage,” and the familiar “Around the
Grounds."” We hope these categories will prove useful.

ol s

~ ERIC SCHRODER, EDITOR

Comments always welcome.
Call Eric at 717-805-4197,
email eschroder@aip.com, or write
P.0. Box 280, Dauphin, PA 17018.
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A View to the Future—
Building on the Past

it is my pleasure to report that STMA has hired its first full-time, dedicated Executive
Director. After a thorough search lead by a highly experienced management consultant and a Board-
appointed committee, we selected Kim Heck. She has a strong background in marketing and associa-
tion management and comes to us from the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America.
Under Kim's leadership and your continued support, | am confident that even greater accomplish-
ments are on the horizon for STMA
—Bob Campbell, CSFM

I am very honored to be selected as Executive Director for the STMA and to help build
on its strong foundation. Although developing and directing association programs has been my life for
a decade, | have much to learn from the STMA members about their goals and aspirations for the
Association so that | can make them a reality.

In the short time since my selection | have been very impressed with the care and commitment
of the STMA Board of Directors and other volunteers. Please let me share with you my observations
of the STMA as its new employee.

Professionals belong to associations because membership brings a sense of community—a kin-
ship with peers—and important access to career-enhancing services and resources. STMA has that
camaraderie and pride of belonging. | see it in those members with whom | have met, and | hear it in
the voices of those with whom | have spoken. STMA also has a sound offering of services that usual-
ly is found in associations with much larger memberships, including:

* An effective committee structure with engaged members.

* A strong network of chapters. Chapters are the lifeblood of an association.

¢ A strategic plan, business plan and marketing plan. Wow! Many associations do not have any
plans, and those with plans typically do not document with such thoroughness.

* A conference and show that offers timely education and showcases the latest technology.

* A comprehensive certification program that validates high achievement.

* An easy-to-navigate website that provides access to resources and programs.

* Timely and informational publications, in print and through electronic delivery.

With all of these services, resources and programs, what is my role?!
| believe that | can make them stronger and create more value for your mem-
bership dollars. My goal for the Association is to help it grow in size and
influence in the agronomic and sports worlds. My pledge to the STMA
members is to truly listen to your ideas and concerns and design a
roadmap that will lead to greater success for the individual member
and for the Association.

If you ask my peers what | am all about, you will consistently
hear about my passion for making things better and my belief in col-
laboration. By working with others, advocates and adversaries alike, an

organization becomes stronger. It is this strength of leadership that |
strive to bring to the STMA to advance the influence and recognition for

the profession.

KIM HECK, Exécutive Director

kim@st.omhcoxmail.com

http://www.sportsturfmanager.com ® STMA

YOUR PREMIER
WHOLESALE
DISTRIBUTOR

_ with ]
superior service,

quality products,
and

friendly people

With 130 branches coast to
coast, Ewing stocks all major
manufacturers of irrigation and
landscape products including:

* irrigation products & tools
» central control systems

» drainage pipe & fittings

e turf & horticulture products
» water features

* low voltage lighting

)
ELUIGL

irrigation ¢ Golf » Industrial
800.343.9464

Complete online catalog ordering at:

www.ewingi.com
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Jon DeWitt,
Wesleyan School
win HS Football FOY

BY SUZ TRUSTY

obinson Field is the sports show-

case of Wesleyan School’s

Henderson Stadium and the

recipient of the 2003 Sports

Turf Managers Association
(STMA) Football Field of the Year Award in the
High School/Municipality division. Robinson Field
was constructed in 1997; just one year after
Wesleyan School moved its campus across Atlanta to
a new 72-acre undeveloped site in Norcross, GA. Jon
DeWitt, Director of Grounds, and his crew kept this
field ready for play despite heavy use and the added
challenges of 2002’s hurricane-related weather con-
ditions.

The base for all the school’s athletic fields is
heavy Georgia clay. At Robinson Field, this is topped
by a 4-inch sand cap matrix using coarse sand simi-
lar to river sand. While there is no internal drainage
within the field area, a one percent slope provides
surface drainage. The field was established with
Titway 419 Bermudagrass.

Wesleyan School has a 2.1-acre lake on the prop-
erty that is not only spring fed, but also draws from a
120-acre watershed. It serves as the main irrigation
source for all of the athletic fields and much of the
UTT'lH]'nCT]"E]I gl'ﬂlmds.

DeWitt says, “Since the initial construction,
Robinson Field has undergone one major renova-
tion and two lesser projects as part of our overall pro-

gram of continuallysecking o povide e fetnd M| JJSE A HANDHELD RADIO TO ADJUST

most playable conditions for all of our field users.

“During the s -r of 2001, both Robins
Fieid wnd Hendenon s mpended .1 HE IRRIGATION SYSTEM, OR LOG ON
tremendously. The field was widened by removing

svales that had run along cach side o which - FROM HOME OR THE OFFICE."

face runoff water was channeled for drainage. These
swales had contained seven potentially hazardous

heavy steel drains, four on the home team side and three on the guest side. The a crumb rubber system, a large picnic area was added, and guest bleachers were

drains would be covered with artificial turf for events on the field. The swales were installed.

filled in and the steel drains replaced by an Acco channel drain that now runs along DeWitt says, “In 2002, a heavy laser topdressing took place in an effort to amend

the inside perimeter of the track that encircles the field. This step was a great some severe surface undulations. Two of these were in the worst possible places,

improvement from a safety standpoint and also increased the usable field area to dead center field and the home sideline. Because of the undulations, water would

80,000 square feet, making it much more suitable for soccer.” collect in the low spots. The problem at center field was exacerbated by the regularly
As part of this renovation, Henderson Stadium’s asphalt track was upgraded with painted “W” logo, which further weakened the turf. When the swales where
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removed, some of the grading between the home football sideline and channel
drains did not come out correctly. Consequently, the water sheeting from the field
itself would collect just beyond the home sideline and throughout the team box
area. In wet game situations, the sideline tarps became like muddy rags. The heavy
topdressing helped tremendously with the smaller surface undulations; however, in
that first year we did notice more divoting after games until the turf was able to net
through the sand and tighten up. The home sideline continued to be somewhat of a
problem despite all our efforts and so the decision was made to pursue a more
aggressive plan of action.

“During the summer of 2003, we had drainage installed on the home sideline. It
worked great through the unusually wet summer. Luckily, we made it through the
season without experiencing rainy conditions immediately before or during a game.”

The irrigation system includes three zones down the middle that cover the bulk
of the playing field. There are five Hunter 1-25 heads per zone, four in a square and
one in the middle. Two additional zones cover the sidelines and another two cover
the “D” areas. DeWitt says, “I'he original system had a Rainbird ESP-LX Plus con-
troller outfitted with both a remote and a rain sensor. In 2004, we began upgrading
to Toro’s Sentinel central control system. Now [ can use a handheld radio while on
campus to make adjustments to the irrigation system and can also log into the sys-
tem from my office or home computer.”

DeWitt manages the facility’s 14 acres of athletic turf and oversees the 72 acres
of total property which includes four private residences and 1.75 acres of cross coun-
try trails. Omni landscape group is a part of the team and handles the ormamental
grounds. The rest, which can be anything from small asphalt repairs, planting flow-
ers, \J\'orl\'ing with irrigation issues, han(lling equipment maintenance or true sports
turf management is up to DeWitt and his crew.

DeWitt says, “Though the two acre stadium complex is nearly enough to keep
us occupied, we strive to maintain the other 12 acres of athletic turf to a level nearly
equal to that of Robinson. Adjacent to Henderson Stadium is an acre sized multi-use
field that primarily serves physical education and the track throw events. We have a

two-acre baseball field and a one-acre softball field. We have two large practice
fields, adjacent to each other, of 3 1/2 acres each. We lay these out as four, nearly
full size, football fields in the fall. In the winter and spring, the space is allocated as
two soccer fields, one lacrosse field and one auxiliary practice area. We also have a
playground field that serves the elementary students and we're responsible for the
wood chips in their playground area. We tackle 4 1/2 miles of athletic field painting
in the fall and similar in the spring,

“My crew is outstanding. They're totally committed to achieving the highest pos-
sible standards and willingly put out the extra effort needed to make that happen.
Leroy Little is the supervisor, with Jose Flores and Oswaldo Bono full-time crew
members. Zachry Young has joined the crew part-time during the last two summers,
handling much of the string trimmer work and assisting with irrigation and mow-
ing.”

Robinson Field’s greatest challenge is the shear number of events that it must
host. The football program has four teams - varsity, junior varsity and 7th and 8th
grade. Their home schedule amounts to 15 games during the regular season, which
runs from mid-August through the end of October, and could extend past
Thanksgiving, depending on playoff games. All teams, except occasionally the 7th
and 8th grade squads, will do a walk-through practice the day before a game.

DeWitt says, “A typical week during the football season may put a JV game on
the field on Thursday night. The varsity team always does a walk though practice on
Thursday whether home or away, and we try to do a final pre-game mow with bas-
kets after the walk through on Thursday afternoon to push any divots back in place
and collect any grass that was kicked up. The varsity team plays on Friday night.
Since softball is a fall sport in Georgia, we also could be hosting a game on the soft-
ball field on Friday. We'll often have a 7th and 8th team football game at Robinson
Field on Saturday morning. If so, we’ll leave the field set up. If there’s no Saturday
game, we'll remove the tarps, benches and pylons Friday night and do the divots and
other repairs on our Saturday walk through. However, in August and early
September, if it’s still light after the game, we’ll do the divot repair and mow on

FIELD MARKING PAINTS

CUSTOM STENCILS

FIELD ACCESSORIES

athleticsurfaces

We Make The Games Look Better. /
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Fri‘l'l\' I'1i”]'llﬁ We a}w could be hosting a cross country meet on Saturday at the lake

adium.
) 3 for the varsity games, so
is minimal. They practice on our central quadrant,
Ve paint it for them, but with green paint rather

i *|¢] mainte-
ry to bring

10 . Septemhet 2004,

s someone out and about on it.
1g. We have until 3 in the afternoon to p .
orking around all the other activities. The perennial ryegrass is gros
trying to kc'-ep up with the paintiuﬂ E.\'en one d'u' of rain impﬂct& our

past year was particu]m!\ Lhal]cnftmg as thL Ve
the Southeast had to deal with the gcnt‘.rall\

rgia history. Hn\w\ er, it wa ants of two hurm anes that happened to
come through my property durmcr home stands that created the worst situations.
Although I would not want to live it again, last fall created an opportunity for me to
learn aspects of turf management that I had never had to contend with before and
stretched me as a person.

“After the two hurricane-spawned rain events, I had to rent a 5 ton double drum
roller and roll the field back into shape. In conjunction with the first rolling, I aerat-
ed with half inch solid tines to relieve compaction, and hopetfully enhan i
ntinued, which they did. We utilized a s
Applaud and it ¢

astrous conditions from e

in case the rains
October 15 to overseed with Penni
By Homecoming, on November 7, th
son were hardly noticeable. We had pulled the field through another
son.”

DeWitt is continually exploring new options, tc.-sting new c:hniques an

s management program to produce optimum

though it took a trip down another path for him disco
campus management. His first job, at 13, was managing a greenhouse. I"rum there

Robinson Field
Maintenance Program

January

Mow as needed at 3/4 inch height of cut (once per week or once every 2
weeks)

Fertilize with 21-0-0 Ammonium Sulphate at the rate of 1 Ib of N per
thousand square feet

Paint at the end of the month for soccer (continue painting weekly
through season)

February

Mow as needed at 3/4 inch height of cut {(once per week)

Fertilize with 21-0-0 Ammonium Sulphate at the rate of 1 Ib of N per
thousand square feet

March

Mow 2 to 3 times per week at 3/4 inch height of cut. Mow in 2 directions
and use baskets to catch clippings as needed. Coordinate stripping with
games.

Seed wear areas with perennial ryegrass

Apply Solu-Cal (at the rate of 500 Ibs per acre} or other pH-adjusting
source per soil test

Fertilize with 28-5-12 at the rate of 1 |b of N per thousand square feet

Aerate with 1/2 inch top eject tines (2.5 x 4 x 4"). Harvest cores.

April

Mow 2 to 3 times per week at 3/4 inch height of cut. Mow in 2 directions
and use baskets to catch clippings as needed. Coordinate stripping with
games.

Fertilize with 11-5-16 with Ronstar at the rate of 2 |bs of active ingredient
per acre

Fertilize with 21-0-0 Ammonium Sulphate at the rate of 1 Ib of N per
thousand square feet

Spray to remove overseeded perennial ryegrass. Alternate products

SPORTSTURF e http://www.greenmediaonline.com
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