
POWER BROOM
Shindaiwa, Inc. has recently intro-
duced a new nylon bristle brush for
the PowerBroom models, PB270 and
PB2500. The new nylon bristle brush
is ideal for installing synthetic turl, and
breaking apart synthetic grass turf fibers.
Shindaiwa,ll'1c/800-521-7733

For inlormation, circle 177 or

see www.oners.ims.ca/2.}ob-177

LINED WORK PANTS
Bailey's Wild Ass lined work panls are
like traditional logger jeans but with a
micro polar fleece lining for fall and
winter wear. Relaxed fit leaves room
for boots. Catalog available.
Bailey's/ano- 322-4539
For lntermettcn, circle 176 or
see www.oners.lms.ca/2906-176

Contact the hose
reel experts for
water when and
where you need It!

•

Circle 15& on card DPwww.oners.ims.ca/2906-156

http://www.sportsturfmanager.com • STMA
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Sports twf experts agree,
regular aeration is the one
thing that will immediately
improve turf health and
vigor, reduce fertilizer
costs and optimize the use
of valuable water.

The all flew AerWay®
Groundhog allows you Lo
aerate a sports field in les~'
than 1 hour, and play

rightawa):

Minimum Time - Maximum Benefit
-for a SAFE and PLAYABLE field

for forther informaHon call 1-800-457-8310

Advanced Aeration

Cipcle 135 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/eS06-135

SPORTSTURF 51

http://www.oners.lms.ca/2906-176
http://www.oners.ims.ca/2906-156
http://www.sportsturfmanager.com
http://www.oners.ims.ca/eS06-135


2003 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
The SAFE Foundation recognizes that the future of the industry lies in
the education, dedication, and commitment of outstanding students such as these
scholarship recipients. The Scholarships will be awarded January 23 at the Sports
Turf Managers Association's (STMA) 15th Annual Conference and Exhibition Awards
Banquet in San Diego.

Funding for the SAFE scholarships comes from STMA members through their
participation in the Jacobsen-sponsored SAFE Golf Tournament and the Raffle,
Silent and Live Auctions a1the Association 's Annual Conference, and through spe-
cial contributions to SAFE earmarked for the Scholarship fund. In addition to the
monetary award, all of the SAFE, Dr. Fred Grau and Dr, James R. Watson
Scholarship recipients are provided with full registration to the STMA Annual
Conference and up to $500 toward their expenses to attend the Conference.

The $500 Dr. Fred Grau Scholarship, since 1997 designated for the students of
2-year technical programs or community colleges, will go to Tim Hackett, Michigan
State University.

Two $500 SAFE Foundation Scholarships, designated for students of z-year tech-
nical programs or community colleges, will be presented. They will go to Timothy

Burns, the University of Massachusetts - Amherst, and Tina Rose, Nebraska College
of Technical Agriculture - Curtis.

The SAFE Foundation will award five $1 ,000 scholarships for undergraduate stu-
dents of a-year College or University programs. The Scholarships will go to: David
Bicknell, Texas A & M; Daniel Kizziah, Mississippi State University; Elsworth Ray
Sayre, Jr., Eastern Kentucky University; Jeremy Thomas, Penn State University; and
Todd Tribble, Clemson University.

The first of two scholarships established by The Taro Company in the name of
long-time green industry researcher and consultant Dr. James R. Watson, a $1,000
scholarship, will be issued to undergraduate student Nick McNamee, who is enrolled
in the a-year program of Colorado State University.

The second Dr. James R. Watson Scholarship, a $1 ,500 scholarship designated
for a graduate student, will be issued to J. Tim Vanini, Michigan State University.

One SAFE Foundation $1,500 Scholarship, designated for graduate students, will
go to Travis Teuton, University of Tennessee.

For information on SAFE or the SAFE Scholarship program, please contact Steve
Trusty at 800/323·3875 or via email atSAFE@st.omhcoxmail.com.
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"Our company
name is Aitkin
agri-peat-'A' as in
apple, 'I' as in Italy,
'T' as in••• oh, for

, pe~t's sake]" ..
~~s,':0' '}

We'll do anything to make it easier
for our customers to do business with us.

Even change our name.
Introducing:

Peat~Inc.
Same great service, quality and support.

A Minnesota-based peat company servicing worldwide.
Circle 113 on card or www.oners.im6.~a/28DB-113

Peat Inc, • Elk River, MN 55330 • 1-800-441-1880 or 763-441-8387 • www.peatinc.com

http://www.peatinc.com


.............£:bapter.news _.
Virginia Sports Turf Managers Association: The

Chapter will meet from 7:30-8:15 AM January 14, in con-
junction with the Virginia Turlgrass Council's 44th Annual
Turi and Landscape Conference and Marketplace,
January 13-15, althe Richmond Marriott in Richmond.
Day-long classes January 13 include a Turfgrass
Management Workshop and a Soils for Sports Turf
Workshop. A Sports Turf Track is offered January 14-15.
For more information visit the website: www.thevtc.org.

For information on the Chapter, or upcoming events,
contact: Bob Studholme, Fairfax County Park Authority
via e-mail: Robert.Studholme@FairlaxCounty.govorat
703·324·8590,

Keystone Athletic Field Managers Organization
(KAFMO/STMA): The Chapter will participate in the
Eastern Pennsylvania Turf Conference and Trade Show
to be held in Valley Forge January 15. Speakers
include: Dr. Dave Minner, Iowa State University; Dr,
Elizabeth Guertal, Auburn University; Brad Park,
Rutgers University; and Dr. Andy McNitt, Penn State
University. For more information on this event go to:
www.paturf.org.

The Chapter also will participate in the Northeastern
PA Turf Conference and Trade Show to be held at The
Woodlands Inn and Resort, Wilkes-Barre, January 29.
Topics include: 2003 Turllnsect Update; Thinking of
Installing a Synthetic Turf Field?; Care and Maintenance
of Baseball Infields; and IPM of School Grounds, For
more information on this event go to www.paturf.org.

The 8th Annual KAFMO Athletic Field Conference
will be held in Grantville, February 20. Speakers
include: Bob Campbell, CSFM, University of
Tennessee; Dr. Andy McNill, Penn State University; Jim
Koontz, Jr., Cumberland Valley School District; Mike
Boekholder, Philadelphia Phillies; and Tony Leonard,
Philadelphia Eagles.

For information on the Chapter or upcoming events,
contact Dan Douglas, Reading Phillies Baseball Club, at
tel. 610-375-8469, ext, 212; or e-mail to:kafmo@aol.com.

Michigan Sports Turf Managers Association
(MiSTMA): The Chapter will participate in the Michigan
Turfgrass Conference to be held January 19·22. For infor-
mation on Ihe Chapter or pending events, contact
MiSTMA Headquarters at 517·712-3407, or email Amy
Fouty, University of Michigan, at fouty@umich.edu, or go
to www.mistma.org to visit the chapter's website.

Florida Chapter # 1: The Chapter will participate in the
Florida Turlgrass Association Palm Beach Regional
Seminar 10 be held at Lake Worth, January 20, and the
Florida Turlgrass Association Miami Regional Seminar to
be held at Pro-Player Stadium in Miami January 21. For
information on these events check the website:
www.ftga.org. For information on the Chapter, or pending
activities, contact John Mascaro at 954-341-3115 or
STMA@Turf-Tec.com.

Iowa Sports Turf Managers Association: The
Chapter presents a Sports Turl Track during the 70th
Annual Iowa Turfgrass Conference and Trade Show to be
held at the Polk County Convention Complex in Des
Moines January 26-26.

For information on the Chapter, or upcoming activities,
contact Jeff Wendel of The Turl Office at tel. 515-232-
8222, or fax 515-232-8228, or e-mail: Jeff@iowaturf·
qrass.orq.

Kentucky Sports Turf Managers Association:
Plans have begun for the KySTMA's Annual Conference
to be held in Louisville in late February. More details will
be announced soon. For information on the chapter or
upcoming events, contact Tom Nielsen at TNielsen@bats-
baseball.com or Aaron Boggs at AVBoggs@netscape.nel.
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Sports Turf Managers Association of Arizona:
For information on the chapter, or upcoming events, con-
tact Chris Calcaterra at e-mail: chrisc@peoriaaz.com or
tel, 623-412-4231 or Bill Murphy, at e-mail:
bmurphy@ci.scottsdale.az.us or 480-312·7956.

The Greater LA Basin Chapter of the Sports Turf
Managers Association: For information on the Chapter
or pending events, call Steve Dugas, California State
University - Fullerton, at 714·278-3929 or email
sdugas@fullerton.edu.

Northern California Chapter of the Sports Turf
Managers Association: For information on the Chapter,
or pending events, call Janet Gift at 530-758-4200.

Southern California Chapter: For information on
the Chapter, or pending activities, call Michael Tarantino
at 858·679-2526 or MTarantino@powayusd.com.

Chesapeake Chapter STMA (formerly called Mid-
Atlantic Athletic Field Managers Organization·
MAFMO Chapter STMA): For information on the
Chapter, or other pending activities, call the Hotline at
866-818-8873 or email Nick Gammill, CSFM, at ngam-
mill@american.edu.

Colorado Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the Chapter, or upcoming activities, visit
the Chapter's website, www.CSTMAorg,orcalithe
Chapter Holline at 303-346·8954,or conlact President
Phil McOuade at 303-237-7188 or
pmcquade@jeffco.k12.co.us.

Gateway Chapter Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on the Chapter or upcom-
ing events, call Mike Krone, Missouri Baptist College,
314-392-2328 or email krone@mobap.edu.

Georgia Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the chapter or upcoming events, contact
Skip Kirby at 770-928-1580 or email skip@sportsturfman·
agement.com

Indiana Chapter: For information on the Chapter, or
pending activities, contact Stan Moscrip, Indiana
University, aI812-856·2256 or smoscrip@indiana.edu,

Midwest Chapter STMA: For information on the
Chapter, or pending activities, visit the Chapter's websit,
http:mcstma.org/, or call Libby Baker at 847-263-7603 or
email Bake6Oft6in@aol.com.

Minnesota Chapter STMA: For information on the

Chapter, or upcoming events, contact Jeff Hintz, Bethel
College & Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota at tel. 651-638-
6075 or e-mail: j-hintz@bethel.eduorcheck oullhe
Chapter website: www.mstma.com.

MO-KAN Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the STMA Chapter, or upcoming events,
call Jody Gill at 913·239·4121 or
JGiIl2@bv229.k12.ks.us.

Nebraska Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the Chapter, or upcoming events, call
Loren Humphrey al: 402-461·2324 or email to
Ihumphrey@cityofhastings.org.

Sports Field Managers Association of New
Jersey: For information on the Chapter, or upcoming
events, call SFMANJ at 908·730-7770 or Eleanora
Murfitt at 908-236-9118; or e-mail to HO@sfmanj.org.

Ohio Sports Turf Managers Association
(OSTMA): For information on the Chapter, or upcom-
ing events, call QSTMA Headquarters al 888-824-9805
or 419·824·9805 or Boyd Montgomery, CSFM, at 419·
885-1982; or visit the chapter's website at
www.ostma.crq.

Pacific Northwest Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on the chapter or upcom-
ing events, contact: Jay Warnick,
JayW@Seahawks.com or Mike Wagner,
MWagner@Oregon.UQregon.edu.

Tennessee Valley Sports Turf Managers
Association (TVSTMA): For information on the
Chapter, or upcoming events, call President, Bob Elliott,

Tieco, at 800-239-9547 or Glenn Lucas at 800-837-
8062; email to Glenn@tvstma.org, or visit the chapter's
website: www.tvstma.orq.

North Texas Sports Turf Managers Association:
For information on the Chapter, or pending activities, con-
tact Kathy Cassmeyer at 972·603·2869 or
Katherine.Cassmeyer@lmco.com, or visit the website at
www.ntstma.orq.

South Texas Sports Turf Managers Association:
For information on the Chapter, or upcoming events, con-
tact Tim Loesch at 210-207-3734 or TLoesch@alamcx:l-
ome.com.

Wisconsin Sports Turf Managers Association: For
more information on the Chapter, or other pending events,
contact Chris Brindley at 715-346·3622 or
cbrindlefcuwsp.edu.

Chapters on the Grow:

South Carolina: Efforts are currently underway in
South Carolina to form a Chapter of the Sports Turf
Managers Association. The contact is Dr. Trent Hale, a
Research and Extension Turlgrass Specialist in the
Department of Horticulture for Clemson University He is
located at the Pee Dee Research and Education Center
in Florence. For more information contact Dr. Hale at 843-
662-3526 or by email at tchale@c1emson.edu or the form-
ing chapter's page on the STMA website: www.sport-
sturfmanager.com.

New York: For information on the chapter forming in
Central New York, contact Kevin Meredith, National
Soccer Hall of Fame, at e-mail: Kevin@Wpe.com or at
607·432-2953,
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12 MODELS OF STRIPERS
RIDERS' SELF PROPELLED' WALK BEKINo

FIELD MARKING STENCILS
MASCOTS, EMBLEMS, LITTERS & MORE

DRY LINE MARKERS & DRAG MATS

CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-624-6706

1700 Jasper Street
Aurora, Colorado 80011

_.newstripe.com

The Shindaiwa EB630 is the
ultimate backpack blower. Reduces

clean-up time by 50%.
• Incredible output: Bf Scfrn. 201 mph
• Giant air/iller extends run limes
• Ideal for toughest blowing jobs

We offer 4 commercial-grade models from the
hand-held EB240S up to our most

powerful blower, the EB630,
To find a dealer nearest you, call

(800) 521-7733, or visit www.shindaiwa.com

shindaiwa

-"-' ..
l. ..._",... ..............._>s_ _19IIO

z, """" ......... b-~""'''''''-,.,.,, ,.
-"".. .."' ......

3. "l' ..... 'l.""\>'"._.,.-...-~"'~""
"''''''''lr_.. -"--"' _;"' ~""'"...."'.."'""'___ '~ I"' "'_."' .,.nl,_.,

...__ ,.."".......""'l,",~'~-'S'I""\):_"''''''I'''.._
FIRST TO STARlLAST TO uurr.

Shindaiwa Inc.
11975 SW Herman Rd

Tualatin, OR 97062

For more lIlformatton or to nne the nearest dealer:

www.dlxlechopper.com

Circle 149 on card or www.oners.ims.oej2SD6-148
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WaterWick's patented gravel-vein injection system
creates a permanent answer to chronic wet turf
problems. $0 the game goes on without delay.

Improves drainage and aeration

Fundamentally non-invasive.Treated
turf is immediately ready for play

Proven in golf course, sports turf
and landscape applications

Low-compaction WaterWick unit is ideal for golf
greens and other fine turf. Or choose our

innovative 3-point hitch system for your tractor
- it injects WaterWick drainage. trenches. pulls

pipe, lays wire and more.

WaterWick'
~",

Don't let wei turf bog you down. Iontact WaterWick.
888-287-1644 • www.waterwick.com

DEAlER INQUIRIEI WELCOME.

Circle 141 on card or www.cners.ims.ca/290S·141

topdresser designed
for sports turf managers!

• Larger capacity! 22 cubic fl hopper

• More Versatility! Choosea brush or a beater
s~reading system (spread pattern 36"·72")

• Simple Design! For low maintenance

• Affordablel One-personoperation with easy,
No-Tools spread adjustment

S11DP1e. rIII'eII-buIIf ProdJ.6Cts

TOU. FREE l' 888•m••38
Circle 140 on card or WIiVW.cners.ims.ca/2906-140

CHAIN LINK
FENCE GUARDS

Fence Guard'· protective covers for chain link fencing
from Partee Peal Corp. are available in six colors-safety
yellow, dark green, red, white. blue, and orange-as well
JS two grades-c-prernium and standard. These uv.resistant.
polyethylene covers protect players from injuries and pro-
vide a distinctive look to your fencing.

Fence Guard" comes in cartons of ten 8·11.sections with
fifty g-In. Uv-resistant tiel for securing every 2 feet to fence.
With a s-veer manufacturer's limited warranty.

For safety and uniform appearance, you should remove
crowns from the tops of fence posts so that the entire fence
top is covered; ends can be butted or overlapped, and the
product is easy to cut.

aottom Guard"', which serves the same safety and appear-
ante purpose. also reduces erosion and eases weed cutting.

PARTAC®/BEAM CLAY®
800-247-2326

Cipcle )43 on capd OPwww.oners.ims.ca/290S·143

• •LIMEED'

• Oesig~edanddevelopedbyprofessionalsinlh' industry,
_ M.de01 lightweighlaluminum
_ Fast.easyIGUSe,andnuilttolas1.
_ Selt-aligning,5yar~u~its
• Foldable,selt-stGring,portable,

The Only Hash Mark Painting
System You'll Ever Need.

888-780-4441

Diversified
Sports Speciafties
WWW.DSSworks.com

Circle 144 on card or www.cners.ims.ca/2S06-144

Jaydee Drive Liner

The jaydee Drive-Liner is a self-propelled
riding line-marker featuring a 13.5 h.p.
Briggs & Stratton engine, along with a 3.3
gallon remote fuel cell, a 35 gallon paint
tank [hat carries enough marking material
for a complete game field, or several prac-
tice fields. The 2 gallon flush tank cleans
the discharge lines for work-breaks, navel
or overnight. Center/side-marking
sprayshields are always operator visible.
A nearly zero degree turning radius reduces
or eliminates back and turning maneuvers.

Jaydee Equipment Company
202 East Joliet Highway, Box 278

New Lenox, IL 60451-0278
TOLL FREE: 1-800-443-3268

jaydee@theramp.net • www.jaydeeeqco.com

Circle 145 on card OPwww.onel.$.ims.ca/2906-145
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classifieds
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT,
East/West: EmiLyRogier 630-262-1043
Midwest/Southeast: Tonya Przybylski 913-897·4158

USED EQUIPMENT

Nation's #1 Distributor has trade-in's for
greens, tees, fairways & sportsfields.

305.200 VO 80" WNJ 0-16" DPTH $4000

305.200H VO 80" wtw 0-16" DPTH $2500

JOS.250H VO 96" WIW 0·16" DPTH $5495

98 MS 1260 4WD 40" HP turf tires $'1,500

7316 VO 64" W/W 0·12" DPTH$14,500

MultiSpike 48" 10' DPTH $2700

Commercial Turf & Tractor 800-748-7497
www.commercialturfandtractor.com

HELP WANTED
Sales Person for Fleel/Broyhill 'DL ta
Seeking aggressive, successful and ~
self-motivated person to promote turf
line marking products for stadiums and sports fields.
Candidates must have successful sales track record and
be willing to travel a specific territory by states. Company
is successful and very aggressive in product design and
formulations.
Send resume and salary history to:

Fleet'Brcynill. clo Craig Broyhill
PO. Box 475, Dakota City, NE 68731
800-228-1003 (11)

Weathei-Beafer',
by Co{oraao Lining

Specialized Sideline Covers

- Three Fabric Options
Traditional, High Tech &
Workhorse Combination
Custom Printing Options
Standard & Custom Sizes
Available for Immediate
Nationwide Delivery

877-448-2777
888-546-4641

www.coloradoliningcom
wwwweather-beater.com

Circle 139 an card or WINW.aners,ims.ca/2906·139

BL£'USAlnc
Seeing is believing call for your demonstration

Toll Free 888-32S-8LEC

GROUND BREAKER DEEP AERATOR.
RELIEVES COMPACTION. BLADES DO
NOT LIFT THE TURF. CONTINUOUS
SLITS FOR GOOD DRAINAGE.

SEE WEB srra FOR LARGE SELECTION

Circle 138 on card or www.onars.ims.ca/2906-138

TIlU-TUIlF

Sports Field
& Golf Roller

1'h$ Si'tn $polIIJ Flllkt a QoI RO*r _ • t9D0mm,,4"l rdI
lIIMlIIh. To.wd belind a 40HP _ aI klw III hi\tI sr-l ....
""'deYe .... same rwUIs. Thla roller Is de9Igned tI>lnJe!hB ...moe
at sparIs fieI<*;, h8lpi"ll _ anklo and ~ injuries and aJso
ames on fairways
Eogage lIJe opiI<er and perform two operations - AClI 'n' Spb -
toge1her, spiking """""""' ""Y9"" and moistLXe l"'lIt,
For '-'l' laid SO<l, ..ad ltIe vibralar br rlipid sul1ace Iruirjg
- ~ will amaze l"U1 0Jr lIlJ'e _ srno<JIhing hood _

~_IhiS~~tI>
_!he tufl>,o skIIful<B3igrl, oo:~WEliI1lt,
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STRAIGHT LINES IN LESS TIME

Field Markers, Accessories &
Sports Field Stencils

• Easy operations, maintenance, and transport

• "Floating" paint shoe for sharp lines no matter the terrain

• Two opposing nozzle bracket design
for single pass striping

• Industrial strength 12v diaphragm pumps

• Ergcmomic design for operatingeaseandperformance
• USAmade - powder coated steetfreme

and corrosion resistant parts

lRU MARK"
AtHe6c Fi&ld Marl<e" Y

1-800-553-6275
(402) 844·-4660· Fax (707) 276-1061
www.AthlelicFieldMarker.com

Tru MarkAthletic Field Marker. POBox106, Norfolk, HE68702

Circle 155 on card or WMV.cners.ims,ca/2906·155
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By Dr. Dave Nlnner.Ph.D., Associate Prctesscr.jowa State University

~~WHENTHE WEATHER
OUTSIDE IS FRIGHTFUL • • •

LET IT SNOW"
Prn wo,:"king with my first sand-based football field and have been told
that I need to tarp it to prevent dehydration. Are there cultural practices that will
eliminate the need to cover the field? If not, what are my indicators for covering
and removing? Do I monitor ground temp, air temp, wind speed, moisture content
or all of the above? If we get a few warm days in the early spring do I need to
open the cover?

Mike Est-em, Director of Grounds, Upper Iowa University

Since you have a sand-based field be sure that you have adequate levels
of all nutrients in the soil and plant. Potassium is easily leached and it
is important for winter tolerance so be sure it is not limiting. Fall

applied potassium should be part of your routine winterization program. Just before
you winterize your irrigation system be sure to give the field one last heavy water-
ing. I generally don't like to raise and lower the mowing height throughout the
growing season. However, if you are on sand and will not use a field cover then if
is best to let the grass grow up an extra 1/2 inch so that it may trap more moisture
and reduce drying during the winter. In the spring the grass will be malted down
from the winter or the brown canopy can be mowed off at your normal mowing
height.

Winter turf covers are a wonderful tool for athletic field managers. There are
three general types of winter protection covers: 1) open woven polyethylene or
polypropylene; 2) non-woven or spun bound polypropylene; and 3) impermeable
materials made from polyethylene film. All of the winter protection covers help
moderate temperature and reduce moisture loss. You should anticipate extended
frost protection and seedling establishment when used in the fall and earlier green
up and growth in the spring.

As far as winter injury goes these products have the greatest benefit by reducing
winter desiccation during open, dry, and windy winters. These conditions on frozen
soil or droughty sand can cause turf loss to athletic fields. Kentucky bluegrass is
seldom killed by direct low temperature while perennial ryegrass and tall fescue
are more susceptible to low temperature injury in northern climates. Even though
winter covers moderate temperature it is likely that frozen ground will occur under
winter protection covers in Iowa.

Since you have already purchased a translucent woven polyethylene cover, here
is how to use it and what you might expect: If you are trying to extend the growing
season during the fall play, you will need to cover when frost is likely and uncover
during events. This is more work but you can get an extra month of growing time
and more importantly get some extra seed established. Avoid lush growth under
the tarp going into the winter by removing the cover for 2 weeks in November so
the grass acclimates for the winter.

Another hidden advantage of the winter cover comes by way of limiting traffic via
'a nice way of saying "Closed for the winter-keep off."

My cue for winter covering may sound a little unscientific but it works. Watch the
weather for the first big snow or significant temperature drop that will cause the
ground to freeze. If the ground freezes you won't be able to secure the tarp with
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pins in the ground. Waiting until the ground freezes also insures that the turf has
had time to winter acclimate. If snow is imminent then apply your favorite snow
mold fungicide and then place the tarp as the final step in putting the field to bed.
In some years with additional snow cover I have experienced significant seed
establishment when the covers were removed in the spring. If you miss the snow
mold treatment before placing the cover then you can treat over top of the open
woven covers and get some disease control.

My cue for uncovering the field is like peaking in the oven to see if the biscuits
are ready. If the grass starts to grow then it is time to get the cover off of the field.
The grass will first green up and then shoots will start to elongate. Get it off before
the grass needs mowing. If you want to leave the cover on longer or have had
trouble with a flush of growth in the spring then borrow a trick from golf supers
and apply a light rate of Primo PGR just before covering the field in the late
fall/early winter. This allows you to pull the tarp off later without a flush of growth
occurring.

In Canada and some extreme northern parts of the US ice encasement has
caused turf loss on putting greens, I would not anticipate wide scale loss of athlet-
ic field turf as the result of ice encasement because most fields have some type of
surface drainage. I have seen localized loss of turf in fields that have standing
water in surface depressions. Annual bluegrass is a common, and undesirable,
component of northern athletic field turf. Annual bluegrass is very susceptible to
winter desiccation and ice encasement injury.

The covers discussed here have many winter protection benefits for grass, but
you may experience more encroachment of annual bluegrass since covers also
protect this problem weed.

Natural snow cover provides a very effective winter blanket that prevents winter
desiccation but also increases the chance of snow mold injury. If you are not very
good at predicting winter conditions then winter covers may be your best choice to
prevent winter injury and extend the turf growth and recovery season of sport
fields. Those of you on limited budgets may choose to purchase only enough cov-
ers to advance growth in critical areas such as between the hash marks on football
fields and in the goalmouths of soccer fields. Be sure to mark your pins, stakes, or
staples used to secure the cover. They are easy to leave on the field and present
an- obvious hazard for players and mowers.

I know there are a lot of you out there that can't afford one of these nice covers
yet so you may want to consider using the "poor mans turf blanket." Apply a heavy
topdressing of compost or sand; something between a 1/4 and 3/8 of an inch will
do just fine. The topdressing will help retain moisture around the plant and reduce
winter desiccation injury. And for the time efficient lazy man, it's also a protective
cover you don't have to pin down or pick up in the spring. ST

QUESTIONS? Send them to Dave Minner at Iowa State University.
106 Horticulture Hall, Ames, IA50011, or email drntnnerratastate.edu. Or, send
them to Grady MiHer at the Unlversay of Florida, PO Box 110670. Gainesville,
FL 32611, or email gmiHer((lmaiUfas.ufLedu.
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