BY SUZ TRUSTY

BASEBALL HONORS
MINOR LEAGUE

TURF MANAGERS

om Nielsen, Ed Attalla, Tommy Walston, and Joe Skrabak carmed

top honors as the 2003 recipients of the Sports Turf Manager of the

Year Awards for Minor League Baseball, sponsored by the Sports Turf

Managers Association (STMA). The Awards were presented by

STMA President Bob Campbell, CSFM, presented the awards at the
Baseball Winter Meetings in New Orleans last December.

Each of the 16 leagues has selected a winner in recent years for recognition, pre-
sented by Major League and Minor League Baseball. The four classifications of Sports
Turf Manager of the Year Award recipients were selected from the 2003 league win-
ners.

In 2001, STMA entered a 3-year agreement with Minor League Baseball to honor
the Sports Turf Manager of the Year for each of the four classifications. In his letter to
STMA in support of the International League’s nominee for that year, President Randy
A. Mobley wrote about the joint relationship, “The increase in the level of sophistica-
tion within your industry that has taken place in the past decade is quite remarkable.
The recognition to be given the best of these professionals working in Minor League
Baseball as a result of this new relationship is certainly well deserved.”

To qualify for award consideration, individuals must have been named Sports Turf
Manager of the Year for their respective league. (See the list below of individuals so
honored.)

These individuals were asked to submit the following information for review by the
STMA judging team: Photos documenting the events and staff on the field; a narrative
outlining the staff; budget; number of events and/or games per season; cultural prac-
tices; a brief history of the facility; and a narrative on the game day routine outlining
the type of equipment used, how it is used, and staff management details.

Also required: a letter from the League President outlining why the individual was
selected as Sports Turf Manager of the Year for that league; a letter from the team’s
General Manager outlining why the individual should be named the League’s Sports
Turf Manager of the Year; and an explanation, in 100 words or less, by the individual as
to why he or she chose this as a career and the individual’s goals for the sports turf
industry.

Class AAA

The Class AAA Sports Turf Manager of the Year is Tom Nielsen of Louisville Slugger
Field, Louisville, KY, home of the Louisville Bats, affiliate of the Cincinnati Reds. The
13,300-seat Louisville Slugger Field opened in April 2000. Underneath the 100 per-
cent Kentucky bluegrass turf is an 8-inch sand based root zone, topping a 6-inch layer
of washed gravel with 4-inch and 6-inch drain tiles on 20-foot centers throughout the
field.

The irrigation system consists of 89 heads in 13 zones, with full field coverage,
including the infield clay area. The irrigation system can be controlled by a control
panel or by remove control. Nielsen manually adjusts the irrigation run times based
upon the daily use of a hand-held soil moisture sensor. In between irrigation cycles, he
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waters by hand to keep moisture at ideal levels. With eight quick couplers positioned
around the field, the entire field can be watered by hand with a 130-foot hose.
Nielsen'’s staff consists of a full-time assistant sports turf manager, three full-time
seasonal employees, and two game day employees. There is also a crew of two part-
time employees who take care of the extensive landscaping that enhances the outside
of the stadium. Nielsen takes an encouraging, mentoring approach to personnel man-
agement, which allows his staff to make the most of their abilities and produces a dedi-

cated, highly skilled team. In fact, his former assistant, Peter Lockwood, in his first year
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in the head position with the Eugene
Emeralds, tied for the Northwest
League Sports Turf Manager of the
Year honors.

In 2003, Louisville Slugger Field
played host to over 100 events includ-
ing: 72 Bats Games, eight college and
high school games, Bats team workouts, 7 days of clinics/try-out camps, four privately
sponsored batting practices, a 2-day cheerleading competition, three kids camp outs on
field with tents, on-field television commercial production, and 3 pre-game baseball
clinics. All these events took place between March 30 and September 30).

To accomplish all this, a precisely planned and closely coordinated field mainte-
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nance program is essential. To add to the challenges, Louisville is
in the transition zone on the Ohio River, where the climate runs
to extremes. The winters are very cold and the summers are hot
and humid. Nielsen’s attention to detail, well-planned and pre-
cisely implemented maintenance program, and innovative solu-
tions to problem solving have taken his field management pro-
gram to the highest levels.

In support of Nielsen’s nomination, International League
President, Randy A. Mobley, wrote, “Tom Nielsen is the epitome
of a sports turf professional in the new millennium. With a
degree in horticulture and 13 years of varied experiences, Tom
has clearly established himself as an expert within his field and is
second to none within the Minor League Baseball Industry. After
working in the upper Midwest on both the Brewers and Packers
fields in Milwaukee, multiple spring training sites in Florida, a
Class A baseball facility in Eugene, OR, and a Double A field in
the near-south (Chattanooga), Tom had quite the complete
resume when hired to care for the turf in beautiful Louisville
Slugger Field in the fall of 1999. Tom brought with him experience in virtually all cli-
mates of the country while having worked with numerous varieties of grasses.

“As evidenced by his field receiving the 2002 Sports Turf Managers Association
Baseball Field of the Year Award for professional fields, Tom was and is the right man
for the job in Louisville.”

Gary Ulmer, Louisville Bats President, wrote, “Bringing Tom Nielsen to Louisville
was one of the best decisions I have ever made. As we knew nothing about turf fields, we
have relied entirely on Tom’s judgment and expertise. We have been right to do so as
managers and players have, on countless times, expressed that our field is far and away
the best in Minor League baseball. Tom has a tremendous work ethic and is extremely
trustworthy and dedicated.”

Class AA

The Class AA Sports Turf Manager of the Year is Ed Attalla of The Baseball Grounds of

Jacksonville, Jacksonville, FL, home to the Suns, affiliate of the Los Angeles Dodgers.
The Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville opened on April 11 of 2003. The ballpark

combines state-of-the-art convenience with a classic design, giving the fans a feeling of

baseball history and nostalgia. The field itself
was installed during construction, but the
Suns and Attalla were not able to begin work-
ing on it until mid-March. It is a credit to the efforts of the Suns and the expertise and
commitment of Attalla and his staff that they were able to get the field into condition
and ready for play in such a tight timeframe. With a first year facility, the field manage-
ment and maintenance program is a constant work in process, always subject to fine-
tuning as weather patterns and ficld microclimates produce their impacts on the precise
pre-season planning. As well as constantly monitoring conditions, Attalla integrated
interactive communication with the team manager and players to discern their percep-
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tions of field conditions to insure the highest levels of safety and playability were
achieved.

Attalla’s staff consists of one full-time assistant who works during the day in-season
and five parttime personnel who assist Attalla and his assistant during the Suns’ home
games.

The field at The Baseball Grounds hosted 70 Suns home games between April and
September, along with six softball
games, one high school game, one
community baseball game and a num-
ber of concerts and corporate events.
Attalla anticipates the event schedule to
become even more intense after this
inaugural year, as there will be more
time to schedule and work on larger
events.

In support of Attalla’s nomination,
Don Mincher, Southern League
President, wrote, “Ed Attalla began his
career with the AA Bowie Baysox. After
2 seasons in Bowie, Ed spent one sea-
son at Jack Kent Cooke Stadium, (then)
home of the NFL’s Washington
Redskins. Following his time in
Washington, Ed worked one season for
the Delmarva Shorebirds of the South Atlantic League where he received the ‘Best
Playing Field" award in 1998. He made the move to Jacksonville in 1999 to work for
Spectacor Management Group (SMG), the operator of sports facilities in Jacksonville,
including Alltel Stadium and the former home of the Suns, Wolfson Park.

“Having won this award in his first year with the Suns speaks volumes for the incred-
ible talent and work [%d Attalla devoted to making the Jacksonville Suns’ home one of
the finest playing surfaces in all of Minor League Baseball. His skills as a sports turf
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manager are unparalleled and he has earned the respect of the entire Southern League.”

Peter D. Bragan, Jr., Vice President/General Manager of the Jacksonville Suns,
wrote, “We were fortunate to move into the new Bascball Grounds of Jacksonville for
the 2003 season. I hired Ed this past January (2003) to head up the field operations.
Due to the stadium construction, he was unable to get control of the field until mid-
March, with an April 11 Opening Day to get ready for.

“The job Ed did with our field, especially con-
sidering the short time frame he had to work with,
make it a clear cut decision in my mind that he
should be honored with this award. During the
2003 Southern League All-Star Game that we host-
ed this summer, many of the general managers and
staff from other teams in our league commented on
how professional the field looked and I have
received many compliments from the umpiring
crews and visiting teams on the field condition and
also Ed’s approach to them and making the playing
field as safe and attractive as he and his
staff could.”

Class A

The Class A Sports Turf Manager of
the Year is Tommy Walston of Grainger
Stadium, Kinston, NC, home of the
Kinston Indians, affiliate of the
Cleveland Indians. Grainger Stadium
was built in 1949. The playing surface
was a native soil without any drainage
or irrigation. The infield was resodded in the 1980s. No additional renovation had taken
place before Walston’s arrival in 1996. Kinston, a town of 25,000, is the smallest full sea-
son market in professional baseball. While the team has earned the full support of the
community, understandably the budget is limited. Walston needs to be meticulous
about every purchase for the ficld, while striving for the very best playing surface.

Wialston says, “My desire was to conduct a complete renovation. My dream came
true in the fall of 1998 when I designed and installed a sand-based field. The total cost
of the project was $135,000. I was able to complete this project by obtaining community
donations. A private contractor donated the excavation of the old surface. Free trucking
of materials was provided by the City of Kinston Public Works. The new surface has 10
inches of pure sand, an automated irrigation system, drainage on 20-foot centers, new
infield clay, a warning track, and 96,000 square feet of Tifway 419 bermudagrass.” This
was obviously a great accomplishment for Walston, the City of Kinston and the Kinston
Indians.

Walston's staff consists of one full-time seasonal assistant who works a maximum of
40 hours per week from March through August and four part-time employees who work
game nights. Walston works with these part-timers to set the home stand schedules, so
that work hours are balanced between the four and he has a crew of two to assist him
with each home game. The field of Grainger Stadium hosted 72 Indians’ regular season
home games and two preseason exhibition games against college teams, along with the
eight games of the AAU 13 and under National Championship, and seven Division I
college baseball games. All this took place between March 12 and August 28.

During his eight seasons at Grainger Stadium, Walston has developed an extensive
system of planning and executing the maintenance program, incorporating innovative
methods of doing more with less. Currently, baseball is the only event held at the stadi-
um. While everyone would like to conduct more events on the field, there is no funding
available for covers to protect the field or for any necessary post-cvent repairs.

A former centerfielder for Mount Olive College, Walston realized he wouldn’t
reach pro levels as a player, so he initially applied his BS degree in business manage-
ment to a position in technical sales. Determining that wasn't the career route for him,
he earned an AA in turf management at Wayne Community College in Goldsboro. In
1996, he moved to his current position, combining his educational background with his
love for baseball.

In support of Walston’s nomination, John Hopkins, President of the Carolina
League, wrote, “We are very proud of the playing surface in Kinston. The field always
looks magnificent and plays true. Tommy works closely with his own club’s field staff to
understand their needs and desires. He also makes it a point to get to know and give the
same consideration to the visiting clubs in the league.

SPORTSTURF e http://www.greenmediaonline.com


http://www.greenmediaonline.com

The Stabilizer Times

News from the Surface

PUBLISHED BY STABILIZER SOLUTIONS INC. PHOENIX, ARIZONA USA

2004 STMA Special Addition

ASU's Farrington Stadium is STMA Field of The Year

Pete Wazniak will receive the award for Arizona State's Alberta B. Farrington Stadium at STMA Banquet.
Pete as Facilities Manager, along with his assistant Mike Reno and crew, have provided consistent play with hard work and
Stabilizer's hard working products. Stabilizer's "Pro-Red" Infield Mix has been a dependable member of the materials roster
and has been teamed up with waterless and dustless Hilltopper® Mound Clay. Hilltopper Clay s a top performer in the
premier playing surface positions of pitcher's mound and batter's box areas.

5 ASU, Fastpitch Field

H:llropper® Travels to Phrladelphm Phillies new Citizens Bank Park

Mike Boekholder, head groundskeeper and
seven times Groundskeeper of The Year,

selects waterless Hilltopper Clay for mound
and batter's boxes. Hilltopper Infield Mix is
installed in batting tunnels and bullpens,
while a Stabilizer soil amendment improves
play on the balance of the infield.

Waterless Hilltopper was selected for the most
important, high use areas. Its faster drying and
flexible recovery will allow the Phillies grounds
crew to concentrate on other ballyard projects
The 43,500-seat ballpark opens April 2004 and keep this new diamond shining.

Is practice the toughest turf workout in NFL ?

Charlie Coffin of the Detroit Lions
credits TurfGrids® for his turf s
unusual durability.

The Lions train at home on this
TurfGrids Sandbased Turf System
70 days a year. The repetition of
5000 hard hitting plays during
some of the nations more difficult
weather conditions has not beaten  little more care on the subsurface
this practice turf. Four years and preparation can mean all the differ-
still going without a re-sod. Charlie  ance on the longevity of any hard
says that the fifth season on this working turf. Charlie is proud of
turf just goes on to prove that a keeping the team in shape at home.

Stabilizer Signs Sandy Fischer

Sandy Fischer, the highly successful and respected former
Division I Collegiate Softball Coach, is now representing
Softball Product Applications for Stabilizer Ballyard Products.
Sandy completed a stellar twenty three year coaching career
at Oklahoma State University, in which her teams made six
appearances at the NCAA Women's College World Series and
Sandyfischer  Won nine Conference Championships.

New Hilltopper Waterless Softball Infields go in

at the Universities of Kansas and Oklahoma.
Reports are that these new fields will be setting the standards for fastpitch
play and top performance in all weather conditions. The water-shedding mix's
rich color confirms you are playing in a new dustless ballgame. Maintenance
is waterless too and “Say goodbye to tarping". These teams are always
pursuing an even higher standard of play and the new Hilltopper infields

will not disappoint.
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University of Kansas, JLBruce and Company select Hilltopper

From our natural soil binder to our
advanced fiber/turf reinforcement
systewms, facilities managers know
they can call us for expert advice
and support in sports field surfaces.
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TurfGrids® are a Winner at LSU
Practice Field.

Louisiana State University is enjoying
the benefits of a dependable turf on
this year's new training field.

Petco Park, the Padres Pride,
Picks Hilltopper Warning Track.
Luke Yoder has a newly installed
Hilltopper Warning Track in play.
Check it out while in town.

World Champ Marlins play on Stabilizer
Again this year Allen Sigwardt selects
Stabilizer natural soil amendment to
help his infield perform in the spotlight.
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“Especially this year, we got a lot
of rain in Kinston, and I have found
Tommy to be thoroughly professional g
and most cooperative in getting
games played even in difficult condi-
tions.”

North Johnson,
President/General Manager of
Kinston Indians Baseball, wrote, “My
working relationship with Tommy
through all the trials of this season
was super. He is always very profes-
sional in handling matters at the sta-
dium and does an excellent job of
verbally communicating his plans. |
never feel uninformed when it
comes to the playing surface. Tommy
always explains to me in detail what
he is doing and why he is doing it. In
his eyes he never settles for less and he expects the field to be perfectly manicured.

“He is well respected not only in our immediate area, but through the state of North
Carolina. Tommy founded and is very involved with the Eastern North Carolina Sports
Turf Association. I can recall him organizing free, all-day seminars here at Grainger
Stadium on Saturdays for high school coaches and anyone involved with athletic fields.
He is committed to helping other coaches improve their fields. He truly has a passion
for his work.”

Short Season A
The Short Season A Sports Turf Manager of the Year is Joe Skrabak of Joseph L. Bruno
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Stadium, the home field of the Tri-City ValleyCats
Baseball, Troy, NY, an affiliate of the Houston Astros
and members of the New York-Penn League. The sta-
dium is also home field for Hudson Valley
Community College (HVCC). Skrabak is responsible
for the full maintenance of all the Community
College athletic fields, which includes the softball
field, football field, and football practice field, as well
as the baseball field. The ValleyCats and (HVCC)
broke ground for the 4,500-seat baseball stadium in
2001. Bruno Stadium offers fans close proximity to the
field and many amenities, includ-
ing a spacious group picnic area,
extensive concessions menu, and a
major-league quality video/score-
board. It features such player perks
as large dugouts, spacious club-
houses, and an indoor batting cage
on the third base side. The playing
field was completed in the first
phase of construction and includes
a native sand soil profile topped
with Kentucky bluegrass turf.

Skrabak’s season-long staff consists of one full-time assistant and one part-time staff
members. Three part-time individuals are added during the spring and summer to assist
with HVCC and the ValleyCats baseball seasons.

The field hosted 38 regular season home games for the Tri-City ValleyCats; 20
Hudson Valley Community College baseball games and team practices; two high school
games; a 6-team Division Il NCAA regional tournament; a 4-team NCJAA regional
tournament; six classes of high school baseball finals; a Connie Mack tournament; a
charity softball game; and a company-sponsored fantasy baseball day.

In support of Skrabak’s nomination, Ben ]. Hayes, President of the New York-Penn
League, wrote, “Throughout the 2003 season, Joe Skrabak maintained the playing field
in optimal, if not immaculate, condition. Even in the most adverse conditions, his expe-
rience, management skills and, most importantly, tireless efforts, permitted the ‘11i-City
club to play, and complete, virtually all of its home games.”

Rick Murphy, General Manager for the ValleyCats, wrote, “Joe Skrabak is the con-
summale sports turf manager. His dedication to the turf maintenance has been exem-
plary. With a limited staff, Joe has been able to keep the field at a level that is compara-
ble to many Triple A facilities. Joe's ability to meet the demands of the field manager,
while understanding the fiscal responsibilities of the general manager, has made it a
pleasure to work with him. Although the Tri-City ValleyCats play in a short season
league, Joe’s work continues throughout the year on the various athletic fields on the
campus of Hudson Valley Community College.

2003 Minor League Baseball League Sports Turf Managers of the Year:
International - Tom Nielsen, Louisville Bats

Pacific Coast - Monte McCoy, Oklahoma RedHawks

Eastern - Pat Coakley, Altoona Curve

Southern - Ed Attalla, Jacksonville Suns

Texas - Dennis Klein, Round Rock Express

California - Clark Neuvert, Stockton Ports

Carolina - Tommy Walston, Kinston Indians

Florida - Keith Blasingim, Fort Myers Miracle

Midwest - Ryan Kaspitzke, Dayton Dragons

South Atlantic - Greg Elliott, Lake County Captains

New York - Penn - Joe Skrabak, Tri-City Valley Cats

Northwest - (tie) Peter Lockwood, Fugene Emeralds, and Bret Whiteman, Spokane
Indians

Appalachian - Mike Thompson, Burlington Indians

Pioneer - Ken Kopinski, Ogden Raptors

Gulf Coast - Chris Connell, Gulf Coast Yankees

Mexican - Florencio Vidal Miranda, Pericos d Puebla & Tigres de la Angelopolis ST
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three infields use Turiace sports fleld condltloners to help maxi-
mize the safety and performance of playing surfaces.
Profile Products/800-207-6457
For information, circle 088 or
5ee Www.oners.ims.ca/2906-088

RECHARGABLE SPRAYER
SHURflo has introduced its ProPack
SRS-540 rechargable back-
pack sprayer. Powered by a
12-volt battery, the unit elimi-
nates the need for manually
pumping and can spray up
to 120 gal. on one charge.
Battery pack can be
removed for remote charg-
ing; status lamp indicates
when recharging is needed.
SHURflo/800-B54-3218

For information, circle 089 or

RAVENS PLACED NEW SURFACE

Momentum Turf, by Sportexe, was put in M&T Stadium in
Baltimore, home of the NFL's Ravens, before this past season.
Head coach Brian Billick believes they've chosen “the best
possible field,” calling Momentum turf a “safe, consistent sur-
face that allows these great
athletes to compete at the high-
est level.”

Sportexe/800-892-6011

5e8 Www.oners.ims.ca/2906-089

For information, circle 092 or
see www.oners.ims.ca/2906-092

“Great Service..., The Best...”

wrote Chip Baker, Asst. Baseball Coach,
Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL

Chip’s comments confirm what we hear from the
many groundskeepers who use a COVERMASTER®
raincover to keep their fields dry and ready for play.

Call us and we'll gladly tell you more.
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