MIDWEST CHAPTER'S
FIELD DAY BETTER

EVERY YEAR

crisp and clear Friday greeted attendees gathered at Alexian Field,
A home of the Schaumburg Flyers of the independent Class A

Northern League. Eric Fasbender, Director of Field and Stadium
Operations for the Flyers, hosted this Midwest STMA Chapter event.

First off, the attendees broke into groups, with each assigned a different
starting point of the demonstration/presentation stations, which were strategi-
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BY MIKE SCHILLER, CSFM

cally placed around the field and covered aspects of baseball field mainte-
nance, including game day preparations.

Eric covered game day preparations and maintaining the areas around home
plate. Connie Rudolph, CSFM, head sports turf manager for the St. Paul
Saints of the Northern League, covered details of mound building and mainte-
nance. Jeff Eckert, head sports turf manager of the Northern League Joliet
Jackhammers, covered maintenance of the skinned infield portion of the field.
Jeff Salmond, CSFM, agronomist for Northwestern University, and Dr. Dave
Minner, lowa State University agronomist (see page 54), covered the turf main-
tenance segment of field care. Ryan Nieuwsma, head sports turf manager for
the Kane County Cougars, Class A affiliate of the Oakland As, covered all
aspects of mowing ballfields, including how to make those intriguing patterns
that have become a point of aesthetics in many ballparks.

During the lunch break, keynote speaker Mike Veeck, promotions and public
relations specialist for the Detroit Tigers and joint owner of several minor
league baseball clubs, took the floor. Mike, the son of baseball innovator Bill
Veeck, is equally innovative if not more so. The Veeck family practically invent-
ed the concept of “fan-friendly” with such ideas as Bat Day and post-game fire-

MIKE VEECK ENTERTAINED
WITH HIS "TOP 10
REASONS FOR TURF
MANAGER SUICIDES."

works. Mike was the creator of the infamous “Disco Demolition Night" staged
with disastrous results many years ago at the old Comiskey Park.

Mike is a long-time supporter of STMA and gave a humorous and very
entertaining presentation on “The Top Ten Reasons for Turf Managers Suicide,
“ with #6 on this list being “Stupid (Damaging) Field Promotions - A Veeck
Specialty.” Mike is well known for his thinking “out of the box" and his talk
had the group laughing at his wit and wisdom. He wrapped up the presenta-
tion on a more serious note with his list of “Ten Attributes of All Good
Grounds Experts.”

The last session of a great day was “Quiz the Experts” with all the speakers
on the spot to field questions from attendees. The day ended with the staple of
all STMA chapter activities, The Raffle! ST

Mike Schiller, CSFM, is with Van's Enterprises, Mundelein, IL, and has been
a member of STMA for more than 20 years.
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Congratulations and Welcome to our newest affiliated
Chapter, the South Carolina Chapter of STMA. Chapter
Officers are: Alan Wilson-President; Bruce Suddeth-
President-Elect; Bruce Viehman-Commercial Vice
President; and Mike Burgess-Secretary-Treasurer. Serving
as Executive Director is Dr. Trent Hale, a Research and
Extension Turfgrass Specialist in the Department of
Horticulture for Clemson University. He is located at the
Pee Dee Research and Education Center in Florence.
For more information contact Dr. Hale at 843-662-3526,
x206 or at tchale@clemson.edu or on the chapter's page
on www.sportsturfmanager.com.

Keystone Athletic Field Managers
Organization (KAFMO/STMA): The 8th
Annual KAFMO Athletic Field Conference will be
held in Grantville February 20. Speakers include:
Bob Campbell, CSFM, University of Tennessee;
Dr. Andy McNitt, Penn State University; Jim
Koontz, Jr., Cumberland Valley School District;
Mike Boekholder, Philadelphia Phillies; and Tony
Leonard, Philadelphia Eagles.

For information on the Chapter or upcoming
events, contact Dan Douglas, Reading Phillies
Baseball Club, at tel. 610-375-8469, ext. 212; or
e-mail kafmo@aol.com.

Kentucky Sports Turf Managers
Association: The KySTMA's Annual Conference
will held in Louisville in late February. More details will be
announced soon.

For information on the chapter or upcoming events,
contact Tom Nielsen at TNielsen@batsbaseball.com or
Aaron Boggs at AVBoggs@netscape.net.

Florida Chapter # 1: The Chapter will take part in the
IFAS Field Day in Davie, FL, March 18. The Chapter will
meet at Pro-Player Stadium in Miami March 25. For infor-
mation on the Chapter, or pending activities, contact John
Mascaro at 954-341-3115 or STMA@Turf-Tec.com.

Minnesota Chapter STMA: The Chapter is planning
a Spring Workshop the week of March 22. More details
will be announced soon.

For information on the Chapter, or upcoming events,
contact Jeff Hintz, Bethel College & Seminary, St. Paul, at
tel. 651-638-6075 or e-mail j-hintz@bethel.edu or check
out www.mstma.com.

Sports Turf Managers Association of Arizona: For
information on the chapter, or upcoming events, contact
Chris Calcaterra at e-mail: chrisc@peoriaaz.com or tel.
623-412-4231 or Bill Murphy, at e-mail:
bmurphy@ci.scottsdale.az.us or 480-312-7956.

The Greater LA Basin Chapter of the Sports Turf
Managers Association: For information on the Chapter
or pending events, call Steve Dugas, California State
University - Fullerton, at 714-278-3929 or email
sdugas@fullerton.edu.

Northern California Chapter of the Sports Turf
Managers Association: For information on the Nor-Cal
Chapter, or pending events, call Janet Gift at
530-758-4200.
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Southern California Chapter: For information on

the Southern California Chapter, or pending activities,

call Michael Tarantino at 858-679-2526 or
MTarantino@powayusd.com.

Chesapeake Chapter STMA (formerly called
Mid-Atlantic Athletic Field Managers
Organization - MAFMO Chapter STMA): For infor-
mation on the Chapter, or other pending activities, call

| the Hotline at 866-818-8873 or email Nick Gammill,
| CSFM, at ngammill@american.edu.

Colorado Sports Turf Managers Association:
For information on the Chapter, or upcoming activities,
visit www,CSTMA org or call the Chapter Hotline at
303-346-8954,0r contact Chapter President Phil
McQuade at 303-237-7188 or
pmcquade@jeffco.k12.co.us.

Gateway Chapter Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on the Chapter or
upcoming events, call Mike Krone, Missouri Baptist
College, 314-392-2328 or email krone@mobap.edu.

Georgia Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the chapter or upcoming events, contact
Skip Kirby at 770-928-1580 or email
skip@sportsturfmanagement.com

Indiana Chapter: For information on the Chapter, or
pending activities, contact Stan Moscrip, Indiana
University, at 812-856-2256 or smoscrip@indiana.edu.

lowa Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the Chapter, or upcoming activities, con-
tact Jeff Wendel of The Turf Office at tel. 515-232-

| 8222, or fax 515-232-8228, or e-mail
| Jeff@iowaturfgrass.org.

Michigan Sports Turf Managers Association

(MiSTMA): For information on the Chapter or pending

events, contact MiSTMA Headquarters at 517-712-
3407, or email Amy Fouty, Michigan State, at
fouty@ath.msu.edu, or go to www.mistma.org.

Midwest Chapter STMA: For information on the
Midwest Chapter, or pending activities, visit the

=T N W =

Chapter's website, http:mcstma.org/, or call Libby
Baker at 847-263-7603 or email Bake60ft6in@aol.com.

MO-KAN Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the Chapter, or upcoming events, call
Jody Gill at 913-238-4121 or JGill2@bv229.k12.ks.us.

Nebraska Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the Chapter, or upcoming events, call
Loren Humphrey at: 402-461-2324 or email to
Ihumphrey@cityofhastings.org.

Sports Field Managers Association of
New Jlersey: For information on the Chapter, or
upcoming events, call SFMANJ at 908-730-7770
or Eleanora Murfitt at 908-236-9118, or e-mail
HQ@sfmanj.org.

Ohio Sports Turf Managers Association
(OSTMA): For information on the Chapter, or
upcoming events, call OSTMA Headquarters at
888-824-9805 or 419-824-9805 or Boyd
Montgomery, CSFM, at 419-885-1982; or visit
www.ostma.org.

Pacific Northwest Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on the chapter or
upcoming events, contact Jay Warnick at
JayW@Seahawks.com or Mike Wagner,
MWagner@Oregon.UOregon.edu.

Tennessee Valley Sports Turf Managers
Association (TVSTMA): For information on the
Chapter, or upcoming events, call Chapter President,
Bob Elliott, Tieco, at 800-239-9547 or Glenn Lucas a t
B00-837-8062; email to Glenn@tvstma.org, or visit
www.tvstma.org.

North Texas Sports Turf Managers Association:
For information on the Chapter, or pending activities,
contact Kathy Cassmeyer at 972-603-2869 or
Katherine.Cassmeyer@Imco.com, or visit
www.ntstma.org.

South Texas Sports Turf Managers Association:
For information on the Chapter, or upcoming events,
contact Tim Loesch at 210-207-3734 or
TLoesch@alamodome.com.

Virginia Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the Chapter, or upcoming events, contact
Bob Studholme, Fairfax County Park Authority at
Robert.Studholme@FairfaxCounty.gov or 703-324-8590.

Wisconsin Sports Turf Managers Association:
For more information on the Chapter, or other pending
events, contact Chris Brindley at 715-346-3622 or
cbrindle@uwsp.edu.

Chapters on the Grow:
New York: For information on the chapter forming in
Central New York, contact Kevin Meredith, National

Soccer Hall of Fame, at e-mail: Kevin@wpe.com or at
607-432-2953.
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Microbial Fertilizer
That Maximizes Nutrient Uptake

o . A N A N
JI“ }
Graomenmamae PR

The Most Advanced Liquid Nutrition
12 -15 oz. per 1000 sq. ft. every 14 Days
is the Best Liquid Fertilizer Program Available

o e S N TR
Finnt Gare Growy 5400 Corporats Cirele, Salom, VA 24057 1-800-342.6173

Athletic Field Marking Paint
WE HAVE GREAT IDEAS FOR YOUR PROGRAM

Factory direct
personalized service

* 4 white striping formulas to suit
. your needs from pros to colleges,
high schools, parks & rec

= Bulk and aerosol
= (ustom colors

It's a name everyone will
soon be thinking about.

1-800-333-110 4 .': o

- www.gamedaypaints.com

Circle 122 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/2907-122

Circle 123 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/2907-123

A

For Your Nearest Distributor
WESSCO, INC. 800-650-9322

WWW.KLAWOG-KLACON.COM

Circle 124 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/2907-124

@ Designed and developed by professionals in the industry.
% Made of lightweight aluminum.
Fast, easy to use, and built to last.
#8 Self-aligning, 5 yard units.
B Foldable, self-storing, portable.

The Only Hash Mark Painting
SystemYou’ll Ever Need.

888-780-4441
. s ~  Diversified

www.DSSworks.com

Sports Specialties
Circle 125 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/2907-125

5 Seeing is believing call for your demonstration :

Toll Free 888-325-BLEC

GROUND BREAKER DEEP AERATOR.
RELIEVES COMPACTION. BLADES DO
NOT LIFT THE TURF. CONTINUOUS

SLITS FOR GOOD DRAINAGE.

{ SANDMASTER ATTACHES QUICKLY TO STANDARD Y}

GROUND BREAKER PRODUCES 3/4” WIDE SAND

BANDING SLITS. SPREADS ANY MATERIAL WET OR _':
4 DRY. SAND SLITS 10" CENTRES UP TO 8" DEEP. 3

HIGH WORKING OUTPUT.

Eeets 1612 cl CCEAA
SEE WEB SITE 0 LARGE ECON

Circle 126 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/2907-126

Meet Beacon's
New Dry Lineup

Beacon’s new Streamliner 35 and 70
units feature:

* heavy-duty steel frame and molded
plastic hopper

« retractable handles for easy storage

« enhanced chalk granulation

= variable flow control permits precise
metering

= easy change from 2" to 4° lines
* best string line guide in the industry

* optional aerosol paint liner available
on Streamliner 70

b full!

BALLFIELDS

"\ 300-747-5985

Circle 127 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/2907-127
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WaterWick's patented gravel-vein injection system
creates a permanent answer to chronic wet turf
problems. So the game goes on without delay.

* Improves drainage and aeration

» Fundamentally non-invasive. Treated
turf is immediately ready for play

* Proven in golf course, sports turf
and landscape applications

Low-compaction WaterWick unit is ideal for golf
greens and other fine turf. Or choose our
innovative 3-point hitch system for your tractor
— it injects WaterWick drainage, trenches, pulls
pipe, lays wire and more.

WaterWick
AVAI 74

Don't let wet turf bog you down. Contact WaterWick.

888-287-1644 » www.waterwick.com
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME.

Weather Beater:

by Colorado Lining
Specialized Sideline Covers

« Three Fabric Options
Traditional, High Tech &
Workhorse Combination

« Custom Printing Options

« Standard & Custom Sizes
Available for Immediate
Nationwide Delivery

877-448-2777
888-546-4641

www.coloradolining.com
www.weather-beater.com

e

IRTERRATINELL

Thatch Master-Verticuts

Improving
Sports Fields for
over 10 years!

Available in 4, 5 or 6 foot widths

SET SHALLOW FOR
RUNNER CONTROL/
OVERSEEDING

SET DEEP FOR RENOVATION

Call for a demonstration,
information, or literature

TURF SPECIALTIES, INC.
800-201-1031

Circle 128 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/2907-128

Circle 129 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/2907-128

12 MODELS OF STRIPERS
RIDERS « SELF PROPELLED = WALK BEHIND
FIELD MARKING STENCILS
MASCOTS, EMBLEMS, LETTERS & MORE
DRY LINE MARKERS & DRAG MATS

CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-624-6706

1700 Jasper Street
Aurora, Colorado 80011

www.newstripe.com

g

Circle 131 on card or www.oners.ims.ca,/2907-131

Speed, Quality, Reliability...
What do you think of?

If you didn’t think of
Dixie Chopper,
then you haven't
mowed on a
Dixie Chopper.

For more information or to find the nearest dealer:
www.dixiechopper.com

Circle 132 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/2907-132

BY FIRST PRODUCTS INC

WWW.1STPRODUCTS.COM

SALES@ 1STPRODUCTS.COM

Circle 133 on card or www.oners.ims.ca,/2907-133
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: '
East/West: Emily Rogier 630-262-1043 NETEX CANADA NETTING INC.

Midwest/Southeast: Tonya Przybylski 913-897-4158 W m m

Athletic Fields of Tennessee, a sporis surfaces é |
1

construction company, is currently accepting resumes for
an assistant manager in Tennessee. Applicant must have
a sportsturf management background and/or 3 years
experience in athletic surfaces construction. Applicant will
also be expected to fulfill sales and administrative respon-
sibilities. Fax or email cover letter and resume to Human
Resources Director, Position AFT Assistant Manager,
(731) 824.4760 playball @aftsports.com [

The Shindaiwa EB630 is the
ultimate backpack blower. Reduces
clean-up time by 50%.

, 1 L]
Canada’s # 1 ;Fortnettug fﬂf?&ef « Incredible output: 613cfm, 201 mph
USEB EQU'PMENT * Giant airfilter extends run times

ROPE BORDERED NETTING SPECIALISTS * Ideal for toughest blowing jobs
_ We offer 4 commercial-grade models from the
VERTI-DRAINS AND MORE WIRR D s T hand-held EB240S up to our most
BaseBaLL CagEs powerful blower, the EB630.

Nation’s #1 Distributor has trade-in’s for To find a dealer nearest you, call

FRee Stanping STEEL POLES

greens, tees, fairways & sportsfields. ||| (800) 521-7733, or visit www.shindaiwa.com
305.200 VD 80" WMW 0-18" DPTH $4000 DEsIGN AND STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING
305.200H VD 80" WW 0-16" DPTH $2500 WIND SCREEN AND TOURNAMENT FENCING 1 =
305.250H VD 96" WMW 0-16" DPTH $5495 F FIELD GoaL N _ ln a
98 MF 1260 4WD 40" HP turf fires $11,000 R i i FIRST T0 START, LAST T0 QUIT.
7316 VD 64 WMW 0-12° DPTH $14,000 Gor  Hockev  Soccer PR
Multi Spike 48" 10" DPTH $2700 11975 SW Herman Rd
Commercial Turf & Tractor 800-748-7497 Toll Free 800-936-6388 Fax 604-946-8690 Tualatin, OR 97062
www.commercialturfandtractor.com " i
Circle 141 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/2907-141 Circle 134 on card or www.oners.ims.ca,/2907-134

FAIRWAY MOWERS ’ MISCELLANEOUS
Ransomes 250 with 4 wd 2 . " 1 Core |

1999 Tara multipra 1100 s L inaray mowe s s 10 Son o ;
1250 hrs raven,electric P e I x np ire 4a ﬁ - 2 3 5 o 2 1 5 7
boom lifts $6500 > : " ar 4wed 30000 S | T . : "

1 him e 1598 Toro 5300 o

1500 hrs $7000 >> ! B 270 topdresser 7500 >> i
2000 Toro 5200 $10500 1998 Toro bl FO | .

e ; Rt 5 Cell: 440-454-0429
ROTARY MOWERS

2001 John Deere 4700 N - 4 Fax: 440-235-2157

witurf and Soil reliever

$30000 >

1999-2001 Cushman "

(EXaE By ' | 2793 Schady Road
rakes from $2500 >> ; | 5

GREENSMOWERS

Olmsted Twp., Ohio 44138

1997 Jacobsen HR5111 = n Dee 500

1600 his cloan 12500 3> £ & g 1999 Toro Rake-o-vac o ; b s :
L | proSTIO0>> : | WE SHIP WORLDWIDE

www.usedturfequipment.com

MUCH MUCH more JUST CALL US LAST when you are serious and ready to buy!

Call ahead with your equipment forecasts & save even more I

ATNE

FINANCING AVAILABLE EQUIPMENT REPAIR 4

Eaiienti RGRSALE
All photos are actual pictures of the equipment = Information changes daily

Circle 142 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/2907-142
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By Dr. Grady Miller, Environmental Horticulture Dept., University of Florida

RYEGRASS ON SOUTHERN
ATHLETIC FIELDS

I am an assistant athletic director in Mesquite, TX, a large suburban school
district outside of Dallas. We have five high schools and seven middle schools.
The pressure on our grass practice fields is very high, Can you discuss the pros
and cons of planting rye grass on the practice field in the off-season vs. allowing
the bermuda to going dormant and doing nothing other than regular maintenance.
Several of our fields are used extensively for soccer in the winter. Some have no
use outside of football season. Please share your thoughts. Thanks,

Scott Luce

his information will be printed too late to be beneficial this season but

I will be helpful in fall 2004. To overseed or not may be a personal prefer-
ence decision unless the field is getting moderate to heavy play during

the period of time when bermudagrass is dormant. If that is the case then the over-

seed can almost justify itself from a “protection” point of view. The decision may
also be based on economics.

they do not ensure a good transition. There is no doubt that overseed grass com-
petes with bermudagrass. With careful management and a warm spring, transition
may not be a problem. If we have a cool/wet spring then the bermudagrass can
really suffer. One also has to consider the increased cost of overseeding: seed,
additional fertilizer, additional water, additional labor (mowing), and additional fungi-
cides most years.

From a player's perspective, | have been told that grass stains can be a signifi-
cant problem on light-colored uniforms if annual ryegrass is used and to a lesser
extent with perennial ryegrass. Ryegrass tends to be a little slick, especially when
covered with dew. Coaches have probably overemphasized this point.

With overseeding, you are more limited on preemergence herbicides for annual
bluegrass control and you may have to time your last summer annual preemer-
gence program so as to not interfere with overseeding. Winter annual weed con-
trol will also be much more difficult if not impossible with overseeded fields.
Overseeding is time consuming. Overseeded fields have poorer traction than dor-
mant bermudagrass fields as long as there is bermudagrass in place.

If your season ends (and field use is curtailed)

PRO OVERSEED:

If the pressure on your field is high (as you men-
tioned) then the overseeded ryegrass can protect
the bermudagrass (to some extent) from traffic dam-
age. The heavy foot traffic will excessively wear the
dormant bermudagrass and you may lose some of
the plant crowns. Bermudagrass will typically regrow
in the spring from the rhizome (below ground stem),
but it makes regrowth slower. Worn dormant grass
introduces bare ground which is more subject to
wear and erosion, plus increases weed incidence
come spring/summer. Overseeded fields have a nice
blue-green color, different from bermudagrass, that
stripes very well. Many fans and some players like
this look. It holds line and logo paints very well. In
some cases an overseeded field may be more con-
sistent (for ball roll) than a worn bermudagrass field
during dormancy. If your non-overseeded field would
be worn to bare ground it could potentially be less
expensive to overseed than to re-establish you field
the following year.

CON OVERSEED:

Overseeding is disruptive to game fields two times
during the year. First, when the field is prepared for
overseeding it is disruptive (cultural practices to
plant). This is during a time when the field is usually about to come into play.
Second, during transition the field may go through a period of time when the rye-
grass is dying and looks unsightly. The bermudagrass is also trying to regrow and
to fill in bare areas which may give the field a mottled look. There are chemical
aids and cultural technigues for transition to try and “smooth” this transition, but
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around the first frost date (plus or minus a few
weeks) then | would not overseed that field. Low-use
fields during the winter will always look better the fol-
lowing spring/summer if they are not overseeded.
That may or may not be true of higher use fields. If
the field will be used heavily after the frost date and
before spring green-up, then you may not have a
choice if the wear cannot be tolerated. If the wear is
excessive the worn areas may have to be replaced
with sod after the season. If replacement needs are
extensive the sodding cost and downtime may justify
the upfront cost of overseeding.

If you decide overseeding is necessary for aesthet-
ics or for protection, consider adjusting your seeding
rates to meet your situation. If you can get by with
lower rates you will typically have a better transition
than when using higher rates. For instance, we often
use 6 to 7 pounds perennial ryegrass seed per 1000
square feet on football (season almost over when
bermudagrass goes dormant) versus about 12 to 15
pounds per 1000 sq ft on baseball (entire season
played during time when bermuda is 50 to 100 per-
cent dormant and has poor color). | would check with
your state's turf specialists to find seeding rates
appropriate for your region.

ST

GUESTIDNE" Send them to Grady Miller at the University of Florida,
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its all about
water!

Keeping your field
green, luxurious, and
playable is really all
about good water

management. = A
Multi-Flow Drainage
System helps you to
manage water wisely.
Because of its tall and
slim design, Multi-Flow
is more effective at
collecting water and more
efficient at relocating it to
unsaturated soil, ponds or streams.
Athletes expect to suit up, '
stretch out, and head out onto the
field without worrying about
playing conditions. With Multi-Flow
you can provide healthy turf by
keeping the right amount of water

in the right places.

MANAGING WATER FOR ABETTER LIFE

Contact Varicore Technologies for dependable drainage solutions.
800.978.8007 » service@varicore.com * www.varicore.com

Circle 135 on card or www.oners.ims,ca/2907-135



