Anahiem Angels 2002 World Champions
Head Groundskeeper, Edison Field E’

6 years with the Angels and 17 years in professional baseball. stabilizer

Stabilizer Ballyard Mixes® are
engineered for all levels of play.
Stabilizer is added to a mixture of |
sand silt and clay to help water
penetration, resulting ina more |
resilient and workable surface. |

\'_\ 1‘zef Ballyard P"Odu ct
Sy,

Mound Clay y

oNs Vs
SXED gy STABILIZER sOLUTl 5

Hilltopper Mound Clay® is used in ._
both the mound and homeplate =
areas. It is a polywmer coated clay
that is cohesive and binds right L
out of the bag. It remains pliable for | \viel $
reworking throughout the season. visit our website

for baseball & softball

www.ballyardproduets.com

stabilizer

Stabilizer natural soil binder mixed
with conditioners in front of home
plate keeps more infield hits
playable. This unique binder

can improve any soil or crushed i :
stone surface. :

L

s
Hilltopper Warning Track® is a mix of polymers and crushed stone fines.
C g C It is dustless, mudless, holds its color throughout the game and reduces - &
D n : ¥ S the use of water. ‘
Stabilizer Solutions, Inc. USA. toll free 800 » 336-2468
205 South 28th Street email: info @stabilizersolutions.com In ARIZONA tel 602225-5900
Phoenix, Arizona 85034 USA fax 602225-5902

Circle 100 on card or www.OneRS.net/301sp-100


http://www.ballyardproducts.coltt
mailto:info@stabilizersolutions.com
http://www.OneRS.net/301sp-100

MVP's

SOIL FUMIGANT

Basamid granular soil fumigant is the only granular soil
fumigant on the market, and is the quickest, most depend-
able way to achieve perfect turf, says manufacturer BAST'.
Basamid penetrates deep to sterilize
soil and eliminate virtually all
weeds, nematodes, grasses and soil
diseases. Reseeding to get new turf
off to a vigorous start can be done in BASF
as little as 10-12 days following

application. The nonrestricted, gran-

. o . \) 1
ular formulation of Basamid Basanjid | NEW HANDLES FOR BU NTON

requires no complicated application it Sod Eurmigant

; New Z-Control handles are available on
equipment or tarps.

BASF/B800-545-9525
For information, circle 156 or
see www.OneRS.net/301sp-156

Bunton Hydro and Gear Drive Professional
Walk-Behind Mower models. The new handles
feature padded, ergonomically designed han-
dles and operator presence controls that are
much easier to grip and provide greater positive
control over the mower operation while reduc-
ing fatigue.

Bunton Gear Drive mowers can be
equipped with a choice of fully floating
TufDeck decks ranging from 36- to 61-in. in

cutting width.
Accessories for both models include grass
catchers and the Mulcherizer mulching kit.
Textron Golf & Turf/888-922-TURF
For infarmation, circle 155 or
see www.OneRS.net/301sp-155

BETTER SEEDBED

First Products’ SEEDA-vator uses a patented
vibrating rotor to fracture the soil, resulting in a
better seedbed. The machine’s advantage is being
able to accomplish primary seeding and
overseeding using one machine, says
the company.

When overseeding, the vibrating
tines loosed the soil without
destroying established turf. In
primary seeding, the SEEDA-
vator prepares the soil without
other tools, saving lime and
money.

First Products,/800-353-8780
For information, circle 157 or
see www.OneRS.net/301sp-157
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Fresh start

like a fresh start, be it a new vear, beginning to work on the next issue of SPORTSTURF, or

teeing off on the back after three-putting the 9th green. Last fall 1 had a big fresh start you

don’t get too often when my family and I moved from the suburbs of Chicago to
Pennsylvania’s capital city, Harrisburg. This new beginning hasn't fully flowered as yet since I'm
living at my mother-in-law’s until February (only 53 more days as of this writing!) so have some
sympathy if you run into me during the STMA Conference and Exhibition.

It is high school football playoff season here and the newspaper’s coverage has included several
stories and columns about the playing surfaces involved. One Saturday morning game was post-
poned until Monday night because FOUR soccer playoff games were scheduled for the same field
that afternoon and we'd had some heavy rain. This same field hosted the football state finals 2
weeks later, played in frigid conditions less than 48 hours after a major snowstorm.

State championship games apparently used to be played on an artificial surface in Altoona and
the fan call-in section of the Patriot-News had yielded several callers asking “Why not play such
important games on best surface available?” A columnist ripped both the interscholastic organiza-
tion that runs the playoffs as well as those in charge of the natural turf facility hosting all these
games. I kept reading his pre-finals column expecting a comment from a PR person about how
tough it is to maintain a heavily trafficked, multi-sport field during a wet November but there was
none.

But in Sunday’s paper that same column’s headline was “Hershey’s field among winners.” This
piece credited by name STMA member Steve LeGros, stadium superintendent, and said of the
games, “Field condition was never a factor.”

Just another story in how “high profile” turf has become in the public’s eve. I doubt many
readers seek out such attention, but don’t be surprised if it comes your way some day. Any pressure
involved in turf management presumably rises with every promotion so your ability to deal with it
is important.

So as Old Man Winter flaps his coat hard enough that everyone feels his presence, many of
you I'm sure are champing at the bit to get going with your own fresh start, namely your fields this
spring. Good luck to all.

I look forward to the STMA Conference and a chance to meet more readers and find out what
you'd like to read about or see in SPORTSTURF, and encourage you to send me your stories, pic-
tures, ideas, or questions. And I also will need plenty of product and service news copy for upcom-
ing issues, so [ invite our advertising partners and STMA Commercial Members to send me mater-
ial as well. Enjoy the Conference, I'll see you there.

el s

Comments always welcome.
Call Eric at 717-805-4197,
email eschroder@aip.com, or write

PO Box 280, Dauphin, PA 17018.
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Greetings from

STMA Headquarters

s you read this, 2003 is already well under way. I hope it is off to a great start for you. As |
write this, there is still a little time to finish up some details in 2002. It is interesting that |
can't move ahead to where you are and you can’t go back to where [ am.

"The question, “If you had it to do all over again, would you do anything different?” has always
fascinated me. First of all, we can’t. What is done is done. The real answer to the question has to
be “It depends.” 1 would like to have enough information when I make a decision to assure myself
that it is the right decision. | also know that there have been times that I've come to the conclusion
that with what I know now, I'd have made a different decision. “It depends.” I'm human and |
make mistakes.

I believe that a much more relevant question is “If you had the opportunity, what would you
like to do that would provide for a better present, or future?” One possible answer to that question
is to do something to advance your chosen profession. One way to do that is to get involved in the
Association that is working hard to increase, in a very positive way, the awareness of the importance
of what you do. Individually, you are very passionate about what you do. I know. I've been fortunate
to meet many of you. I've talked with many more of you on the phone or read your emails. You
care about your fields and the athletes that play on them. If you don’t, or you didn't, you wouldn't
stay in this profession very long,

All T ask is that you consider reserving a small amount of your passion for advancing your pro-
fession through your active participation in the Sports Turf Managers Association. If we all pull
together we will all arrive at our destination much quicker and in much better shape.

If you have an STMA Chapter in your area, get involved. If you
don’t have an STMA Chapter close by, help get one started.

Get involved on the National level. Join. Get on a committee. Surf
the website, www.sportsturfmanager.com and correspond with other
TT]CTT]bCTS,

Offer to speak to local schools and service clubs about what it takes
to maintain a field in top playing condition and be pleasing to the eve.
Let them know that you do much more than “mow the grass.” If you
take this opportunity, don't hesitate to contact STMA Headquarters if
vou need some information or support materials to augment your talk.

Contact your local media and offer to provide information to them
on field conditions and what affects them. Be proactive. Avoid being
on the defensive if problems arise.

Share copies of this magazine with those above you on your orga- (% 4

nizational chart. me the savage thrashing Ofi:ugbvl i

: Offer suggestions to Headquarters on how STMA can be even
STEVE TRUSTY, - ;
STMA Execurive DIRECTOR more effective to you. i to the deep dNOtS Ofa WEEKend
If you are not reading this on your way to San Antonio because i gOlfer‘ one ofour36 Vaﬁeties
you didn’t make the necessary plans to be there this year, start planning now to be in San Diego ' will be the nght turfgrass

next January 21-25 for the 15th Annual Conference.

One of our founding fathers, George Toma, talks about the “and then some.” Many of you
have to do “and then some” on a regular basis. Just save enough of it to help you help your associa-
tion to grow. You will grow with it. Then, if someone asks you, “When it comes to STMA if you

.Call us today
had it to do over again, what would you do differently?” you can answer either, “I'd have gotten

involved sooner.” Or, “Nothing, I've done everything I could-and then some—to move STMA for- 888 NEW GRASS

ward in a positive way.” - : | 639, 4 727

for.your application.

Steve Trusty, STMA Executive Director

“Making a positive impact on your envirdnment.”
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0 determine what type of equipment should be in any sports turf manager’s equip-
ment fleet SPORTSTURF magazine asked several industry experts the following
two-part question about what constitutes a complete fleet:

What pieces (and brands) of equipment and tools do you feel are essential to your
job, and why is each piece important?

Abby McNeal, CSFM, assistant turfgrass manager, INVECSO Field @
Mile High, Denver Broncos

Today’s sports turf manager has so many pieces of equipment that are essential to his
or her work. Although I may have omitted a piece or two, the following equipment are
the pieces that I feel are important to have and are what we use to make INVESCO
Field @ Mile High a safe and aesthetically pleasing venue. These pieces are in no partic-
ular order of importance because collectively they are all important to us:

Lely Thatcher/Scratcher - This scratcher unit has spring-loaded tines that help lift up
the thatch and increase air and water penetration to the soil profile. It also helps the field
by “lifting” our Grassmaster fibers from the soil.

TurfSpecialist Dethatcher-Thatch Master - This thatching unit slices through the
soil surface creating air-channels and helps to remove the turf “snot” layer that accumu-
lates across the soil surface. The Thatch Master has variable depth control and variable
tine widths that allow us to control the openings that it creates. The Lely Scratcher and
the Dethatcher are our two primary pieces of equipment used to renovate the field after a
game has been played.

Toro Reelmaster 3100-D Sidewinder Mower - The sidewinder mower provides us
with the ability to change our wheel marks each time we mow the field, helping to
reduce compaction and wear from the equipment. In addition, these mowers allow us to
get the proper height of cut for our field and allow us to collect the clippings as we mow.

Toro Workman 3200 - Workman utility vehicles are used to haul and transport the
materials that we use on a daily basis. These utility vehicles are durable and dependable.

Toro Pro Core 660 Aerifier - This unit gives us the ability to aerify using a variety of
hollow and solid tine. Aerification helps to relieve the compaction that can be found on
an athletic field. The variable depth that the Pro Core has allows us to use it to prepare a
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seed bed for worn areas of the field.

Toro Topdresser 2500 - A top dresser allows us to apply a light topdressing of materi-
als to increase the traction of our field. The extra traction is beneficial to the players and
increases user satisfaction with the field.

Graco Line Lazer 11 3900 - A good painter is essential to our operation. To make the
grass area a football or soccer field we need a high quality painter. The Graco units are
reliable in all the conditions that we have to paint in.

Pro Gator with Broyhill Stadium 80 Sprayer - The Pro Gator gives us the necessary
turning radius, without tearing the turf, that we need while we are spraying our liquid fer-
tility products. The Brovhill Stadium 80 is a small but very effective sprayer that is well
suited to the volume of our spray applications.

Goosen Versa Vac - A vacuum aids us in debris removal from the field. This vacuum
has adjustable rubber tines that allow us to adjust the depth into the turf that they go to
remove debris. The unit has a large hopper that allows us to remove debris from about

73 of the field at a time, depending on how aggressively we have renovated.

Although I feel that the above equipment is essential, the most important piece of
equipment is a good hardworking staff. You can have all the equipment that you can
afford, but without a hardworking, educated crew, to help plan out the renovation and
daily operations and operate the equipment, the equipment will be of little use to you
and the field.

Dan Douglas, director of stadium grounds, Reading Phillies

I have a whole storage area of equipment I can’t do without. I'm quick to think that
the larger pieces of equipment are the most important, however, in most cases, they just
make my life a little easier. The $200 liner is as important as the $20,000 mower.

I spend some part of every day driving around on my 20-year-old Cushman. A utility
vehicle is the backbone of most operations. Utility vehicles are so versatile today that they
can be customized to perform just about any function. Before I acquired my Cushman
with it's hydraulic dump, I had to use a small tractor pulling a cart. I spent as much time
and energy unloading materials as I did loading them. The hydraulic dump saves time
and my back. During the season we have a trade deal with a local John Deere dealer. We
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_:_\:i_:ﬁtﬁ;;_._We hold some big events here at
_the Rose Bowl. The field has to be perfect
That's why we use Bull’s-Eye Bermuda.

—Darryl Dunn

Lets Talk Tutt. Gt i

Rose Bowl,
home of the Rose Bowl
Pasadena, CA.

WEST COAST

BuiL's-EYE _ \\»’f TURF

r
Just ask the pros! Bermuda Life is Short. Sod it!

* DEEP BLUE GREEN COLOR

* RESISTS SCALPING

* NO SEED HEADS

e BETTER IN SHADE

* EXCELLENT WEAR TOLERANCE

For details call 800/447-1840, or visit www.westcoastturf.com
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Sportsturf Machines

receive two Gators in exchange for advertising. These units are on the field in the lime-
light during pre-game while the old, ugly workhorse, the Cushman, stays behind the
scenes.

None of the equipment I use is very new. [ mow with a Toro 216 that is § years old.
The reels are belt-driven which I like because there are less hydraulic lines to leak. The
engine gave out this summer but that can be expected since it had more than 2,800
hours on it. I have my friends at a local golf course maintain the reels to ensure I get a
quality cut all the time.

[ have a pull-behind spray rig which is a true “rig.” The only original part is the trail-
cr. Over the years I have upgraded the pump, engine, tank and boom. The 15-foot-wide
boom lines up perfectly with the mower stripping so [ rarely have overlaps or misses. I
spend a lot of time maintaining the sprayer since one misapplication can tum into a
nightmare.

One final essential piece of equipment is one we do not even own - a tractor. We
again have a trade deal with a local company. Whenever we are undertaking a project,
the company will deliver a tractor with whatever attachment we may need, such as a
bucket, tiller, acrator or overseeder. A mid-size tractor is vital to all sports turf operations.

Steve Wightman, stadium turf manager, Qualcomm Stadium, San
Diego

The success of any business is based, in part, on having the right tools and equipment
for the job. The business of sports field management is no different. Proper tools and
equipment are essential in consistently achieving the best possible playing conditions for
each and every event faced by the sports field manager.

Various types and quantities of tools and equipment necessary for efficient and effec-
tive field management depend on many factors including geographic location, type of
sport or sports played, level of field expectations, labor resources and, of course, budget.

At the professional level of sports ficld management field expectations are extremely
high and in most cases, so are labor resources and budgets. This usually means that the

VERSATILITY

THAT SAVES
YOU MONEY

Don't waste your budget on
single use vehicles when a
Highlander Sport can do it all

with a complete [ine of Broyhill

3 WHEEL HYDROSTATIC DRIVE
12 MPH TOP SPEED
WRAP AROUND CARGO BOX
40" FRONT DOZER BLADE
ADJUSTABLE DEPTH CONTROL FOR CENTER ATTACHMENTS
MID AND REAR MOUNT HYDRAULIC LIFTS
EASY MAINTENANCE ACCESSIBILITY

Grounds Care Accessories.

The Highlander Sport worls with:

an : us at the STMA Show, Booth 501.
* Versa-tine e reng : '

scarifier / dethatcher

* Finger blade scarifier

* 74" Ball Field Finisher drag

¢ Fastliner Line Marker (shown)

* AccuAire flex-wing core '
aerator

» TerraRoller spiker / roller

* Rear hydraulic cylinder ports

Call Broyhill today to see all the ‘_'
ways the Highlander Sport |
will work for you!
1.800.228.1003 ext.34
www.broyhill.com

Highlander Spc
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field managers of Major League Baseball, the National Football League, Major League
Soccer and other professional sports have more at their disposal in terms of tools and
equipment.

Essential to any field maintenance operation is a reliable and versatile utility cart.
The cart should be equipped with wide floatation tires to minimize compaction on turf
areas. It can have either three or four wheels depending on the type selected, but a three
wheel is preferred if there are a lot of tight areas that need to be negotiated. It should be
capable of hauling and dumping materials and supplies, and the power and versatility to
pull various attachments and other non-propelled pieces of equipment. It should also
have the ability to transport at least two people in and around the facility.

Another important piece of equipment is a quality mower. Because we mow the base-
ball field every day the team is playing at home we need a reliable mower that provides a
high quality cut each and every day. Because we're mowing overseeded hybrid bermuda
at less than an inch we use a reel-type mower where height adjustments can be made eas-
ily and quickly. We use triplex riding mowers because the area we mow (2.5 acres for
both baseball and football) is small enough to require tight turns yet large enough for the
wider cutting width.

Due to the numerous types of events held on the playing surface at Qualcomm
Stadium, an aerator is another essential piece of equipment. Compaction is one of the
biggest problems we face each year, and aerification is a major part of our management
program, We use a cam-driven core aerator with open tines that enter and exit the surface
at near vertical. This minimizes the disturbance of the surface allowing for quick recovery
from the aeration process while providing an effective penetration that allows for com-
paction relief and enhanced water movement. Almost any aeration process will be effec-
tive in reducing compaction and enhance water movement but due to a very busy field
schedule this type of aerifier works well for us.

An important tool that will forever be in my toolbox is a quality rubber l-inch hose
with a versatile nozzle. Of course, the water capacity supplied to the field should be capa-
ble of accommodating the volume and pressure necessary to properly operate a 1-inch
diameter hose (80 to 100 psi). The length of the hose should be long enough to conve-
niently reach all areas of the infield from the quick-coupler locations yet short enough for
one person to handle. Typically, a l-inch hose that is 85 to 100 feet long will meet the
above requirements if the quick-coupler valves are properly spaced.

"The nozzle should be capable of allowing the water to be shut off, opened slightly for
small amounts of water to flow, adjusted to provide a high-velocity stream for sweeping/
cleaning, a rose-type spray for gentle watering and a greater volume flow for heavier
watering.

Kevin Bevenour, grounds supervisor, Gettysburg College

The main thing is a quality mower tha fits the job one is asking it to do. We use a
Jacobsen 5111 for most of our playing surfaces. It gives us what we're asking for, a good,
quick, neat cut. This unit easily changes cutting height when needed. We use a Hustler
Super Z for fields that have borders or smaller offfield areas to turn in. Coaches and
players are constantly asking for fields to be cut more regularly and at lower heights.
These two mowers give us the advantage of a quick cut without excessive wear from the
equipment.

The second piece would be a sprayer. This is used to apply wetting agents, biostimu-
lants, herbicides and fertilizers. Foliar applications are readily absorbed by the plant,
which in turn produces a better quality stand of turf. We use a Hardy boom sprayer. To
go along with that is a spreader. We have found the Vicon to work the best and it gives a
nice even coverage.

Another thing to have is an aerator. We usc the Soil Reliever, which is a deep aerat-
ing machine that can either pull cores or just simply poke holes. This is used to aid in
moisture penetration into the root zone and to alleviate compaction. Grass roots grow in
air, not in soil or water.

Lastly, you need to put seed into the ground. We use a Land Pride sceder for that.
Our seeder is equipped with curved cutting blades at a 2-inch spacing, Getting the seed
in the ground provides cover and allows new seedling to mature.

We use a John Deere 1070 tractor to power all of the equipment except for the
mower. Its wide gear range helps us to easily obtain a consistent ground speed while
operating at the desired rpm.

There are all kinds of equipment out there, but basically we are asked to manage the
lifecycle of the turf. You have to cut it, feed it, nurse it back to health, and provide rein-
forcements when it dies. These five things, a mower, aerator, seeder, spraver, and spread-

ST

er help you do what needs to be done to ensure a quality turf.
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