
"Every member of the
crew knows the driLL:
If no one is on the
fieLd, grab a rake and
hit the edges."

- -

door action some time in late November. Christmas break runs through
December into early [anuary, and the cycle bcgms again.

The GMU turf crew works at the baseball field for a minimum of 5 hours
every day the field is in use. Sullenberger says, "We use the S:Hl1C attention to
detail for practice preparation as we UOin our game day prep. \\ic water the dirt
as needed to keep the consistency just right. We use our tractor {or the infield
dragging, doing each step separately. plll1ing first the spike, then t1[(cnail and
finally the mat drag. We do the mound and horne plate work iunnedietcly after
games, tarp them overnight, and do our final prep early 1I1 the morning. ',Ve'll
also do this touchup work 011 practice days. By 9:30 am the turf is generally dry
enough for clltting. We stripe at every mowing. \Ve gradually adjust the height
of cut from l-l/Z-indles early in the season up to 3-inches 11l the hottest part of
the summer, back down to 2 inches for fall and winter. We pauit lines every
other day. Vle also drag the infield and work the mound and home plate on the
practice infield each day. All this is wrapped up by 11:00 am on practice days,"

Sullenberger has put together his own infield nux to deliver the perfor-
mance factors he's after. So, after using calcined or vitrified clay products to get
the field game ready in wet conditions, the crew may shovel out those areas the
next day ami rework the dirt to retain the desired consistency. Several times a
season the crew will till up the infield skin, box blade it, and rework it. They'll
also dig out the mound and rebuild it several times during the season to insure
the best possible playing conditions.

"During the season, the infield dirt kicked into the grass creates a lip. The
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turf crew and baseball team rake the infield dirt from the grass every day to
reduce the chances of bad hops and injuries," says Sullenberger. "Every mem-
ber of the crew and the team know the drill: If no one is out on the field, grab a
rake and hit the edges. We'll also hose out the edges periodically and occasion-
ally roll them .

. "From February through M<lY,an inch of grass per week is edged out of the
entire infield to reduce the lip and to make the transition from infield to grass
smoother and more even. At the end of the season, we sod around home plate
and the baselines. "1'his reduces the diameter of the home plate circle and the
width of each baseline, setting up the field for the season-long edging out
process."

Residential areas and woodlands border the campus. The neighborhood and
GrvlU have developed an almost family type relationship. People take walks
around the campus; [leer, birds and other wildlife take shelter among the trees.
Twice each year, a neighborhood prcmc j, held on the softball field. In return,
the neighboring families walk the campus on pickup detail four times a year.
CrvlU has initiated all outreach prograrn for the children of families in nearby
public housing facilities, providing them with free access to the CI'vIU sports
camps.

Sullenberger s<-Jys,"1 can't say enough about the administration here, they're
terrific. Their outreach programs are just one example of that. They stand
behind our program 100 percent ant] have put then- trust in us. Their support IS

what has enabled us 10 grow and move forward."
Perhaps the most unique feature of the baseball field is the sports turf crew

that maintains it. The pitching coach for the Patriots Baseball team works on
the crew. So do several former eMU players now playing in the minor leagues
who have a love for the game and now a unique respect for and pride in the
park. Each player on the team arrives early on r81ny days to pull the tarp,
squeegee, drag, rake, carry sand bags, and bags of calcined clay whenever neces-
sary.

Sullenberger's enthusiasm ami commitment are so contagious, the crew
can't help but be motivated. In fact, that altitude radiates to all those around
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Field of the Year

him. 11110'sports turf crew will cheerfully move mats for the cheerleaders or pro--
vide help for a stalled car in the parking lot. The administration \ViIIsurge onto
the field to pull tarp at his call for help ..And, as he's quick to point out, his wife
Heather is not only his top supporter, she's ;]150 cClught his enthusiasm for the
field and will set aside her law books to pull tarp or even set bases.

Just as the constant attention to detail builds field endurance, Sullenberger
insists on the same performance level mnong the crew. He says, "All the players

on my crew have to work (JU! four times a week, either hit the gym or run.
We're just like <Inathletic team. Our performance counts, so we treat each day
like the fourth quarter of a football game. I really believe that failing to
prepare is preparing to faiL" ST

S11ZTru~ty is communications director for the STMA. She can be reached at
800-323-3875

SpuhLer FieLd maintenance program
March
Early season maintenance as needed and weather permits.
Deep tine aeration using 1-inch hollow tines with penetration 7-

8inches in depth
Mat drag to break up and work in plugs
Mowthree times per week at 1-1/2 inch height of cut"
Fertilize with 20-4-10, 15 50-pound bags
Overseed with perennial ryegrass-bluegrass mix at 7 pounds per

thousand squared feet
Control products applied only as needed following standard IPM prac-

tices (March - October)

April
Fertilize with 0-0-50 sulfate of potash
Mowthree times per week at 1-1/2 inch height of cut"
Core aerate, deep tine aerate with needle tines, or slice turf (As

often as needed - and possible with field use schedules. April-
October)

May
Fertilize with 14-0-25, 92 % MESA,1.8% Fe, SOP,at the rate of 1.15

pounds of N per thousand square feet
Mowthree times per week at 1-1/2 inch height of cut"

June
Fertilize with 15·2-5, 40 % MESAwith .2 % Merit, at the rate of 1.15

pounds of N per thousand square feet
Mowthree times per week at 2 inch height of cut"

July
Fertilize with 14-1-14, 50% Milorganite, 50 % MESOP,at the rate of

1.15 pounds of N per thousand square feet
Mowthree times per week at 2-1/2 inch height of cut-

August
Fertilize with 14-1-14, at the rate of 1.15 pounds of N per thousand

square feet
Mowthree times per week at 3 inch height of cut"

September
Fertilize with 14-1-14, at the rate of 1.15 pounds of N per

thousand square feet
Mowthree times per week at 2 inch height of cut-
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October
Fertilize with 19-0-19, 62% MESA,at the rate of 1.15 pounds ofN

per thousand square feet
Mowthree times per week at 3 inch height of cut"

November
Fertilize with 19-0-19, at the rate of 1.15 pounds of N per thousand

square feet
Mowthree times per week at 2 inch height of cut, weather permit-

ting*
Late November, blowout irrigation lines and winterize pump house

December
Hope for insulating blanket of snow

January 14th -
First day of practice season
Daily field maintenance begins -

including spike drag, nail drag,
mat drag, raking, watering and
tamping

February
Daily field maintenance con-

tinues - including spike
drag, nail drag, mat
drag, raking, water-
ing and tamping

"Ihe turf always is
mowed on game
days, and is
double cut
if conditions
and time
allow it.
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Introducing the Sentinel Global Irrigation System.
The future is unpredictable. But that doesn't mean you can't be prepared

when it arrives. That's because the Sentinel gives you the ability to utilize

additional features as you need them or upgrade to a complete central

control system. All without adding a middle manager or additional

hardware. For more information, contact your local Toro representative

or visit us at roro.com.

C;PGle 060 on card or WNW.oners,ims.ca/207B.o60



In & On the Ground

How to get
•U1C reen-u

It'Strue: sports turf
managers like cars
that are fast, runners

that are fast, and fields
that green-up fast when
they need it to grow

Whether it is getting
a quick start on a field
in spring or fast rebound
coming out of the sum-
mer slump, there 15 no
single answer to mak-
ing grass gymv. Listen
to a cross-section of
professional managers,
however, and you'll get
some good ideas. Two
1Il particular st<JTIlI out:
first is a proper fertility
management program.
The other is judicious
use of turf tarps.

BY CHRIS HARRISON

Fertility
"Start out by

plltting down 1.0 to Columbus crew Stadium
1.5 pounds of N in
November," advises
Ohio Shlk University sports turf extension specialist Pamela Sherratt. Her rec-
ommendation is for fields on a latitude with Columbus. Farther north, that
schedule should be stepped up. Farther south, it can be pushed back to early
December.

"You want to apply a quick-release nitrogen source," Sherratt continues.
The idea is to get plants to take up N quickly, but not use it for growth. The N
is stored for the following season,

Darien Daily, director of stadium grounds for the Columbus (OH) Crew
Stadium, recommends using urea and iron "if you're on a budget," His pro
soccer stadium is a bluegrass base with ryegrass overseed.

"We use a granular 32-3-10 with 3% iron, 50% slow release," Daily says.
"We apply 2 pounds per 1000 1Il November or December, usually after the
completion of our season. Vv'ethen apply the same granular product the first of
March."

Once grass starts to green up, Daily lowers the 1000vmg height from 1 3/8-
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inches to 1.125 inches.
"We mow the pitch and
then raise the mowing
height back up," he
says, "} found that drop-
ping the mowing height
thins out dead and
brown leave blades.
When new growth hap-
pem, it gives the
appearance of a greellcr
pitch."

Another tip to
reduce stress on the
field IS to rotate the
location of team drills.
Spring baseball prac-
tice and summer line-
man drills hurt grass
just when it needs to
be its greenest.

Make it easy for
the coach to change
the location of the
drills, even to provid-
mg stripmg on the
field in alternative
locations. Use a good

fungicide in the spring to help the program ulong.
In addition to the nitrogen hit, Sherratt recommends applymg potassium

for winter hardiness. A 3-1-2 complete fertilizer or a 2-1-2 will do the trick.
"We've seen a good 14-2\ clay advance on spring greell-up with this pro-

gram," Sherratt says.
Jftirning is off, the biggest downside is the loss of the N. In long grass, it

leaches. In shorter grass it could burn the leaves, but the grass will rebound.
With a good late fall progr:J.m, there is no need to apply more N until May,
Sherratt says.

Tarps
There is no doubt in Daily's mind that a grow tarp will make all the differ-

ence 111 the world for getting grass growing in tough conditions.
The stadium is home Major League Soccer's Columbus Crew. It is fair to

say that the 22,555-seat facility is the most extravagant monument to the
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It's hard to go wrong when you're choosing between two new warm-season turlgrass varieties as outstanding

as Sealsle 1Seashore Paspalum and TifSport Bermudagrass, These two new patented cultivars can only be sold
as certified sod or sprigs, and only by a member of a select group of licensed growers. Our top_-quality producers
have agreed to a stringent set of production practices. This means the grass you buy from a Florida, Geor2;ia or
South Carolina grower is going to be the same grass you buy from a Texas or California grower. And it'll be the
same 10 years down the road. Ifyou're involved with the installation or on-going maintenance of a sports field,

youll really appreciate how these turfgrasses compare to Tifway 419 and the other older varieties inuse today.

While Sealsle 1 is similar in texture and wear tolerance to hybrid bermudas,
it may offer a number of important advantages. First and foremost, it can
handle multiple stresses: prolonged drought, high salt levels, waterlogging
and extremely high or low soil pH levels. Secondly, SeaIsle 1 can tolerate
most types of alternate water sources, including wastewater, effluent, gray
water, brackish water, and even ocean water. It requires less irrigating, less
fertilizer and only minimal pesticide applications when compared to other
warm-season cultivars. It also bandles cloudy
conditions and the low light intensity of domed ~
stadiums extremely welL That's why it was such Se'fllsl
a good choice for the Houston Astros' new field. ".
Take a look at its pluses and specify Sealsle 1
for your new sports field or renovation project.

Certified SeasiIfllf Paspalum
www.seaisiei.com

Looking for a bermudagrass that can stand up to the stress and demands
of big-time sports, to the wear and tear of football and soccer cleats, to the
punishment of baseball slides, dives and spikes? Relax; you've found it.
TifSport also has outstanding color, disease resistance and cold hardiness.
In fact, TifSport is performing with flying colors in stadiums as far north as
FedEx Field in Landover, Maryland, on up to the Ravens' PSI Net Stadium
in Baltimore. If you're a sports turf manager, you know what's important
for a playing field - outstanding density, turf strength and turf quality. You

_ need a grass that recovers quickly from

TIFS~·-day-in-and-day-out abuse. That's just
what TifSport has been bred to do.

'\'" Be sure to ask for TifSport by name.
It makes an attractive, dark green turf.

CERTI FIEq .~E RMU DAGRASS
www.titsport.eom
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In & On the Ground

progress of soccer 11l the
U.S. lt offers a cornbina-
tion of European atmos-
phere ami traditional
American amenities.
But it is the field that
counts.

"Use a grow tarp,"
Daily says unequivocal-
ly. "\Ve use Evergreen
from Covennaster." The
tarp is used like a green-
house. "We have five
sections that cover our
entire 102,564 square
fed," he continues.

Daily bas a word of
caution. "Watch out for
frost," he says.

Boyd Montgomery,
groundskeeper for
Sylvania Recreation
near Toledo, 01-1, is sold on tarps, too. He told listeners at the Ohio Turf
Conference that he has a half dozen tarps which he puts together to make one
good cover.

[f the pnrpose of a grow tarp is simply to serve as a temporary greenhouse,
why not put down some clear plastic and simply toss it at the end of the sea-
son? Montgomery does not see any percentage in that

"A 60-foot by 200-foot tarp will cost you about $1200, he says. "It's a good
tool and worth the money."

THATCH MASTER
FINE TURF VERTI-CUTS

Now
available
in 72"
Width

BENEFITS
Along with other management practiced, regular verti-cutting is a

tool that can help to maintain or create a World Class field.
It does this in several ways:

1. Cuts booth stolons & rhizomes creating growth and a thick. lush turf.
2. Removes excess thatch allowing gas exchange and facilitating water infiltration.
3. Creates seedbed for overseeding.
4. Helps transition by thinning out overseeded grass and stimulating growth of the

underlying turf.

Turf Specialties, Inc
1-800-201-1031

Cipcl" D&2 Dn c8pd OP WWW.oners.ims.ca/207B-062
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Keep in mind that
grow tarps are not solid
sheets of plastic. They
are made of a woven
material that allows heat
und water to pass
through

"Most grow tarps
come with a 5-year war-
ranty," Montgomery
says. Divide the cost by
even that minimum life
expectancy and it really
is less costly than plastic
... without the disposal
problem.

Daily agrees. "If
things are tight, choose
one area of the field
that needs it most and
use it there." If there IS

only one tarp, try it first
at midfield between the hash marks. Or, on a soccer field, put a tarp by the
goal mouths.

"We did an experiment, just covering the center of the pitch and we found
that we had a huge green-up under the cover," Daily says. The weather deter-
mines if he covers or not. "If we are going to get.a long period of cold or frost,
we will cover so that we can keep the green longer."

Of course, not all stadiums are in the north. III the Southern United Stutes.
Bermudegrass is the turf of choice. "On Bermurlag:rass, lightly paint with
Green Graphics or Lesco Green," advises Tom Burns, grounds manager with
the Texas Rangers, Arlington, TX.

The playing surface of The Ballpark is Tifway 4 I 9 Bermudagrass. The sod
was growil Oil a farm in Granbury, TX, and was laid III 4xlQO foot stnps on the
field in October 1996. Drainage lines are laid every 15 feet over the entire
field. The playing surface is then covered by 4-5 inches of pea gravel and 14-15
inches of sand rmxturc as the field is expected to have the capacity to drain 9-
10 inches of water per hour.

The field's irrigation system 3110wsthe entire outfield to be watered from
one station, producing 750 gallons per minute or 50,000 gallons per hOUT,as
compared to 18,000 gallons per hour in Arlington Stadium.

If money were tight. Burns S3yShe would buy a single grow tarp and move
it around, and making the infield the first place to cover.

Burns says tarps are handy for germinating seed. "A good tarp will speed
germination by 50 percent or more," he says.

However, a tarp is not something a manager can roll out and forget. Once
outside temperature reaches 60 degrees, the tarp should be pulled.
"Remember, if it is 60 degrees an temperature, that means under the tarp it is
70 degrees," Daily says.

Burns agrees. "If you keep a tarp down more than a few days, you're going
to have problems with pythium and a broad spectrum of patch diseases," he
warns.

Burns offers two further bonuses to using a grow tarp on newly seeded
areas. First, they keep birds away. In areas where birds are troublesome, this
alone can be worth the price of the tarp.

Second, tarps minimize erosion. Tarps cut both water erosion and wind
erosion.

Storage is not a big problem. "We roll them up on 4-inch drainage tubes,"
Daily says. "I would suggest that people use a larger diameter tube, say 18-24
inches, to roll the tarps. \Ve use the tubes because we have a forklift to move
them around the stadium. People without fork lifts can fold them up and han-
dle them by hand," he adds. "They are not that heavy."

Final tips
Sometimes it is tough to get grass green in August, Just before the start of

Continued on page 26
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The precise and steady r le~ BCMU®gives turf manag~s consistent-results with any aepLigI..R9J1ratt:or. interval while building a
solid nitrogen base. Its Lowsalt index with almost non-existent burn potential make it the safe choice as well.

When you consider all the important features and benefits of a nitrogen source, no other competitor compares to BCMU<PIts
unique balance of short, intermediate and long methylene urea chains creates a product that is the best of all worlds and an
outstanding value.

Combine that with the efficiency of Meth-Ex®technology and you have a nitrogen source that stands alone. BCMUwith Meth-Ex
technology has a high nitrogen activity index, which means that more nutrients are

available when the plant requires them while "banking" some for Lateruse.
BCMU'Mis found only in UHSSignature Brand Fertilizers and have been

tested and used with outstanding results for years. Find out why the best
fertilization program should be an easy balancing act for the smart tuff manager.

For more information, contact your local UHSrepresentative

www.uhsonLine.com United
Hcrticultural SUpply.

<!l BCMUis a registered trademark oj United Hartiwltura/Supply ® Meth-Ex is 0 registered trademark of Lebanon Seaboord Corporation

Circle 063 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/207S-oS3
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In & On the Ground

DARK PERENNIAL RYEGRASS
Hawkeye Perennial Ryegrass is one of the darkest perennial rycgr2ss

available from Seed Research of Oregon. It IS specially lJfcd for its excellent
winter color and red thread resistance. Unparalleled endophyte material
was used in Hawkeve to insure insect resistance.

Hawkeye's dark green color makes it ideul for a variety of turf
applications. Hawkeye has shown superior WC2f resistance

and recovery, In;Jking it perfect for sports fields whether
overseeded into dormant bermudagrass or blended with
other perennial ryegrasses.
Seed Research of Oregon/BOO-253-5766 or
For information, circle 200 or

see www.oners.ims.ca/2078-200

Perennial RvegrassTURF REINFORCEMENT,
EROSION CONTROL

North American Green offers a complete line of
CTOSlOll control blankets and turf reinforcement
mar, fOTdealmg with vegetation establishment and
erosion problems on athletic fields. The products
arc lighnveight anrl easy to use. The blankets and
mats keep topsoil and seed in place while assisting
with permanent vegetation establishment. The
cornponv's temporary erosion control blankets, ideal
for protecting and revegetating slopes and drainage
swales, are available with either photodegradable or
100% organic netting options.

North American Green/800-77.2-.2040
For information, circle 160 or
see www.oners.ims.ca/.2078·16Q

•

I.=

Meet Beacon's New
Dry Uneup i-
Beacon's new Streamliner
35 and 70 units feature:

• heavy-duty steei trame
and molded plastic
hopper

• retractable handles tor
easy storage

• enhanced chaik
granulation

• variable flow control
permits precise metering

• easy change from 2" to 4" lines
• best string line guide in the industry
• optional aerosol paint

liner available on Streamliner 70......-'-'-"'----

Ciro::le064 lin card or- www.lIners.ims.ca/2078-064
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HYDRO MULCH SOLUTIONS
Profile Products LLC, manufacturer of

Terra-Mulch and Conwed Fibers hydraulic
mulch, announces the introduction of
ProPlus Hydro Mulching Solutions, D com-
prehensive line of hydraulic mulch additives
designed to optimize revegetation by meet-
Illg a diverse range of specific site conditions
and agrononuc challenges,

Formerly marketed under the Profile
name, ProPlus Hydro Mulching Solutions
has been expanded mto a line of mulch
ingredients. TIllS expansion entails re-pack-
aging of the additives with new, easy-to-fol-
low instructions for greater convenience.

Profile Products LLC/800-.207-6457
For information, circle 171 or
see www.oners.ims.ca/2Q78-171
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