
Sales Turf Care Professional
East Coast distributor of nursery stock,
seed, fertilizer, & other turf products for
golf course, athletic fields, & parks prof.
mrkt, seeks industry professionals for
NO.NJ/So.NY. Candidates must have an
excellent record of recent exp in selling to
the prof turf mrkt, or recent exp as a Turf
Mgr w/excellent product knowledge.
Please submit resume w/references in
strict confidence to:

Northern Nurseries, Inc.
1695 King S1.

Enfield, CT 06082

Washington National Cathedral has an immediate
opening for anAthietic Field/Turf Specialist.

Manages the care of athletic fields of associated
high schools and all turf on the 62-acre property.

four to five years work experience in turf
management, with supervisory experience, prefer-
ably on a athletic field. Degree in turf grass man-
agement and experience with irrigation and chemi-
cal application on turf and ornamentals. Ability to

obtain a pesticide license, operate
variety of turf and grounds equipment and

work scheduled overtime.

Excellent salary and benefits. Send cover letter and
resume to Washington National Cathedral, Human
Resources, 3101 Wisconsin Ave., NWWashington,

DC 20016 or fax: 202-537-5661

The City of Shreveport is seeking a candidate to
fill the position of Division Manager in the Special
Facilities Division of the Department of Public
Assembly and Recreation. This qualified candidate
would possess a Bachelor's Degree in Sports
Management, Business Administration, or a related
field. The successful candidate will have five (5)
years administrative experience in personnel and
budget management. Significant experience in
stadium and game day operations is essential.
An understanding of High SChool, NCAA, and pro-
fessional sports rules and regulations would be a
plus. The qualified candidate will be responsible
for the management of Independence Stadium,
home of the Sanford Independence Bowl, and
Fairgrounds Reid, home of the triple A Shreveport
Captains Baseball Team.

An outstanding compensation and benefit package
is available. All application packages should
include a cover letter, a current resume, a certified
college transcript, and three letters of reference.
All application packages are due August 15, 2000
at Expo Hall, 400 Clyde Fant Parkway, Shreveport,
LA 71101, attn.: Shelly Ragle. For further
information please contact 318-673-7779.

Advertiser's Index
Company Page
ABllrrigation 20
Aerway 25
Bannerman Ltd 5
Becker-Underwood, InC•................................ 30
Broyhill Co. . 15
Colbond Geosynthetics 29
Covermaster, Inc 14
Delta BlueGrass Co 31
Diamond Pro ................•.................. 15,42,44
First Products Inc. . 13
Goossen 39
Goulds Pumps/ITT Industries 19
Grant Sport Fields 35
J.C. Whitlam Manufacturing Co. . 28
Jaydee Equipment Co 30
John Deere 2-3
John Deere 16-17
John Deere 22-23
Partac Peat Corp.lBeam Clay 10
PortaFloor 21
SISIS Inc. . 32
Smithco, Inc. . 36-37
Laser Leveling Inc 24
Stabilizer Solutions, Inc :' 32
Thomas Bros. Grass' 26
Toro Company .43
Turf Specialties, Inc. . 24
West Cost Turf 9
World Class Athletic Surfaces, Inc 10

sports-TURF· http-:liwww.sporsturfonline.com

VERTI-DRAIN
Nation's #1 VERTI-DRAIN distributor has
overload of trade-in VERTI-DRAINS. Model
305.200's priced from $7995. Excellent for
sports fields and fairway applications. All in
good running condition. Will completely
rebuild for additional cost. Call today.
Commercial Turf & Tractor

800-748-7497

This position requires minimum of 5 years
experience in public works, sport facility, park or
school construction. Ideal opportunity for growth
for a driven, proactive, goal oriented person in

diverse and expanding construction environment.
Strong communication, organizational skills and
ability to work with clients and owners in all
aspects of project. Computer skills should

include Excel,Word and CPM scheduling. Salary
commensurate to experience. Excellent benefits.

Send, fax or e-mail resumes to :
RobertA. Bothman, Inc.

650 Quinn Avenue • San]ose, CA 95112
(408) 279-2277/phone • (408) 279-2281/fax

jweaver@bothman.com
Check out our website at www.bothman.com

call Chris Dziubla for Classified
Rates and Information

(B47) 427·2035

sporfsTURF Sales Territories
CT, DC, DE, IN, MA, ME, MI, NH, NJ, NY, OR, PA, RI, VT

Paul Garris
35 Greenbriar,Aurora, OH 44202

(330) 562-2512 (330) 562-3512 (fax)
pgarris@mail.aip.com

AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NM, NV, OR, UT, WA, WV
Rebecca Nelson

21351 Falkirk Lane, Lake Forest, CA 92630
(949) 455-1219 (949) 455-0449 (fax)

rnelson@mail.aip.com

AL, AR, FL, GA, KS, KY, lA, MD, MS, NC, OK, SC, TN, TX, VA, WY
Deanna Morgan

2565 N.ArborTrail, Marietta, GA 30066
(678) 445-5211 (678) 445-5611 (fax)

dmorgan@mail.aip.com

lA, IL, MN, MO, NE, ND, SD, WI
Colleen Murphy

Millennium Marketing Group, Ltd.
2028 N. Stanton Ct., Arlington Heights, IL 60004

.c;- ~847)590-1162 (847) 590-1163 (fax)
cmmurphy@earthlink.net

Jeff Boulden
Group Publisher

2101 S.Arlingt0l)Heights Rd.,
Suite (50,

Arlington Hei~ts, IL60005
(847) 427-2056

(847) 427-2006 (fax)
jboulden@rruliLaip.com

Ellen WiUiams

Marketing Research Manager
2101 S.Arlington Heights Rd.,

Suite 150
Arlington Heights, IL60005

(847) 427-2011
(847) 427-2006 (fax)

enorton@mail.aip.com

Wayne Boyles
Group Business Manager

2101 S.Arlington Heights Rd.,
Suite 150

Arlington Heights, IL60005
(847) 427-2036

(847) 427-2006 (fax)
wboyles@rruliLaip.com
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BY DR. DAVE MINNER, PH.D., ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

Have Questions?
SEND THEM TO DAVE AT: ISU, HORTICULTURE DEPT., AMES, IA 50011

I read about the east coast getting
hammered by the drought and
water restrictions last summer. It
looks like it may be our turn here
in the Midwest this year. How can
I prepare my fields for drought and
water restrictions?

Each year parts of the country
are affected by dry conditions.
Thunderstorms occur sporadically
throughout each state to give local
and temporary relief from dry condi-
tions. A good soaking rain that slow-
ly delivers at least 1 inch of water
over the course of a few days is
always welcomed to recharge deeper
soil moisture reserves. Non-irrigated
turf in one county may thrive while
the next county may already be expe-
riencing summer dormancy and turf
browning from complete lack of rain-
fall. The "luck of the draw II concern-
ing rainfall can seem very unfair, but
the reality is that you need to pre-
pare each year as if you will be expe-
riencing annual drought and possible
water restrictions.
There are two basic scenarios that

develop with sports fields and summer
drought. The first scenario involves
"holding" a field. This occurs when you
are satisfied with the amount of turf
cover and your summer time traffic is
not excessive. Under these conditions
you can actually develop a strategy to
deal with drought and restrictions.
With adequate turf cover it is not nec-
essary to force excessive growth with
additional water and nitrogen fertility.
Avoid the temptation to irrigate in the
spring just to get grass growing. Allow
it to green up naturally. Start to irri-
gate only after there are obvious signs
of turf wilting that lasts for more than
one day. In the spring, atmospheric
water demands are low and moderate
wilting does not damage the turf. In

fact this creates deeper rooting and
plant cell structure that is more toler-
ant of dry conditions. Hardening the
plants in the spring and early summer
gives your grass the best chance to
survive water restrictions and then
recover when water is again available.
The second scenario is more com-

mon and it involves the situation
where you are trying to force the
growth of grass to recover from past or
current traffic. Under these conditions
you will be using more nitrogen and
frequent watering to avoid wilt. Some
areas may even contain seedling turf
from annual renovation.
Unfortunately, grass in this lush condi-
tion has very little drought tolerance.
As water is restricted these "pumped
up" areas will be the first to wilt, tum
brown and die. Forcing growth and
recovery in the summer may be the
only practical time that you have to
recover the field, however; just remem-
ber that a sudden cut off of water, as
with local bans on field watering, can
spell disaster for lush turf Sand-based
fields are also kept in a somewhat lush
condition, because of the increased
nitrogen and watering they require for
sand fields. Sand fields can usually
only store enough water to last two or
three days and they have virtually no
drought tolerance should water restric-
tions be applied. Completely restrict-
ing water on a sand-based field would
rapidly kill the grass and render the
field useless until grass was sufficiently
reestablished.
The following tips were given to me

by Dan Douglas, KAFMO Chapter
president, concerning the drought and
water restrictions experienced in
Pennsylvania last year. Contact your
local water authorities to determine
what the details are on any existing
emergency water restriction plan.
After doing this in the Midwest I found

that the Department of Natural
Resources and each city water manag-
er have a "water priority plan" that is
somewhat vague, and in many cases
turf irrigation was given the same pri-
ority as other outside uses like washing
your car. Local water authorities have
welcomed information about the nature
of sports fields that will allow them to
make a more informed decision con-
cerning water restrictions. Some of the
points to stress include:
• Without water, fields become

excessively hard and result in unsafe
playing conditions that lead to can-
cellation of events.
• Cancellation of games, tourna-

ments and other field-related events
can generate substantial loss of rev-
enue to the city and surrounding
businesses. In addition there will be
the added cost of replacing the fields
to the original condition--and that
means sodding.
• Develop a water conservation

plan that shows the gallons of water
that will be saved.
• Separate metering for field irri-

gation is beneficial so that the city
can monitor water use. A written
watering plan may need to be filed
with the local police so that they can
also enforce monitoring.

An adage commonly used among
sport field managers is "failure to plan
is planning to fail." Scheduling irriga-
tion is something that you plan very
carefully because it meansso much to
field management. Organize through
each STMA chapter and meet with
your local water authorities to develop
an effective plan that reduces the
strain on water supply during drought
but also allows for safe playing condi-
tions on your athletic field facility.
See the September 1999 Q&A in
sportsTurf for more information on
preparing for drought. •
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