
Rain Bird's 18-ft. Variable Arc Nozzle
(VANS) are designed to cover a longer
radius and odd-shaped and specialty
areas. Adjustable from 0 to 360
degrees, the 18-ft. nozzles comple-
ments the existing 4-, 6-, 8-, 10-, 12,
and 15-ft. VAN nozzles. Rain Bird
Sales, Inc.-Turf Division
Circle number 135 on postage-free card

Mesh-based Fence Panel

Signature Systems introduced a
portable fence panel designed for ath-
letic events, sport fields, and event
venues. The panel is constructed from
round versus square tube PVC.
Instead of rigid pickets, the panel
employs a plastic mesh, which is
stretched in the fence frame. A rotat-
ing supporting leg system allows for
compact and easy storage and instal-
lation and flexible foam enable panels
to be connected to each other quickly.
Signature Systems, LLC
Circlenumber 139 on postage-free card

Chemical Delivery System
The 300-gallon SprayTek tank is both
chemical and impact resistant. The
unit features: . A 10-gallon deep suc-
tion sump to prevent pump starvation
on varying terrain and when the tank
begins to run low.. Tapered shape and
integrated baffles offer increased load

control. . V-8 venturi jet agitators with
interchangeable ceramic tips provide
an even chemical mixture. . A tank
pump directly mounted to the engine
with a heavy, 56-pound electric clutch
reduces the chance of costly hydraulic
leaks. Textron Turf Care And
Specialty Product
Circlenumber 137 on postage-free card

Visit Our Web Site Today ...

www.sroseed.com

What's New-
• Announcements
• Articles

Profile-SRO
• History
• Research Philosophy
• Seed Production
• Service

Contact-
• SRO Corporate Office
• Professional Turf Centers

Products-SRO & Royal Lines
• Golf Course
• Sports Turf
• Native & Reclamation
• Lawns

Distributors-
• USA
• Canada
• Overseas

Resources-
• The Seed Researcher
• Technical Specifications
• Links
• Library
• Photo Gallery
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Circle 126 on Inquiry Card
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� PRODUCT SHOWCASE

Water Reels

Kifco has introduced two models to their popular line of Water-Reels.
The new BII0 and B180 extend the product line to ensure there is a
Water-Reel to fit your needs. Machines are compact, easy to use,
operate unattended, and shut off automatically. They are suitable for
all types of sports turf and are easily transported from one area to another.
Water-Reels combine outstanding features that come from more than
25 years of traveling sprinkler engineering.

Kileo, Ine.
P.O. Box 290, Havana, IL 62644

PH: (309) 543-4425 FAX: (309) 543-4945
http://www.kifeo.eom

Circle 127 on Inquiry Card
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Vigaroot
It is in the Bag with Vigaroot

Heat stress, insect and disease pressure all take their toll on your
turf. Vigaroot is a new turfgrass management tool designed to
help reduce stress and stimulate root growth through enhanced
water and nutrient uptake. Vigaroot's dry formulation combines
humic acid, seaweed and yucca extract, beneficial bacteria,
and fully chelated iron, zinc and manganese. Vigaroot is packaged
in a premeasured foil bag to provide easy use and ensure longer
shelf life and stability.

Becker Underwood, Inc.
800·232·5907
801 Dayton Ave
Ames, IA 50010

www.bucolor.com Vigaroot is a trademark of
Becker Underwood, Inc.

Circle 128 on Inquiry Card
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• '96 Olympics Stadium • Baltimore's Camden Yards· Birmingham's Legion Field • Orange Bowl
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Proven Field Success
For 45+ years, southern turf nurseries has
been providing premium turfgrasses for a

~ wide variety of sports fields. Sodding,
tr;

sprigging and row planting are all methods
available to satisfy your budget guidelines in a

t timely manner. Find out more about our
ez

C.A.T. and PDAT drainage systems to
complete your sports field proj ect.

stn sports is a division of
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c
~

i~southern turf nurseries ~
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~:<-(Farm locations in: AL, FL, GA, NC, VA; Chile')
(800) 841-6413 • Fax (912) 382-5301

www.southernturf.com-~~
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• Kattemaya Golf Club. Egypt· Palm Beach Polo Fields· Univ. GA (A) Sanford Stadium· LSU •

'Proud partner of the STN2000 'Natural Grass Rug' system.

Calli (800) 817-1889 use Fast Fax #1310100 and/or Circle 131 on Inquiry Card

TYPAR® TURF BlANKETS

1)par® Iiuf Blankets retain wannth, which enhances germination
and growth and helps protect turf from winter kill. The blankets
also protect from wind and desiccation, retain moisture and
allow sunlight, air and water through to the soil. Made of spun-
bonded polypropylene, Typar Iurf Blankets are tough, durable and
tear resistant.

TMSG, Inc.
1155 Kildaire Farm Road, Suite 102

Cary, NC 27511
800-455-3392

Fax: 919-468-8748

Circle 132 on Inquiry Card

Enkamat Flatback®
Surface Protection That Makes Sense

Enkamat Flatback" is designed to protect natural turf
athletic fields during rock concerts or other social events. The
unique three-dimensional nylon matrix and flat surface allows
turf to stay beautiful and green even after constant foot traffic.
Easy to unroll. Reusable time and again, season after season.
Available in widths up to 12.5'. For more information contact:

Colbond, Inc.
(formerly Akzo Nobel Geosynthetics Co.)

P.O. Box 1057 • Enka, NC 28728
Phone: 828-665·5050/800-365-7391 • Fax: 828-665-5009

E-mail: tom.robrecht@colbond.com Internet: www.colbond-usa.com

Circle 129 on Inquiry Card

sports TURF• http.//www.sporsturfonline.com
(

SISIS TILTH N' SE~ED

The SISIS TILTH N' SEED is a fast economical
tractor drawn seeder with a wide range of seeding rates,
down to 0.1oz. per sq. yard. The rakes create a good
tilth and the rear roller firms the surface after seeding.
The working width is 64 ~ in. - hopper capacity
7.8cu.ft.

SISIS Inc
PO Box 537

Sandy Springs
SC29677

Phone: 8642616218 Fax:8642616932
Website: www.sisis.com

Circle 130 on InquiLy_Gard
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Sports~
"Iurf JIItIInrtJ.

Managers AssocIation Get Serious With STMA
SP9rts~

"Turf JJIIiriI\[
Managers Association

Application for Membership

The Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA) is an organization of professionals representing all segments of the sports turf industry. Our members
work to combine the science of growing turfgrasses and the art of maintaining sports turf to produce playing fields that are both safe and aesthetically pleasing.

STMA provides members with a variety of benefits, including: educational opportunities; support for sports turf research; facilities tours; a nation-
al awards program; job hotline; access to the STMA National Conference & Exhibition; complimentary subscriptions to Sports Turf Manager and sportsTURF
Magazine; and MUCH more!

If you're serious about the sports turf industry, then it's time to become a member of STMA. Join today!

Member Information
Name _
Title _
Employer _
Type of Business _
Address _
City/state/zip _
Phone Fax _
E-mail Address _
Signature _
Referred by _
(STd99)

Membership Category (please check one)
I - Professional Sports Turf Facilities Managers
II - Four-year Colleges and Universities Sports Turf

Facilities Managers
III - Other Schools Sports Turf Facilities Managers
IV - Parks & Rec. Sports Turf Facilities Managers
V - Commercial (US or International)
Va - Additional from same Commercial Company
VI - Student (full-time w/valid ID) (non-voting)
VII - International (other than commercial)

(must be in US dollars)
VIII - Research, Teaching & Cooperative Extension

Personnel
Chapter Dues (Call Headquarters for amount) $ _

$ 85

$ 85
$ 85
$ 85
$ 295
$ 50
$ 20
$ 85

$ 85

Total amount enclosed $

Please enclose payment in U.S. dollars (check, money order, Master Card, Visa, Discover or American Express)
and send to:

Sports Turf Managers Association, PO Box 3480, Omaha, NE 68103-0480

For more information, contact STMA Headquarters at
800/323-3875, 712/366-2669, fax: 712/366-9119 or e-mail: SportsTMgr@aol.com

"Promoting Better and Safer Sports Turf Areas"
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ADVERTISERS. INDEX CLASSIFIED ADS

Sales Turf Care Professional
East Coast distributor of nursery stock, seed,
fertilizer, & other turf products for golf course,
athletic fields, & parks prof. mrkt, seeks
industry professionals for NO.NJ/So.NY.
Candidates must have an excellent record of
recent exp in selling to the prof turf mrkt, or
recent exp as a Turf Mgr w/excellent product
knowledge. Please submit resume w/refer-
ences in strict confidence to:

Northern Nurseries, Inc.
1695 King St.

, Enfield, CT 06082

, FL,

AR, CO, KS, MO, ND, NE, NM, OK, SD, TX, WY
Larry Anderson

17733 Bernadine St., Lansing, IL 60438
(708) 418-3196 (708) 418-3197 (fax)

land rsoruem

AK, AZ, CA, HI, ID, MT, NV, OR, UT, WA, Western Canada
Rebecca Nelson

21351 Falkirk Lane,.e Forest,CA 92630
(9 219 (~49) 45 ax)

elson@lt!.r4,il.aip.c

,VA,

i'm',
Colfeen Murphy

Millennium Marketing Group, Ltd.
306 E. Sunset Dr.,Arlington Heights, IL 60004

(847) 590-1162 (847) 590-1163 (fax)
cmmurphy@earthlink.net

Jeff Boulden
Group Publisher

2101 S.Arlington Heights Rd., Suite 150,Arlington Heights, IL 60005
. (847) 427-2056

(847) 427-2006 (fax)
jboulden@mail.aip.com

Ellen Norton
~Marketing Research Manager

2101 S.Arlington Heights Rd., Suite 150,Arlington Heights, IL 60005
(847) 427-2011

(847) 427-2006 (fax)
enorton@mail.aip.com
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Mowing for Speed?
Have questions? Send them to Dave at ISU,
Hart. Dept., Ames, L4 50011.

by Dr.Dave Minner

IOften get asked if the speed of a
field can be controlled by particu-
lar turf management practices.

Immediately this topic brings to mind
one of the greatest quotes
that I have ever heard by a
football coach, and I wish I
could remember his name
because I have used this wis-
dom many times over. We
were discussing various
types of field surfaces in a
planning meeting to decide
what type of field to build.
After considerable discus-
sion by the turf consultants
concerning field speed one
coach, who had said noth-
ing, stood up and said "speed is in the
player, not the field." Well, that
promptly ended the field speed discus-
sion and we ended up building the
best type of grass field they could
afford without regard for field speed.

surface for comparison among play-
ers. A hard track surface would pro-
duce an even faster time, while most
natural grass surfaces produce slower
times. Likewise, different conditions
produce various speeds on natural

of age. Students were timed in the 40-
yard-dash on grass growing at three
different heights: one, two, and three
inches. Surprisingly there was no sig-
nificant difference in player speed for
any of the three mowing heights. In

"Speed is
in the player,

not the field."

Just remember, some coaches may
be smarter than you think. Coaches
may not know the grass growing part
very well, but they sure know what
they want out of a player and a field.
Since they are the main user of the
field you need to develop a good rela-
tionship with the coach that includes
understanding their specific expecta-
tions in a field. If field speed is not an
issue with the coach then don't worry
about trying to manage for a faster or
slower field.

Coaches that time players in the 40-
yard-dash can probably give you a few
pointers on what type of surfaces pro-
duce the fastest times. Players are
often timed on synthetic ·turf, such as
AstroTurf, because it produces the
fastest times and provides a consistent

46 January 2000

grass fields. Firm and dry fields are
faster than soft and wet fields. The
mowing height or length of grass has
often been considered as a variable
that can be managed to change the
speed of the field. Most players and
coaches think that longer grass pro-
duces a slower field. Consequently, if
they have a fast team and want to gain
an edge for their team, they may
request that the field be managed at a
lower than normal mowing height, (ie,
one inch). On the {lip side if a coach is
playing a faster opponent then they
may request that the field be mowed at
three-plus inches. This perception,
and resulting change in grass man-
agement, is rather common in sports.
But is it true?

I thought so, until I ran into Kevin
Trotta last month at the New York
State Turfgrass Conference in
Syracuse. Trotta is the Head Grounds
Manager for North Rockland Central
School District in Thiells, NY. He con-
ducted a study with 20 high school
athletes ranging from 13 to 17 years

this study mowing height did not effect
player speed. Like the coach said,
"speed is in the player, not the field."
Trotta's study on mowing height and
player speed is currently under review
for publication by the Journal of Turf
Management.

I'm sure that some grass fields are
faster than others. However, if this
study holds true then speed is influ-
ence by factors other than the length of
the grass. In this case, player speed
should not be a factor in determining
mowing height. Choose a mowing
height that grows the best grass and
leave the speed to the players. Grass
length can have a dramatic effect on
ball speed in sports like soccer and
baseball. So don't worry, the home
field advantage is going to be around
for a while. '&

David D. Minner, PhD, is an asso-
ciate professor with the Department
of Horticulture at Iowa State
University. He also serves on STlIdA's
Certification Committee.
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