Rookies

Rookies

Rookies

Lk .

il

Rain Bird

Sales, Landscape Drip Division
970 W. Sierra Madre Ave.
Azusa, CA, 91702

Tel: 626-963-9311

Fax: 626-812-3411

For more information circle 154,

Herbicide and Fungicide
Applicator
Rowdome Controlled Droplet

Applicator uses a spinning-disc rotary
atomizer to produce evenly distributed
spray droplets for the application of
herbicides and fungicides. Designed
specifically for use on row crops, the
applicator features a hinged-shield
design that expands and contracts
from 28 to 39 inches to automatically
adjust to different row widths. The
combination of controlled droplet

application and a hinged shield pro-
duces low-pressure, low-volume, cov-
ered applications, which minimize
chemical waste, environmental conta-
mination and the operating down time
necessary to refill tanks,

Bubco

Bruce Pharr

816 B Black Diamond Way

Lodi, CA 95420

Tel: 209-365-0101

For more information circle 155.

Compact Riding Mower

Tiger Cub is a zero-turn rider with
deck sizes ranging from 40- to 52-inch-
es wide, allowing it to maneuver
through narrow gates and onto crowd-
ed trailers with ease. With a choice of
five engines and a mowing speed of 10
miles per hour, the Tiger Cub can cut
up to 23 acres per day. It comes with
a three-year warranty on decks and
spindles and a two-year warranty on
engines, hydraulic drive systems and
electric clutches.

Scag Power Equipment

Cheri Strange

P.O. Box 152

1000 Metaleraft Dr.

Mayville, WI 53050

Tel: 920-387-0100

For more information circle 156.

Nutrients

TurfVigor combines beneficial
microbes with slow-release nutrients
to encourage turf growth, stress toler-
ance and general turf health. The
combination of microorganisms,
organic nutrients, essential micronu-
trients, soluble humic material and

sportsTURF = http.//www.sporsturfonline.com

marine kelp extracts to trigger the
synthesis of essential growth factors
and regulatory elements simplifies
and enhances turf maintenance. It is
tank-mix compatible with a variety of
fungicides and growth regulators,
which makes application safe and
easy. Available in 2 1/2-gallon con-
tainers or 15-gallon drums, TurfVigor
is an environmentally sound product
containing no regulated compounds or
re-entry restrictions.

Sybron Biochemical

Jeff Howard

Product Mgr.

111 Kesler Mill Rd.

Salem, VA 24153

Tel: 800-788-9886

Fax: 540-389-9364

greenreleaf@sybronchemicals.com

For more information circle 157.
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continued from page 6

on athletic fields, but at least we
will know it’s a natural game action
and not bad maintenance.

Turf grows by the inch and is
killed by the foot. There have never
been truer words spoken. ﬁ

Floyd Perry is author of three
books: The Pictoral Guides to
Quality  Groundskeeping: I—
Covering the Bases; [I—There Ain't
No Rules; and HI—Maintain it
Easy, Keep It Safe. He also pro-
duced two videos: The ABC’s of
Grounds Maintenance: Vol 1,
Softball; and Vol. 2, Baseball. For
more information, call: (800) 227-
9381, or visit bis Web site:
www.gms.simplenet.com.

A hidden sewer cap on an athletic field can lead to a series injury and potential lawsuits.

sportsTURF SALES TERRITORIES

CT,DC.DEW.M%MLNH,NJ.N_'LOH,MRLW
Paul Garris
35 Greenbriar, Aurora, OH 44202
(330) 562-2512  (330) 562-3512 (fax)
pearris@mail aip.com

AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NM, NV, OR, UT, WA, WV
Rebecca Nelson
21351 Falkirk Lane, Lake Forest, CA 92630
(949) 455-1219  (949) 4550449 (fax)
rnelson@mail.aip.com

AL, AR, FL, GA, KS, KY, LA, MD, MS, NC, OK, SC, TN, TX, VA, WY
Deanna Morgan
2565 N, Arbor Trail, Marietta, GA 30066
(678) 445-5211  (678) 445-5611 (fax)
dmorgan@mail.aip.com

IA, IL, MN, MO, NE, ND, SD, WI
Colleen Murphy
Millennium Marketing Group, Ltd.
306 E. Sunset Dr., Arlington Heights, IL 60004
(847)590-1162  (847) 590-1163 (fax)
cmmurphy@eartblink.net

._
Jeff Boulden Ellen Norton Wayne Boyles
Group Publisher Marketing Research Manager ‘Group Business Manager
2101 5. Arlington Heights Rd., Suite 150, 2101 S.Ardington Heights Rd.. Suite 150 2101 5. Arlington Heights Rd., Suite 150
Arlington Heights, IL 60005 Arlington Heights, IL 60005 Ardington Heights, IL 60005
(BAT) 4272056 (847) 4272011 (847) 427-2036
(847) 4272006 (fax) (847) 427-2006 (fax) (B47) 427-20006 (fax)

Jboudden@mail.aip.com enorton@mail.aip.com whoyles@mailaip.com
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HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

Sales Turf Care Professional
East Coast distributor of nursery stock, seed,
fertilizer, & other turf products for golf course,
athletic fields, & parks prof. mrkt, seeks
industry professionals for No.NJ/So.NY.
Candidates must have an excellent record of
recent exp in selling to the prof turf mrkt, or
recent exp as a Turf Mgr w/excellent product
knowledge. Please submit resume wirefer-
ences in strict confidence to:

Northern Nurseries, Inc.
1695 King St.
Enfield, CT 06082

VERTI-DRAIN
Nation's #1 VERTI-DRAIN distributor has
overload of trade-in VERTI-DRAINS. Model
305.200's priced from $7995. Excellent for
sports ﬁeldgr;nd fairway applications. All in
good running condition. Will completely
rebuild for additional cost. Call today.
Commercial Turf & Tractor
800-748-7497

Estimator/Project Manager

Superior Hydro-Seeding has a position open for an
individual with public and private works
experience.  Applicant must possess skills in:
math, computer use and communication and
should be knowledgeable of construction
schedules, deadlines and details. Good salary and
incentives. Please mail or fax your work history to:

Superior Hydro-Seeding

250 W. Riverside Drive

Watsonville, CA 95076

(831) 763-2023

GLOBALSEEDS.COM
Order seeds online -
Sales of Lawn & Turfgrass Seeds
All grass seeds available. -www.grassseed.com
Commercial sales @
www.globalseeds.com
Toll Free (888) 820-2080

FOR SALE
Used Turf Maintenance Equipment
1993 Toro Hydroject
1988 Brouwer Reel Gang Mower
1990 Scags 60" Mower
1989 John Deere AMT 622
1991 Honda F501 Roto-Tiller
1988 Jacobsen J-55 Backpack Blower
Cub Cadet 126 Tractor (no attachments)
Contact Daryl Cole
Channahon Park District
815-467-5621

ADVERTISING

Does the work for you!

Athletic Field Marking Paint
Ready Mixed Latex Formula
Economical
Water Clean-UP
Only available in white
Pricing: 25-5 gallon pails/pallet
1 pallet-$17.00/pail, plus freight
Quantity Discounts Available
Muralo Paint Distributed by:
Clearview Chemical
Phone# 877-592-3500
Fax# 631-454-8036
E-mail: clrviewoil@aol.com

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX
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Pro quality at the
high school level

am looking for information on reno-
vating baseball and softball fields,
specifically the grass areas in the
infield and outfield. This is an existing
field, which has not had much mainte-
nance over the last few years, My
biggest concern is that the ground is very
lumpy and uneven and could be a stum-
bling or bad hop hazard. It presently has
a very good stand of grass. I guess I'm
wondering if topdressing would be an
alternative?
Neil Olson
Sports Turf Manager
Community Schools, Boone, Iowa

m looking to buy a walking reel

I‘mower for my baseball infield, but all

can find are putting green mowers

that won't mow taller than 1/2 inch. Got
any suggestions?

Michael Krone

Director of Grounds

Missourt Baptist College

umpy fields for baseball and

softball make you look bad as

a grounds manager and cer-

tainly get the players and

coaches wondering why they
can't have a smooth field. There are
many areas of the field that can become
uneven and this could lead to dangerous
trips and bad hops.

Lips can be a problem at any place on
the field where the dirt area meets the
grass. The dirt collects in the grass and
a bump can build up so high that your
infielder needs a latter to get the cutoff
throw from left field to home (an actual
complaint I heard from a coach). Poor
dragging technique and wind are the
biggest culprits in making lips. Most of
you already know of this problem and
have ways of dealing with lip prevention
and renovation. Check the smoothness
of the transition area between the dirt
and grass by placing your heels in the
grass and your toes on the dirt. Close
your eyes and rock back and forth from
heels to toes. Don’t call me if you get shin
splints.

The general grass areas of many high
school and park facilities can also
become very bumpy and uneven. Winter
heaving, worms, sunken trenches, patch
sodding, and clumps of grass are typical
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situations that make a field bumpy. I'm
talking about 1- to 2-inch depressions or
bumps that are sometimes less notice-
able because you are mowing at 2 to 2 1/2
inches with a rotary mower. If you can
switch to a reel mower then you can mow
at a lower height and also get a continu-
ous rolling effect from the mower.
Triplex-type mowers can be used for the
entire field, or if you really want to look
like the pros then consider a walking
mower dedicated to the infield grass.
Some of you have tried using walking
greens mowers, but they usually have a
maximum cutting height of 1/2 inch. I
have been complaining that there are
not enough walking reel mowers that
are made specifically for baseball cutting
heights of 1/2 to 2 inches. I seldom give
specific product recommendations, but
there are only two mowers that I have
found that meet this need;
Mclanemower.com and
nationalmower.com have walking reel
mowers in this height range that are
reasonably priced and will have you
mowing the infield like a pro. Let me
know . If there are others and I will be
happy to support them as well.

In order to lower the mowing height
you will need to get rid of those humps
and bumps. Here's a simple little pro-
gram that even the low budget programs
can afford. The material cost is about
$300 per infield for sand and seed—you
need to supply the coring, dragging and
other labor. The following can be applied
to the entire grass field if desired; how-
ever, I present it as another example of
concentrating your resources to manage
the “field within the field.”

In this case, the most precious real-
estate is the 86 by 86 foot infield that is
part of the whole field. You can be the
smooth hero or the bumpy villain. This is
a simple way to show that you really can
manage a field just like the pros. Your
goal is to get the infield as smooth as a
pool table, or maybe a putting green. It
is best if you have automatic irrigation
because you will want to lower the mow-
ing height to show off just how smooth
the field is. Scalp the field with a mower
to get all the grass debris off and expose
the bumpy surface. A walking rotary
mower set at about 1 inch or lower will
do just fine. This is a stress on the grass,

but seldom kills it. Choose a time when
you have about one to two months to
allow the field to recover with minimal
play. Hollow core as much as you can
stand it, 3/4-inch tines on 2 1/2-inch cen-
ters should be your goal. Remove the
cores if possible or grind them up with a
verticutter. Topdress with approximate-
ly 1/2 inch (18 tons for the whole grass
infield area) of medium to coarse sand
(minimum of 60 percent between 0.25
and 1 mm).

You may need more sand, especially if
you remove the cores. The goal is to have
enough loose sand or soil on the surface
to be able to drag the surface and fill in
the low spots. With one session you can
smooth out all the depressions that are
less than 3/4-inch deep. Another coring,
topdressing and dragging may be needed
to smooth the field to your desired expec-
tation. A leveling drag made out of
heavy angle iron can be used. Others
have used four straight 4 by 4 by 10
square landscape posts with the corners
of each post facing down to spread the
sand. Depressions greater than 1 inch
may need to be hand-filled with sand
and smoothed. Two workers on each end
of an aluminum concrete screed can level
an infield in no time at all. Tape rebar
rods to the aluminum screed if you need
to add weight. A final drag with a flexi-
ble steel mat will give a smooth finish to
your renovation. Seed and fertilize
before and after topdressing to insure
good coverage. Use the highest recom-
mended rate for a new seeding. Seed can
also be drilled or sliced into the final sur-
face. Add water and get ready to mow.
Mowing height for a premium cool sea-
son infield can range between 5/8 to 1 1/2
inches, while bermudagrass can tolerate
heights from 3/8 to 3/4 inches.

So, if your infield is like a bumpy pas-
ture, take a day and turn it into a smooth
and fast surface. You can consider your
project a success if the hitting coach
“loves ya baby,” but the pitching
coach...well, just raise the mound for the
pitching coach.

David D. Minner, PhD, is an associ-
ate professor with the Department
of Horticulture at Iowa State
University. He also serves on STMA's
Certification Commiltee.
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Most Valuable Player.

HERITAGE" Fungicide.

The Right Choice for Quality Turf.

l eading off the line-up of disease

control products this year is

HERITAGE fungicide with its broad

spectrum disease control and these

winning points:

Provides preventative and

curative activity

Controls a broad spectrum of tough
turfgrass diseases including brown
patch, Pythium, take-all patch, summer
patch, anthracnose and leaf spot

Only systemic strobilurin

Reduced risk to environmental

resources
Low-risk toxicological profile
Extended spray intervals, low use rates

Enhances turf quality

ZEN ECA Professional Products

Always read and follow label directions carefully.
HERITAGE® is a registered trademark of a Zeneca company.

D 2000 Zeneca Ag Products Inc. Zeneca Prof

Circle 136 on Inquiry Card

| Products is a business of Zeneca Ag Products Inc.

HERITAGE fungicide for a
winning turf season in your disease

management program.

For more information, contact your
authorized Zeneca Agent, or call
Zeneca Professional Products Toll
Free at 1-888-617-7690. Labels and
MSDSs available 24 hours a day, seven
days a week via Fax on Demand.

Please call 1-800-640-2362.

www.zenecaprofprod.com

JMHeritage

ZPP-HER-057



