PRODUCT SHOWCASE

TYPAR® TURF BLANKETS

Typar® Turf Blankets retain warmth, which enhances germination
and growth and helps protect turf from winterkill. The blankets
also protect from wind and desiccation, retain moisture and
allow sunlight, air and water through to the soil. Made of spun-
bonded polypropylene, Typar Turf Blankets are tough, durable and
tear resistant.

TMSG, Inc.
1155 Kildaire Farm Road, Suite 102
Cary, NC 27511
800-455-3392
Fax: 919-468-8748
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Premium Field Paints * Graphic Stencils & Logos
* Graco & Trusco Stripers

Bulk & Aerosol
Turf Colorants
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1-800-748-9649
Fax: 662-686-9977
www.wridclass.com * info@wrldclass.com
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PRO’S CHOICE - SOILMASTER

e

Designed to meet the challenges of wet, dry and compacted
infield conditions, SOILMASTER, a unique kiln hardened mineral
contains a carefully balanced mixture of highly absorbent par-
ticle sizes. This desired blend of course-to-fine granules creates
a porous soil profile for better drainage, quick absorption of
excess water and improved infield playing conditions.
Along with the White Sox, SOILMASTER, is also the choice
of the Brewers, the Yankees, the 97 Champion Marlins and
many other major and minor league teams.
For a truly effective and long lasting infield conditioner
make your choice the PRO'S choice......... SOILMASTER

PRO’S CHOICE, INC.

P.O. BOX 70
Barrington, IL 60010
(800) 648-1166

Circle 123 on Inquiry Card

Jaydee Drive Liner

The Jaydee Drive Liner is a self-propelled riding line marker. The
35-gallon paint tank carries enough marking material for a
complete game field, or several practice fields. The 2-gallon flush
tank cleans the discharge lines for work breaks, travel, or
overnight. The center or side-mark spray shields are always
operator-visible. A nearly zero turning radius reduces or elimi-
nates back and turn maneuvers,

Jaydee Equipment Company
202 East Joliet Highway, Box 278
New Lenox, IL 60451-0278
TOLL FREE: 1-800-443-3268

Circle 125 on Inquiry Card
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POND AND LAKE LINERS
Buy direct from fabricator
20, 30, 40 mil PVC, Hypalon, HDPE
& Polypropylene.

Custom fabricated panels. Material only,
Material & Supervision or
Complete Installation Service available.
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(800) 524-8672
1062 Singing Hills Rd.
Parker, CO 80138
(303) 841-2022 FAX: (303) 841-5780

FOR SALE

Athletic Field Marking Paint
Ready Mixed Latex Formula
Economical
Water Clean-UP
Only available in white
Pricing: 25-5 gallon pails/pallet
1 pallet-$17.00/pail, plus freight
Quantity Discounts Available
Muralo Paint Distributed by:
WRS Inc.

Phone# 888-646-1427
Fax# 516-454-8036
E-mail: jerryunion@aol.com

Irrigation Service Technician and Crew
Leader

Montgomery Irrigation has immediate open-
ings for Technicians and Crew Leaders in
both Maryland and Northern Virginia.
Applicant must have excellent communica-
tion skills and be committed to customer
service. Excellent compensation and bene-
fits. Call 800-538-2326 or fax your resume
to Tim 703-803-8003.

Skokie Park District seeking a
Park Specialist | to maintain parks,
athletic fields, & playgrounds.
Must be a resp. adult w/H.S. diplo-
ma or GED. Grounds keeping exp.
or training required. Must posess
leadership qualities & have a valid
driver license & posess or have
ability to acquire EPA pesticide
applicator license & CDL w/in 6
mos. of hire. Resp for operating
small to heavy equip. incl. string
trimmers, push & riding mowers,
chain saws, tractors & trucks. May
be resp. for supervision of a crew
of laborers. Perform a variety of
maint. duties incl. trash collection,
reycling, weed control, planting,
mowing, snow & ice removal.
Excellent benefit pckge w/free
access to waterparks, ice rinks,
olf course, & fitness center.
ontact: John Gacki, 7701 Skokie
Blvd., Skokie, IL 60076. 847/674-
1507 x12. Fax# 847/674-8675.

Skokie Park District seeking a Park
Specialist Il to manage an onsite daily
turf maintenance prog. Must be a resp.
indiv. w/@ least an Assoc. degree in
agronomy, horticulture, landscaping, or
turf mngmnt. Plus 3 yrs. of progressive
exp. in park/grounds maint. Must pos-
sess strong leadership qualities & have a
valid drivers license & possess or have
abilit to acquire EPA pesticide applicator
license & CDL w/in 6 mos. of hire. Duties
incl. seeding, acration, top dressing, fer-
tilization, pesticide application, irrigation
systems operation & repairs, sodding &
assistance w/daily horticulture functions.
Must have thorough knowledge of turf
maint., horticultural practices, equip. &
tool usage in relation to turf & landscape
use. Must also excel @ plant I.D. & able
to maintain accurate records & reports.
Excellent benefit pckge. w/free access to
waterparks, ice rinks, golf course, & fit-
ness center. Contact: John Gacki, 7701
Skokie Blvd, Skokie, IL 60076. 847/674-
1507 x-12. Fax# 847/674-8675.
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

DVH ATHLETIC TURF SPECIALIZES IN FIELD
RENOVATIONS OF ATHLETIC FIELDS OF ALL
TYPES. DVH ATHLETIC TURF IS IN SEARCH
OF AN EXPERIENCED INDIVIDUAL TO BE
THEIR LEAD MAN IN THE FIELD. YEAR
ROUND WORK, BENEFITS AND 401K PLAN.
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL
LARRY GEORGE AT 1-800-942-0314 OR FAX
RESUME TO (609) 427-9684. RELOCATION
TO SOUTHERN N.J. (PHILADELPHIA AREA)
WILL BE REQUIRED.

FAX BLAST

The Horticulture Industry's new Fax Blast Program is a quick and
cost-effective way to:

« Announce a new product or service.

e Sell an overstocked item.
¢ Remind your customers abou
professfonal meeting.

e Induce your customers
a booth or social event.

company has received.
+ Send a publicity release.

e Survey your cU

t a business or

to attend a trade show.

rable reviews your

stomers’ needs.

Reach more than 35,000 magazine readers from /rrigation Journal,
Outdoor Power Equipment, Arbor Age, sportsTURF
and Landscape & Irrigation who buy and use the products and
services that you offer. Target your marketing efforts by tailoring the list by
the magazine readers’ job title, type of business and by state. Find out how
you can fax your one-page message to your best prospects by calling Amara
Kpandeyenge at 847/427-2039 or fax 847/427-2037 for more information.
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Have questions? Send them to Dave at: ISU, Hort. Dept., Ames, IA 50011.

by Dr. Dave Minner

Many East Coast sports field man-
agers have been expressing the same
drought-related concerns lately: “We
have experienced severe lack of rain
this summer, and now we are under
water restrictions. Some restrictions
call for no watering of our soccer
and football fields. The fields have
become so hard that we have had to
cancel games. What can we do, and
what should we expect in terms of
grass recovery if it ever rains again?”

irst, remember that rain can
Fbe very local. One town may

receive no rain, while another
town only 50 miles away may have
several brief showers to keep the
grass growing nicely.

On the other hand, certain parts
of the country can experience more
prolonged periods of dry weather
that can lead to drought and water
restrictions. It’s difficult to predict
which summers will be excessively
dry, so in most cases it's warranted
to treat each summer as if it’'s going
to be a drought.

Here are a few tips to keep grass
alive during dry summers:

* Mow as tall as possible to shade
the ground and promote deep root-
ing. Mow cool-season grasses, like
Kentucky blue, perennial rye, and
tall fescue, at 2.5 to 3.5 inches.

Warm-season  grasses, like
bermuda, tolerate dry conditions
quite well. Mowing at 2.0 inches will
help them during extended dry
periods.

* Water deeply and infrequently
during the spring and prior to dry
conditions. This will allow your
grass to harden off and survive
without lush conditions.

You must allow some wilting to
occur between these deep, infre-
quent waterings. Slight wilting

ensures aeration of the soil,
increased rooting, and a physiologi-
cal hardening of the plant to mois-
ture stress.

Signs that a field is beginning to
wilt include: lingering footprints,
rolled or folded leaves, and a pur-
ple/blue cast to the field. When
these signs begin to become evident,
wet the soil to a depth of about six
to eight inches. Watch the grass
recover, and don’t water until the
field has begun to wilt again.

“How will my fields recover from
this type of severe drought?”

* Bermudagrass fields tolerate
drought better than any of the cool-
season grasses. They recover faster
once water is returned to the field.

* Perennial ryegrasses receive
the most damage when fields are
left to go brown or summer dormant
without irrigation. Many fields that
contain a high percentage of peren-
nial ryegrass from continuous over-
seeding will likely experience sub-
stantial turf loss.

¢ Kentucky bluegrass recovers
from summer dormancy in most
cases. However, when the ground is
so dry that it begins to crack open,
expect some loss of Kentucky blue-
grass.

* Tall fescue is the most drought-
tolerant grass because of its deep
root system. However, it can become
quite clumpy as it recovers from
severe drought.

Be prepared to interseed grass
back into the field as soon as ade-
quate moisture is available. Coring
and drill seeding will help get the
grass started again.

Seed before, during, and after the
fall season. Seed is fairly inexpen-
sive, so I suggest you continue to

34 sportsTURF « http.//www.sportsturfonline.com

seed during the fall playing season
to ensure as much coverage as pos-
sible for next year.

“Is there anything we can do to
make our hard, dry fields more
playable during the drought?”

This is a tough question. Floyd
Perry once reminded me that if all
you have to play on is a worn-out
field with compacted soil, then you
need to make the best dirt possible.
The best way to accomplish this is
to loosen the soil through aerifica-
tion.

Your goal is not to get air to the
roots, it’s to make the field softer.
Use whatever aerification equip-
ment you have if it will go into the
hard ground.

Shatter-core aerifiers do the best
job of loosening fields that have
been hardened by dry conditions.
Their tines penetrate the ground
and use shaking action to fracture
and loosen the surface.

This type of equipment also
works well on hard, dry skin areas
of baseball and softball fields. You
can loosen the field and play on it
the same day.

Summer aerification is not typi-
cally recommend for general turf
But if you're desperate to make the
field softer and safer, it may be your
only solution. P

David D. Minner, Ph.D., is an
associate professor with the
Department of Horticulture at Iowa
State University. He serves on STMA's
Certification Committee. Send your
questions to Dave at: ISU, Hort.
Dept., Ames, IA 50011; or call: (515)
294-2751, fax: (515) 294-0730, or e-
mail: dminner@iastate.edu.
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The Finishing Touches

41 Kelfield Street ~ Rexdale, Ontario ~ MO9W 5A3 Canada
CDN 1-800-325-4871 ~ USA 1-800-665-2696

Call 1 (B0O) 817-1889 use Fast Fax #1260999 and/or Circle 126 on Inquiry Card



