Florida Chapter #1: The chapter
will participate in the Florida Turfgrass
Association Show in Tampa September
16-19. Stop by the STMA booth for
updates on the chapter and on the
national STMA.

A field construction and renovation
seminar is planned for October 20, at
Palm Beach Gardens. For information on
these events, the Florida Chapter, or
pending activities, contact John Mascaro:
(954) 938-74717.

Northern California Chapter: For
general information about the Nor-Cal
STMA, contact Sal Genito, UC Davis:
(530) 752-1691.

Southern California Chapter: The
chapter is planning its annual communi-
ty service project for early August at
Mount San Antonio College in Walnut,
LA County. For information on the ser-
vice project, the Southern California
Chapter, or pending activities, contact
the chapter hotline: (888) 578-STMA (toll
free in Southern California).

Chapters on the grow

Great Plains Chapter: Plans are
moving forward on a fall workshop and
for a workshop with Floyd Perry of

Grounds Maintenance Services. For infor-
mation on these events, the Great Plains
Sports Turf Managers Association, or
upcoming activities, contact Mark
Schimming, City of Wichita: (316) 337-
9123.

Arizona Chapter: For information
on the Sports Turf Managers Association
of Arizona or upcoming events, contact
Bill Murphy, City of Scottsdale Parks and
Recreation Department: (602) 994-7954,
or Kris Kircher, City of Chandler Parks &
Recreation Department: (602) 786-2728.

Indiana Chapter: Plans are moving
forward on the formation of a new chapter
in Indiana. For information on this devel-
oping chapter, contact Terry Updike, B &
B Fertilizer: (219) 356-8424, or Pat
Hickner: (800) 672-4273.

Nevada Chapter: For information on
the forming Nevada Chapter or upcoming
events, contact Thsen Dow: (702) 649-
1551, or Alan Paulson, Clark County
School District: (702) 799-8724.

Wisconsin Chapter: For informa-
tion on the newly forming Wisconsin
Chapter, contact Rich Riggs, R. H.
Rettler & Associates, Inc.: (715) 341-
2633. a

and company information.
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In every issue of our magazine, you can choose from more
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Looking for the information is easy. Visit the Reader
Service area on greenindustry, and place your order today!

http://www.greenindustry.com
The fast way to get what you need.
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HELP WANTED

Irrigation Service Technician and Crew
Leader

Montgomery Irrigation has immediate open-
ings for Technicians and Crew Leaders in
both Maryland and Northern Virginia.
Applicant must have excellent communica-
tion skills and be committed to customer ser-
vice. Excellent compensation and benefits.
Call 800-538-2326 or fax your resume to
Chris 703-803-8003.

sdduncfiurwrer sl =t
e Ek@ oy J 3—“ wWWed : Ml s Bl



SC

IR
R a0

Have questions? Send them to Dave at: ISU, Hort. Dept., Ames, IA 50011.

by Dr. Dave Minner

Where do I go to get specific guide-
lines for layout and dimensions of
sports fields? Specifically, I'm interest-
ed in the size of the base cutouts for an
all-grass, women’s fast-pitch softball
field.

—DBob Stonebraker

rass fields that host multiple
sports will often cutout only
the base and pitching
areas, so that these small skinned

* American Amateur Baseball Congress
118 Redfield Plaza

P.O. Box 467

Marshal, MI 49068

(616) 781-2002

* National Federation of State High
School Associations

P.O. Box 20626

Kansas City, MO 64195

(816) 464-5400

will have a set of guidelines for a suggest-
ed field layout. The key word here is sug-
gested. The specific dimensions for bound-
ary lines, pitching distances, hash marks,
and other field components can easily be
obtained through the listed organiza-
tions.

Even with the exact guidelines, there
are many undefined dimensions. Some
quantities are not specifically deter-

mined, and are left to the diseretion

areas can be easily sodded when
converting the field for sports
other than baseball or softball.
The circle cutout for home plate
must have a 13-foot radius, while
the picher’s mound should have a
nine-foot radius cutout.

A 20-foot by 20-foot square
should be used for all other base
areas (See Figure 1). Replace the
corner that faces the mound with a
45-degree diagonal. This diagonal
should bisect the two sides closest to
the mound.

It’s important to remember that
cutout bases are best suited for tem-
porary fields. Permanent skinned infields
are more durable, and are better suited
for both softball and baseball.

Dimensions and field layout

Different associations may have
slightly different suggestions for field lay-
out. Here are a few organizations that
have excellent printed guidelines for field
dimensions:

* United States Baseball Federation
2160 Greenwood Ave.

Trenton, NJ 08609

(608) 586-2381

Figure 1. Dimensions for third-base cutout

* National Collegiate Athletic Association
6201 College Blvd.
Overland Park, KS 66211-2422
(913) 339-1906
* United States Soccer Federation
1750 East Boulder St.
Colorado Springs, CO 80909
(719) 578-4678
® American Youth Soccer Organization
5403 West 138th St.
Hawthorne, CA 90250
(310) 643-6455
The organization, league, or federa-
tion that sponsors your particular sport
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of the coaches and field managers.
These include: the width of the base
path and the distance between the
grass and the foul line; the shape of
the mound area; the coaching boxes;
the infield skin in the foul area
around first and third bases; the
cutout shape at first and third; and
the fungo, on deck, and batter
approach areas.

Sports turf managers should
have an official set of rules that
serve as guidelines for field dimen-
sions. They should further under-
stand that the loosely defined sug-
gested dimensions offer a valuable
opportunity to make changes that
will allow more efficient manage-
ment. Where time and resources are lim-
ited, an efficiently managed field often
translates to better and safer playing con-
ditions. ]

David D. Minner, Ph.D., is an associate
professor with the Department of
Horticulture at Iowa State University.
He serves on STMA’s Certification
Committee. Contact Dave at: ISU, Hort.
Dept., Ames, IA 50011; or call: (515) 294-
2751, fax: (515) 294-0730, or e-mail:
dminner@iastate.edu.
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