


FIELDSCHOICE@is a specially formulated soil

amendment that can help you take action against the

compaction problems that plague today's active sports

fields. Effective using standard aerification equipment

as well as in new construction, FIELDSCHOICE adds

to the vigor and durability of high traffic areas found

in football, soccer and baseball fields.

FIELDSCHOICE is kiln-fired to fuse raw

material into hard crystalline particles, which will not

break down, even under extreme traffic and

environmental conditions. The loose, aerated growing

conditions created by the introduction

of FIELDSCHOICE results in increased

vigor, root density and depth. Similarly,

the large size of the FIELDSCHOICE

particles makes them extremely effective in breaking up

clay bound soils, and in permanently maintaining both

aerated conditions and high infiltration rates.

The naturally porous structure of FIELDSCHOICE

provides for a high level of moisture and air migration.

Indry periods, this product's natural capillary action lifts

water and nutrients to the root zone, making them

available to the plant. FIELDSCHOICE's ability to retain

up to 63% of its weight in water also allows it to hold

moisture and nutrients, preventing them from leaching

out of the root zone.

So, take action against compaction with

FIELDSCHOICE. For the name of the

distributor nearest you or to request test

data, contact Premier at 800/829-0215.

PREMIER ENVIRONMENTAL PRODUCTS, INC." P.O. Box 218469 • HOUSTON, TX 77218
713/893-8088 (I 800/829-0215 '" FAX 409/885-7959

Call 1(800) 817-1889 use Fast Fax #1 01 0996 and/or Circle 101 on Postage Free Card
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OPINION PAGE
Kent Kurtz Recovering

Dr. Kent W. Kurtz, first executive director and longtime
supporter of STMA, is recovering at home after an
accident in which he broke three vertebrae. Among

other honors, Dr. Kurtz has won, in 1986, the Harry C. Gill
Memorial Award (STMA Groundskeeper of the Year) and has
been named an honorary life member of the STMA. Dr. Kurtz
is expected to resume teaching this winter at California State
Polytechnic University in Pomona, where he serves as
professor of turf grass and ornamental horticulture.

This writer, among a legion of other admirers, wishes Dr. Kurtz a speedy, full recov-
ery - partly out of self interest. Last year I had the good fortune to attend several of
Dr. Kurtz's seminars and, after the first one, began looking forward to subsequent con-
ferences that featured one of his sessions. He never disappointed. His stand-up comic
humor along with the clarity, depth and usefulness of his information made even an early
morning seminar worth attending. I look forward to more of his wit and wisdom this
year.

Everything You Need to Know
Are you looking for the single best source of information about sports turf and ath-

letic facilities maintenance? It's now available: the fourth annual Sports Turf Topics:
A Compendium of STMA Articles. STMA members receive the book free, and nonmembers
may purchase it for $30 from STMA Headquarters (1375 Rolling Hills Loop, Council Bluffs,
IA 51503; 712/366-2669).

Like previous compendiums, the fourth comes in an eight-by-ten-inch, soft-cover for-
mat and consists of articles written and published by STMA members during the pre-
ceding 12 months. Over a hundred pages long with almost 40 articles, the fourth com-
pendium has grown by leaps over earlier editions and is bound to enlighten virtually anyone
who works with sports turf or other high-traffic areas. Topics concern seeding, sodding,
mowing, aeration, topdressing, plant growth regulators as well as other maintenance prac-
tices - and that's just Section I, titled "Cultural Management of Sports Turf." Four other
sections follow: "Special Sports Turf Management" (striping, infield preparation, safe-
ty, field covers, pest control, to name a few topics); "General Sports Turf Management"
(calibration, equipment maintenance, irrigation, personnel and others); "Award Winners"
(focusing on facilities that have succeeded, often despite hellish weather and high
water); and "Profiles" (about people who exemplify STMA's mission of promoting better,
safer sports turf areas). As a set, the four compendiums comprise an encyclopedia that
can answer almost any question about athletic facilities and their high-tech turf.

STMA on the We6
For high-tech turf managers, STMA has recently opened a site on the World Wide

Web at the following address: http://www.aip.com/STMA. The site currently offers
a description of STMA, a membership application, chapter information and a message
from President Mike Schiller. Under construction, and therefore imminently available
at the site, are sections devoted to related Internet sites, excerpts from Sports Turf Manager
(STMA's bimonthly newsletter), a calendar of events and a sports turf industry profile.

Like the organization itself, STMA's site is on the grow, so tune in periodically to catch
late-breaking additions. Among them will be details about STMA's 1997 Conference &
Exhibition scheduled for January 15-19 in Colorado Springs.

Stimulant Sources
Last issue's "Chemical Log," concerning biostimulants, raised questions about

whom readers can contact to learn more about the biologically based products. The arti-
cle mentioned two sources of information: Terry Lee of AgPro Systems, Big Sandy, TX,
at (800) 946-5545; and Darrell Kinsey of Greenbelt Turf Consultants, Lindale, TX, at
(800) 822-9886. Talking to Kinsey, we learned of two other sources: EcoSoils, San Diego,
CA, at (619) 675-1660; and Floratine, Collierville, TN, at (901) 853-2898.
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CALENDAR
September/October
29-3 Groundskeepers Manage-

ment Academy. Peoria, AZ.
Contact: Floyd Perry, Grounds
Maintenance Services, (800) 227-9381.

30-3 Northwest Turfgrass Con-
ference. Victoria, BC, Canada.

Contact: (206) 754-0825.

October
1-3 Pacific International Expo-

sition. Reno-Sparks Conven-
tion Center, NV. Contact: Russ Dubbels,
(800) 624-2569 or (503) 682-2162.

2-3 Southern California Turfgrass
Conference. Costa Mesa, CA.

Contact: (714) 951-8547.

22nd Annual Western
Pennsylvania Turfgrass

Tournament. Diamond Run Golf Course,
Sewickley. Contact: Michael Zedreck,
(412) 963-2398, or P.T.C., (814) 863-
3475.

7

27 -29 California Fertilizer Associa-
tion Annual Meeting. Loews

Coronado Bay Resort, Coronado, CA.
Contact: CFA, (916) 441-1584.

November
International Conference on
Evapotranspiration and

Irrigation Scheduling, in conjunction
with the Irrigation Association EXPO,
sponsored by the American Society of
Agricultural Engineers. Convention
Center, San Antonio, TX. Contact: ASAE,
(616) 429-0300.

3-6

17 21 Green Industry Expo.
- Cincinnati, OR. Contact:

(770) 973-2019, fax (770) 578-6071.

Send announcements of your events
two months in advance to: Editor,
sportsTURF, 68-860 Perez Road,
Suite J, Cathedral City, CA 92234. Fax:
(619) 770-8019.

http://www.aip.com/STMA.
http://www.aip.com


dryROOTSTM and ROOTS ;f;i;3™were a big help in our renovation

of Tiger Stadium and our baseball field at Louisiana State University.

We now use ROOTS ,f"i3,TMas part of our regular maintenance

program.

Jeff Kershaw
Supervisor of Athletic Fields and Stadiums

rootsinc. A Division of LISA Products Corporation. 3120 Weatherford Road • Independence MO 64055.800342-6173
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Grounds Crew
Safety

Practices
By Scott Maclean

Sports, including summer baseball
and softballprograms, are very pop-
ular with the public. As a result,

many park districts and recreation
departments are facing higher field use
than ever before. Your athletic fields
and facilitiesare likely to be "in play"every
possible hour from the moment the
season breaks in the spring until the cold
weather of fall closes in.

At the Waukegan Park District, we
believe that proper playing conditions and
maintenance of fields are extremely
important. From a good customer service
standpoint we, as sports turf managers,
should feel obligated to provide the best
and safest recreational areas possible, all
the while keeping in mind that litigation
involvinginjuries is an extremely real con-
cern that faces any agency that pro-
vides a service for the public or private
sector.

For these reasons, we at the Waukegan
Park District have developed a ball dia-
mond prepping and safety checklist that
focuses directly on the integration of
ball diamond prepping, maintenance
and, most importantly, safety. Our
checklist contains six basic safety-related
items that prep crews need to consider
when preparing fields. Facilities with mul-
tiple sports fields and fields that are
"changed over" seasonally from one
sport to another should have similar
checklists to cover all crew preparation,
maintenance and safety on those fields.

It is important to understand that this
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Renovating a diamond, Dave Ashman (left) and Chris Bunnell
install unfired clay bricks on both sides of home plate to
strengthen one of the most heavily used areas.

safety inspection sheet is used on a
daily basis for field prepping. It is not,
and should not be, used as the sole
maintenance or safety plan, as it is not
comprehensive and only allows for basic
or routine maintenance. The Waukegan
Park District incorporates a seasonal,
annual and long-range maintenance
and safety plan into its complete program,
as do most other public or private enti-
ties. These overall maintenance and
improvement elements in combination
with the basic, routine maintenance
plan form the comprehensive program.

Field Checklist
While the comprehensive program

will vary greatly according to the size,
scope and budget of the district or depart-
ment, daily maintenance and safety
scheduling for each type of field will
have many common elements.

Debris. Following our daily ball dia-
mond prep crew checklist, fields first need
to be inspected for trash and debris. It
is important that the prep crew take
the time to physically walk the outfield
and infield looking for such items as
bottles, cans, sticks, rocks, or anything
else foreign to the playing surface. This
practice should also encompass player
benches, dugouts, and bleacher areas. All
items that don't belong on the fields or
surrounding premises need to be removed.

Uneven Areas. Secondly, holes need
to be filled. Areas such as the pitchers
mound, bases, and home plate present
the most problems with holes. These
areas need to be filled and properly

packed down, ideally with a mixture of
water and clay-style ball diamond mix.
By adding water with the mix, it allows
for a material more conducive to packing
and leveling.

Also during this step, uneven areas
such as mounds and depressions should
be corrected, resulting in a level playing
surface. Mounds are generally obvious.
Depressions may be harder to see, but
present as great a hazard for participants.
If you're not sure whether your fields have
depression areas, arrange an inspec-
tion of each of your fields after a rain
storm. Any area that puddles, or is more
than damp, is a good indicator of a
problem.

Base Anchors. Third, the prep crews
need to expose and cover up Hollywood
(base) pegs. Many of the Waukegan
Park District fields are set up to be
used by a variety of groups. For this
reason, our infields may have three dif-
ferent Hollywood peg distances. For
example, women's 12-inch softball may
use the field for a 10 a.m. game at a Hol-
lywood distance of 60 feet. Men's 12-
inch baseball may use the same field at
6 p.m. with a peg setting of 65 feet.
This means the prep crews need to
return to the field after the women's
game, fill in the 60-foot peg and dig up
the 65-foot peg. Hollywood pegs can
either be coveredwith a cap or buried with
the regular infield mix for that field.
Either way, the goal is to keep them
covered and below the playing surface.

Fencing. Fourth, all fencing for the
field needs to be inspected. Crews should
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