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OPINION PAGE
THE BUSINESS OF COLLEGIATE SPORTS

Sports turf managers at many colleges and
universities today find themselves in the
middle of a marketing war, one they have

little to no control over. However, when the dust
settles, I believe that sports turf managers will
have played a role that few athletic directors cur-
rently realize they can play in the success of
collegiate sports.

Two thirds of NCAA Division I schools are
expected to lose money on their athletic programs
this year, up from 42 percent in 1985. Athletic
directors find themselves increasingly occupied
with the finances of sports, at the expense of

providing an important spirit of competition for students to apply to their future
careers. The game isn't simply a matter of winning anymore, it's a matter of survival
through corporate sponsorships, rights fees and merchandizing.

Athletic directors blame the present condition of college sports finances on
three culprits. First is inflation. The cost of tuition, as well as the cost of athletic
scholarships, has nearly tripled at many universities during the past ten years. A
U.S. Department of Education study predicts that tuition to public universities will
climb another 80 percent before the turn of the century.

Government intervention in the form of Title IX has complicated matters further
by requiring colleges to increase their support of women's sports if they expect to
receive Federal assistance.

NCAA's efforts to negotiate network television revenues and distribute them
among all its members, something which has worked well for professional sports,
was uprooted in the courts by a few disgruntled members. Now each school
competes against all others for a share of television rights fees. This deregulation
cost NCAA member colleges a total of $24 million in 1986 in lost television
revenues. Since the NCAA no longer controls the number of events on the air, a
glut of games has driven the price per game down by more than 40 percent.

To recover these losses schools have been forced to raise ticket prices. This
has backfired at some institutions by hurting ticket sales, especially with students.
In some instances, fees from local cable television companies have not made up
for lost ticket sales. Furthermore, non-revenue generating sports, such as wres-
tling, golf, tennis, and track, have been placed on the chopping block to reduce
expenses.

One thing is clear, individual colleges must aggressively market their sports
programs to corporate sponsors, television and radio networks, and ticket buyers.

For amateur events to compete against each other as well as professional
events, they will need to create a "network quality atmosphere." That means they
must offer professional-quality fields, golf courses, and other facilities. Only
knowledgeable sports turf managers and golf course superintendents have the
ability to meet these higher standards.

Don't be surprised when you are asked to paint a corporate logo in addition to
team logos on stadium fields. Be ready when you are asked to make provisions
for television cameras in stadiums and on university golf courses. Perfect your
skills with mowing patterns, field marking, pregerminating seed, turf color en-
hancement, soil moisture control, and traffic tolerance. You will need to know what
it takes to provide a championship golf course or stadium field.

College athletics today is a $3 billion industry. To get their piece of this huge
and growing pie, colleges will have to compete not just on the field, golf course,
or court, but in the business office. In all places, the playing surface must be
considered a critical factor in attracting fans, support, and rights fees. That makes
the collegiate sports turf manager more valuable than ever.
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CALENDAR
JULY

25 Midwest Regional Field
Day, Purdue Agronomy

Farm, West Lafayette, IN. Contact: Barb
Meyer, Purdue University, Dept. of
Agronomy, Lilly Hall, West Lafayette, IN
47907-7899, (317) 494-7899.

Sports Turf Manager:
Field of the Future,

Cooperstown Central School, Linden
Avenue, Cooperstown, NY. Contact: New
York State Turfgrass Association, P.O.Box
612, Latham, NY 12110, (800) 873-TURF.

25

AUGUST
Georgia Golf Course
Superintendents

Association Summer Meeting, Stone
Mountain Memorial Golf Course and Con-
ference Center, Stone Mountain, GA. Con-
tact: George Kozelnicky, GGCS, Po. Box
6377, Athens, GA 30604-6377, (404)
543-7720.

7-8

13 16 Park Planning and
- Maintenance School,

Colorado Springs, CO. Contact: National
Recreation and Park Association, Western
Regional Office, PO. Box 6900, Colorado
Springs, CO 80934, (719) 632-7031.

17 18 Park and Recreation
- Safety School,

Colorado Springs, CO. Contact: National
Recreation and Park Association, Western
Regional Office, PO. Box 6900, Colorado
Springs, CO 80934, (719) 632-7031.

University of Rhode
Island Turfgrass

Field Day, Turfgrass Research Farm, Plains
Rd., Kingston, RI. Contact: Dr. C.R.
Skogley, Plant Sciences Dept., Woodward
Hall, Kingston, RI 02881.

30



Make easiel; faster
underground splices.

No more messy goop or wasted Dirt cheap.
material. No crimping tool. No bad 2-5 #18 AWG through 2 #12
splices. Just quick, reliable underground AWG; and DBR for 5 #16 AWG through 3 #10 AWG.
electrical splices. Dirt cheap. DBY/DBR splice kits are great time savers.

3M DBY/DBR direct bury splice kits are And their reliable performance cuts callbacks.
perfect for all underground projects of See for yourself. Pick up a couple at your
30 volts or less. Each kit contains all irrigation distributor and start making
you need for two splices. Simply underground splices easier than
strip the wires, twist on the ever, faster than ever. Electrical
Scotchlok ' electrical spring Products Division, 3M Austin
connector, insert wires to Center, Building 130-4N-40,
the bottom of the gel-filled PO. Box 2963, Austin, TX
tube, snap closed 78769-2963.
the cover, and bury. ~pf6

~
~

Now in two sizes: DBY for

Now in two sizes. Each kit contains
two gel-filled insulator tubes
and two Scotch 10k ™ electrical
spring connectors.
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UFIELD OF DREAMS" WAS FLEETING PROJECT
The Proturf Division of Pacific Sod in

Camarillo, CA is accustomed to unusual
requests from movie producers. But last
summer, when Gordon Productions asked
the company's Neil Beeson if he could build
an authentic-looking professional baseball
diamond in the middle of an Iowa cornfield
for "Field of Dreams," he thought he had
heard it all.

The production company selected Dyers-
ville, lA, a small dairy farming community
60 miles west of Dubuque, for filming.
Farmers there grow their own feed corn to
keep milk cows well-fed and productive. As
you drive along the two-lane rural routes
outside of Dyersville, all you can see is
miles and miles of cornfields surrounding
dairy barns and rustic farmhouses. The
company found two farmers willing to give
up a couple of acres for one season, as
long as the producer replaced the corn lost.

"When we arrived in Dyersville last June,
the corn was five-feet-high," recalls Beeson.
"It's the first time I've had to cut down corn
in order to build a field. The schedule was
tight. We had to complete the project over
the Fourth of July to meet the producer's
schedule. That gave us only seven days to
build a baseball diamond out of a corn-
field." Beeson increased his manpower with
the help of Dubuque Country Club and the
Dyersville High School baseball team.

As soon as the field was cleared, graded
and surveyed, Musco Lighting of Musca-
tine, lA, installed the light standards. "You
couldn't tell in the film," explains Beeson,
"but the foul lines were only 175 feet. The
whole field is roughly an acre shy of a real.
one:'

Next the warning track and infield
skinned areas were excavated and filled
with lime chips. The producer wanted bright
red dirt to provide contrast, so these areas
were capped off with screened brick.
Coarse screenings were used for the warn-
ing track and finer ones for the basepaths.

After finish grading, starter fertilizer was
applied to the turf areas. Seven Cities Sod
trucked in more than an acre of Kentucky
bluegrass sod from Davenport. "I was con-
cerned about some of the high wear areas,"
said Beeson, "so we used large staples to
anchor the sod in these areas. We bor-
rowed a mower from the local golf course

and started cutting a pattern into the field:'
Musco returned to install and aim the

lights. In seven days, the "Field of Dreams"
was ready. The film crew and actors moved
on site for ten days and nights, and then
they were gone.

"It would have made a great Little League
field," says Beeson, "but the property line
runs right down the middle of the field and
the farmers were anxious to plant corn
there again the following spring. They used
the field only one more time during the
winter to get footage of the field covered
with snow."

The bluegrass has been turned under,
the lights have been removed, and the
farmers of Dyersville must watch the movie
to see their short-lived baseball field. No
doubt they'll be telling the story about night
baseball in the middle of their corn fields for
years to come.

TR£NC!fV,AST£R -------- ....
Take the sweat out of trenching with Trenchmaster. Sturdy steel
construction, but light enough for easy loading and operation by
one man. Ease of cleanup, no compaction and no turf damage
means fewer customer complaints. Trenchmasters trench up to
7" or 12" deep and from 10 to 30 feet per minute. Your choice of
three makes of industrial engines. New rotors are available for
trenching in hard clay and rocky soil.

For further product or dealer
information, call or write:

BROWN
MANUFACTU~INC3 CO~PORATION

Route 3 • Ozark, Alabama· 36360
(205) 795-6603
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BerlJludagrass Solution!
Transition Zone Fields
By Dave Minner

Typical low-budget practice field in the transition zone where spring and fall seedings of
cool-season grasses have failed.

Trying to grow cool-season grasses in
transitional climates with limited re-
sources can frustrate managers of

football and soccer fields. Usually the only
time available to repair thin or damaged
fields is from mid-May to mid-August, when
these grasses are most difficult to
reestablish.

If you have found yourself in this seem-
ingly impossible situation, then you may
want to consider bermudagrass as a means
of establishing at least a reasonable stand
of grass by the beginning of each football
season. The goal for safe, low-maintenance
fields is complete vegetative cover, not
necesssarily a beautiful, uniformly green
appearance. We need to realize that when
an athlete contacts the ground, color is of
little importance.

Bermudagrass is a warm-season grass
that can be successfully established or
renovated during the summer, when fields
are seldom in use. Fields that have heavy
traffic in spring and fall rarely have enough
time for reestablishment by seeding with
cool-season grasses. Late spring and sum-
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mer seeding of cool season turf is almost
never successful here in Missouri.

On the other hand, late May through mid-
summer is the best time to successfully
establish or renovate bermudagrass. This
fast-growing, fast-spreading grass has
aggressive, creeping rhizomes. Its stolons
can spread as much as three feet during
the summer to cover worn areas. The result
is a tough, wiry surface which results in
good traction.

Bermudagrass is an excellent choice for
practice football fields that receive most of
their use early in the season (August
through September) while it is still growing.
Even when dormant, bermudagrass has
good traction and cushion, so long as the
dormant mat of vegetation is not entirely
worn away.

If late season appearance is important, or
the field is used to the point where the mat
becomes damaged, bermudagrass can be
overseeded with cool-season grasses. You
may also try mixing it with perennial
ryegrass to improve the success of late
spring and summer seedings for repair of

cool-season athletic fields. This will usually
ensure green cover and improved field per-
formance during the early part of the fall
playing season. It is especially popular
where good turf cover during the playing
season takes precedence over a uniform
green color throughout the growing season.

The problem with bermudagrass is that it
has the potential for winter injury in some
portions of the transition zone. In my opin-
ion though, managers of low-budget fields
with limited irrigation should be more con-
cerned with the potential for summer recov-
ery of bermudagrass, rather than its likeli-
hood of winter kill during extreme years.

Bermudagrass may not be a practical
solution in portions of the transition zone
where winter kill occurs on a yearly basis.
However, in other areas of the transition
zone, it may persist for five or even ten years
with no severe winter kill. Consult your state
extension specialist and local golf course
superintendent to see how it performs in
your area.

Bermudagrass will turn brown and go
dormant after the first frost, leaving the field
with poor color and recovery potential dur-
ing the last half of the fall season (October
to November) and during the entire spring
season (March to mid-May). During the fall
and spring it will be completely brown, and
easily distinguished from weeds and other
cool season grasses that are present.
Fields that are entirely bermudagrass will
have a more uniform appearance.

Although bermudagrass will tolerate drier
conditions and requires less irrigation com-
pared to cool-season grasses, it still
requires some irrigation or timely rains dur-
ing establishment and when recovery of
worn areas is necessary.

There is no substitution for adequate irri-
gation. It should be the top priority in
upgrading athletic fields. An irrigation sys-
tem must be able to evenly supply a mini-
mum of 1/4 inch of water to each field every
day if necessary. Bermudagrass should not
be viewed as a substitution for irrigation,
proper fertility, or a regular cultivation
program.

Most improved varieties must be estab-
lished vegetatively as sprig, plugs or sod.



for Low-Budget

On low-budget playing fields, availability,
cost and specialized planting equipment
may be a deterrent to using vegetative-type
bermudagrass. Recently, seeded types of
bermuda have been established to offer an
easy, effective means of reestablishing
worn-out areas during the summer, when
field activities are minimal.

Midiron is one improved vegetative-type
of bermudagrass. This hybrid, selected
from Kansas State University, has a good
winter hardiness and medium leaf texture.
It also has slow recovery from traffic injury.

Tifway and Tifway II have a dark green
color. Tifway II is a radiation-induced mutant
of Tifway. Compared to Tifway, Tifway II
makes a denser, more weed-free turf, is
more frost tolerant, has earlier spring
green-up, and has better quality turf.

Vamont is another improved vegetative-
type bermudagrass. Released by Virginia
Polytechnic Institute, it is used primarily in
the eastern portion of the transition zone.
Vamont is an aggressive spreader that is
not as coarse as common bermudagrass,
but its winter hardiness is inferior.

There are several less-improved
vegetative-type bermudagrasses. Often-
times, sod producers may offer local selec-
tions of bermudagrass that are not certified.
Even though they are not, they may be well
adapted to survive in the localized areas
from which they developed. In Missouri,
Westwood and Springfield are two local
selections that have performed well.

Westwood was selected from Westwood
Country Club in St. Louis, MQ. It is very
aggressive and has good winter hardiness,
coarse texture, and excellent summer
recovery from spring and fall sports. It is the
most popular bermudagrass used on ath-
letic fields in Missouri.

U-3 is an earlier release by the USGA
Green Section and the USDA. Extensively
used in the '50s and '60s, it has proven sus-
ceptible to winter injury and spring dead
spot.

Tufcote, released by the University of
Maryland in 1962, is another less-improved
vegetative-type bermudagrass. It has rapid
spread and moderate wear resistance, but
has received only moderate use.

Seeded bermudagrasses are possible

Broadcasting sprigs by hand for spot renovation.

alternatives to vegetative types. Common
bermudagrass, sometimes referred to as
Arizona common, will establish a complete
turf cover during the summer. Since the
seed is usually grown in Arizona, Oklahoma
and Georgia, common's winter hardiness is
questionable. It is most susceptible to
winter kill during the first season of growth.
Common may persist for several years if it
survives the first year. It is highly variable in
performance and usually coarse-textured.

Guymon is a joint release from the Okla-
homa AES and the USDA. It has a medium-
to-coarse leaf texture and is believed to
have good winter hardiness. It should not
be mowed lower than a 3/4-inch height. At
this time, Guymon is the only seed type that
has improved winter tolerance, compared to
other seeded common types.

NuMex Sahara was released by the New
Mexico AES in 1987. Its adaptability for tran-
sition zone athletic fields has not been
thoroughly evaluated. It is believed to have
slightly better winter tolerance than Guy-
mon, and better turf quality and density
than either Guymon or common.

Berm udagrass shou Id be seeded
between early May and mid-July. August
seeding or sprigging is not recommended,
because there is not sufficient time for
proper establishment before cold weather
or sports. Seeding before May will result in
heavy competition from spring weeds. Ber-
mudagrass will not germinate or grow until
soil temperatures have adequately warmed.
Always use hulled seed for better germina-
tion and faster establishment.

To provide a faster cover with ber-
mudagrass, some sports turf managers
overseed newly sprigged or plugged
improved types of bermudagrass with com-
mon seeded bermuda. In the northern por-
tion of the transition zone, common ber-
mudagrass will likely die out during the
winter, but improved types will fill in during
the following summer. Use one to two.
pounds of hulled bermudagrass seed per
1,000 square feet.

Vegetative bermudagrasses can be
planted as plugs, sprigs or sod. Sod can be
cut and laid from late March through July.

continued on page 18
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Bermudagrass Solutions
continued from page 17

However, do not install dormant sod on
fields used during the spring. Ber-
mudagrass areas beyond the end zone can
serve as a nursery for annual reestablish-
ment of worn areas, thus eliminating the
need to purchase vegetative bermudagrass

during the early spring so that broadleaf
herbicides will not interfere with summer
establishment of bermudagrass.

The surface must be regraded if neces-
sary, immediately after spring athletic
games are over. Irrigate in late April and
early May to germinate as much crabgrass
as possible.

Where no desirable grasses exist, kill all

Bermudagrass varieties show differences in texture and density.

each year.
Plugs are usually one to two inches in

diameter, with one to two inches of soil
attached. They should be fitted tightly into
prepared holes, and stamped firmly into
place. Plugs are generally placed six to 12
inches apart. Closer spacing may be used
to hasten cover of the turf area.

Sprigs are pieces of torn turf, usually
containing a stolon with roots and as many
as four nodes. They can be planted by
broadcasting them over loose soil, followed
by a light discing to partially cover them
with soil. A portion of each sprig should
remain exposed after planting. Mechanical
spriggers are also available. In either case,
the sprig should promote roots and creep-
ing stems from the nodes.

Sprigs can be purchased by the bushel.
Plant eight to ten bushels per 1,000 square
feet. Sod can also be purchased and
processed into sprigs. One square yard of
sod will make approximately one bushel of
sprigs. Areas that are sprigged can also be
overseeded with a 1/2 pound of ber-
mudagrass seed and four pounds of peren-
nial ryegrass per 1,000 square feet to pro-
vide a quicker and denser cover by
mid-August.

There are several steps to renovating with
bermudagrass. Fields must first be pre-
pared. Broadleaf weeds, paticularly knot-'
weed and speedwell, must be controlled
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vegetation with glyphosate, and seed or
sprig in seven to 14 days. If desirable
grasses exist, kill newly emerged crabgrass
with MSMA or DSMA and seed or sprig 14
days after application.

Killing the first flush of crabgrass before
seeding or sprigging bermudagrasss will
reduce crabgrass competition, and its need
for control during the remainder of the year.
Bermudagrass will establish much better if
it has less weed competition, and if applica-
tions of post-emergence herbicide are held
to a minimum.

When seeding, loosen hard soils and
prepare a seed bed by intensively coring,
spiking or slicing. After seeding, lightly rake
or drag the surface to ensure good seed-to-
soil contact. If a drill or slit seeder is used,
make at least two passes in opposite direc-
tions using a quarter of the total amount of
seed. The remainder of the seed should be
broadcast to provide faster and more uni-
form coverage.

Add lime, if needed, and fertilizer. Apply
one pound of nitrogen, phosphorus and
potassium per 1,000 square feet per month
during the first three months of establish-
ment. Make the lime and first fertilizer appli-
cation immediately before preparing the
seed bed to improve incorporation into the
soil.

Water frequently to encourage germina-
tion and rapid turf coverage. As soon as

clippings can be removed, begin mowing at
a height of 0.75 to two inches. MSMA and
DSMA applications should be made
according to their label recommendations
to control crabgrass that competes with the
establishing stand of bermudagrass.

One of the reasons bermudagrass has
been recommended is its ability to maintain
active growth and recovery during typically
dry summers in Missouri. However, estab-
lishment will be greatly enhanced if some
irrigation can be provided. Sprigs should
not be installed unless they can be kept
moist for at least the first three to six weeks
after planting. Seeded bermudagrass will
not germinate and establish unless rainfall
or irrigation keep the top inch of soil moist
for a minimum of two to four weeks.

Ideally, temporary or permanent irrigaton
should be available to supply water daily for
the first month after planting, and at least
twice a week thereafter. During the first
three weeks, water shallowly and frequently
to keep only the area of actively growing
roots moist. As plants begin to tiller and
produce deeper roots, irrigation should be
applied to a deeper depth with less fre-
quency.

Established bermudagrass will usually
survive even the driest summers in Mis-
souri. However, if bermudagrass has been
severly worn and is expected to rejuvenate
from rhizomes and spread into bare areas,
it will require weekly water from either rain
or irrigation.

When bermuda is seeded, sprigged or
plugged there will be exposed soil areas
during the summer that will rapidly fill with
weeds such as crabgrass, nutsedge,
spurge and knotweed. No pre-emergent
herbicides should be used in the spring
and summer on weakened bermudagrass,
or when attempting to establish new ber-
muda in the summer.

Annual grass weeds and nutsedge can
be controlled with post-emergence applica-
tions of MSMA or DSMA. Repeat applica-
tions seven to 14 days apart may be neces-
sary for adequate control. Delay application
of MSMA or DSMA until turfgrass rooting
has occured and spreading stolons are visi-
ble. Try to time your MSMA application after
three to four mowings, when warm-season
grasses will be actively growing and crab-
grass will begin to dominate the turfgrass
canopy.

Common bermudagrass on weak fields
can be overseeded with perennial ryegrass
on a yearly basis, just to provide a cover of
grass during the first portion of the fall play-
ing season. A broadcast seeding of peren-
nial ryegrass in late August or early Sep-
tember (seven to ten pounds per 1,000
square feet), without mechanical incorpora-
tion of the seed, will provide improved
appearance while bermudagrass is dor-
mant in late fall and early spring.

Editor's Note: Dr. David Minner is assistant
professor of horticulture at the university of
Missouri, Columbia.



GCSAA OFFICERS
APPROVE PLANS FOR NEW
HEADQUARTERS

While Curtis Strange, Tom Kite and Mark
McCumber were fighting for the lead of the
U.S. Open at Oak Hill Country Club in
Rochester, NY, the officers of the Golf
Course Superintendents Association of
America (GCSAA) were meeting nearby
reviewing plans for a new $4 million associ-
ation headquarters building. Their approval
of the plans sent a message to the golf
world that GCSAA intends to stay in
Lawrence, KS, and that it is bracing for con-
tinued growth in membership and services
in the coming decade.

The new four-story, 35,000 square foot
building will nearly triple the space availa-
ble for GCSAA's 42-member staff and allow
room for projected growth. It will also con-
tain a 70-seat classroom and meeting
facility.

"GCSAA's growth has mirrored that of the
rest of the golf industry," stated association
president Dennis Lyon during the
announcement. The association's member-
ship has nearly doubled to 8,600 since the
association moved to Lawrence in 1974. A
second wing was added to the existing
headquarters three years ago. "This new
building will allow us to keep meeting the
needs of our growing membership and the
golf community at large," Lyon added.

Construction is set to begin early next
year with completion in the spring of 1991.
The new headquarters will be one mile west
of the current facility, located on the
grounds of Alvamar Golf & Country Club.
Despite the relocation, the headquarters
will still overlook an Alvamar course. Robert
Billings, owner of Alvamar, is building
another 18-hole course adjacent to the site.
Architect Ken Kavanaugh designed the
championship layout which is also sched-
uled for completion in mid-1991.

PALMER DESIGNS
LOUISVILLE
CHAMPIONSHIP COURSE

NTS, Kentucky's largest real estate
developer, has teamed up with Arnold
Palmer to design and build an 18-hole
championship golf course in Louisville, KY.
The 7,000-yard course will be the center of
attention for NTS's newly-planned Lake
Forest club community.

"We're excited about bringing to Louis-
ville and Jefferson County the kind of club
community found only in the resorts of
Florida and Hawaii," said Dick Johnson,
senior vice president of NTS. Lake Forest
will be a single-family, planned residential
community consisting of 670 homesites.

Ed Seay, vice president of Palmer Course
Design Company; Erik Larsen, the com-
pany's senior architect; and Palmer cooper-
ated on the design of the project. Seay has

participated in the design and construction
of more than 75 golf courses.

Construction of the course will begin this
fall. Each hole will offer five different tee
locations to match the skills of all golfers.
Five lakes and numerous sand traps will be
strategically placed in the rolling, wooded
area to challenge golfers. The course is
scheduled to open in the fall of 1991.

Lake Forest's new Palmer course will be
adjacent to Valhalla Golf Club, a three-year-
old, private championship golf course
designed by golfer Jack Nicklaus.

L to R: Erik Larsen, NTS Vice President Hal
Heiner, Arnold Palmer, and Ed Seay.

The judges for the 1989-1990Beam Clay®Baseball Diamond ?f
the Year Awards will be four head groundskeepers representing

each of the major league divisions:

At-East
Harry Gill, Milwaukee Brewers

Nt-East
Pete Flynn, NY. Mets

Nt-West
Steve Wightman, San Diego Padres

At-West
Jim Anglea, Texas Rangers

Winners will be honored at the annual Sports Turf Manager's Association Awards
Banquet and be featured in sportsTURF Magazine. No entry fee is requir~d ..
So, if you're proud of your baseball facility, why not enter your baseball field In the
Beam Clay®Baseball Diamond of the YearAwards contest?

The Awards are sponsored by Beam Cla}1 The Sports Turf Manager~ Ass?cia~ion, .
and sportsTURF magazine in recognition of excellence a~d professlona.llsm ~nmain-
taining outstanding, safe, professional quality baseball dlam~nds. Entries will be
judged in three categories: professional diamonds, college diamonds; and school,
municipal or park diamonds.

Sendthe information below to enter:
1. Age of baseball diamond (year of installation).
2. Geographic location (city and state). .
3. Description of maintenance program for turf and skinned areas.
4. Operating budget for baseball diamond. .
5. Irrigation: None __ Manual __ Automatic __
6. Total number of maintenance staff for field.
7. Does baseball field have lighting for night games?
8. Number of events on baseball diamond per year.
9. Types and number of events on diamond other than baseball?

10. How many months during the year is the field used?
11. Why you think this field is one of the best?
12. Send two sets of color slides or prints.

Deadline for entries: Entries must be postmarked no later than October 31,1989.~@-.~
THEPIlOfESSIONAl'SCHOlCE07838 ,SINCE 1922

L ~

Mail entries to:
Beam Clay Awards
Kelsey Park
Great Meadows, N.J.



OHIO STATE PLANS
GRASS FOR FALL OF '90

When John Cooper left Arizona State
University to become head coach at Ohio
State University, he started to miss the
natural turf at Sun Devil Stadium in Tempe.
The eight-year-old artificial surface at Ohio
Stadium in Columbus was aging. Cooper
immediately began to lobby athletic director
Jim Jones to convert the stadium back to
grass.

The odds were against him because the
stadium is used almost constantly through-
out the year for intramurals, soccer, softball
and other sports in addition to football
games and practices. He knew that natural
turf could not withstand that kind of abuse.

But he persisted, and last month the
school announced it will become the third
Big Ten Conference team to convert to
grass after the end of this year's football
season. For most of this decade Indiana's
Purdue has been the only conference
school to have natural turf, the original
P.A.T. field at Ross-Ade Stadium. The
University of Iowa just converted Kinnick
Stadium to PAT. this spring.

"Given my choice," states Cooper, "I'd
prefer grass. I think you're better off playing
football on grass." It appears that his choice
has been approved, not just for the stadium,
but for a new grass practice field on
campus as well. The new, lighted practice

field is designed to take some of the load off
Ohio Stadium.

The university has enlisted the support
and advice of Dr. John Street and Dr. Karl
Danneberger in its agronomy department
as well as O.M. Scotts' agronomist Eugene
Mayer for the project. Mike McBride,
superintendent of Muirfield Village Golf
Club in Dublin, OH, was a major proponent
of the conversion to grass.

"The plan is either to seed or sod the field
next spring with a mixture of Kentucky
bluegrasses," says Danneberger. "The type
of construction should be decided within
the next two months. We think that Michi-
gan (University of) will also make the switch
in the next few years:'

HORSES AT SANTA ANITA
WILL RUN ON TURF
FIT FOR GOLFERS

Santa Anita Park in Arcadia, CA, recently
borrowed the specifications for building a
green from the United States Golf Associa-
tion in reconstructing its turf track. The only
difference between the USGA greens
specs and the 9/1O-mile-long track is the
incorporation of interlocking geotextile grids
into the top six inches of rootzone.

"The new track is the culmination of
months of research and millions of dollars

With Reduced Manpower
A Harley Power Rake removes rocks, cleans up
and reconditions your athletic fields and parks
faster, more thoroughly and with less man-
power than you ever thought possible.
When you see what it can do, you
won't want to do without it.

For dealer locations,
demonstrations, or
a FREE copy of our
video, call or write:

6le.mac
P.O. Box 2135, Jamestown, NO 58402

(701) 252-9300, FAX (701) 252-1978
1-800-437-9779
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in renovation," states Clint Granath, direc-
tor of facility management for the famous
race track. "The old turf course was totally
excavated and widened to 80 feet from 65
feet. This required a whole series of
associated changes, inclUding increasing
the size of the tunnels leading to the track.
Altogether, more than $3.2 million was
spent on the project'

Santa Anita is the first track in the U.S. to
incorporate the mesh elements (Netlon)
made in England and to follow USGA
specifications so closely. Dr. James Beard,
professor of agronomy at Texas A&M
University in College Station, recom-
mended the combination based upon his
involvement with a similar track surface at
the Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club.

"The only major difference between the
way we'll maintain our track and a golf
green, is the cutting height will be higher,"
Granath explained. "It's really a ten-acre,
curved golf green with grids mixed into the
topmix."

In May, the course was excavated to a
depth of 20 inches with the subgrade slop-
ing toward the infield. Six-inch perforated
drain pipe were installed along the inside
curve and connected to catch basins every
100 feet. The drain pipe are covered with
four inches of pea gravel, followed by a two-
inch choker layer of coarse sand. "The
choker layer prevents the finer sand above
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SPRINKLERS REBUILT

THE a~lc •• WAY

SEND us WE'LL RETURN
THIS... THIS ...

We rebuild: Aqua Dial, Buckner, Rainbird, Royal Coach,
Thompson, Weathermatic, Weather-Tec, Rain-O-Mat, &
much more ...
Large stock of sprinkler parts, valve parts, and a great selec-
tion of irrigation supplies. Do yourself a favor, call us today!
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