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they never said how to do it, but suggested
what might work.

Another man who has been very impor-
tant to my career is Roger Bossard, the 3rd
generation groundskeeper who has been with
the Chicago White Sox as long as I can re-
member. His
granddad, uncles, father and cousin were all in-
volved with athletic field management. When I
just got out of the Air Force and had a prob-
lem, I called him, and Roger returned my call
and has had a great influence on me and my
career in turf management.

I guess for the last 40+ years I have tried to
pay it forward and share all the information I
gained from these men and many others and
tried to help whoever would call and ask me a
question, I think that is the call to all of us in
STMA help each other, whether you share a
success or a failure if your information helps
save someone time or money, that is what this
group is about and what Harry and our found-
ing fathers wanted it to be.

PAY IT FORWARD

There are four men whom perhaps I had a
little bit to do with their success and growth:

Mike McBride, who came to me early in my
career and had been in sales and wanted to do
something outside and was willing to work
hard, ask questions and learn. Mike was cre-
ative, a quick study and did a great job on ath-
letic field grooming and lining and helped
grow the sand blasted sign-making in the
Chicagoland Parks Systems. His talent created
signage still seen all over the area. Mike moved
on and became the Superintendent of Parks in
Lombard, IL and has since retired and is now
helping turf mangers as a consultant for a local
turf equipment supplier.

Rick Bold and I have formed a rather
unique relationship; we have known each other
for more than 30 years, but over the past 15 we
have kind of mentored each other. We shared
ideas and issues and helped each other solve
problems; we also helped each other out in shar-
ing equipment. Rick became a CSEM and has
been the Superintendent of Parks for the Glen-
coe Park District for many, many years and does
a great job serving the Glencoe Community.

Eric Fasbender, now at Louisiana State,
came to the Schaumburg Flyers as an intern
and then became their head groundskeeper.
Eric and I struck up a great friendship and I
am sure I have learned more from him than he

from me. I am proud of him as he is a true
leader in the industry; he did a great job for the
Oregon Ducks and is carrying on his hard
work at LSU. He loves what he does and it
shows. He also gives back, especially with the
hard work he does on the Student Challenge
Committee of STMA.

And someone I apparently have mentored
without even knowing it is my son Matthew.
Matt used to come with me on weekends for
special event set up, or ball field set ups, and he
observed and as he got older he helped work.
Even though I have tried to encourage Matt to
enter another career field, he has dedicated
himself to the grounds industry and is cur-
rently helping manage the athletic fields for the
Vernon Hills Park District. With Matt’s inquis-
itiveness and always wanting to learn more
about turf and infield management, he is now
becoming my mentor.

I hope in some way that I have touched the
lives of these four men, and increased their love
of working on athletic fields. I am proud of
cach of them and proud to call them all my
friends. I do hope that Harry and Doc look
down from heaven and smile at me and the ef-
forts I have made to keep the dream alive.

I do know that I have loved every minute I
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