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thetic turf with crumb rubber infill they all
require maintenance and special care.

The following is a brief description and
all maintenance should be done in accor-
dance with the manufacturer’s recommen-
dations and guidelines.

Daily inspections of the playground
area is advised as after hour users can leave
an array of debris (bottles, cans, trash, etc.)
that can become hazardous to identified
user. This is also a good time to correct any
damages or movement of the surfacing if it
a loose-fill material that moves with usage
of the equipment (under swings, bottom
of slides, etc.)

Monthly inspections for excessive wear,
loose hardware, cracked plastics, swing

www.stma.org

chain wear, “S” hook openings is recom-
mended by almost all manufacturers and
should be done by a competent individual
who has been shown what to look for.

Annual inspections should be done
similar to the monthly inspections but in
more detail. This is a great time to take
care of touch up painting, replenishing the
safety surfacing (loose-fill if organic mate-
rial), replacement of swing chains if re-
quired, etc.

Cost estimate: The cost of equipment is
reflected in the size of the pieces and the
complexity of the unit. Equipment costs
can range from a couple hundred dollars to
thousands of dollars with installation cost-
ing anywhere from 50% - 100% of the
equipment costs.

Operating or maintenance costs is
purely represented by what materials are
used for both the equipment and the safety
fall zone, wooden structures with loose-fill
surfacing will demand more maintenance
weekly, monthly and annually then a pow-
der coated steel structure installed over a
pour-n-place or rigid surfacing (tiles, syn-
thetic turf, matting, etc.).

Cost estimate prices were obtained
from the 2006 RSMeans Building Con-
struction Cost Data within the Philadel-
phia region and should in no way be
considered current or used for budgeting
purposes. l

James Cornelius, CSFM, now works for
Fisher and Son, Coatesville, PA after a long
career with the West Chester School District.

SportsTurf 45


http://www.submag.com/sub/tf
http://www.submag.com/sub/tf



