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Benefits of certification verified

Editor’s note: This is the second of six installments on how becoming a Certified Sports Field Manager (CSFM)
can benefit turf managers professionally as well as improve their facilities.

HOW DID YOU PREPARE FOR THE CSFM EXAM?

Savard: I read and reread the 20-page, detailed CSFM Competency /ist. It became clear Yo me which areas I kneco and.
which I needed 2o work on. T ac?a:'rea/ and read most of the books and mdterials thal are recorimended as study 34{/}135 .
T wused the internet and read e\/eh/i/]f/g T could about sports Field Manase/y/eni . I even took an online soils cowurse at the
local communty college. In total, I spent about a vear preparing for the exam. BeSides passing the test, the real pajofF
was that I aclually learned 2hings that I wuse every day.

HOW DID YOU APPROACH YOUR EMPLOYER TO SUPPORT YOUR CERTIFICATION, BOTH FINANCIALLY AND
IN THE TIME NEEDED TO PREPARE FOR THE EXAM?

Savard: My employer had Iittle involvement in ry pursuit of sy cerdification. I had my own motivation o Seek and /-
Mafe/y become cerdified.

WHY DID YOU DECIDE TO PURSUE CERTIFICATION?

Savard: It had been a goal of piine for Some time. I really warted 2o See how I measured tp against other sports field
managers. Presently there are more than20 CSFMs representing the various Segments of our membership. Each CSFM
passed a diffFicult test pro\//‘rg 2hat ihe}/ possess a level of ,(’now/eclﬁe, Al of 2he ?aesi/oné on the test are Z‘/w‘rg\s Zhat
sports field managers acz‘aa//y encowunter. Passin3 2he CSFM exam boosted ry Confidence and validated Y fnoa.)/edge and
Sé/l// set.

HOW HAS CERTIFICATION HELPED YOUR CAREER?

Savard: I work for a private /7/3/7 Sc/loo/ tWhenever I re?ae\sz‘ /Z(nc//ng or make a proposal, I Found I Aave more credi—
5///2‘5/ as a CSFM than I would have as ”the gety who works outside z‘a,é/ng care of the fields." In addition, it has expanded
1y netioork fﬁroag/l »y Iwvolvement cwith v local Chapter and éy Serl//ng on STMA comruttees. I have become ac;aa/nz‘—
ed with pecple who I otheriise could not have met. Not only do I have trusted cO//eajae5 I can call when I need
answers, but Some of thert even consult with me. M

AL
g drawa

Dramage Systems

Need to mark & line fields?

---AGAIN?

Do it ONCE "
with MarkSmart and you establish

rHHH”HHHHHH ‘_| permanent locations for lines, game-

._

day markers, flags, pylons and poles,
too!
Our universal socket forms
the base for the easiest,
fastest, most accurate
field marking system
for any athletic field with
lines. Weather resistant,
safe, modular, plastic com-
MarkSmart ponents for the system that cuts field
System available set-up time by 2/3rds, while adding
from BSN, Dixie, unparalleled flexibility.

“For my firm, it was great to use
such a quality constructed and
engineered product, because the
drainage system will be

productive and long-lasting. The
high compressive strength and high
inflow rate of the Hydraway product
were two reasons that it was Sportslurf
specified for this project.” TG

-g:;:grg |T_ Moffitt, Huarewau Ke?'é’_’r’ssi_"‘ew Any time is the right time to
Inci R an eam
Moffitt & Assaciates ; 1 Dealers MarkSmart”

Call or click today!

o MARKERS INc 1-800-969-5920

www.markersinc.com

“Quality Products at Reasonable Prices”
33490 Pin Oak Parkway, Avon Lake, OH 44012
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