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Managing Poa annua for
non-overseeded bermudagrass
in the transition zone

ANNUAL BLUEGRASS is a winter
annual grassy weed with a bunch-type
growth habit (Figure 1) that often forms
distinct patches or clumps in established
turf. Annual bluegrass has many identify-
ing characteristics including: (1) leaves
that are folded in the bud, often partially
wrinkled, and end in a boat-shaped tip
(Figure 2); (2) a long, membranous,
slightly pointed ligule; and (3) a panicle-
type seedhead that is triangular in shape
with spikelets bunched toward the end of
the inflorescence (Figure 3).

Annual bluegrass seed will begin to

germinate in autumn when soil tempera-
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trol annual bluegrass in overseeded
bermudagrass turf; however, this is not a
suitable option for sports turf managers
as this product is not labeled for use on ath-
letic fields. Thus, annual bluegrass con-
trol programs for bermudagrass athletic
fields should be implemented when an
overseeded turf species is not present.

Options for control

Cultural Control. The best defense
against any type of weed invasion is to
maintain a dense, vigorous turfgrass
stand. Cultural practices that maximize
bermudagrass quality will allow the field

« Numerous preemergence and poste- | /
mergence options exist for control of annual // J
bluegrass on non-overseeded bermudagrass¥{ ~ /
athletic ields. =~

« Make sure bermudagrass is totally dor-
mant when using non-selective herbicides
for annual bluegrass control.

« Rotate herbicide modes of action
whenever possible to decrease the potential
for developing annual bluegrass herbicide
resistance.

« An application of glyphosate tank-
mixed with a preemergence herbicide in
early spring can provide preemergence crab-
grass control as well as postemergence con-
trol of annual bluegrass.
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