> FromiheSidelines

ERIC SCHRODER
Editor

eschroder@m2media360.com

717-805-4197
P.O. Box 280,
Dauphin, PA 17018

One on one with Jesse Driver, CSFM

JESSE DRIVER, CSFM is president of Mid-Atlantic Turf, Inc. and a long-time STMA member.
He builds, renovates and provides maintenance services only for athletic fields and is based in
Hebron, MD. We exchanged emails recently:

How is the rocky economy affecting your business?

While some have said they think everyone is shell-shocked at the entire economic situation with
furloughs, decreases in budgets, etc., we have thus far been fortunate to have contracts, on-going
projects and long standing work. The price of fuel and fertilizer is greatly impacting us; when con-
tracts are signed and there is no provision for price increases, it eats into everyone’s budget.

Is your company involved in building synthetic turf fields?

No.

Is liability, in terms of player injuries, a concern for field builders? How do field builders limit their lia-
bility?

Syafe and playable fields have been our major focus throughout over a decade in business. We
have turned down work because of our concern that the work wanted by the customer would not
result in what we felt would be a “safe and playable” field. If potential issues arise during the course
of building the field, they should be immediately brought to the attention of the turf manager and
owner's representative in writing.

What is the ideal role of a professional turf manager in the field construction process?

The professional turf manager should be involved in every stage of the field construction
process. His or her job is greatly impacted by how well the field plays and functions after the field
is completed. We always work to function as a team.

We tell our customers, “If you don't look good, we don't look good.“ Many of our customers are
professional turf managers and need little help, if any, with routine maintenance. We demonstrate
field maintenance techniques we have found useful if needed or requested. When field
questions arise, we ask pros for how they have handled the issue at their site and their advice as
well as university professors across the country. That’s what is good about [STMA]. Everyone
working together as a team can result in a much better product for the players.

What do you think the athletic field construction market will look like in 10 years?

There will be an increased need for more fields particularly at the park and recreation and middle
and high school levels. I believe we will see a turn back to more natural turf fields as turf cultivar
research continues to improve. Look how far we have come in the past 10 years including improved
drainage systems, heated underground fields, etc.

We may see reel mowers mowing patterns that can be controlled by computers and GPS sys-

tems. Riding will be optional.
CLL_F--\

6 SportsTurf | January 2009

Sportsiurf

1233 Howard Street, Suite 21
San Francisco, CA 94103
Phone 415-839-5060

Fax 415-398-3511
www.sportsturfonline.com

The Official Publication Of The Sports Turf
Managers Association

sportsiurf

MANAGERS ASSOCIATION

PRESIDENT Mike Andresen, CSFM

PAST PRESIDENT Mike Trigg, CSFM

PRESIDENT ELECT Abby McNeal, CSFM

VICE PRESIDENT COMMERCIAL Dale Getz, CSFM, CSE
SECRETARY Chris Calcaterra, M.Ed., CSFM, CPRP
TREASURER Troy Smith, CSFM

STMA BOARD MEMBERS Larry DiVito, Amy Fouty,
CSFM, Jody Gill, Mike Goatley, PhD, David
Pinsonneault, CSFM, Chad Price, CSFM

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER Kim Heck

STMA Office

805 New Hampshire Suite E
Lawrence, Ks 66044

Phone 800-323-3875 Fax 800-366-0391
Email STMAinfo@STMA.org
www.STMA.org

Editorial

GROUP PUBLISHER Douglas Hebbard
EDITOR Eric Schroder

TECHNICAL EDITOR Dr. Scott McElroy
ART DIRECTOR Brian Snook
PRODUCTION MANAGER Karen Kalinyak
EDITORIAL DIRECTOR Richard Brandes

STMA Editorial

Communications Committee

Chad Price, CSFM, Kevin Casey, Jim Cornelius,

Mark Frever, Dr. Scott McElroy, Kevin Meredith, CSFM,
Dr. Grady Miller, Brad Park, Rick Peruzzi, CSFM,

Dr. Rodney St. John

SportsTurf (ISSN 1061-687X) (USPS 000-292) (Reg.
US. Pat. & T.M. Off) is published monthly by
m2media360, a Bev-Al Communications company at 760
Market Street, Suite 432, San Francisco, CA 94102.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Sportsturf,
P.O. Box 2120, Skokie IL 60076-7820.  For subscription
information and requests, call Subscription Services at
(847) 763-9565. Subscription rates: 1 year, $40 US &
Poss.; 2 years, $65 US & Poss.; 1 year, $65 Canada/Foreign
Surface, 1 year, $130 Airmail. All subscriptions are payable
in advance in US funds. Send payments to Sportsturf, P.O.
Box 2120, Skokie, IL. 60076-7820. Phone: (847) 763-
9565. Fax:  (847) 763-9569. Single copies or back issues,
$6 each US/Canada; $9 Foreign. Periodicals postage paid
at San Francisco, CA and additional mailing offices.
COPYRIGHT 2008, SportsTurf. Material may not be
reproduced or photocopied in any form without the writ-
ten permission of the publisher.

Member of BPA Worldwide.

OBPA

www.sportsturfonline.com


mialto:STMAinfo@STMA.org
www.STMA.org
mailto:eschroder@m2media360.com
www.sportsturfonline.com

