
NTEP Policy
Committee slates
upcoming trials,
new trials

The National Turfgrass Evaluation Program
(NTEP) Policy Committee met in February
and slated trials in 2008 including bentgrass
(putting green and fairway/tee) and fineleaf
fescue. Each trial will include a total 17 trial
locations, which includes several ancillary trials
sites. Ancillary trials test cultivar response to
specific stresses or under unique environmen-
tal conditions. For example, the bentgrass and
fineleaf fescue ancillary trials will be conducted
on one site each that is irrigated with saline or
recycled irrigation water.

Other ancillary trials will focus tolerance
to stresses such as snow mold (bentgrass put-
ting green), traffic (bentgrass putting green and
fineleaf fescue); and shade (bentgrass fairway/tee
and fineleaf fescue). In addition, two bentgrass
putting green locations will be established on
courses where they will receive golf traffic.

Other items discussed during the meeting
include NTEP's efforts to strengthen it data col-
lection protocols and methods, visits to NTEP
trial sites and two new trials in the planning
stages. These new "trait specific trials" (see below)
focus on the evaluation of drought tolerance and
traffic tolerance, over multiple species.

The Policy Committee also took its culti-
var testing in a new direction by establishing a
new program, Trait Specific Trials (TSTs). Trait
Specific Trials focus on the evaluation of specific
traits or stresses, comparing multiple species in
the same trial at several locations. NTEP feels
that the TST program will address the demands
of the American consumer by identifying grasses
with improved tolerance to stresses such as
low-quality irrigation water, low maintenance,
drought, etc .•

NTEP is excited to be partnering with the Sports
Turf Managers Association (STMA), through the
SAFE (Sqfer Athletic Fields Environment) foundation,
in developing and funding the trajJic tolerance trials.
STMA members and turfgrass researcherswith traffic
tolerance experience will be involved in determining
trial protocols and locations.

www.stma.org
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Aer Way® venting
tines can be used all
season to keep the
soil surface open.
Water and nutrient
applications are
more efficient
because they are
absorbed immediate-
ly into the soil
profile.
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Hydraway Drainage Systems Can Solve the
Most Demanding Drainage Applications!

"We have used other drainage
systems in the past. We chose
Hydraway for basically three rea-
sons. First, Hydrawaysystem has
far greater strength than the
other products. This is important
because construction loads are
verydemanding. Secondly the
"in-flow" rate is very high, it re-
assuring that we know that the
Hydraway System handle as
much flow as possible. Lastly,we
realize an economic savlnqs
when we use Hydraway, not only
in its initial cost, but also its
ease of installation saves on
the labor costs."

Chuck Morris RE. - President
JEM Morris Construction

Chicago, II

1-800-223-7015
www.hydraway.net
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