John Mascaro's Photo Quiz

Can you identify this
sports turf problem?

Problem:
Irregular brown areas on turf

Turfgrass Area:
High school baseball right field foul line area

Location: Oregon
Grass Variety: Perennial ryegrass

Answer to John Mascaro’s
Photo Quiz on page 41
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John Mascaro’s Photo Quiz

Answer:
from page 35

he irregular brown areas on this high school baseball field foul line area were

caused by a volunteer parent/coach trying to help out. The school received
some free artificial turf from a local college that was replacing their indoor football
field and the baseball program decided to use a portion of the old turf for the high
school bullpen (notice the hash marks). The natural turf was removed and since
they did not want weeds or grass to come up through the artificial turf, a granular
benzonitrile herbicide was applied under the carpeting for extra insurance. As you
can see, after a good rainfall, the material leached from under the artificial turf onto
the foul area of the baseball field and killed the grass. The person who regularly
takes care of the field repaired the damage by aerating the damaged turf and then
applying a combination of charcoal and a calcined clay field conditioner to neutral-
ize the remaining chemical. The turf was then slit seeded. The inset photo shows
how the area recovered. W

Photo submitted by Mike Hebrard, Athletic Field Design Company, Clackamas, OR.

If you would like to submit a photograph for John Mascaro's Photo Quiz please send it to John Mascaro, 1471 Capital Circle NW, Ste # 13,
Tallahassee, FL. 32303 or email to john@turf-tec.com. If your photograph is selected, you will receive full credit. All photos submitted will
\ become property of SportsTurf magazine and the Sports Turf Managers Association.
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