FIELD SCIENCE

GROWING PAINS
eased by erosion control game plan
By Tom Wedegaertner
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hen Christ the King Cathedral School and
Catholic Church, Lubbock, TX expanded its student body to include high school grades 9-12, it
•
also needed to address expansions of everything
•
from buildings and bus routes to staff members and
sports fields. Construction had begun, but after adding a high school
football team, the school realized it was short on practice space.
School staff, church members and the Trojan Booster Club
agreed to build a practice field from scratch on a site near the school
that had previously been open pasture. Having an onsite practice
field would decrease the liability involved in bussing players to and
from an off-site facility. And with two-a-day practices ahead, the
new sports field would be a convenient addition.
The site was an open field featuring native grasses and uneven
surfaces. Construction crews used a road grader to rip the soil in
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three directions, pulling up eight inches of top soil, along with rocks,
roots and tree stumps. The field was then scanned by crews who
manually removed unwanted debris, applied herbicides to kill
remaining vegetation, and installed an irrigation system.
Church member and former CTK student John Wanjura volunteered his services and expertise as a researcher for the USDA -ARS
Cotton Production and Processing Research Unit by leading the
field design efforts and erosion control initiatives. "I was glad to help
steer a part of the school's response to growth," said Wanjura.
With limited time before the practice season began, crews faced
the final step in building a sturdy practice field that looked good and
performed under extreme conditions. "We needed to plant a ground
cover that was tough enough to withstand the wear and tear of a
high school football team," said Wanjura, "and with anticipated seasonal rains ahead, we needed to establish dense, strong vegetation
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