
Underlayment can affect
drainage, hardness

InBoulder, CO, Boulder Valley
. . School District (BYSD) has more

than 50 schools serving nearly
28,000 students. BYSD's operations
department manages the sports and
athletic programs for the district's six
high schools. Given Colorado's harsh
climate with extreme temperature
variations and intense sun exposure,
field maintenance is one of the
biggest challenges for the department.

For a recent field installation at
Monarch High, BYSD, having decid-
ed on a synthetic field, assembled a
complete team of architects, engi-
neers and contractors to review their
various options. They then chose a
Tarkett Prestige (29mm average
sand/rubber infill) turf system, as well
as a base system by Brock USA com-
prised of polypropylene beads.

According to school district pro-
ject manager Lou Novak, "To date
there has been no adverse drainage
incidents. We did have an intense l-
inch downpour late last summer and
there was no noticeable effect on the
field.

Traditional under-turf systems
lower the G-max rating (a common
measurement of field hardness).
Softer may make safer but also slower.
Brock USA says its product has the
ability to absorb impact without
affecting the speed performance of
the field.

"The field plays very fast. We are
aware of this because the District has
three fields with "e-layers" under
them and they are noticeably softer
and slower playing," Novak says. "We
had the field tested by Biomechanica
last October using the ASTM F1936
and ASTM F355 methods. The aver-
age field G max was 93, which would
indicate a soft field."

Brock USA says its system pro-
vides rapid water drainage both verti-
cally and laterally, actually draining
water faster than the turf itself, so in
many cases a simpler drainage system
can be used. The system's 4 x 4-foot
mechanically interlocking panels are
installed completely flat to secure a
foundation for the artificial turf. The
final field profile is around 4-5 inches
including the turf.

According to Novak, "We were
able to go with less of a drainage
structure, which saved money. Other

Install Confidences Install Rain Bird" 115-ECommercial Rotors.
The Rain Bird 115-E Rotor distributes water farther than any other commercial product
currently available-up to 115feet. This performance advantage is just one reason why the
115-E Rotor is the ideal choice for large turf and artificial surface applications where maximum
spacing is required. Additional advantages include:

• Rain Curtain" Nozzle Technology -large droplets for consistent performance, effective
close-in watering and even distribution over the entire radius.

• Valve-in -Head configuration allows the flexibility to zone each rotor individually to efficiently
maintain flow control and run times.

• Built-in, factory preset pressure regulation for optimal nozzle performance.

• Adjustable stator can be set for rotation times as short as 90 seconds to accommodate
high-speed wetting or cooling applications.

• Expanded radius ofthrow provides uniform head-to-head coverage from around the playing
surface perimeter. Fewer heads and less trenching are required, which saves time and money.

Unrivaled performance. Efficiency. Value. That's the Rain Bird 115-E Commercial Rotor.
For additional details see your Rain Bird distributor, or visit www.rainbird.com ..

Exclusive Rain Curtain": Nozzle Technology
uniformly distributes water throughout the
entire radius range - even close in around
the head to eliminate dry spots. Rotor shown
with optional artificial grass cover.
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systems we researched can take 5 days to lay and 8-10 days to cure but our instal-
lation time was 3 days.

"Maintenance involves regular brushing to pick up debris, during heavy-use
periods, weekly or bi-weekly, during lighter periods, monthly," says Novak. "We
don't do much in grooming or raking as the brushing adequately raises up the
turf blades. Also, given the low g-max, we don't need to soften up the infill mix.
We have plowed snow from the fields on a couple of occasions and had to redis-
tribute some of the rubber granules that were pulled up," Novak says. ST

HUNTER'S NEW CONTROLLER
The new ACC is the first standalone version

of a top-level controller to offer both real-time
flow sensing and site specific Et capabilities.
Hunter's most advanced controller ever, the
ACC also offers the opportunity to add central
control communication capability. Additional
features include 6 independent and 4 custom
programs, independent day schedule options
for each program, non-volatile 1OO-yearmemo-
ry, and the unique ability to conform to "water-
ing windows."
Hunter Industries/760-744-S240
For information, circle 083 or
see http://www.oners.ims.ca/so64-083

For more information about DuPont™ Turf Blankets,
call Earth & Landscape Solutions (ELS) at:

(800) 289-2448

DuPont™Turf Blanket'
with Xavan@

Works as a buffer between your turf and the elements
The DuPonFM Turf Blanket with DuPonFM Xavan" is a highstrength,
lightweight nonwoven polypropylene fabric that effectively helps minimize
damage from winterkill, wind, and insects. It passes both air and water, and
helps create a greenhouse-type environment (higher soil and air
temperatures, retained moisture) conducive to root growth, extends the
growing season and allows for earlier green-up of your sports field.

Ideal for over-wintering, germination,
and late/early season dally covers.

Circle 151 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/5064-151 Circle 163 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/5064-163
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